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Jauuary Ist.—(1) A Decree ordering 
state prayers for suow to be made on the 
4th inst., in which His Majesty will join 


in person, offering incense at the Ta Kao. 


‘Tien, princea and members of the Imperial 
line betng directed to preside over simult- 
aneous services at three other state temples. 

(2) A Decree granting au application 
made by Wu T‘ing-féu, Vice-Director of 
the Imperial Clan Court and ex Minister 
of the Tsung-li Yaméu, for permission to 
vacate the former post and devote his at- 
tention to the family cemetery. 

(3) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a memorial from the Censor Chang Ting- 
liao char ing the local authorities in Ho- 
han with seuding in false returns of bad 
harvest from various causes, and appro- 
priating the land tax which they collect 
though remitted by special command, 
together with other acts of peculation and 
fraud. Tue gravest condemnation upon 
conduct of this nature is passed by the 
Decree, and the Governor of Honan is 
directed to make the Censor’s charges the 
subject of searching enquiry, denouncing 
any authorities who may be found to de- 
serve the stigma that has been passed upon 
them. The high authority of other pro- 
vinces are also enjoined to see to it that 
similar malpractices do not exist in their 
respective jurisdictions. ‘Che remainder of 
this day’s issue is occupied with the con- 
tinuation of the reports which are sum- 
marised in the Gazette of January 31st. 

January 2ud.—(1) A Memorial from Li 
Hung-chang reporting the following case 
of murder in the Nan-kung District of the 
province of Chihli. 

The murderer, Han Ta-shéng, lived with 


his father Han Wén-chieh, but was fre- 


quently away beyond the Wall, where he 
got Jubs of work to do. During his absence 
from home some four years avo, the father, 
Han Wen-chieh, formed a liaison with the 
wife of a man called Chao, a fellow villager, 
who however was ignorant of his wife’s 
improprieties with Han Wéu-chieh, On 
the return of Han Ta-shénug to his home 
last winter he heard a considerable 
amount of gossips in the village about his 


father’s improper intimacy with the wife 
of the man Chao, and his suspicions were 
confirmed by the discovery of a leather 
trunk of his father’s in the house of the 
man Chao which he visited one day, and, 
secondly, by the importunate way in which 
the woman Chao’s two boys used to demand 
food from his father at all times and sea- 
sous. Anuoyed at these gotngs on, Han 
Ta-sheng conceived a hatred for the Chao 
boya and their mother, and one day in 
the early part of last summer, the boys 
having come to the house to demand some- 
thing to eat from his father, who was out, 
Han sent them away. The boys, however, 
would not go, and continued to annoy and 
bother Hau Tashéug to such an extent 
that he becnime exasperated, and in an 
access of rage determined to kill them. 
He thereupon seized a vegetable knife that 
was near to his hand, and made for the 
boys, who ran away. He followed them, 
aud caught the elder one, whom he threw 
down and hacked about the face, neck and 
shoulders till he died, the younger boy 
standing by and crying. He then seized 
the younger boy aud treated him in a similar 
manner, after which, reflecting that as he 
would have to pay the forfeit of his life 
for what he had already done, he might as 


‘well kill their mother too, he proceeded to 


the woman Chao’s house with this intent. 
He found her sitting chatting with a woman 
from the villaye, and straightway attacked 
her, gashing her across the cheek, the left 
breast, aud hertwo hands, which she put up 
to screen herself, Her friend came to the 
rescue and Han Ta-shéng then turned upon 
her and wounded her also. At this june- 
ture the woman Chao’s husband appeared 
and seized Han Ta-shéng, whose father, 
having returned, denounced him to the 
authorities, and he was duly tried, admit- 
ting the above facts without reservation. 
The penalty laid down by law for the mur- 
der of two persons in one family is summary 
decapitation with exposure of the lead, 
and, when connected with the crime of 
adultery, the adulterer and his paramour 
arerequired to be both exposed in the cangwe 
for one month, recelviug besides one hun- 
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dred blows with the heavy bamboo, while 
one-half of the murderer's property is given 
to the family of his victim. This is the 
sentence, therefore, that has been passed 
upon Han Ta-chéng, who will have the 
word ‘‘murderer” pricked in upon his 
cheek, and his head will be exposed. Han 
Wéu-chieh and his paramour the woman 
Chao will be condemned to wear the cangue 
for one month, at the conclusion of which 
time the former will receive a hundred 
blows, the woman as usual being allowed 
to commute her beating by a mouey pay- 
ment.—Referred by Rescript to the Board 
of Revenue for a speedy report. 

(2) Ina Postscript Memorial from Chang 
P‘ei-luu with reference to the assumption 
of his proper status and duties by an officer 
who has been on special service in Fuh- 
kien, Chang P‘ei-lun makes mention inci- 
dentally of the receipt of His Majesty’s 
commanda to the effect that his services as 
assistant Military Administrator are no 
longer required. 

January 3rd.—(1) A Decree announcing 
the receipt of a report from the Governor 
General Li Hung-chang to the effect that 
the Yellow River recently overflowed its 
banks in the T'ung-ming District of Chihli, 
aud caused a breach which was happily 
repaired with all promptitude, thanks to 
the invisible aid of the River Deity, for 
whom an offeriug of 'Thibetan incense from 
the Imperial store is solicited. Ten sticks 
of ‘Thibetan incense are ordered to be sent 
to the Governor General, to be transmitted 
by him to the Taotai of the circuit in ques- 
tion, who is to go with all revenue to the 
temple of the deity and present the 
Incense as a thank-offering. The Decree 
concludes with a list of rewards to be 
bestowed upon the officers to whose exertions 
vat prompt closing of the breach is mainly 

ue, 

(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the distribution of the winter issue of re- 
lief to the people in his provinee who are 
suffering. from the effects of the floods 
caused by the bursting of the Yellow River 
elmmbankments, and tenders his huinble 
th auks to His Majesty for the generous 
sanction which he gave to the Memorialist’s 
appeal for permission to apply a portion of 
the grain tax of the province to that pur- 
pose. As on the last occasion, it has been 
found more advantageous to the people 
themselves to give them money instead of 
the actual grain, and the exchange on this 
occasion has been calculated at 3,100 
cash per tael, the grain being reckoned at 
Tis. 2.5 per picul, The amount of grain 
it 18 proposed to set aside for distribu- 


tion is 100,000 piculs, which is valued at 
Tls. 260,000 odd, from which Tls. 30,000 
must be deducted which have been lent to 
Shanai for relief purposes, leaving a balance 
of Tls. 230.000 odd. Last year the scale 
of relief varied according to the circum- 
stances of the recipients, some receiving 
three or four hundred cash, others a thou- 
sand, but the distress is so general thie 
winter that it has not been thought advis- 
able to draw any distinctiona, and a univer- 
sal rate of six hundred cash for every 
adult was the amount decided upon, chil- 
dren receiving half the adult’s allowance. 
Twenty Departments and Districts in all 
were relieved, the numbers of adulta (to 
which common quantity the recipients 
are reduced) to whom assistance was 
given being 1,113,1614 at a money 
cost of Tila, 215.450 odd. In addi- 
tion to the above, gruel kitchena have 
been established outside all the gates of 
the provincial capital where shelter and 
food can be given to the homeless and 
friendless, while quantities of wadded 
garments in stock for emergencies of this 
kind are to be sent to the different places 
for distribution amongst those in need of 
them. The balance of Ta. 20,000 odd 
which are still in hand will be reserved for 
a spring distribution. All the breaches 
have now been closed, and the people are 
being shown how to sow with winter crops 
the land which has thus been drained of 
water. 

January 4th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
posthumous honours to be bestowed on 
one Chou Shou-ch ‘ang, General of Division 
in Kueichow, who has recently been 
stationed in ‘fonquin where he succumbed 
to the effects of the malarions climate, 

(2) In a Memorial from the Acting Go- 
vernor-General of the Hu Kuang Pro- 
vinices, announcing his approaching depar- 
ture from the provincial capital on a tour 


of military inspection, he states that this 


tour, which should have been taken earlier, 
was postpoved by reason of the mivasion 
of Foochow by the French barbarians 


(GE #) and the consequent necessily of 
exercising strict precautions in the matter 
of riverine and maritime defence. 


(3) ‘Lhe Governor of Kiangs? submits on 
behalf of the Customs Taotai at Kiukiang 
a return of the expenditure incurred by 
the latter in the execution of the annual 
order for porcelain for the use of the Palace 
and the extraordinary indent of Jars, 
plates, bowla, and dishes which he has this 
year been ordered to supply to be given 
away on the occasion of the birthday of 
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the Empress Dowager. ‘The following is a 
list of the articles supplied :— 

80 pieces first quality traced or ground (?) 
porcelain. ; 

1,204 pieces first quality round porcelain 
Vessels, 

1,10U vases, plates, bowls and cups of 
best porcelain for presents on Her Majes- 
ty’s birthday. ; 

60 porcelain sacrificial uteneils of superior 
quality. 

The graut allowed this year for porcelain 
for Imperial use is Tls. 10,000, but T'ls. 
_ 12,829.6.7.2.6.4.7.5 have been expended, 
leaving a deficit of Tls. 2,829.5.7.2.6.4.7.5 
which will be made good from certain 
surplus funds in the Taotai’s hands. 

Jauuary 5th.—A Memorial from Li 
Hung-chang, Governor-General of ( hihli, 
on the subject of the reforms suggeated by 
the Board of Punishments in the general 
system of peual servitude, reports upon 
which were called for from all the provinces 
by Imperial Decree. 

The Memorislist commences with the 
Statement that in the time of the Ming 
dynasty, when garrison towns and military 
colomtes were established, criminals of the 
clit class were.gent to these places to act 
4s puaras, their status differing herein from 
that of criminals of the liw class who were 
assigned to certain places in the interior 
aud became an integral part of the resident 
population. Hence the sentence of banish- 
ment to a near frontier, the mildest degree 
of the chin penalty, was more severe than 
the extreme degree of banishment in the 
liw category to a distance of 3,0U0li. Since 
the abolition of the wei or military stations 
on the frontier, no criminals have been 
forced to perform military duties ; hence, 
although the mildest form of cht or 
so-called ‘military servitude,” is nomi- 
nally a more severe sentence than that of 
liu, simple banishment in the most severe 
degree, viz. toa distance of 3,000 2i,—as the 


distance to which convicts of the chitin 


class sentenced to banishment to a near 
frontier are sent ie only 2,000 li the penalty 
18 1n reality liyhter than the most severe 
form of banishment under the Ziw class, 
while the two severer forms of banishment 
iu the chdin class are equivalent only to 
banishment in the liz class in its most 
severe form. [t follows that liw convicts 
who make their escape the penally for 
which is transfer into the chair class, 
really better their position if they are 
appreheuded, ‘To remedy this state of 
things, the Memorialist proposes the 
abolition of three uvrades of banishment 
in the degree of chain, viz: to the nenrest 


frontier, a near frontier, and a distant 
frontier, thus reducing the grades to two— 
viz: banishment to a distance of 4,000 i or 
banishment to a pestilential and unhealthy 
place. The penalty of chin banishment will 
then be more severe than the severest form 
of we. Lhe snygestion that the question 
of the resumption of the banishment of 
chitin criminals to the New Dominion should - 
be left to the decision of the Governor of 
that region, which has been made in every 
report submitted on this subject, is re- 
peated by the Memorialist. 

The annual number of criminals of 
the law class sent to Chihli, where con- 
victs of the chin class are never sent, 
is &@ hundred and some score, and these 
are distributed amongst the various de- 
partments and districts, care being taken 
that the place assigned to any particular 
individual is at least 500 li from his home. 
Nominally employed as imenials in the 
Various yamouns, they actually perform no 
duties, menial or otherwise, and it has 
been found impossible to depute officers 
Specially to look after them. HKacapea are 
few amongst convicts of the better class 
who have private means with homes and 
families to return to at the expiration of 
their sentence, which sentence has geuer- 
ally been incurred for brawling or some 
similar offence, but the thievea and robbers 
who make up the remainder of the convicts, 
being all of a depraved and dissolute char- 
acter, who have had hitherto no rations 
given them, do frequently make their 
escape when driven by the pressure of cold 
and hunger. The result of increasing 
the penalty to which the responsible of- 
ficials are liable will be that escapes will 


not be reported, and instead of doing this 


the Memorialist proposes to insist upon the 
local officials finding rations from their 
own funds for the support of the few con- 
victs allotted to their respective districts. 
Theae conld live on fifty cash (any, 5 conts,) 
a day, and itis proposed thatin future some 
employment be assigned to exch criminal 
on arrival, whether it be weeding grass, 
the office of watchman, or other like 
lubours. ‘I'he dissolute and idle should be 
placed in reformatories and there taught a 
handicraft, such as weaving, basket-making 
ete., those condemned to wear chains con- 
tinuing to do so until the improvement in 
theie conduct warrants the removal of 
them. In winter the convicts should be 
Bupplied with wadded garments; and so, 
being free from anxiety on the score of 
cold or hunger, the well-disposed will 
naturally perfurm their duties with a quiet 
mind, while a gradual repentance and re- 





form can be brought about on the part of 
the idle and dissolute who will be able 
to earn something by the trade they are 
taught and will have acalling to turn to 
for support at the expiration of the sen- 
tence.—Rescript : Let the Board of Punish- 
ments take note. 

January 6th.—Tho only document worthy 
of record iu this day’s iasue is a Memorial 
from Sé-léng-o, Imperial Resident in Thi- 
bet, who reports that on the solicitation of 
the ‘I‘ungshanchilung hutukt‘w in charge 
of the secular department of the Thibetan 
administratlon, he has foregone the visit 
of inapection to the three garrisons in 
Ulterior Thibet which he is under obliga- 
to make at stated periods. The hutukt‘u 
has reported that the harvests in Ulterior 
Thibet have been bad this year in conse- 
quence of aacarcity of rain and untimely 
snow, added to which a murrain amonyst 
the cattle has carried off large quantities 
of them, so he requests that under these 
circumstauces the visit of inspection may 
be postponed. ‘The Memorialist cau vouch 
for the accuracy of /fatuktw’s’ statements, 
but as the inspection of the troops aud the 
frontier passes is a matter of importance 
which should not be lightly neylected, he 
has despatched a deputy in the person of a 
Majer in the Thibetan garrison to under- 
tuke the inspection. This officer will take 
a smaller following with him than the 
Memorialist would have done, and the 
expenses of his journey, half of which have 
to be paid by the Thibetan Treasury, will 
be considerably lighter than if the Memo- 
rialist went in person. 

January 7th.--(1) A Memorial from 
Wang Chien, Censor of the Kiangsi cir- 
cuit, and others. The Memorialists beg 
respectfully to refer His Majesty to a 
Decree issued in the 4th moon of the 
eivhth year of the reiga Chia Ch‘ing iu 
which permission is granted to all princes 
aud officinls of the first grade above the 
age of 65 engayed in the great sacrifice at 
the Altar of Heaven to ride in chaira to 
the outside of the second gate. ‘I'hey are 
at the same time laid under a sirict in- 
junction to keep their personal attendants 
wud chair-bearers. under due control. 

Again, in the 9th moon of 17th year of 
the reign T'ao Kuang, a Decree was issued 
enjoining the observance of the atrict ex- 
clusiveness on the solemu occasion of wor- 
ship at the Temple of Heaven, aud the 
Princes and high officers entrusted with 
the conduct of this sacrificial worship were 
ordered to prevent a single outsider from 
trespassing on the precincts of the temple, 
ora single individual, official or otherwise, 
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from entering or leaving the enclosure 
during the time of worship. 

The Memorialists were present in the 
official capacity uf critics at the sacrificial 
worship performed at the ‘'emple of Hea- 
ven on the 2lst of December under the 
superintendence of Prince Jui, who was 
His Majesty’s Representative upon that 
occasion, aud they noticed that though re- 
gulerity and decorum prevailed amongst 
the officials engaged, at the very moment 
that the ceremony was going on several 
chair-bearers passed backwards and for- 
wards through the southern gate of 
the outer altar wall, talking loudly as 
they went. The Memorialists were greatly 
astonished, and at the conclusion of 
the ceremony proceeded to make enquiries 
as to who the men were, but they 
had already disappeared. The whole of 
the officials assisting in the ceremony 
were witnesses of the facts as above 
described by the Memorialists, and were un- 
animous in their condemnation of so inde- 
corous a proceediny, which ought, they said, 
to form the subject of a denunciation to 
the Throne by the Censors deputed to 
watch the proceedings. The men who 
made the disturbance werg known by some 
of them to be the chair-bearers of Price 
Jui. 

The Memorialist and his colleagues 
whose duty it was to watch the proceedings 
upon this occasion feel compelled to lay 
the true facts of this matter before His 
Majesty, and to pray that ordera may be 
given for an investigation to be held and 
x penalty to be iflicted as a warning to 
others in the future, and a vindication 
of the solemnity of the ritual observauce 
which has thus been outraged. 

By a Decree earlier issued, Prince Jui 
has been c-mmitted to the Board for the 
determination of a penalty. 

January 8th.—No documents of interest, 

January 9th.—(1) A Decree acknowledg- 


"ing the receipt of a report from Li Hung- 


chany and others upon the complainta 
lodged at the Court of Censors by a literary 
graduaty of Chilli to the effect that the 
recent alteration that have been proposed 
in the T‘u-hai and Tzi-ya Rivers in that 
province seriously affect the well-being of 
the people. The result of enquiries on 
the spot and persoual inspection of the 
local conditions made by the ‘laotai at 
Tieutsin by the Governor-General’s orders 
convince the latter that the proposal of 
Haii Shu-lu (the officer who was specially 
sent to draw up a scheme) to construct 
a dam at Chu-chia K‘ou and drain into the 
Tzti-ya River would be attended with many 
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drawbacks; its abandonment is therefore 
sanctioned. A counter scheme of the 
Governor-General to erect certain embank- 
ments aud cut drainage channels for the 
relief of the 4% villages in the vicinity of 
the upper waters of the river in question 
is to be adopted after careful survey and 
measurements have been made, and the 
work is to be conducted uuder the super- 
intendence of competent officers. 

(2) The remainder of this day’s Gazette 
is occupied with a Memorial from the 
Governor of Shantung, reporting, in obedi- 
ence to His Majesty’s commands, the fur- 
ther steps he proposes to take to guard 
against floods from the overflow of the Ta- 
ch‘ing River. ‘These extra precautions are 
taken at the instance of Wu Yuan-ping, 
the high officer recently appointed to 
inspect the works that have lately been 
completed, and who suggested the adoption 
of further measures of precaution. 


It is impossible to follow the Memorial- 
ist throughout this report, which enters 
into the subject at great length and deals 
with local features which nothing but elabo- 
rate charts would enable the reader to 
follow. The gist of his report is to the effect 
that the T'a-ch‘xog River has been a con- 
stant source of trouble in Shantung for the 
past thirty years. Inthe upper portion of 
its course the bed of the river is too narrow 
to hold the volume of water that at times 
comes down, while at its mouth the chan- 
nel is so wide that sandbanks are formed, 
and the coucentration of the flood is beyond 
control. Lhe scheme he now proposes to 
adupt may be generally stated under eight 
heads :— 

1.—To make the embankments higher 
and thicker. 

2—To build another ‘ people's” em- 
bankmeut, 

3.—To encourage the people to protect 
their own villages by special embankments 
of their own construction. 

4.—To break the pressure of the stream 
against the embankments. by building out 
buttresaes at regular intervals, which will 
throw the water off the banks. 

5.—Considerable repairs to embankments 
south of Li-chin Huien. 

6.—Extension of the two embankments 
carrying the channel out to sea, in order 
to prevent silting at the mouth, | 

7.—Vhe enforcement of strict prohibi- 
tions ayainust felonious cutting of the em- 
bank nieuta. 

8.—The retention of the present outlet 
into the sea, and not the adoption of a 
fresh outlet, as has been suggested. 
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The cost of the above scheme is estimated 
at T'ls, 900,000, but by rejection of one or 
two of tle measures propused it could be 
reduced to Tls. 700,000. 

By a Rescript appended to the Memorial 
it is to be sent to the proper Board for 
consideration and a report thereon. 

January 10th.—The Governor of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture reports a fall of 
snow in Peking to the depth of two inches 
and upwards, 

(1) A Decree: Heii Chih-hsiang, Secre- 
tary of the Grand Secretariat, submits a 
Memorial requesting that railways may be 
abandoned and immediate attention direc- 
ted to the coustruction and repair of river 
works, 

In widely extending the prerogative of 
address the Court was actuated by a hope 
of being able to retrieve omissions and 
inake good deficiencies of administration by 
au endeavour to secure the due execution 
of measures of actual worth in the best 
possible manner. 

The various Ministers who offer opinions 
to the ‘Throne are, it ia true, bound to lay 
a straightforward atatement of facts before 
Us on matters of administration which are 
faulty (in principle or execution), but the 
improper tendency of giving free expression 
to private opinions, and the indiscriminate 
indulgence in calumnious accusations, can 
on no account be permitted to become a 
regular habit. 

In the present Memorial Hst Chih- 
hsiang’s arguments are devoid of impar- 
tiality, and he has the temerity to indulge 
in slander and calumny of an unbridled 
nature. He has acted herein in a most 
extravagant and improper manner, aud We 


command that he be handed over to the 


Board for the determination of a penalty. 
(2) A joint Memorial from the Generals 
of the Ho-peh and Ts‘ao-chow Divisious in 
Honan and Shantung respectively. By 
Imperial commands issued in the 20th year 
of the reign of Tao Kuang, a joint patrol of 
the three provinces of Chihli, Shantung 
and Honan was instituted, which joint 
patrol has been resumed since the year 
1870, K‘ai-chao Fu being selected, trom 
its central position, as the meeting-place 
for the three parties. In the year 1872, as 
reported to the Throne by the Governor of 
Shautung, thedateof the patrol was changed 
to the 10th moon, in consequence of the 
difficulty of crossing the Yellow River when 
it was eucumbered by ice at a later season 
of the year, As the season for this patrol 
approuched, the Memorialists consulted 
together by letter with a view to making 
arrangements that no place should escape 
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their notice, and though their colleague 
from Chihli could not be present, they felt 
that this circtunstance sheuld not interfere 
with the proper execution of their duty. 
Having arranged tu patrol the respective 
frontiers of their jurisdictions, they met 
finally at K‘ai-chow on the 5th of December, 
when they proceeded to confer together on 
the subject of their joint patrol. 

They found no traces of bad characters 
along the lines of route they respectively 
took, and they were happy to notice that 
contentment as usual prevailed amongst 
the people, so that His Majesty need be 
under no anxiety ou that account. 

They would humbly observe that the 
frontier line dividing the three provitces 
of Chihli, Shantung and Honan is very 
irregular, and affords great facilities for the 
refuge of bad characters on one side or 
another, while the harvest prospects for 
the coming year, in consequence of the wet 
autumn, are such as to render the exercise 
of measures of police a matter of special 
importance, and all the Memorialists can 
do is to devote their combined energies 
to the performance of this duty in a spirit 
of unanimity, They will direct their re- 
spective officers aud men to make no dis- 
tluction of jurisdiction, and join in corm- 
bined tours of inspection at stated intervals, 
capable officers being sent about from time 
to time in disguise to make enquiries in 
all directions for bad characters, whom they 
will at once proceed to arrest directly they 


are put upon their track, irrespective of the. 


particular jurisdiction in which they may 
be found, 

They beg to add that the omission of the 
name of the General of the Ta-ming Divi- 
sion in Chihli is due to the fact that he 
did not appear in person at tle place of 
rendezvous, his place being taken by a 
deputy. 

January 11th.—(1) A Memorial from 
HaiChén, President of the Board of Punish- 
ments, and his colleagues, announcing the 
arrival in Peking of Heit Yén-hsii, ex- 
Governor of Kuangsi, under escort, and 
requesting the appvintment of a comuinis- 
sion of high officers to assist the Memo- 
rialists in the trial of this officer. 

On the 12th of April 1884 the Memo- 
rialists were honoured with the receipt of 
an Imperial Decree in which orders were 
given that Hstii Yén-hsii should be sent to 
the Memorialist’s Board for punishment in 
consequence of his neglect to advance to 
the front in Tonquin, and the loss of Bac- 
ninh, which resulted from his want of 
energy. Copy of the Decree was thereupon 
communicated to the Governor Pan Ting- 
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hsin, who sent Hsii Yen-hsii forward under 
escort to the Memorialist’s Board, which 
he reached on the 11th of December. 

The Memorialists would remind His 
Majesty that on the arrival of Tang 
Chiung, ex-Governor of Yiinnan, in the 
Capital, His Majesty was good enongh to 
depute the Grand Council and the Grand 
Secretaries to assist them in his trial, and 
they would humbly pray that a similar 
course may be pursued in the case of Heit 
Yen-hsii, which is analogous to that of 
Tang Chiung.—For Decree sea Gazette of 
Dec. 25th, 1884. 


(2) P‘an Wei, ex-Governor of Kiangsi, 
reports that he gave over the seals of that 
post to the temporary incumbent on the 
30th November and started on that day for 
the capital, as instructed, to await other 
employment. 


(3) In a sub-Memorial the same officer 
solicits permission to visit his native place 
on his way northwards, which he must 
pass close to en route, fur the purpuse of 
seeing to the repair of the graves of his 
father and mother, which need attention. 
As the navigation to the north by steamer 
has already been closed _by the frost, he 
hop a that he may be allowed to take two 
months’ leave aud return to his home for 
the purpose specified, resuming his journey 
northward when the winter breaks up.. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

(4) Chang K‘ai-sung, Governor of Yiin- 
nan, reports that an earthquake occurred 
in the prefectural town of P’u-érh in that 
province upon the 14th of November last. 
The shocks lasted over an hour, causing 
thecollapse of innumerable dwelling houses. 
Fortunately the earthquake occurred at 
the hour of 8 a.m., so that the people were 
able to retreat from their houses, and the 
loss of life was limited to eight individuals, 
eighty or ninety being injured. The walls 
of the town, temples, and public offices aud 
buildings were all considerably injured, 
and the distress amongst the homeleas and 
hungry at such an inclement season is con- 
siderable. The Memorialist has accordingly 
sent an officer with ‘I'ls. 1,000 for distribu- 
tion amongst the sufferers, who has orders to 
enquire into the actual extent of the disaster 
in concert with the Prefect aud to see that 
the charity provided reaches these for 
whom it is intended. The Memorialist 
hears that the earthquake extended, to 
places in the vicinity of Pfu-érh Fu, but 
details have not reached him yet. 

As is usual in such cases, the visitation 
is regarded as a penalty for the incfliciency 
aud incompetence of the Memurialist and 
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his staff, who will endeavour to take the 
lesson to heart and earnestly amend their 
ways, 

January 12th,—(1) A Memorial from 
Liu Chin-t‘ang, Governor of the New 
Dominion, reporting the death of a aub- 
prefect who threw himself down a well in 
a fit of chayrin at being suspended for the 
mismanagement of a case that came be- 
fore him for hearing. A description of 
the manner in which the drowning man 
was fished up from the well by one of his 
servants, who was lowered head down- 
wards for that purpose with a rope round 
hia leg, is graphically given in the words 
of the wituesses, quoted verbatim from the 
mivutes of the inquest. 

(2) The Governor-General Li Hung- 
chang submits a return of appeal cases 
still unsettled in the province of Chihli. 
This return used to be called for annually 
aud was sent to the Board oly, but by 
new Regulations introduced this year, the 
returns have to be sent in every six months 
to the Board and reported to the Throne 
aswell. The Memorialist begs to state that 
between the 10th moon of last year and the 
6th moon of the present oue twelve appeal 
cases, old and new, have been disposed 
of. There are still seventeen cases on the 
list, but of these one is an old one which 
should be cancelled, and dealt with asa 
new case, the appellant being dead and 
nothing being known of the whereabouts 
of the defendant or witnesses. A detailed 
list of the remaining sixteen has been sent 
to the Board, and is appended to this Me- 
morial as an enclosure. 


January 13th.—A Memorial from the 
Court of Censors, who report that a petition 
has been presented to them by one Féng 
Kuan;-chieh, a native of Lei-po Ting in 
Szechuen, who has been sent by hia mother 
to the Capital to claim justice in the follow- 
ing case of wrong done to the family. 

In the month of December 1882, the 
petitioner's father being grievously ill, the 
petitioner and his mother went to callin a 
doctor, leaving his sister, a maiden just 15 
years old, alone in the house with her 
father. During their absence a soldier 
named Lo, with the connivance of the 
petitioner's next door neighbour, climbed 
over the neighbour’s wall into the peti- 
tioner’s premises and raped his sister. 
The girl, ashamed and mortified at the 
outrage which had been perpetrated upon 
her, swalluwed a dose of opium two 
days later, unbeknown to her family, and 
hurried to the house of the man Lo, where 
she lay down and died, ‘The suicide 
was reported to the sub-prefect and an 


inspection of the body was held, but the 
underlings had been bribed by the man 
Lo and the evidence was tampered with. 
Petitioner’s mother appealed to the Gov- 
ernor-General, who ordered the man Lo’s 
commanding officer to surrender him tv the 
sub-prefect for trial ; but when he was even- 
tually brought before the Court no torture 
whatever was applied and the evidence 
elicited was falao, 

The case was reported twice to the 
higher court, but the guilty party was pur- 
pusely screened ; and the petitioner’a mo- 
ther has lodged appeala at the courts of 
the Prefect, Provincial Judge, and Go- 
vernor-General, all of whom referred the 
case back to the sub-prefect, who has all- 
owed a year tu pasa without enquiring into 
the circumstances of the outrage on his 
sister, or awarding her defiler the penalty 
which the law demands, Failing to obtain 
justice locally, the petitioner's mother bade 
him come to the Capital and lay their case 
before the Court of Censors. 

The Memorialists beg to append a copy 
of the appellants’ petition in this case, 
which demands a careful investigation, and 
to solicit His Majesty’s commands thereon. 

Referred by special Decree to the Gov- 
ernor General of the province in the usual 
manner, 

January 14th.—(1) A Decree announcing 
His Majesty’s intention to attend a further 
service of prayer for snow on the 17th inat, 
at the Ta Kao Tien, the amount vouch- 
safed in response to the earlier supplication 
being insufficient. Services will be held at 
four other temples simultaneously. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General of Szechuen protesting against the 


scheme of the Governor-General at Nan- 


king, recently sanctioned by Imperial De- 
cree, for raising further funds for the 
necessities of Lhe Two Kiang Provinces by 
the establishment of a tax station at a place 
called Wau-hu To for the levy of a likia 
tax of three cash per catty on Szechuen salt. 
The Memorialist, under the advice of the 
officers charged with the management of 
the tea and salt tax collectorates, objects 
tu the proposed additional levy on the 
ground that it will do no good, but con- 
trariwise harm, to Szechuen and Hupet 
interests, and will prove of no advantage to 
the revenue of the Liang Kiang either. 
The prime cost of Szechuan salt has 
risen greatly of late years, aud a yin of 
10,000 catties costs the merchant over ‘Tle, 
300 by the time it reaches Ich‘ang. ‘The 
selling price of salt in Hupei is from Ts 
3.1 to Tls. 32 per picul, so that the Sze- 
chuen merchauts make a profit of a few 





taels only on every yin An additional tax 
of two cash per catty has now been imposed 
upon the salt in Hupei, which reduces the 
profits to a minimum and the proposed 
addition of three cash more would entail a 
positive loss of Tis. 20 to Tia. 30 on every 
yin, while a differential duty on Szechuen 
salt to the benefit of Huai-an salt would 
stifle the sale of the former to the detri- 
ment of Szechuen interests, as some seventy 
or eighty million catties, of salt are annually 
disposed of in the Two Hu provinces, 
The Hu provinces would also be losers by 
the proposed arrangement, for though the 
revenue from Szechuen salt is not what it 
was, the annual amount collected is still 
something approaching a million taels, 
which would be lost were Szechuen aalt to 
cease being imported. 

The revenue of the Two Kiang pro- 
vinces, lastly, would derive no benefit, for 
the only result of the prohibitive tax it is 
proposed to levy would be the creation of 
a large contraband trade in Szechuen galt 
which the preventive service would be 
powerless to suppress, The uutaxed Sze- 
chuen salt would then compete at a great 
advantage with the Huai-an salt, which is 
now introduced on the same terms as the 
Szechuen salt. The reduction in the sale 
of Huai-an salt would necessarily be a 
direct injury to the interest of the Two 
Kiang. — Referred to the Board. 

Jauuary 15th.—(1) A Decree. The 
Censor Wan P‘ei-yin advocates the neces- 
sity of storing up grain in the various 
provinces on a large scale as a provision 
avainst times of scarcity, and suugests that 
the system pursued in Szecliuen be adopted 
as a model. ' 

The storage of grain as a provision 
against seasuns of scarcity is one of the 
important requirements of the country, and 
the necessity of carrying out this measure 
in an energetic manner has been repeatedly 
impressed upon the provincial high autho- 
rities, but the local authorities of the 
Various provinces have of late years failed 
to adopt this precaution uniformly, Its 
execution has moreover been entrusted for 
the most part to the authorities, and it is 
impossible to guarantee the ahsence of 
fraud and peculation on the part of the 
underlings whose ayency is made use 
of. ‘The necessity of a getiuine reorgan- 
isation of the system is must urgent, and 
We hereby call upon all provincial high 
authorities to set apart funds for the storave 
of grain under the rules which are in force 
in Szechuen, the Department aud District 
Magistrates und-r their respective juris- 
dictions being directed to cunsider with 
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the gentry and elders the best means of 
encouraging the adoption of the system, 
the due carrying out of which by their 
agency must receive careful attention, pre- 
caution being taken against the commission 
of irregularities by official underlings, whose 
agency 18 not to be made use of. 

(2) A Decree in answer to a Memorial 
from a Censor who calls attention to 
the want of uniformity that exists in the 
treatment of various cases by the different 
Boards in consequeice of the carelessness 
that has been displayed and errors that 
have been perpetrated in dealing with 
previous cases on the records. A list of 
cases the conditions of which were similar 
but the treatment different is submitted 
by the Censor, and We hereby direct the 
Boards concerned to give these cases their 
careful consideration and submit to Us 
their views with revard to them. 

We further direct that any other cases 
the treatment of which has been dissimilar 
be considered by the Boards and a uniform 
system of procedure be laid down by them. 
In the future compilation of statutes under- 
taken by the different Boards the Presidents 
and Secretaries will exercise a minute 
acrutiny and determiue a fair and uniform 
mode of procedure. si 

Jauuary 16th.—A Memorial from K‘o- 
méng-o and Kuei Ying, Tartar General at 
Sui-yiian, and his deputy, reporting the 
decision they have given in the case of the 
disputed boundary question betweeu the 
T‘umed and ‘Talate tribes in Mongolia, and 
requesting that a certain Beitzt of the 
latter tribe who allowed his su ordinates 
to object to this decision may be committed 
to the Mongolian Superintendency for the 
determination of a penalty, one of the 
Administrators of the tribe and others 
beiny cashiered until they submit to the 
award that has been made. 

As earlier reported, the Memorialists 
met the Captain of the Ikh Chao League at 
a place called Pao-! fou Cuésu on the Yellow 
River for the purpose of settling this 
dispute. On the 21st of October, the day 
after their arrival, they proceeded first to 
exainine the limits of the bed uf tle Yellow 
River and then called the witnesses of either 
side together and questioned them with the 
aid of the Ikh Chao League, ‘The Timed 
tribe produced charts wud records, and the 
Talate tribe produced two maps and copy 
of a memorial from an Impertal Commia- 
siouer in the 51st year of the reign Chien 
Lung, in which the old chaunel of the 
Yellow River was laid down asa boundary, 
with the Decree appended theretv. The 
T‘umeds also admitted the existence of 
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this Decree, but their charts did not agree 
with those of the ‘alates, the latter 
maintaining that the old course of the 
Yellow River Jay to the north of its 
present course, while the T‘umeds main- 
tained with equal persistency that the 
old course lay to the south of the pre- 
sent line, and each party pointed to old 
watercourses in support of their respective 
assertions. Looking to the decision given 
by a previous Governor, and to the fact that 
the evidence given by the people of the 
locality showed that the river did originally 
flow south of its present course, the Memo- 
rialist decided to allot the land east of the 
tumuli at the village of Wu-érh-pa-cli‘i to 
the T‘umeds, a decision which was formally 
announced to the assembled parties to the 
snit. The Bei-tzii of the Talates refused to 
accept this decision, although the equity of 
the award was thoroughly appreciated by 
the Captain of the Ikh Chao League, who 
did his best to persuade the ‘alates to 
acquiesce. They continued still to protest, 
so the Memorialists made a secoud survey 
which confirmed them in their previous 
Opinion, and they decided in accordance 
with the precedent afforded in the reign 
Chien Lung to maintain the boundary 
line they had already laid down. 

The Talates none the less continued ob- 
stinate and refused to submit, while the 
Bei-tzii above referred to, who has just suc- 
ceeded to the title and is very ignorant of 
official matters, allowed his Administrator 
and others to resort to subterfuge and de- 
ceif in the hope of gaining their object, 
viz., the appropriation of land which they 
had no right to, Uuless an example is 
made of these people, and some terrorism 
1s exercised over them, there is no hope of 
a settlement of the case being arrived at, 
and the Memorialists have therefore to 
pray that the said Bei-tzii may be committed 
to the Board of Mongolian Superintendency 
for the determination of the mark of dis- 
approbation ;-xlso that the Administrator 
and others may be cashiered until they 
give in their adherence to the award that 
has been made. 

The Memorialists have to explain in 
conclusion that their report is somewhat 
behind-hand owing to the fact that the 
sacred festival of Her Majesty’s Birthday 
intervened between its commencement and 
completion, and they could not venture to 
trouble His Majesty at that season with 
their Memorial. 

The request preferred is granted by 
Reacript. 

January 17th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Censor of the Shensi Circuit calling 


attention to the pernicious practice which, 
he alleges, prevails in Flonan of reporting 
certain districts as ‘‘ distressed” and there- 
fore exempt from taxation, though the land 
tax is none the less collected by the autho- 
rities who appropriate it to their own uses. 

It is the habit, so says the Memorialist, 
of four fifths of the Department and Dis- 
trict Magistrates in Honan to send in to 
the Governor just before or ‘after the 
second period of annual taxation false re- 
turns of lands which have suffered from 
drought or flood, and to apply for permis- 
sion to hold these lands exempt from 
payment of the tax, though this tax has 
already been paid, and they proceed to 
appropriate it, The agricultural popu- 
lation of Honan have always shown alacrity 
in the payment of the land tax, eighty 
per cent of the first instalment beiug 
paid punctually and the balance being in 
most cases made good before the second 
period of taxation comes round. The pro- 
vincial high authorities are well aware of 
this system of fraud, and as the post of 
inspector of distressed districts is a lucrn- 
tive appointment it is generally reserved 
for the Governor’s private friends. An 
inspector of distressed districts has to be 
treated with extreme obsequiousness by 
the Department or District Magistrate, 
whose presents to him are regulated by the 
quantity of ‘‘ distressed” land he has to 
inspect and pass, in some instances, the 
bribe being as high as several hundred taels 
in one District alone, the bribe so given 
being called a fee to cover the cost of inspec- 
tion. The Memorialist estimates theamount 
that is annually appropriated in this manner 
at something like Tls. 200,000, and he 


‘considers it iniquitous that the liberality 


and generosity of His Majesty, who is ever 
ready to forego the taxation due by his 
people when they are in distress, should be 
traded upon by a corrupt and worthless 
official class, who absorb the bounty in- 
tended for the poor and appropriate it to 
their private uses. The necessity in these 
times of financial difficulty of securing for 
the State every fraction of the revenue 
that is due to it is an additional reason for 
putting a stop to the fraudulent practices 
above indicated, and the Memorialist would 
accordingly pray His Majesty to direct the 
Governor of Honan to denounce any local 
authority who shall have been guilty of 
acts of the nature in question. He should 
at the same time be given three monthea 
to replace the sum he has stolen, and this 
act should be taken as a token of repen- 
tance, clearing the said officer from further 
notice being taken of his offence. Any ate 
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tempt to gloss over or conceal misconduct of 
the above kind should be punished by the 
dismissal of the offender from the public 
service and his incarceration till the amount 
of his peculations has been disgo:ged. The 
Memorialist would further hold the Gov- 
ernor responsible for the discovery of all 
cases of the kind, and make him liable to a 
penalty in the event of such misconduct 
being brought to light by some outside 
agenoy. (See Gazette of Ist January ) 

January 18th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
Haii Chih-hsiang, in compliance with the 
ruling of the Board of Civil Office, to be 
deprived of three steps of rank without the 
privilege of allowing commutative rank to 
be taken into account, 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shantung submitting his view on the sub- 
‘ject of the modification of the convict sya- 
tem in obedience to the Decree calling for 
reports from all the provinces on this sub- 
ject. 

In common with all the high authorities 
whose reports have already been published 
in the Gazette, the Memorialist considers 
that there is no occasion to modify 
the arrangements under which the criminals 
of the liw class are treated, as their sen- 
tences being terminable they have an 
inducement to bellave themselves. He 
recognises the anomaly that at present 
exists in the fact that there is practically 
no distinction drawn between the penalty 
of chiin and liu, and as the convicts 
belonging to the former class are mostly 
thieves, sobbers, and men of violent disposi- 
tion who are by nature improvident and 
idle, it ia necessary that they be treated 
more stringently, and that a line of demarca- 
tion be drawn between them and convicts 
of the li class. To accomplish this end, the 
Memorialist would reduce the five grades of 
chiin to two, viz. banishment to a mostdistant 
frontier or to a pestilential place, As re- 
gards the treatment of the two classes, 
he would give those over sixty years of age 
the rations allowed by law to the poor who 
have no support, and those who have a 
handicraft should be given a small sum to 
start them in business in the town to which 
they are allotted, being called upon to re- 
port themselves to the authorities twice a 
month. 

Tho chiin criminals should be placed in 
districts where a Government post exiats, 
aud employed at the different stations as 
grooms aud stable helps with a certain 
daily ration. Insubordination should be 
punished by imprisonment, and three or 
four years’ good conduct should entitle 
the convict toa relaxation of the restric- 


tions placed upon him, followed by an 
appointment to the post of yamén runner. 

The question of the advisability or the 
reverse of sending convicts to the New 
Dominion is one which should be left for 
the Governor of that region to decide. 


January 19th, 20th, 2lst.—No doeu- 
ments of importance. 


January 22ud,—(1) A Decree: Fan Kung- 
hsii, Secretary of the, Supervisorate of 
Instruction, submits a Memorial praying Us 
to issue certain explanatory commands to 
the officers whose duty it is to act as Cen- 
sors of the public administration and ad- 
dreas their criticisms to the Throne. 

The Secretary states that he believes 
that the punishment which Hsii Chih- 
hsiang has incurred for addressing certain 
remacks to the Shrove will have the effect 
of causing them to misunderstand that We 
still invite their criticisms, 

We bestowed a penalty upon Hsii Chih- 
hsiavg on a recent occasion because of the 
slanderous nature of the language he em- 
ployed, and not becanse of the subject mat- 
ter of hiis address to Us. 

All you Ministera whose duty it is to ad- 
dress the Throne will continue, as is your 
bounden duty, frankly and without 
reserve to lay before Us the expression 
of your views upon questions of Goy- 
eromenf administration whenever you are 
genuinely of opinion that it is not what it 
ought to be. 

To the suggestion that this recent act of 
Ours will bar freedom of speech to the 
Throne, We reply with the question 
whether, if it were really the case, the 
Secretary would have submitted the Me- 
morial which We are now noticing? The 
creation of parties and factions and the 
support of their own party and vilifica- 
tion of opposing onea was a vicious habit 
that prevailed amongst the officers of Gov- 
ernment in the days of the Ming, but thie 
evil propensity is not tolerated by the pre- 
sent dynasty, and it is Our duty to punish 
offences of such nature as a warning against 
indulgence therein. In sum, the Court 
desires to see with the eyes and hear with 
the ears of all, as this will eminently con- 
duce to the fulfilment of Our desire to 
secure the proper execution of measures of 
undoubted worth, and to obtain the ser- 
vicea of competent agents for the conduct 
of the Government of the empire. 

We therefore charge all you Our Min- 
isters to cleanse your hearts from all pre- 
judice and doubt, and, giving reverent 
heed to Our commands, which have so often 
been laid upon you, to submit your critic- 
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isms with loyalty of purpose, freeing your 
minds from any hesitancy or suspicion. 
Fan Kung-hsit has not thoroughly appre- 
ciated the motives of the Court, and has 
been guilty of extreme presumption in 
addressing Us in this abrupt and improper 
manner. We command therefore that he 
be committed to the Board for the deter- 
mination of the measure of his offence. 

(2) A joint Memorial from the Governor- 
General and Literary Chancellor of Kansu, 
On the arrival of thre latter Memorialist at 
his present post, some two years ago, the 
examinations which he proceeded to hold 
in the five prefectures and districts of 
P'ing-liang, Ching-yany, Ching-chou, Ku- 
lang, and Ning-hsia revealed such an 
Ignorance of composition and of the ordi- 
nary rules of versification that on lis return 
from the examination tour to the provin- 
cial capital he prevailed on the Governor- 
General to turn ao old examination hall in 
that city into a college to which the name 
Chin Ku Shu Yuan or ‘‘ Classical Academy” 
was given, andin which the educational 
course was limited to criticism and ex- 
position of the canonical books and an 
explanation of the laws of versification. 
During the two years that it has been in 
existence this institution has created a 
- gradual improvement iu the perception 
of the students attending it, who have 
learnt the necessity of fundamental research 
in the conduct of their studies. The dis- 
tance of the five Western prefectures of 
the province from the provincial capital 
is, however, so great that the students from 
those prefectures who are able to avail 
themselves of the classical academy are 
few in number, and the Memorialists now 
propose to found a similar establishment 
in the city of Kan-chou, which is the focus 
of the area in question. The funds re- 
quired for the maintenance of this establish- 
ment, which, it should be stated, is experi- 
meutal, will be in the first case provided 
by the Literary Chancellor from his anti- 
extortion allowance, and the institution 
will subsequently be endowed by the Gov- 
ernor-General, wlio will furnish the prefects 
of the two cities in which they are situated 
with funda for that purpose, which will be 
placed out at interest. 

January 23rd.—(Court Circular.) Fu 
K‘un reported himself at Court at the 
conclusion of the ceramony of preparing 
the La Pa Chow, or gruel composed of 


western square to witness a: Mongolian 
dance. 

(1) A Memorial from P‘an Ting-hsin, 
Governor of Kuangai, submitting a supple- 
inentary list of 21 officers, including two 
of the rank of ¢'t tu and two of tsung ping, 
or Brigade General, who have succumbed 
to the effects of the climate in Tonquin, 
and the bestowal upon them of the most 
liberal form of posthumous reward allotted 
by law to officers, who have succumbed to 
the effecls of climate while on military 
duty after having done good service in the 


field. A separate list of the men who have 


various condiments, which is made on the- 


1dth of the 12th moon every year at the 
Imperial Lamasery as a sort of offering of 
the firstfruits of the year. His Majesty 
will proceed at noou to-morrow to the 


died from malaria is enclosed.—The request 
is granted by Rescript. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kiangsu to the effect the magistrate of the 
Ch‘ing-ho District reports the death at 
Hankow in the month of November last of 
one Wu Ping-lin, an expectant prefect in 
Szechuen. The deceased officer, who was 
on his way to the province in which he was 
to serve, had gone as far as Hankow on 
his way thither when he was seized by an 
attack of spitting of blood, which obliged 
him to pause. While there he received a 
telegrain informing him that a Decree had 
been issued ordering him to Fuhkien for 
military service, but two days after its re- 
ceipt he died. His relatives, finding it 
inconvenient to cross the river, did not 
report his death at the Yamén of the Gov- 
ernor-General, but took his remains down 
to Anhui, the province of his adoption. 
Tt was not until they reached Ch‘in-chiang 
that they surrendered the deceased oflicer’s 
credentials, which have now been sent to 
the Board. | 

The deceased officer was a nephew of a 
former Governor-General of Szechuen, and 
distinguished himself during the last reign 
in various operations against the rebels in 
Kiangsu, Shantung and Auhui, betng re- 
warded for his services on these occasions 
by successive promotions. The Memorial 
concludes with an expression of regret ab 
the untimely death of this officer before he 
has been able to respond to the last call of 
duty that has been imposed upon him,— 
Rescript: It is noted. 

January 24th.—(1) A further series of 
prayers for snow is announced for the 29th 
inst., in which His Majesty will take part. 

(2) A Decree: P‘an Ting-hsin reports 
the achievement of a victory under the 
following circumstances : 

After the defeat of the French at Chfuan 
-tfou (LBA) reinforcements were brought 


up, and they estallished themselves in 
eutrenched positions at Chih Tso She (Ht 
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4£ JEL) on the banks of the river. On the 
15th of December Pan Ting-hsin ordered 
certain divisions to place themselves in 
ainbush at different points, while General 
Ch‘éu Chia attacked them on the following 
day. ‘The troops that were lying in am- 
bush then suddenly sallied forth and killed 
four French officers and over 180 French 
converts, besides capturing a large quantity 
of arms. The enemy who were defeated 
retreated to the village of Chih T’so Shé, 
where they remained and refused to cume 


forth, 

It is naturally right that rewards should 
be bestowed upun the officers who specially 
distinguished themselves upon this occa- 
sion, and We hereby command that a 
Yellow Riding Jacket be bestowed upon 
Ch‘én Chia, General of the An-yi Division 
in: Kueichow, althouvh he disclaims any 
reward for his services. A loug list of 
minor distinctions to be bestowed on 
various subordinate officers here follows, 
commencing with a First Captain, and 
posthumous honours are allotted to certain 
officers who lost their lives during the 
engagement, The Decree further an- 
nounces the receipt of an order from Her 
Majesty the Empresa Dowager to dis- 
tribute the sum of ‘ls, 5,000 from the 
Privy Purse amongst the soldiers who dis- 
played special energy in the engagement 
in question, 

(3) A Decree: The Court of Censors 
presents a Memorial on behalf of one Li 
Ch‘ang-ohén, a prohationary officer of the 
supplementary ninth grade of rank, charg- 
ing Liu Chin-t‘ang, Governor of the New 
Dominion, Chin Shuu, Chang Yo-ming and 
others with ignoring the requirements of 
the frontier region, appropriating military 
funds, and generally conducting themselves 
jn an arrogant and extravayaut manner. 


We have perused this Memorial with 
great surprise. If Liu Chin-t‘ang aud the 
other officers impeached were really guilty 
of the ingratitude fer Imperial favours 
which the offences alleged against them 
would amount to, these most assuredly 
could not escape the notice of the Court, 
but itis evident that Li Ch‘fang-chén, au 
expectant probationary officer in Shansi 
who has furtively made his way to the New 
Dominion and tendered his seryices there 
as a volunteer, must have forwarded the 
representation he has made to Us through 
the Court of Consors, attacking and slauder- 
ing these olticers in satisfaction of a pri- 
vate grudge, 

On reference to the sacred teachings of 
Our illustrious ancestor the Emperor Jén 


Tsung Jui (Chia Cli‘ing) We find that it is 
laid duwn that while the object of inviting 
criticism was to call forth respectful state- 
ments of opinion, this privilege of sub- 
mitting such statements was none the 
less restricted by limitations of rank which 
were not allowed to be transgressed, and 
while the privilege of speech was freely 
extended, rigorous precautions were taken 
against the coufusion of hearaay and ocular 
proof. 

In spite of the peremptory nature of the 
restrictions thus laid down, so insignificant 
an official as Li Chfang-chén has had the 
presumption to submit to Us a Memorial 
discussing the merits and demerits of pro- 
vincial high authorities, wherein he has 
been guilty of extreme wrong-doing. We 
command that he be forthwith cashiered 
and sent back to his uative place, where 
he will be subjected to the strict surveil- 
lance of the local authorities, and pre- 
vented frum going a-field to create dis- 
turbance, From this time forward all 
individuals or officers who have any opinions 
which they wish to make known will pay 
reverent heed to the Decree issued on the 
11th day of the 2nd mvon of the 3rd year 
of the reign Hsien Féng, iu which it is laid 
down that any representation submitted 
to the Throne by such officer or individual 
must be carefully considered by the chiefs 
of the department through which it is 
teudered before it is laid before the Court. 

(4) Féng Jun-ku ( 3% 7 G) is ap- 
pointed prefect of Han-yang Fu in Hupei. 

January 2dth.—No documents of im- 
portance. 


January 26th.—(1) A Decree: The 
Board of Civil Office report that they have 
determined the penalty which should be 
inflicted on Fan Kung-hsii, Secretary of 
the Supervisorate of Instruction, and solicit 
Our will as to whether or no he shall 
be allowed to reckon commutative rank 
in the execution of this penalty. We 
command that the sentence of deprivation 
of one step of rank with removal to another 
post which haa been passed by the Board 
shall be inflicted on Fan Kung-hsii, who 
will not be allowed to tender cummutative 
rauk in gntiafaction thereuf, 

(2) The remainder of this day’s issue, 
with trifling exceptions, is occupied with a 
voluminous report by the Governor-General 
Li Hung-chang on the subject of a protest 
lodged by certain gentry of Chilli and 
others at the Court of Censors, against the 
proposed construction of a sluice at a place 
called Chu-chia K‘ou in that province, with 
the object vf removing the pressure of 
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water in the Hu-t‘o river and leading the 
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surplus water by a canal into the Tztt-ya | 


River. 

‘The Memorialist states that this scheme 
has been the subject of protests from hun- 
dreda of individuals to the local authorities, 
and to himself, on the ground that it will 
entail immense injury to numerous riparian 
proprietors and endanger the safety of an 
enormous area of country. In order to 
satisfy himself of the exact nature of the 
conditions of the river and the accuracy of 
the arguments brought forward by the 
objectors to the scheme, the Memorialist 
appointed a commission of officers consist- 
ing of the Tao-t‘ai at Tientain, the acting 
Tao-t‘ai of the Ch‘ing River Works, and 
the Customs ‘l'ao-t‘ai at Tientsin to survey 
the ground in person and furnish him with 
a detailed statement of the result of their 
observations. 

With this report before hin the Memo- 
rialist proceeds to consider the circum- 
stances of the case. His statement is too 
lengthy to produce in full, but the case 
under cousideration and the conclusions 
arrived at may be generally stated as fol- 
lows: 

Lhe scheme as originally proposed was 
to construct a stone dam or sluce at 
a place called Chu-chia K‘ou in the Hsien 
District, aud by means of this sluice to 
lead the waters of the Hu-t‘o River, by 
way of Pa-li Chiao, to a large marsh known 
as Kuang-chuang Wa, from whence it would 
be led by way of Nien-tsu Chi‘iao into the 
Tzii-ya River, This scheme was found by 
the Commissioners to be unsatisfactory, be- 
cause the river at Pa-li Cli‘iao is more than 
ten feet lower than at Chu-chia K‘ou, while 
the level at Kuang-chuang Wa is the same 
as that of the Tzii-ya River. Under these 
circumstances it would be impossible to dig 
a canal, and embankments would have to 
be constructed instead, which would un- 
doubtedly result in a disastrous overflow 
whenever the water rose above the banks, 
involving the flooding of 300 villages if the 
south bauk gave way, and the creation of a 
vast lake submerging nine departments and 
districts if the northern bank broke down. 
Careful measurements of the whole ground 
were tuken by the commission, whose 
survey resulted in the discovery that there 
was a fall of over 40 feet in the 180 di 
through which the channel of derivation 
had been intended to be led, the levels 
throughout being very irregular. Great 
alarm was naturally created amongst the 
population whose interests would effected 
by the proposed scheme, and, asabovestated, 
hundreds of protests were lodged against 


its adoption, so that its abandonment is 
undoubtedly called for. The Memorialist 
premises the explanation of the alternative 
scheme he proposes to adopt with the 
statement that the waters of the Hu-t‘o 
River used formerly to flow into the Tzi- 
ya River and from thence were carried into 
the sea, but in the year 1868 the former 
river changed its course to the north and 
emptied into the Ku-yang River, which 
had no outlet into the sea but simply over- 
flowed the country. After much labour 
and expense a canal was cut at Hsien 
Hsien in the year 1881 with the object of 
once more leading tlie waters of the Hu-t‘o 
River into the Tzti-ya River, with the result 
that forty etght villages were once more 
subject to the inundations by which they 
used to be invaded before the river changed 
its course, ‘That they do suffer injury is not 
denied, but at least the mischief done is 
limited to forty-eight villages instead of to 
nine departments and districts, as would be 
the case werethe new scheme adopted, which 
was designed to relieve these forty eight 
villages from the risk of flood. Be thie aa it 
may, the Memorialist none the less thinks 
that they are entitled to all the considera- 
tion that can be shown them, and in order 
to ameliorate their condition he proposes 
to guard the area in question from inunda- 
tion by the erection of higher banks and 
the deepening of the channel of derivation 
at an estimated coat of Tls. 50,000, more 
or less. Upon the breaking up of the 
frost officers will be sent to make further 
surveys previous to commencing the under- 
taking. See Gazetée of Sth January. — 

January 27th.—(Court Circular) Prince 
Ch‘ing returns thanks for the addition His 
Majesty has been graciously pleased to 
make to his, the Prince’s, bodyguard. 

(1) The Governor-General of Shensi and 
Kansu reports the murder of his wife bya 
department police-master under the follow- 
ing circumstances :— 

Lu K‘ai-ti, who isa Kiangsi man, having 
purchased the grade of police-master, was 
allotted the province of Kansu as the one 
in which he was to serve. While in Kan- 
su he married the daughter of one Haii, 
an expectant Assistaut Department Magis- 
trate, and was as a rule on amicable terms 
with his wife. Having obtained the ap- 
pointment of police-master at Ching Chou, 
Lu K‘ai-ti went to his postaccompanied by his 
wife and the maid of his wife’s kinswoman, 
whom he borrowed for the journey to keep 
his wifecompauy, promising tosend her back 
by any opportuuity that presented itself ; 
su the maid, whose name was Chi Hsiang, 
or Luck,” stayed on with her temporary 
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mistress, She had not been long in the 
house before the master began to wanton 
with her, and although the wife knew of 
her husband’s improper relations with the 
maid, who had more than once yielded to 
his embraces, she forbore to complain and 
was silent on the matter of her husband’s 
infidelity. Matters continued after this 
fashion for some two moutha, until one 
morning the maid returned her mistress a 
BAluLCY answer when told to aweep the floor. 
The mistress thereupon told Miss ‘‘ Luck” 
that she was no better than she ought to be. 
The girl retorted that her mistress “ wag 
another,” whereupon Madam Lu said she 
could not live to be called such shameful 
names as tliat, aud tried then and on 
several subsequent occasionsto hang herself 
aud swallow poison ; but on every occasion 
the husband prevented her from doing so, 
and moreover punished Misa ‘‘ Luck” 
severely for her impertinence to her mis- 
tress. ‘'wo days after she had made these 
attempts to destroy herself, her husband 
having occasion to leave the room early 
oue morning to receive visitors, Madam 
Lu took a work-stdol and a piece of silk 
sennit, which she passed over the beam of 
the roof by meana of the stool. Just as 
she was stepping on to the stool her 
husband came back and found her pre- 
paring to hang herself, so he stopped 
her. She protested that she would hang 
herself, aud cried and made such a noise 
that ler husband lost his temper and de- 
termined that she should destroy herself if 
she was bent uponit, so he made a running 
noose on the cord that was hanging from 
the beam and made her put her headin it, 


He then pulled away the stool, and just as © 


she was hanging Miss ‘‘ Luck” and another 
serving woman came into the room, where- 
upon Lu K‘ai-ti, fearing leat they should 
report to the local authority that he had 
hanged his wife, pretended he was mad, 
and picked up a small knife that was close 
to haud and proceeded to cut his own 
throat, The women shrieked with alarm, 
and the carter then rushed into the room 
and seized the kuife froin his master, after 
which he cut down Madam Lu, but she 
was already dead, Tlie case was duly re- 
ported to the local authority, an inspection 
was made of the body, and the husband 
was in due course arrrigned on the capital 
charge, being cashiered, as is usual, pre- 
vious to his trial, at which the above facts 
were elicited, and confessed to by the pri- 
soner without reservation. 

The Memorialist then proceeds to quote 
the law bearing on this case, which ia as 
follows: When a husband beats his wife 


and causes her death he shall be strangled 
after the usual period of incarceration. 
Wilful murder of his wife by a husband is 
algo punished by strangulation, and there 
is further an enactment to the effect that 
when women quarrel and recriminations 
pass on both sides, if either tries to 
destroy herself in anger at the abusive 
epitheta that have been applied to her 
by the other, the latter shall receive a 
hundred blows with the heavy bamboo 
and be banished to a distance of 3,000 li. 
Although the law above quoted does not 
precisely meet the circumstances of the 
present case it 1s analogous, and in the 
absence of any special enactment that can 
be applied the sentence to be passed should 
be détermined thereby. The Memorialist 


has accordingly sentenced Lu K'‘ai ti, sub- 


ject to the approval of His Majesty, to 
strangulation after the autumn assize, 

The maid Chi Haiang has been sentenced, 
under the law above quoted with reference 
to women quarrelling, to 100 blows with 
the heavy bamboo and banishment to a dis- 
tance of 3,000 li, as the attempt of her 
temporary mistress to commit suicide was 
undoubtedly due to the abusive epithets 
which she spplied to her. Being in the 
position of a serving woman, and having 
been guilty of immoral conduct, she will ° 
be forced to undergo the corporal punish- 
ment, but will be allowed to commute the 
sentence of banishment by a money pay- 
ment.—Referred by Rescript to the Board 
of Revenue. 

January 28th.—(1) A Decree. The Grand 
Councillora and Grand Secretaries, in 
association with the Board of Punishments, 
have decided the punishment to be award- 
ed to the degraded Governors T'ang 
Chinng and Haii Yen-hsti in two separate 
Memorials which we have before us. The 
degraded Governor of Yunnan, Tang 
Chiung, had returned to his own province, 
without Jinperial permission, from his 
army stationed outside the gates ; so that 
his soldiers became careless and discour- 
aged, and the cities of Shan-si, Bacninh, 
and others in Annam were lost insuccession. 
There is no circumstance which can ex- 
tenuate hiscrime. The degraded Governor 
of Kuangsi, Haiti Yen-hsii, while con- 
ducting the defences outside the Kuangsi 
gates, held Liangshan from first to last 
without making any advances. The army 
under him knew no discipline, and he 
employed men not qualified for their poats ; 
the result being that a number of defeats 
followed. Ho is charged: with having 
brought about reverses. What reply can he 
make to that to exculpate himself? Let 
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T‘ang Chiung and Heii Yen-histi, in accor- 
dance with the decision, be imprisoned and 
executed after the Autumnal Aasizes. Li 
Hung-chang, and Tso Tsung-t‘ang, who 
before the sentence had been determined 
upon in regard to T‘ang Chiung and Haiti 
Yen-hsii, repeatedly memorialized Us that 
it was regrettable to throw away the ser- 
vices of such able men and that they should 
be kept in employment, have acted blindly. 
Tiny Pao-chen interceded for Tfang Chiung 
on the ground that it would regrettable to 
lose lis services, and moreover in his 
Memorials petitioned Us to grant the 


privilege of having temples built for 
the worship of those officers under him 
who died in battle. He no doubt in- 


tended to give T‘ane Chiung a good show- 
ing, Therefore let Li Hung-chang, Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang and Ting Pao-chen be handed 
over to the Board for penalty, each ac- 
cording to his desert. T‘u Tsung-yin had 
formerly recommended Hsii Yen-hsii, but 
he only selected him from among those 
under him for the sake of his abilities. His 
fault is vot very great. Let him be tried by 
the Boards, Chaug Chih-tung recommended 
Hsti Yen-hsii to the Throne on the ground 
that Ilsit was qualified for both civil and 
military posts. He committed a grave 
mistake ; only, as since his appoinment to 
the Viceroyalty of the [wo Kuang he has 
heen especially energetic in recruiting 
soldiers and collecting funds, We leniently 
permit him to be tried by the Boards. 
Chen Pao-chen and Chang P‘ei-lun stre- 
nuously recommended Tang Chiung and 
Hsii Yon-haii for military posts, and 
memorialized to have them sent with 
Yunnan and Kuangsi soldiers to go without 
the borders for defence and war. But the 
end was defeat. They committed a great 
blunder (against the state.) Moreover 
Chang P‘ei-lun while managing the de- 
fences of the Min province had acted very 
unsatisfactorily in the battle of Mamoi. 
Chen Pao-chen is to be handed over to the 
Boarda for a severe penalty. Chang P-ei- 
Jun is to be summarily degraded, and, as 
there are other charges against him, let 
him come to Peking for trial, The former 
Grand Councillors, Prince Kung, Pao 
Chiin, Li Hung-taao, and Chien-lien were 
not careful in selecting high military com- 
-manders, and too hastily memorialized Us 
for their appointment. They were not 
clear in their judgment of men, but as 
they were punished in the third moon of 
the present year, We ordain that by an 
Act of Special Grace they be exempt from 
the punishment they deserve in the present 
lustauce. 


(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of areport from the Censor Ho Ch‘ung- 
kuang, who alleges that a wl:olesale system 
of corruption prevails in the conduct of 
the literary examinations in Kuangtung, 
and suggests certain means by which the 
abuses he describes can be prevented. The 
Decree acknowledges the immediate neces- 
sity of putting a stop to the frandulent 
practices described by the Censor if such 
really exist. Amongst these malpractices 
are the correction of the candidates’ papers 
by the men engaged to copy them out 
for the examiners’ approval, the prepara- 
tion of compositions outside the Examina- 
tion Hall which are passed in to tho 
candidate, professional essay writers ser- 
ving as attendants in the enclosure, 
the arrangement of a previous under- 
standing with associate examiners, the 
substitution of amended papers after. the 
results of the examination have been 
announced, and similar corrupt dealings. 
The Governor-General and Governor are 
called upon to issue proclamations strictly 
forbidding the malpractices described by 
the Censor, and are further directed to 
work a reformation in the system under 
which examinations are conducted in auch 
wise that they shall be free from dishonest 
practices of every kind whatsoever. As 
other provinces are probably tainted with 
the fraudulent doings complained of, the 
above commands are made equally appli- 
cable to all provincial high authorities, who 
are warned against regarding them as 
merely formal. 

(3) Pei Ying-sén, Judge of Fuhkien, is 
appointed Acting Director of the Foochow 
Arsenal, 


A Decree : Liu Ming-ch‘uan reports that 
one of the gentry in Formosa has contri- 
buted a large sum to the public necessities, 
and begs that will extend Our favour to- 
wards him. 


Lin Wei-yiian, a notable of T‘ai-wan, 
who is an expectant Taotai and holds the 
brevet of President of a minor Metropoli- 
tan Court of the third grade, was some time 
since entrusted under the Imperial War- 
rant with the organisation and control of a 
local militia in northern Formosa, The 
said officer, thoroughly embued with the 
spirit of patriotism, came forward with 
aid in the form of a large sum of money 
at atime when military operations had ar- 
rived at an important stage, wherein he 
has acted in a manner that is highly com- 
mendable. We command that Lin Wei- 
yiian be constituted an expectant Director 
of a minor Metropolitan Court of the 4th 
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or 5th grade, as a mark of Our special ap- 
proval of his conduct. 


January 29th.—(1) Haiti Shu-ming( 


A 2) is appointed Vice-Director of the 
Imperial Clan Court. 


With the exception of the account of a 
murder case in Kueichow arising out of a 
dispute about laud, the details of which 
are uninteresting, the whole of thia day’s 
issue is occupied with formal reports from 
the provinces and from the Imperial agent 
at Urga on matters of official routine. 

January 30th.—(1) A Decree: Ts‘6n 
Yii-ying reports that the French troops 
having made a sortie from Hsiian-kuang 
(Tomjene Kouang) their advance was stop- 
ped by the Imperial forces, who routed 
them and gained a victory, recapturing 
different places one after the other. 

On the 7th of December 1884 the French 
troops at Hasitan-kuang took advantage of 
a fog to sally forth in large numbers from 
_the town and make a direct attack upon 
the entrenched camp of Wu Fénz-tien, 
one of the commanders under Liu Jung- 
fu, who advanced to meet them with his 
force. T‘ang Ching-sung, secretary of a 
Metropolitan Board, and others, attacked 
the enemy upon three sides, hemming 
them in and killing large numbers of 
them, gaining a decided success in the 
encounter. 

The following places have now been re- 
covered from the enemy : 

In the province of Hsiian-kuang: An- 
p‘ing Fu, Lu-an Chow and Chan-hua Chow, 
together with the villages of Lien-shan, 
T‘ung-an, Chung-mén and An-ling outside 
the town of Hsuan-luang. 

In the province of Hsing-hua: The 
district towns of Chén-an, Wén-chén and 
An-li. 

In the province of Shansi (Sontay): The 
district towns of Hsia-ho and Ch‘ing-po. 

The people in the above places have 
regained their normal condition of tran- 
quillity and We hereby command Ts‘én 
Yii-ying to push forward hia forces with 
all expedition and to use every effurt to 
break down the opposition of the foe. We 
further command Ts‘én Yu-ying to ascertain 
the names of the officers who specially dis- 
tinguished themselves upon this occasion 
and to submit them to the throne for the 
signification of Our pleasure as to the 
tokens of favour that shall be extended to 
them. 

We have been honoured with the re- 
ceipt of commands from Her Majesty the 
Empress Dowager to the effect that the 
aum of Tls, 5,000 from the Privy Purse 


shall be distributed amongst the private 
soldiers, regular and irregular, whose ex- 
ertions upon this occasion were specially 
commendable. 

The said Governor-General is hereby 
laid under a strict injunction to rouse his 
officers and men to unite in a common 
hatred of the enemy of their Sovereign, 
and to endeavour by the display of per- 
sonal effort to merit the rewards which 
await the deserving, 

(2) A Joint Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Nanking and the Governor of 
Kiangsu requesting His Majesty to sanction 
the imprisonment of an ex-District Magie- 
trate and the confiscation of his property 
to meet certain deficits or defalcations, 
which remain to be discovered, in the 
amount of land tax that should have been: 
collected by him. This magistrate, who 
retired from the service a short time ago, 
was unable to produce a sum of Tls. 14,349 
due by him on account of taxes collected 
but never remitted. Upon discovery of 
this deficit the Memorialists requested that 
His Majesty would order that he should 
be cashiered and allowed two months within 
which to make the money good. This limit 
has now been exceeded and all that has 
been recovered from him is Ts. 1,839, 
leaving a balance of ‘ls, 12,500 still due. 
The Memorialists bee now therefore that 
His Majesty will sanction the arrest of this 
man and his imprisonment for the recovery 
of the debt, steps being taken simultan- 
eously for the confiscation of hts property, 
The prefect of Soochow has already been 
instructed to ascertain whether Wang Ch‘i- 
chin, the officer in question, whose post was 
the magistrateship of Wu-chin Haien, has 
any property at his lodgings at Soochow, 
at any places in which he previously held 
office, or in his place of domicile, all of 
which will be confiscated as a set-off against 
the debt. Wang Ch‘i-chin will be further 
examined with a view to discovering whe- 
ther the money due by him was fraudu- 
lently appropriated orapplied to some public 
object for which its expenditure was not 
authorised, and the further punishment to 
be inflicted upon him will be determined 
accordingly.—By a Rescript appended to 
the Memorial the request of the Memo- 
rialists is granted. 

(3) Ts‘en Yii-ying submits a further list 
containing the names of 43 officers who 
have succumbed to the effeots of malaria in 
Tonquin and solicits the bestowal of liberal 
posthumous honours upon them in the 
melancholy circumstances under which they 
met their death while fighting in a strange 
country.—Granted by Rescript. 
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January 31st.—(1) A Memorial from the 
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this list has been reduced by one half, by 


Director of the Buard of Civil Office and 


his cclleagues acknowledging the receipt © 


of au Imperial Decree committing Hatt 
Chih-hsiang, Secretary of the Grand Secre- 
tariat, to their Department for the deter- 
mination of a penalty for the slanderous 
and improper language used by him ina 
Memorial to the Throne on the subject of 
railways, the abandonment of which was 
advocated by him. . 


The Memorialists have to observe that 
the Jaw lays down that any one commit- 
ting anu aet of misdemeanour, when that act 
Is of a grave uature, shall receive eighty 
blows with the heavy bamboo, and when 
the offence is one committed in a pri- 
vate capacity the penalty is deprivation 
of three steps of rank with removal to 
anothee post, As sii Chih-hsiany, Secre- 
tary of the Grand Secretariat, failed to 
bring an unprejudiced mind to bear on 
the arguments brought forward by hin 
in his Memorial to the Throne advocating 
the abandonment of railway enterprise 
and the immediate direction of attention 
to the subject of river works, for whieh 
he was committed by Imperial Decree to 
the Memorialists’ Board for correction, it 
now becomea their duty to request that 
Hsii Chih-hsiang, Secretary of the Grand 
Secretariat, may, under the law against 
misdemeanour committed in a private capa- 
city, intepreted in its strictest seuse, be 
deprived of three steps of rank and removed 
to another post, 


(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Hei-luug Chiang submitting for His Ma- 
Jesty’s approval a project for the division 
of the large area embraced under the 
subprefecture of Hu-lan in that province 
lnty two jurisdictions, the new sub-prefec- 


ture to be atyled Sui-hua Ting (#244 gs) 
and to be established at Pei-t‘aau-lin-tzu, 
the officer in charge being given the rank 
of Assistant Sub-prefect, with a sub-dia- 
trict deputy Magistrate under him. ‘This 
change is proposed in view of the present 
impossibility of one officer effectually main- 
taining order and administering justice over 
the vast area covered by the Hu-lan Sub- 
prefecture, which is sume 1,500 to 1,600 iin 
circumference, and infested with brigands 
and other bad characters. ‘Ihe result is 
that .cases of murder and robbery with 
Violence are constantly occurring with auch 
frequeucy that one official cannot keep pace 
with them and judicial arrears continue to 
accumulate. Sume time since the list of 
unsettled cases of murder and brigaudage 
amuunted to as many as fifty or sixty, but 


the aid of special officers deputed to clear 
off judicial arrears, and it is hoped that 
under the new arrangement -it will be 
found possible to avoid these arrears and 
to effect a reorganisation in the present 


judicial system which will facilitate its 


administration aud tend to promote the 
general interests of the locality. 

February lst —(1) A Decree: Téang 
Ch‘éug-leaiu, Director of the Court of 
State Ceremonial, anbmits a Memorial in 
which he pleads that a certain Expositor 
hag been subjected to a heavy penalty for 
a light offence, and prays that the penalty 
of reduction of rank and removal to another 
post which has been inflicted upon Fan 
Kung-haii may be graciously remitted, 

The statements he makes are incorrect. 
Our Ministers whose privilegs it is to 
address criticisms to the Throne have dis- 
played a tendency of late to andulge too 
freely in slanderous vituperation, and their 
representations are by no means charac- 
terised by that freedom from prejudice 
which their arguments should at all times 
display. Hsti Chih-hsiang brought correc- 
tion upon himself upon the occasion in 
question by resson of the deliberate nature 
of his slanderous imputatiuns, and, al- 
though this fact was clearly demonstrated 
in the Decree which We issued, Fan Kung- 
haiti failed to appreciate the motives which 
called it forth and rashly submitted a 
Memorial on the subject, for which act of 
impetuosity a slight correction was Luflicted 
upon him. ‘The reputation gained by this 
ollicer during his tenure of office as Literary 
Chancellor of Shensi was fairly good, and 


the Court was long ago aware of the fact, 


but the question of his future employment 
in an ofticinl capacity ig one which it is the 
prerogative of the Court to decide, and 
We are at a loss to understand why the 
said Director should make the uncalled-for 
statement that We were going in the face 
of public opinion and therefore apply for 
the remission of his sentence.. We would 
ask, further, what would become of con- 
atitutional procedure if the privilege of 
deciding who are the men to be employed 
by the State is to be wielded by a subor- 
dinate official ? 

The Director states in his Momorial that 
the sacred teachings of Our illustrious 
Forefathers are not contined to the rebuke 
of the slanderous attacks of faction against 
faction. We regard the formation of parties 
and factions a8 one of the most peruictous 
and obnoxious of habits, and upon reference 
to the Decrees of the reign Gh‘ieun Lung We 


. find’ the principle repeatedly laid down in 


a es 


inthe Sacred Commands that the forma- 
tion of secret oliques and factions with a 
view to the subversion of appropriate poli- 
tical measures is to be guarded against and 
prevented. 

We find, again, in the Veritnhle Records 
of the reign of His Majesty Shéng Tsu Jén 
(K‘ang Bai), that while His Majesty admit- 
ted the necessity of affording liberty of 
address to the Throne He none the less 
considered that these representationusshould 
not be too promiscuous in their nature, 
The Decrees enunciating this prohibition 
were positive aud emphatic, and form an 
absolute rule for the guidance of future 
generations for all time to come. 

In the 3rd moon of the present year, also, 
a solemn and peremptory warning was 
issued by Her Majesty the Empress Do- 
wager against the strife of opposing parties 
and indulgence in slanderous vituperation, 
Ata time like the present, beset with diff- 
culties of many kiuds, the privilege of 
addreas to the Throne has been widely 
extended, and We never fail to give 
immediate effect to any relevant sugges- 
tions that emanate from our Ministers and 
servants, metropolitan or provincial, nor do 
We lightly inflict correction for chance 
blemishes of diction or style that may 
occasionally appear. ‘We are none the less 
under an obligation to record Our emphatic 
objection to improper indulgence in the 
expression of personal opinons and the 
introduction of private conjectures, We 
have retained for perusal several repre- 
sentations that have been addressed to Us 
since the degradation of Hsti Chih-haiang, 
and in some iustances have directed the 
Board to report upon the suggestions they 
contain, Our only object being to obtain 
& consensus of opinion to the advance- 
ment of the general interests. This may 
be considered a clear proof that freedom of 
speech is not barred, and that there is no 
fear that, as apprehended by the Director, 
tlhe voice of Our Ministers and servants 
will no longer be heard. 

Téng Ch‘eng-lsiu has already displayed 
a want of breadth of view in denouncing 
Hei Yén-hait last spring for incapacity and 
misconduct after his failure had become an 
acconiplished fact. We constantly receive 
Memorials of this type, but We have never 
censured the authors in the slightest degree, 
for the very reason that We wish to treat 
the Censorate officials with exceeding libera- 
lity. The Director takes credit to himself 
for boldness in speech, aud ventures ac- 
cordingly to introduce into his Memorial 
euch remarke as ‘‘ disaster follows their 
words,’ au expression which would cer. 
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tainly never de used by a loyal and devoted 
Minister. He has purposely tried to excite 
Our wrath in order to gain a reputation 
for candour in criticism, a shallow device 
that does not escape Our notice. 

Let his Memorial be returned to him 
with contempt, and let him be handed to 
the Board for the determination of a 
penalty. 

February 2ud.—(1) A Decree announcing 
the penalties to which the Board has deter- 
niined that certain high officers have ren- 
dered themselves liable for their connection 
with the Governors of Yiinnan and Kuang- 
si who have been lately sentenced to death. 

The Grand Secretaries Li and ‘l'so are to 
lose two steps of rank but retain their 
respective offices; Ting Pao-chéng, Go- 
yernor-General of Szechuen, is also to lose 
two ateps of rank but retain his office, the 
penalty of deprivation of three steps of 
rank and removal to another post which 
Board assigned him being modified as a 
apecial act of grace; Chang Chih-tung, 
Governor-General at Canton, loses one step 
in rauk but retains his post, the same scale 
of penalty being awarded to Tu Taung- 
ying, former Governor-General of the Hu 
Kuang Provinces. Ch‘én Pao-ch‘én, Secre- 
tary of the Grand Secretariat, loses five 
steps of rank and is to be removed to an- 
other post. 

(2) Ts‘én Yii-ying, Governor-General of 
Yiinnan and Kueichow, reports that during 
his absence beyond the frontier the newly 
arrived Financial Commissioner, Kany I, 
will conduct all the current work of the 
Memorialist’a office, referring mattera of 
serious importauce to the Memorialist at 
his headquarters. The Governor will be 
requested, as heretofore, to take the 
inonthly examinations of military oficers 
ito his own hands. 

(3) The Governor of Honan reports the 
capture, first aud last, of eleven members of 
a secret society, ten of whom have admitted 
to and been proved guilty of acts of robbery 
and sedition, and have been summarily 
executed and their heada exposed at the 
scene of their crime ; the other, whose guilt 
is not so flagrant, being kept as a witness 
avainst the leader of the movement and 
the many members uf the gang who are 
atill at large. The leader, Kao I-féng by 
name, a native of Hsing-chou in Hupei, 
had induced the above criminals to juin 
themselves together by a sworn compact 
into # league under his direction to plot 
againet the Government, Kao J-féng styling 
himself a Prince. Strict orders have been 
given for the arrest of the said Kao I féng 
aud the remaluder of the gang, and the 
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authorities have been 
measures for the registration of all stranyers 
and aliens in their respective jurisdictions. 

February 3rd.—(1) A sub-Memorial from 
Li Hung-chang. One night in the month 
of September last the Yamén of the acting 
mavistrate of the Chii-lu District in Chihli 
was entered by robbers, who climbed over 
the wallaud proceeded to ateal, when they 
were surprised by the watchmen, thie 
magistrate also rising from his bed in alarm 
aud attempting to seize them. The robbers, 
however, forcibly resisted capture and 
decamped, after a fight withthe watchmen, 
in which the latter were ivjured, with 
money, clothes and other articles. Upon 
reporting the robbery the acting magistrate 
was given a limited time within which to 
effect the arrest of the offeuders, and as this 
limit has expired, it becomes the duty of 
the Memorialist, on the application of tle 
Financial aud Judicial Commissioners, to 
request His Majesty, as a preliminary slep, 
to commit the acting magistrate to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 
Meanwhile positive orders have been laid 
upon him to take measures for the arreat 
of the robbers’ and the recovery of their 
booty. Tha said officer will be separately 
inpeached in a formal Memorial for neglect 
of proper precautions.—Granted by Re- 
script. 

(2) The Governor of Shéng-king reporta 
the receipt of au application from Po-té- 
hung-wu, acting Taotai at Newchwang, 
to the effect that some officer may be sent 
to relieve him, as he suffers so from asthma, 
Which grows daily more intense, that he 
finds that he cannot devote to his official 
duties the attention which their import- 
@uce demands, 

The Memorialist proposea to send K‘uei 
Haiin, the newly appointed Taotai of the 
Enstern Froutier Circuit, who has not yet 
taken up his post, to the acting Taotaiship 
at Newchwang. The officer ia intelligent 
and careful in the execution of the duties 
entrusted to him, has served as Secretary 
of the T'sungli Yamén, and haa already 
occupied the substantive post of Taotai 
where le acquitted himself with credit. 

(3) The Governor of Yunnan solicits the 
bestowal of marks of Imperial approbation 
ou a young woman whose acta of filial 
piety and devotion have won the respect 
and admiration of the neighbourhood in 
which she lived, and have induced the 
gentry to bring her piety to the notice of 
the Memorialist. 

The lady, whose maiden uname was 
Chien, was the daughter of a small ex- 
pectant official in the Ching-yén district, 
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directed to take — 


_ straighten her back, 


She was very intelligent ag a child, and 
displayed great earnestness and intensity 
of character. Her mother suffered from a 
chronic affection of the liver, and the girl 
would continually get up in the middle of 
the night to rub her mother’s chest or 
never ceasing her 
ministrations until the paroxysm ceased. 
These atteutions continued for years, until 
at last her mother grew so seriously ill 
that the girl cut flesh from her own arms 
to mix with her mother’s medicine. Her 
father, too, suffered from an affection 
of the eyes to which she'gave her constant 
attention, even licking off the mucus that 
formed there with her tongue. Such was 
betrothed in due course to a salt official 
in Ytiunan, a widower, and in due course 
was taken to that province by her father 
to be married. After she had been mar- 
ried about a fortnight ahe heard that her 
father had fallen ill, when she returned 
home to look after him. Physicians were 
called in and prayers offered for his reco- 
very, all to no purpose ; and the girl, in an 
agony of remorse for the illness of her 
father, whichshe fancied had been the result 
of his journey to her new home, vowed to 
her brother that she would follow her 
father even in death. He died shortly 
afterwards, and she then refused all food, 
clasping his coffin after he had been placed 
in it and indulging in paroxysms of grief 
of so intense a nature that she died three 
days later.—The request is granted by 
Rescript. ; 

February 4th.—(1) A Memorial from 
Fan Kung-hsi, Deputy Supervisor of In- 
struction, with reference to the penalty 
recently imposed upon Haii Chih-hsiang, 
Secretary of the Grand Secretariat, for the 
employment of slanderous and vituperative 
language in his Memorial advocating the 
abandonment of the project for the intro- 
duction of railways in favour of the imme- 
diate construction and repair of river. works. 

The Memorialist commences by enlarging 
on the importance of freedom of address to 
the Throne as an aid to good government, 
as with the multiplicity of affairs with 
which the Court has daily to deal, it 
is only through this medium that the 
private condition of the people, so to 
speak, con be brought thoroughly within 
His Majesty’s ken and the system of 
government administration adjusted to 
meet their needs. 

The Memorialist next pays a tribute of 
respect to the liberality with which Ler 
Majesty the Empress Dowager and His 
Majesty have encouraged the saubmiasion 
of suggeations from all clanaos of officials 
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and to the readiness with which effect has 
been given to every suggestion of benefit to 
the administration. Upon reading in the 
Peking Gazette the Imperial Decree passing 
censure upon Hsii Chih-hsiang for the use 
of improper language in hia Memorial 
about railways, the Memorialist interpreted 
the meaning of the Decree to be a warning 
ayainst indulgence in wanton vituperation, 
while an injunction was at the same time 
laid upon all to continue to aubmit their 
views upon matters of administration in 
which they thought the system was at 
fault, the very lenient punishment upon 
Hsii Chih-hsiang, being, in fact, a vindica- 
tion of the decorum of constitutional pro- 
cedure, and at the same time a stimulus to 
the Ceusorate clags, a mode of action which 
has called forth their complete aud respect- 
ful approval, 


The Memorialist, however, while admit- 
ting the propriety of checking andulyence 
in slanderous and abusive language, is 
none the less impressed with the necessity 
of enunciating the freedom allowed for bold- 
ness of speech, and, as there is reason 
to believe that the penalty deservedlly 
inflicted on Heii Chih-hsiang, may cause 
the official class generally to indulge in 
speculations as to its intent and to lose 
sight of the grand aim which their Sacred 
Master has at heart, viz: to see with the 
eyes and hear with the ears of all, he would 
‘humbly solieit the issue of a Decree enun- 
ciating the necessity.of perfect frankuess of 
speech in all matters of magnitude and 
importance, and forbidding men to keep 
silence in matters upon which they ought 
to speak, or lapse into habits of obsequious- 
ness and allow the rank weeds of disorder 
to spring up at will, that the. State may be 
aided by the offer of sage counsels. 

February 5th.—A Memorial from P‘an 
Ting-hsin, Governor of Kuangsi, announc- 
ing the advance of the Imperial troops in 
Tongniv, and theachievement of a victory 
over the French. 

The Memorialist would respectfully re- 


port that news was repeatedly brought him ~ 


by apies that after their defeat at Ch‘uan- 
trou ($s Ha) the French had stationed 
additional gun-boats along the river from 
Chih-tso Shé Gi fE EL) and had thrown 
up more earthworks and batteries to impede 
the advanoe of the Imperial troops along 
the Liang Chiang (gi ZI) road. ‘They 
were also said to have brought up reinforce- 
ments of over a thousand men upon the 
12th and 13th of December under the com- 
mand. of officers with seven and five stripes 
respectively ; the mefi were all dressed in 


blue coats and white trowsers, and were in 
a most deplorable plight. Every day a 
division consisting of from two thousand 
men to one thousand odd, was drawn up 
in order some few Ji frum Chih-tso to guard 
against the advance of Imperial troops. At 
this juncture the Memorialist received a let- 
ter from the Governor-General Ts ‘én Yii-ying 
to the effect that the Yiinnan division was now 


advaucing to attack Hsiian-kuang (‘ %) 
and ealling upon the Memorialist to ad- 
vanes to the attack with his division in 
order that an assault might be made from 
two quarters, The Memoriatiat then tool 
counsel with Su Ylan-ch'uan, and they 
came to the conclusion that the fresli 
reinforcements they had received would 
render the French more truculent than 
ever, and that ib would be better to croas 
swords with them while these reinforee- 
ments were new to the place and success 
would be comparatively easier. On the 15th 
of December an expedition was accordingly 
formed of three fifths of the men from 
thirteen battalions, who were picked out 
for the service, and placed under the com- 
mand of Su Yiian-ch‘un and other officers. 
In the 4th watch of the same night the 
expedition advanced by different routes, 
the one, Upon coming within abouta di from 
the left flank of the advanced posts of the 
rebels, secreting itself in a thick wood, the 
other, on arriving within.a similar distance 
of the right flank of the euemy’s outposts, 
secreting itself in a gorge. Meauwhile 
General Ch‘’én Chia with another division 
composed of drafts from various regiments 
utade a direct adyance at 7 a.m. on the 
16th of December. The rebels were just 
about tv form in front of Chih-tso She 
when they suddenly perceived General 
Ch@n Chia’s men coming down upon them, 
wherenpon they advanced to give them bat- 
tle with several thousand French converts, 
Shot and shell rained dawn, and, just aa the 
ficht was atits hottest, the men under Su 
Viian-elr‘uan and Huang Yiin-kao, who had 
been lying in ambush, seized this moment 
to sally forth and rush upon the eemy, 
whom they attacked with slaughter. The 
enemy were thus assailed on three sides, 
and a hand-to-hand fight ensued, in 
which three Franch officers with three 
stripes, two stripes, and one stripe respec- 
tively were killed and decapitated, and the 
heads of eleven soldiers were take, besides 
those of two converts, not to mention the 
seizure of a large number of arms, ‘he 
enemy then began to show signs of breaking, 
and a French commander with five stripes 
waved back his men; whereupon three 
battalions under the command of P'‘éng 
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Ch‘ing-chang, Chao Chil-ch‘éug and some 
others rushed in, The officer with five 
Btripes. was Wounded and fell from his 
horse, bul he was snatched up by the rebels 
and earried off, In this skirmish Chao 
Chih-ch‘éng was wounded in the stumach 
with ashot, and Peng Ch‘ing-chang also 
received a bullet wound through the left 
shoulder. The Imperial troops continued 
to advance simultaneously, aud the re- 
mainder of the rebels, seeing their com- 
mander was so severely wounded that he 
could no longer lead them, suddenly made a 
wild rush and broke; a pursuit followed 
all along the line by our men, not a single 
one of whom did not do his best, theirardour 
increasing as the battle waged, The enemy 
were driven back into Chil-tso Sbé, where 
they made a firm stand, and as night was 
drawing onthe Imperial troops were recalled. 
The seventeen heads of French officers and 
men were thereupon seut to the rear to be 


exposed at Lung-chow (#E F]) in order to. 


allay popular doubt (as to the success of 
- encounter) and whet the energies of 
all, 

Reports were subsequently received 
frum an Annamese official that after this 
engagement the French had forced the 
Villagera round to pick up their dead and 
carry them back to their entrenchments. 
The villagers were released when this task 
was accomplished, and they informed the 
ofticial that they had themselves seeu the 
man with five stripes and he was badly 
wounded. They further corroborated the 
fact that it was officers of three, lwo, aud 
one stripe who were decapitated, the num- 
ber of French converts killed and wounded 
being placed by them at over oue hundred 
and eighty, A general gloom had, they 
said, fallen over the French army, and they 
were strengthening their position and ap- 
plying for speedy reinforcements from 

anoi, 

The Memorial concludes with a list of 
.Officera whose bravery was specially con- 
Splcuous upon the occasion in question, 

_ Fobruary 6th and 7th.—During the clos- 
ing of the seals at the new year, the Gazette 
1s published every other day. | 

(1) A Memorial from the Governor-Gen- 
eral of Szechuen submitting his views on 
the subject of the treatment of criminals 
under sentence of banishment, in order to 
prevent the escapes which are at present so 
frequaiit. 

In common with all the other provincial 
high authorities by whom reports on this 
subject have heen submitted, the Memoria- 
list is of opinion that the ouly way to pre- 
Vent convicts from escapiiy is tu vige them 
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sufficient food to sustain life and provide 
them with what is requisite to enable them 
to face the pangs of cold.: It is hardly to 
be wondered at, he says, admirable though 
the theory is on which the law of banish- 
ment is based, that men should run away 
in self defence to escape starvation, and in 
his opinion the only change in the present 
system that is needed ia the compulsory 
provision by the Jocal authorities of food 
and shelter for the convicts.allotted to their 
respective districts. In no district does the 
number of these exceed twenty, and in some 
it only reaches ten, so that an allowance 
of 3 candareens a day to each convict 
would, even in the larger places, not exceed 
6 mace, a sum which it would not be 
difficult to raise. The Memorialist further 
proposes to call upon each district authority 
to set aside a building inside the walls of 
the town for the accommodation of convicts 
of the tw and li class, to be called 
the te lw so, or convict house. These 
convict houses will be in charge of warders, 
one to every five meu, and the warders 
will be in’ constant attendance, The con- 
victs will be allowed out every morning, 
but will have to return at night to sleep on 
the premises. They will be called upon to 
work at some industry, whether plaiting 
straw. sandals or weaving bamboo mats, etc., 
and will be permitted to sell the proceeds 
of their labour, An inspection will be held 
every ten days, and the roster will be called 
once a month by the local authority, 
whether Sub-prefect or Department or 
District Magistrate, in whose presence the 
rations of the convicts will be served out 
to them, The quarters for the accommoda- 


tion of the convicts will be provided pri- 


marily at the expense of the local authority, 
the cost and character of the building betug 
taken into cousideration in reckoning the 
meritorious service which its provision 
should be counted to him for. 

While admitting the accuracy of the 
views of the Board of Punishments on the 
subject of the reduction of the five degrees 
of banishment in the chi class to two, the 
Memorialist does not himself venture to 
aigyvest any modification of a system which 
has been is force fur severa) hundred years, 
the necessary changes in which should be 
determiued by the Board of Punishments. 
He is equally averse to offering an opinion 
on the subject of the resumption of the 
practice of banishing convicts to the New 
Dominion, the advisability or the. reverse 
of which course should be determined by 
the Governor of that region. | 

February 8th aud 9th,—The Governor 
of the Metropolitan Prefecture reports & 
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fall of snow in Peking of two inches and 
upwards in depth. 

(1) A Decree: Ts‘én Yii-ying and his 
colleagues report that the Imperial troops 
have advanced to the attack of Hasiian- 
kuang (Touydne Kouang) aud have achieved 
a signal victory. 

On the 26th of January, T‘ang Ching- 
sung, Secretary of a Metropolitan Board, 
and Brigade General Ting Huat, made an 
attack from different points upon the posi- 
tion of the enemy outside the Southern gate 
of Hatian-kuang. The enemy sallied forth 
from the town in great numbers to the relief 
of their comrades and were attacked 
by T‘ang Ching-sung, who sustained a three 
sided fire from their musketry and artillery. 
Our men still bravely pushed forward, while 
Ting Huai took the stockade of the enemy. 

General Ho Hsin-lin assisted in the action 
with his division and killed a large number 
of the enemy, while Liu Jung-fu with 
Huang Shou-chung kept the river banks 
and prevented the enemy from coming. to 
the rescue of their comrades ; he aleo cap- 
tured their bamboo rafts and boats. 

On the 27th of January the Kuangai 
troops again assailed Hsiian-kuang, making 
an attack upon the eastern gate, and 
on the 28th the attack was renewed by the 
Yiinnan and Kuangsi troopsin concert. A 
fierce and bloody battle waved for three 
days without cessation, during which pro- 
diyies of valour were performed. The 
town of Haiian-kuang is now cut off from 
supplies, and We command Ts‘én Yi-ying 
to stimulate his officers and men to follow 
on with the tide of the reputation they 
have now earned and recover all the 
towns of Tonquin, that they may all par- 
ticipate in the rewards which await success. 
The officers, commissioned and non-com- 
missioned, who have distinguished tiem- 
selves upon the present occasion, will have 
their names recorded, and when Hsiian- 
kuang is recovered the fact will be at once 
reported to Us and Our orders awaited as 
to the measure of bounty that will be 
exercised by Us. <A list of officers killed 
in the engagement will be meanwhile sub- 
mitted to Us and posthumous honours 
solicited for them. 

(2) A Decree announcing His Majesty’s 
intention of repairing to the Ta Kao Tien 
upon the llth instant to offer thenks for 
snow which has been vouchsafed in answer 
to His Majesty’s prayers. 

February 10th and 11th.—(1) A Decree, 
The Board of Civil Office report that in 
obedience to command they have deter- 
mined a penalty. The penalty of depriva- 
tion of three steps of rank and removal 


to another post which T‘éng Ch‘éng-hsiu, 
Director of the Court of State Ceremonial, 
ought to receive is by special act of grace 
reduced to that of deprivation of rank 
with retention at his post. 

The remainder of this day’s issue is 
occupied with a voluminous report of the 
trial of a number of members of an afti- 
hated society and the sentence passed 
upon them. The details of the case are un- 
interesting, and the only point in the paper 
that seems worthy of notice is a quo- 
tation from the law with regard to hete- 
rodox societies. By this law it is provided 
that any persons who shall propagate or 
practice heterodox doctrines, or who shall 
learn or recite strauge and unorthodox 
spells or incantations, or shall enrol them- 
selves as disciples under a master, and 
take disciples to themselves, witha view 
to deluding and befooling the public, shall, 
if they are only accessories, be banished to 
the Mahommedan cities and there given as 
slaves to the Begs, great or small, or any 
Mussulman capable of keeping them in 
order. 

February 12th and 13th.—(1) A Decree : 
Some time since, the Court of Censors 
tendered a Memorial on behalf of P‘an 
Ping-nien, a Compiler of the Han-lin Yuan, 
and others, who represented facts to show 
how Chang P‘ei-lun and others had been 
the ruin of certain undertakings; the 
Censor Wan F'ei-yin also submitted a 
Memorial charging Chang P‘ei-lun and 
others with having concvaled a defeat 
from Us, forged a report to the Throne, 
and improperly recommended officers for 
distinction, upholding others from motives 
of private interest. 

Upon receipt of these Memorials We 
issued Orders, several times repeated, to 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang and Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, 
commanding them to make enquiry and 
tuke action. 

Tso Teung-t‘ang and his colleague have 
now submitted the facts ascertained by 
them in a Memorial to the Throne, in which 
they state that although Chang P*ei-lun 
did not actually abandon his army and 
run away, his measures and tactics were 
untoward and devoid of system, with the 
result that vessels of war were destroyed. 
Further, that although on the 21st of 
August the said officer received an Imperial 
Decree, communicated to him by telegraph, 
ordering him to prepare for action, and, on 
the 22ud, was informed by Ho Ching that 
he had heard it said that the French were 
going to make a vigorous attack upon 
Pagoda Anchorage at high tide on the 
following day, be none the less made no 


Fes. 13.] 


arrangements for defence. On the 23rd, 
after the defeat at Pagoda, he was coming 
and going between that place and P‘éng- 
t‘ien, only returning to take up his re- 
sidence xt the Arsenal on the 4th of 
September. ; 

In his Memorial to the Throne reporting 
the particulars of the reverse he directly 
asserted that he had warned the cuom- 
manders of the different vessels that the 
French would certainly attack on the 
23rd, thereby increasing the gravity of bis 
offence by his embellishments and specious 
deceptions, 

Chang P‘ei-lun has already brought upon 
himeelf the penalty of dismissal from the 
public service by his ill-advised recommen- 
dation of Hs Yéu-hsti aud others, and the 
suggestion of Tso Tsung-t‘ang and Yang 
Chi‘ang-chiiu that he should now be com- 
mitted to the Buard for the determination 
of a penalty applies a very Jight punish- 
inent to a grave offence. We command 
that the severest punishment that his 
offence admits of be inflicted, and that he 
be banished into servitude upon the mili- 
tary post roads. 

The charge against Ho Ju-chang of hav- 
ing robbed the public purse at a season of 
Imminent danger is not supported by fact, 
but he did make the convoy of treasure a 
pretext for running away from danger and 
going to the provincial capital, and the 
suggestion that he be cashiered and his 
offence otherwise ignored, is inadequate to 
mark the measure of his ingratitude. We 
command that the strictest interpretation 
ot the law be applied in his case also, and 
that he be banished into servitude on the 
military post roads, 

Ho Chingand Chang Chao-tung (Governor 
General and Governor at Fouchow have 
already been cashiered for the want of 
capacity they displayed in the organisation 
of substantial measures of defence, and 
We therefore absolve them from further 
cousideration of their conduct. 

The T‘i-tu Huang Chao-ch‘iin and Taotai 
Fang Hsiin were recommended by Chang 
P‘ei-lun for the exceptionally creditable 
manner 1n which they sustained the defence 
of certain important positions, and for the 
disposition of their troops in an encounter, 
when the advance of the French troops 
was intercepted and large numbers of them 
were killed. We accordingly conferred 
honors upon them by Imperial Decree. 

Tso Tsung-t‘ang and his colleague now 
report that they have ascertained that of 
the troops under the said T‘i-tu and J'ao- 
t'ai some remained in occupation of the 
arsenal, but obhors retreated to a distance 
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of some ly from the arsenal, and that acts 
of pillage were also perpetrated by them. 
It is evident therefore that the discipline 
enforced by the said T‘i-tu was not strict 
and as the Court makes a point of conform- 
ing tothe dictates of right and propriety 
in the bestowal of rewards for merit or the 
infliction of penalties for mis-demeanour 
We now command that Huang Chao-eli ‘iin 
be deprived of his Yellow Riding Jacket 
and that Fang Hasiin lose hia title of 
‘* Brave,” that truth may always prevail. 

Chang Ch‘éng, First Captain, already 
cashiered, who was entrusted with duties 
in connection with the Admiralty Secre- 
tariat for the control of vessels of war, 
made no effurt to oppose the foe but had 
the presumption to abandon the fleet aud 
ruu away, and although the mishap at 
Pagoda Auchorage on that occasion cannot 
be attributed to the delinquencies of that 
officer alone he was none the less entrusted 
with the general control of that fleet, and hia 
contempt of the foe and timidity in action 
demand the infliction of the severest form 
of penalty. We therefore command that 
Chang Ch‘éug be sentenced to decapitation 
after the usual term of incarceration, the 
penalty being carried out after the autumn 
revision of the condemned lists. He will 
meanwhile be delivered into the keeping 
of the Board of Punishments, 

Tso Tsung-t‘ang and Yang Chang-chiin 
having been entrusted with the conduct of 
au important investigation, it was naturally 
their bounden duty to apply themselves 
of that task. In the report they have 
submitted to Us, however, their remarks 
display throughout a covert attempt to 
intentionally screen Chang P*‘ei-lun and 
the rest, and to help them to escape from 
the penalties they deserve. The importance 
of exposing truth and error, meritorious 
actious and the reverse, in matters of war- 
fare, is supreme, and if oflicers who are 
responsible for mishap are to be allowed 
to escape with a light punishment for the 
consequences of their action, how are the 
dead to be appeased ? 

We have long relied upon the assistance 
of ‘Tso ‘Tsung-t‘ang, who has always been 
indifferent to public opinion, aud We are 
at a loss to understand how he, too, has 
lapsed into these evil ways. We command 
that Our censure be conveyed to himself 
and Yang Ch‘ang-chtin, 

We positively charge all high officers 
frum this time forward whenever they may 
be entrusted with the conduct of i- 
yeativations to proceed to apply the most 
searching tests of accuracy with a view 
to ascertaining the truth, which muat 
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be fully exposed in their reports to the 
Throne in order to further the due applica- 
tion of effort to the conduct of matters 
of genuine importance which it ia at all 
times the desire of the Court to secure. 
They must on no account submit Memorials 
of a vague nature to the Throne, leaving 
alternative modes of action open on the 
ground of insufficiency of decisive evidence 
or that accusations were only based upon 
warrantable premises, thereby laying them- 
selyes open to correction and the remorse 
that follows it. 

Take heed that these commands are 
obeyed | 

February 14th, 15th, 16th and 17th (one 
issue only of the Gazette appears for these 
four days, Chinese New Year's day falling 
on the 15th). 

The following are the proposed move- 
ments of His Majesty on New Year's day 
as announced by the Court Circular: 

At 4a.m. His Majesty will go to the 
Féug Haien Tien, or private Imperial An- 
cestral Templo, by way of the Cli‘ien Ch‘ing 
and Ching Yiin gates, and at the conclusion 
of the. ceremonial observances in that 
building will return to the Palace by the 
Same route. 

At 5.15 a.m. His Majesty will repair to 
the Shéng Jén Tang, or Temple to 
Confucius, and after offering incense 
will ascend the Throne in the Chien 
Ch‘ing Throne Hall, where tea will be ser- 
ved. When His Majesty has partaken of 
tea a return will be made to the Palace for 
the transaction of business. 


After partaking of a meal,. His Majusty 
will leave for the Tz‘ti Ning Kung, or 
apartments of the Empress Dowager, at 
7.45 a.m., passing through the Ch‘ien 
Ch‘ing and Lung Teung Gates, aud enter- 
ing the left Yung Kéng Gate. 


At the conclusion of the ceremonies in 
the Tz‘i Ning Kung His Majesty will re- 
pair to the Chung Ho Throne Hall to 
receive homage, and to the Tai Ho Throne 
Hall to receive congratulations. 


These ceremonies concluded, a return 
will be made to the Palace, and at 9.30 
a.m. His Majesty will repair to the Ta 
Kao Tien, or Imperial Taoist Temple, by 
way of the Shun Chén and Shén Wu 
yates, and after offering incense there, will 
repair to Prospect Hill, entering by the 
western gate, and visit the Shou Huang 
Tien or Imperial Portrait Hall. At the 
conclusion of the ceremonies iv this build- 
ing His Majesty will return to the Palace 


aud go to the Ch‘ien-ch‘ing Throue Hall, 


where a banquet will be given. 


-of the I7th of October. . 


Lhe Imperial Board of Astronomy report 
that on the first day of the year the wind 
rose fromthe north-east, presaging longevity 
and abundant harvests, 

(1) A sub-Memorial from P‘an Tiny- 
hsin, Governor of Kuangsi. The Memori- 
alist begs respectfully to acknowledze the 
receipt of an Imperial Decree dated the 
13th of September last with reference to 
the punishment to. be inflicted on certain 
officers under his command. In vbedience 
to the orders therein conveyed he at once 
yave directions for the cashiered officer 
Chao-yao and the others to be sent to 
the Buard of Punishments for custody, or 
banishment to the Amur respectively. 
He has, however, to report with refer- 
ence to Ch*én Chao-kang, that having 
previously suggested the penalty that 
wag to be inflicted upon that officer he 
had given orders fur him to be placed 
under surveillance, but he escaped from 
custody aud furtively retarned to his 
home in Kuangtung. Upon being apprised 
of this fact the Memorialist wrote by ex- 
press messenzer to the high authorities of 
Kuangtung begging them to give orders 
fur the man’s arrest, and areply has now 
been received from the Governor-General 
at Canton stating that Hig Excellency had 


‘been informed by the magistrate of the San- 


shui district, that having in obedience to hia 
instructions taken steps to effect the arreat 
of Ch‘én Chaoekang, the kinsmen of 
the latter had declared that although 
Oh‘6u Chao-kang had returned to his home 
to see his mother he had left again on his 
return to his regiment in Kuangsi, ‘These 
sane relatives subsequently repurted that. 
Ch‘én Chao-kang having. fallen ill on the 
return journey had once more come back 
to his home, which he reached on the night 
He was. then 
so ill that he was speechless, and he died 
the following day. His mother not venturing 
to allow the obsequies of a criminal, as her 
son was, under sentence of imprisonment, 
to be proceeded with, sent a servant to the 
ningisiracy to report his death, which was 
verified by the personal inspection of the 
Magistrate and attested by the certilicates 
of his relatives. 

Under the above circumstances the 
Meinorialiet opines that the case of Ch‘én, 
Chao-kang veeds no further consideration, 
but he would venture to appeal to His 
Majesty on belialf Ohao Chih-ch‘ény, an- 
other cashiered olicer, who should properly 
be sent to the Board of Punishmeiuts with all 
the others except two who have been 
graciously permitted to testify their re- 
pentance by remaining with the army for 
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service. Ch‘éu Chao-chih was present at 
the engayement of December the 16th, 
under Su Yuan-clifun, when he displayed 
great bravery and disreyard of life, struggl- 
ing to be foremost in the fight. He 
wounded a French officer who wore five 
stripes on his sleeve, and was himself 
so seriously wounded in the stomach that 
he is still under medical treatment. As 
the services of so zsalous and courageous 4 
person at a time like the present, when 
such qualities are not easily attainable, 
are particularly important, the Memorialist 
ventures to solicit on his behalf the remis- 
ston of the sentence of banishmeut to the 
Amur which has been passed npon Chao 
Chih-ch‘eny and his reteution for further 
service with the army.—Granuted by Re- 
script. 

February 18th and 19th.—(1) A Decree 
in which the Board of Punishments and 
the Grand Secretaries are called upon to 
consider the modification of the sentences 
of all criminals whe are working out terms 
of imprisoument, either in the metropolis 
or the provinces, for crimes which are not 
of a very heinous nature and which do not 
come within the category of offences that 
are not entitled to the privileges conferred 
ly a general amnesty. ‘The modifications 
of the various sentences which this com- 
mission of high officers may consider it 
possible to make will be submitted by them 
to the Throne, and in this list will be 
lucluded convicts uuder sentence of banish- 
ment, whether of the chdin, liu, or tu class, 
His Majesty’s commands being awaited 
thereon, This act of mercy is proclaimed 
1n imitation of the precedents established 
by Elis Majesty’s five immediate predecea- 
Bors, who, upon the attainment of the 
11th year of their respective reigns, com- 
Inemurated the fact by the announcement 
of a partial amnesty. 

(2) A sub-Memorial from Li Hung-chang 
Teporting the death of Liu Chao-pin, a 
General who distinguished himself greatly 
in operations agaist the rebels in the early 
of part of the last reign, and who has 
recently been in command of the foreign 
artillery regiments under the Memorialist’s 
control. His death has been accelerated 
by the wounds received by him in action, 
which had greatly impaired his con- 
stitution. The posthumous honours are 
solicited for him that are awarded to 
generals who die while on duty after a 
successful and meritorious career, 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Chifahar applying for the allowance granted 
for the military postal service in Mongolia. 
This allowance, which is granted from the 


revenues of the Kalgan Customs, is calcu- 
lated for the year commencing with the 
second moon of the eleventh year of Kuang 
Heti. ‘The service, which ia established for 
the mainteuance of postal communication 
between Kalgau and the Altai Mountains, 
embraces forty-four chan, or stations, for 
the support of which an annual sum of Ts. 
21,117.5 is granted, Tls. 1,624 being added 
when there is an intercalary moon. In the 
eleventh year of Kuaug Hai there will be 
uo intercalary moon, so the grant will be 
limited to the first-uamed amount. 

February 20th and 2lst.—(1) A Decree. 
The Censor Wu Hsiin submits a Memorial 
in which he representa that the progress of 
the Imperial education imperatively calls 
for the exercise of precaution ayainst the 
gradual development of miuor errors, and on 
this ground he points ont that the ignomini- 
ous rejection last year of a Memorial froin 
Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu in which quotations were 
made from the sacred utterances of Our 
Illustrivuus Predecessors was an improper 
act. 

His views are apparently correct, but are 
not so in reality. We base Our judginent 
of the opinions submitted by Our servants 
solely upon the correctness or the reverse 
of the arguments they employ, and We never 
fail to give uubiaased consideration to words 
which are the genuine outcome of honest 
opinion ;and We either give immediate effect 
to the suggestions thus offered or retain 
the Memorials for further perusal. We 
can, none the less, not allow the introduc- 
tion of quotations from the utterances of 
Our Forefathers to justify exemption from 
correction for indulgence in false concep- 
tions, iucorrect interpretations, or the em- 
ployment of improper language. 

In the Memorial submitted by Téng 
Ch‘éng-hsiun he endeavoured to prove a 
fallacy by distorted arguments, and to 
gain a spurious reputation by indulgence ~ 
in personal conjecture, and it was for this 
reagon that his Memorial was returned to 
him with contempt, as has been clearly 
explained in Our Decree upon the subject. 

Wu Hsiin has not been at any pains 
to interpret Our meaning with care, 
but has endeavoured to force a justi- 
fication of hia criticism of Our action on 
the ground of the employment by Us 
of the two words ‘‘contemptuously re- 
turn.” The object he had in view is one 
thatcannotbequestioned. When HsiiChih- 
hsiang was degraded Fan Kung-hsii com- 
mented upon his degradation, and when 
the conduct of Fan Kung-hsii was made the 
subject of consideration Téng Ch‘éng-haiu 
proceeded to pass remarks; and now Wu 
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Hsiin, under the plea of a regard for the 
future, displays the same spirit of partisan- 
ship and cliquism which, specious and 
plausible as the languave is in which his 
address is couched, does none the less uot 
fail to escape Our observation, 

Let Our severe censure be conveyed to 
Wu Hsiio. 

February 22nd and 23rd.—(1) A Decree 
ordering posthumous honours to be bestowed 
upon Ho Shih-hua, Brigade General of the 
Ku-chow Division in Kueichow, who has 
lately died in office from the breaking out 
afresh of old wounds received in action in 
past years. 

2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General of Chihli reporting the murder of 
a mother and her child.and the trial of 
the prisoner, together with the sentence 
passed upon him, 

Ch‘én Lo-wa‘rh, the murderer, is a native 
of the ‘fang District in Chilli, and a 
carpenter by calling. In the spring of last 
year he apprenticed himself to one Chang 
Hsi-6rh, a resident in a_ neighbouring 
village, and a master carpenter. After 
eight months experience of his apprentice 
Chang Hsi-érh told him to go home and 
adopt some other calling, as he found him 
to be far from steady in character. Ch‘én 
Lo-wa‘rh found the poverty of his home 
by no means agreeable, so he decided to go 
alield and seek a living elsewhere. On his 
way in quest of work he passed by Chang 
Hsi-érh’s house, so he looked in with the 
intention of applying for a loan of money 
to help him on his way. Chang Mai-érh 
was away from home at the time, but his 
wife was in, and to her Ch‘én accordingly 
addressed his application. She refused to 
lend him money, which Ch‘én declared was 
unfriendly, whereupon she began to curse 
him. Ch‘én reciprocated, and the woman 
then caught hold of his coat and said she 
would not stand such language from him. 
Ch‘én thereupon pulled out a bill-hook 
that was thrust into his girdle and hit Mrs. 
Chang on the bridge of the nose with ib. 
She rolled on the k‘ang and in the midst 
of her aobs and imprecations vowed slie 
would have the law of him as soon as her 
husband got back, Ch‘én then became 
alarmed at what he had done, and it occur- 
red to him that he had better stop the 
woman's mouth by killing her outright ; so 
he once more attacked her with his bill- 
hook, hacking her about the head till she 
died. 

Meanwhile the woman’s child was sob- 
biug and shouting out for help, so Ch ‘én, in 
order to prevent detection of his own iden- 
tity, murdered the child also, after which he 


decamped, taking with him certain clothes 
and some bedding. ‘I'hese articlea sub- 
sequently led to his detection, and after 
being arraigned on the capital charge he 
confessed lis guilt and told the story which 
has been narrated above. He has now 
been sentenced, as the law requires, to 
suniunary decapitation with exposure of 
the head, aud in awaiting His Majesty’s 
commands as to the confirmation of the 
sentence passed, the Memorialist begs to 
report that copies of the depositions taken 
have been, as usual, forwarded to the 
Board of Punishments, 

Referred to the Board of Punishments 
for a speedy report. 

February 24th and 2d5th.—(1) A sub- 
Memorial from Pien Pao-ti, Guvernor- 
General of the Hu Kuang Provincea, 

The kidnapping of women for the purpose 
of selling them is, the Memorialist says, 
one of the chief of the evils under which 
the province of Hupei Jaboursa. The pre- 
valence of this vice was brought to His 
Majesty’s notice some five years ago by a 
Censor, and the result of the orders then 
issued by the Throne was the arrest of 
eleven criminals of this class, upon whom 
the extreme penalty of the law was duly 
inflicted. Several further cases of the 
abduction of women having occurred during 
the past four years in the Han-yang and 
An-lu Prefectures, the Memorialist gave 
orders that the haunts of the perpetrators 
of these crimes should be discovered and 
searclied by an armed force, the result being 
the capture of three criminals who con- 
fessed to acta of abduction. One of them 
when on his trial admitted that he had 
sold a girl from I-ch‘eng Hsien in the year 
1869, that he had joined in a burglary the 
following year, and that last year he had 
been concerned with another man iu kid- 
napping a married woman; being instru- 
mental, also, in the sale of several score of 
women who had been kidnapped. He 
finally deposed that in the 3rd moon of the 
present year. Chang To-yin, a certain 
police officer who had come to the district 
to make enquiries about the kidnappers, 
was sitting one day in the house of one of 
his, the prisoner's, relatives. Suspecting 
what the object of the man’s visit was, he 
aud a uumber of his confederates seized 
the man, carried him off to another place, 
aud there gouged out both his eyes with 
a knife, injurtug him so severely that he 
died. 

Another of the prisoners confessed that 
he was a member of a Secret Society which 
had for its object the sale of human beings, 
and that he had effected the sale of some 
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dozen and more women at different times. 
Similar confessions were made by the third 
prisoner, and in accordance with the regu- 
lation sanctioned by His Majesty, orders 
were given for the summary execution of 
all three, 

(2) A further Memorial from the same 
high officer upon the same subject. 

The Memorialist commences by giving a 
short description of the manner in which 
the Hupei kidnappers pursue their re- 
farious calling, to various branches of which 
they give special names, ‘There is, for 
instance, the “lay” known as shut huo lie 


(RIG Eh), or ‘water line of business,” 


the wen engaved in which moor their 
boats in the rivera and creeks. Auy un- 
fortunate woman who takes passave in 
on» of these boats is at once carried 
off and nothing more is heard of her. 
Tf she is accompanied by her husband 
or any of her male folks, these are in the 
majority of instances murdered. Those 
who pursue the han huo lu (EL Ye BS), 
or “Jand line of business,” eith-r forcibly 
abduct their victims or entice them away 
by fraud, The husbands of the women 
are often compelled also to sell their wives, 
who, when once they fall into the hands of 
the kidnappers, have to obey the will of 
their masters, whether it be to pander to 
their capter’s lusts or to acquiesce in 
the sale of their persons to any purchaser 
who may come forward. When no force 
ia required to cause the women to do 
their bidding they call it a ‘ literary 
process’; when force is used it is termed 
the “military process.’ Under such 
@ condition of things domesticity be- 
comes a source of anxiety, and the honour 
of women is no longer safe, Nothing could 
be a greater blot upon morali‘y or a greater 
outrage of the law than such acts as theae, 
and it becomes a matter of imperative 
duty to punish the offenders with extreme 
severity. Rubbery with violence is punish- 
able by death, both in the case of principals 
aud accessories, even when no murder has 
been committed. If such heavy punish- 
ment is inflicted in cases where inanimate 
objects such as money or property are 
In question, how much more imperative 
Is the necessity of condign punishment 
where personal honour and good fame are 
at stake, and people are separated from 
their own flesh aud blood ! 

It was the above considerations that in- 
duced the Memorialist’s predecessor to ap- 
ply for and obtain the Imperial sanction to 
the summary decapitation of all persons 
principally coucerned in the abduction of 


women, or in their sale, and the penalty 
has always been rigorously enforced. It 
has, however, recently come to the Memo- 
rialist’s knowledge that constant cases of 
the abduction of women occur in Kiangsu 
and Auhui, the victims being taken to 
Shanghai, where they are sold into pro- 
stitution, or disposed of to foreigners, 
most of them being in the first instance 
taken to certain establishments engaged in 
the traffic in women where purchases and 
siles are effected. The owners of these 
establishments are. known ag pai ma-i, or 
‘white ants,” and the cruelty and tyranny 
they indulge in is not one whit less in 
degree than that of their confréres in 
Hupei. 

The Memorialist would therefore pray 
that the Board of Punishments may be 
instructed to issue a general order to all 
the provinces that all persons concerned aa 
principals in crimes of the above nature 
shall be summarily put to death. 

Referred by Rescript to the Board of 
Punishments, 

February 26th and 27th.—(1) A Memo- 
rial from the Governor of Honan submit- 
ting an application on behalf of the gentry 
and people of Chung-mou Hsien for the 
bestuwal by His Majesty of a title and 
tablet upon the God of War, to whom a 
temple is erected in that district town. 
Lhe deity in question has repeatedly mani- 
fested his divine interposition in answer 
to prayer, causing timely rain to fall in 


seasons of drought, and rendering effective 


though silent aid in the arrest of burglars 
and thieves. ‘Lhe application for a title 
and tablet is made under the statute which 
lays down that “ when the principal deity 
of any temple in any of the provinces 
shall lave displayed an actual capacity 
to ward off calamity or avert misfortune, 
thereby doing a service to the people, ap- 
plication shall be made to His Majesty by 
the Governor General or Governor of the 
province in question for the investiture of 
such deity with a patent of honour.’ 

The request was granted by a Decree 
earlier published. 

(2) The Acting Governor of Hunan re- 
ports that, in obedience to command, he 
has made arrangements for the purchase 
this year of 30,000 picula of rice and its 
conveyance to ‘Tientsin by sea. The pay- 
ment this year of this amount of the Hunan 
tribute in kind instead of its money com- 
mutation has beeu arranged at the in- 
atance of Lhe Superintendent of the Peking 
Granaries. 

(3) The sime officer recommends that 
the Magistrate of the Hsiang-t‘an District 
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be committed to the Board for the deter- 
munation of a reward upon a liberal scale, 
he having performed the uncommon feat 
getting in all his land taxes for the 10th 
year of Kuang Hsii by the 10th moon of 
that year.—Granted by the Board. 

February 28th and March 1Ist.—(1) A 
Memorial from a Censor called Liang Yo- 
ch‘ii, on the subject of the necessity of a 
reformation of the system under which ex- 
aminations are conducted, and a fresh 
enunciation of the old rules. 

He commences with the premise that the 
first esseutial in the conduct of examina- 
tions is atrict attention to fairness and 
honesty on the part of the candidate. 
During the two huudred and more years 
that the examination system has been in 
operation, tens of millions of graduates 
have been competing for one goal, and, with 
the growth of time, abuses are not only 
easily matured, but their existence is ab- 
solutely unavoidable, 

The only remedy for this state of things 
is the adoption of periodical measures 
of reorganisation and reform in order to 
the prevention of the deterioration of the 
standard which should be maintained by 
the literary class, and the check of abuses 
before they assume too great proportions. 
The Memorialist has recently read in the 
Peking Gazette Memorials on this subject 
from two officers, the views expressed by 
whom he entirely endorses, but in his 
Opinion their suggestions are not sufficiently 
comprehensive, and they do not po far 
enough in the work of reformation. He 
ventures therefore to make some further 
suggestions which he divides into six heads; 
they are as follows :— 

1.—The law prohibiting the candidates 
from obtaining outside assistance should be 
enunciated afresh, 

There are many ways in which this is 
obtained, when the subjects are announced, 
A candidate writes them out and has 
them thrown over the wall to a confede- 
rate in waiting, who sends him back by the 
same meaus ready-made auswers to his 
questions. The servant in attendance 
upon each alley or row of cells is often 
himself a professional essay-writer who 
obtains this position from the nonce to 
sell papers to the incompetent candidates. 
Substitutes, again, are often introduced 
to personify the real candidates. 

2—Care must be taken in the choice of 
the copyists employed to transcribe the 
papers of the candidates before they are 
submitted to the scrutiny of the Examiner. 

The vices of copyiats are many. Some 
required to be bribed, or they intentionally 


run off a hasty copy omitting some char- 
acters in the essay of the candidates, which 
destroys the style. Many of the copyists, 
too, are literary graduates, who, for a 
consideration, touch up the papers of 
some of the candidates and correct their 
mistakes, or, again, put private marks on 
the copies, that the author of the paper 
may be known; while others arrange 
through the servants of officers engaged in 
conducting the examination to have the 
copies of their papers numbered with a 
certain number in tho series that the 
author may be known and his papers 
passed, 

The remedy for this state of things is the 
increase of official inspectors, by whom 
alone the papers should be numbered and 
stamped, instead of by their servants, The 
officer who receives the papers should 
further note the number of corrections and 
addenda on each paper before passing it on 
to the copyist. 

3.—Care should be taken in the selection 
of an assistant examiner, who should in- 
variably be a new arrival in the province 
aud not an official of long-standing, who 
would be in a position to make arrange- 
ments with the candidates beforehand. 

4.—More attention must be paid to the 
scrutiny of the general paper set at the 
third or last of the three periuds into which 
examinations are divided. This paper, 
which is an essay on some general subject, 
wives great scope for the exhibition of 
acholarship, but is seldum noticed by the 
ex.miner. 

5.—A revision of the papera of the re- 
jected candidates should be made. It is 
the practice of the assistant examiners to 
abandon the scrutiny of any paper that 
may remain after a sufficient number of 
good papers have been passed for submia- 
sion to the chief examiner, so that many 
papers are never read at all, 

6.—Care should be taken in the final in- 
spection of the papers of the successful 
candidates to see that their compositious 
are not copies of old documents. 

March 2ud aud 3rd.—(i) The Acting 
Governor of Hunan reports the trial of a 
certain individual for fraudulent personifi- 
cation and the sentences passed upon him- 
self and others implicated in the offence. 
Chou Chia-pu, the individual in question, 
is a native of Ch‘ang-sha Hsien, and in 
former days was a ‘ brave,” obtaining for 
his services in action a blue feather and the 
grade of pa tsung, or sergeant, which he 
now holds. Some three years sgo his 
services were dispeused with, and he re- 
burned tu his native town, where he came 
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across an old acquaintance of his called 
Huang Shou-ch‘ang, who told him that 
he, Huang, had in his possession a cap- 
tain’s commission belonging to one Chou 
V'é-fu. Chou Chia-pu bought this com- 
mission from Huang for 40 atrings of 
cash, and, assuming the name of Chou 
Té-fu, joined the Guveruor’s Brigade, 
thinking that the higher rank which he 
obtained by the fraudulent assumption of 
Chou ‘Té-fu’s name would give him better 
opportunites of being employed on special 
service, not to mention the fact that he 
would obtain the pay of the higher rank. 
The fraud was subsequently discovered by 
Ten Fu-shéng, « Lieutenant Colonel 
in the same Brigade, who threatened to 
expose Chou unless he gave him money. 
Chou paid the Colonel Tls. 24 to hold his 
tongue, and matters weut on quietly for 
some time, until, in the autumn of the year 
1883, the Colonel again made a demand 
upon Chou for a loan of more money. 
This Chou refused, whereupon the Colonel 
prevailed upon one Li Pi-ch‘ing to as- 
Bune the spurious name of Chou Teé- 
lin, and representing himself to be the 
brother of Chou Té-fu to charge Chou 
Clia-pu at the office of the Colonel of the 
regiment with the frauduleut assumption 
of his brother’s name and rank, the Colonel’s 
object being to extort more money from 
Chou Chia-pu. The charge was duly made, 
and the Colonel having reported it to the 
acting Governor, the Military Secretariat 
was ordered to investigate tle circum- 
stances of the case incoucert withthe Judge 
and Prefect of Chang-sha acting under the 
orders of the latter, The euquiry elicited 
from the parties an admission of the facts 
as narrated above, andthe Memorialist, after 
verifying the evidence by a personal exami- 
nation of the parties, proceeded to pass 
BSenteuce upon them. 

The following are the provisions of the 
law upon which he based his judz:meut :— 

a.—‘* Any persun who shall purchase a 
commission, and fraudulently assuming 
the name of the rightful owner thereof, 
proceed to enter upon the duties of his 
oflice, shall be decapitated after the usual 
period of incarceration.” 

b.—** Any person, whether official or a 
private individual, who shall falsely pre- 
tend that a certain matter personally con- 
cerns him, aud shall obtain a hearing of 
charges brought under such fa'se pretences, 
shall, if upon the investigation of the case 
it be proved that the matter does not cun- 
cern him, be exposed in the cangue for 
three months and at the expiralion of this 
period shall be bauished into military ser- 


vitude upon anear frontier, Such sentence 
shall be passed whether the charges brought 
be true or false, and irrespective of the 
fact whether money be or be not obtained, 
no distinction being made between princi- 
pals and accessories.” 

Under the law as above quoted, Chou 
Chia-pu has been sentenced tu receive a 
huudred blows and to be banished to a dis- 
tance of 3,000 li, this being a modification 
of the clause a which is warranted by the 
special circumstances of his case. He has 
pleaded the age of his mother, who has only 
himself to depend upon, as a justification 
for the remission of his sentence, but the 
plea has been disallowed in view of the 
gravity of his offence. 

T‘ien Fu-shéng and Li Pi-ch‘ing lave 
been sentenced under clause b above quoted 
to exposure in the cangue for three months 
and banishment into military servitude 
upon a near frontier, Ten Fu-shéng, 
belng a commissioned officer, will be ex- 
empted from wearing the cangue, The 
man Huang has absconded, and will be 
separately dealt with upon arrest. No trace 
can be found of Chou Té-fu, whose where- 
abouts will be elicited from Huang when 
the latter has been arrested. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General of the Hu Kuang Provinces re- 
porting that the Magistrate of the An-fu 
District in the province of Hunan has 
announced the perpetration of a burglary 
on certain premises outside the walls of the 
District Town by an individual called Yang, 
who falsely styled himself a recruiting 
aveut. The man is still at large, but steps 
are being taken for his arrest. The 
Memorialist takes this opportunity of 
pointing out that the provinces of Hupei 
aud Hunan are afavourite recruiting ground 
for troops, and recruiting agents often come 
there for that purpose unprovided with 
credentials from the authorities of the 
provinces they represent, The result is 
that many unscrupulous individuals falsely 
personify recruiting agents. The local au- 
thorities, in view of the importance of the 
object upon which they are supposed to be 
enzaved, do not like to interfere ; 1t 13 only 
after the men have got away that the spur- 
iouaness of their mission 1s discovered. 
As the mischief that arises from the collec- 
tion of a number of straugers in one place, 
who proceed to harass the locality in which 
they are, is very serious, the: Memorialist 
would request that an Imperial Decree be 
issued calling upon all military high officers 
who send out recruiting agents to advise 
the high authorities of the province to 
which they are about to proceed that the 


local authorities may be duly warned of 
their approach. Any person collecting re- 
cruits who is not provided' with a letter of 
authorisation addressed to the high au- 
thorities of the province in which he is re- 
cruiting, should be detained pending en- 
quiry, 

March 4th and .5th.—(1) A Memorial 
from the Governor of the New Dominion 
reporting the appointmente of miuor officials 
he has considered it necessary to make in 
the Nan Lu, or Kashgaria, in order to 
place the civil administration of this reyion 
upon a sufficiently effective basis. These 
appointments, which have been made with 
the authority of the Board of Civil Office, 
by whom the Memorialist was instructed 
to be guided by circumstances in the action 
he might see fit to take, and report any 
additions to his stuff, are as follows :— 


Aksu, a Treasury-keeper for the circuit. 
Kashyar, ,, Pe ; 


3 
(New offices will be built for the above 
officers in close proximity to the yamén of 
the ‘Taotai.) A department police master 
will be added in the following four Sub- 
prefectures. 
Wén-su w=), Ho-t‘ien or Khoten 


(FnlR)> Ho-cu'é (Fay Hi), Shu-lo Chie), 
aud a District police master will be ap- 
pointed to the following District Towns: 
—Pai-ch‘éng (FEHR), Yii-tfion (FR), 
Yeh-ch‘éng (FE}F), Shu-fu CBE Hy). ‘rhe 
following sub-prefectures will have a Com- 
missary of the Seal, or Correspondence 
Secretary, attached to them who will have 
police functions as well; Harashar ( 


iD RT), K‘u-ehi 6 (jaa HE), Wu-shih, 


Usni or Ush (2 ), Yingeshar ( Bw 
i) Malapashi te REE ft). res 


which is a centre for the congregating 
of a mixed. population, it is found that 
a sub-district Deputy Magistrate is re- 
quired in addition to the present staff for 
the maintenance of order and good govern- 
ment, and it is proposed to place an officer 
of the same rank also at Pukao-érh ( ti & 


fl) which lies in the centre of the sub- 


prefecture of Harashar, 
The District Magistracy of Yeh-ch‘éng 
) will be removed to Ha-ha-li-k‘o 


(04 08 Bye) aud a Sub-district Deputy 
Magistrate will be stationed at the Ma- 
homedan town of Ho-ch‘é. 

March 6th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor-General at Nanking reporting 
that he is making arrangements, in obedi- 
ence to instructions, for the transport by 
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canal of last year’s winter instalment of the 
Kiangpei tribute rice. 

Having called upon the Financial Com- 
missioner and Grain ‘Taotai to make arrange- 
ments as usual for the conveyance this 
year of the Kiangpei tribute rice by the 
Grand Canal, those officers have now sub- 
mitted the following history of the move- 
ments of the grain fleet that went north- 
ward last year. 

Upon entering the central section of the 
Grand Canal at Yang Chuang, so very 
Jittle water was found and the progress 
of the fleet was so repeatedly checked by 
shallows caused by the accumulation of 
silt that the boats were obliged tu be 
lightened as each section came up, in order 
to pass the Su-ch‘ien and Jung-liu sluices, 
By dint of hiring a large uumber of extra 
man who were worked day and night, the 
fleet managed to push its way as far as the 
T'ai-chuang and Han-chuany sluices, but 
aa the dredging operations at the point of 
junction kuown as the Shih-tzu Ho had 
only just been completed the head of water 
was very weak, and it was necessary to 
part the ten divisions of which the fleet 
was composed into two lots and to dam the 
water in the section in which they were until 
sufficient depth was obtained to float them 
over the obstruction. On arrival at Chi- 
ning there was so feeble a flow of water 
from the Wén river that the Nan-liu Lin 
sluice had to be tightly closed in order to 
flow northwards, and the flvet was taken over 
the difficulty in the same manner as des- 
cribed above. 

On reaching the An-shan and T‘ai-miao 
sections of the canal various irregularities 
in the level of the bed were encountered, 
and the fleet was in continual danger of 
getting aground, so that constant livhten- 
ing had to be resorted to befure the boats 
arrived at Shih-li-p‘u, where is the new 
sluice by which entry is gained into the 
Yellow River. The difference between the 
levels of the canal and the Yellow River 
wag so great, that it was evident that 
directly the sluice was opened, there would 
be no water left in the canal. ‘here was 
nothing for it, therefore, but to wait, and 
after a delay of over a month the water of 
the Yellow River at last rose, and the 
passage across the river was accomplished, 
On arrival at the other side the gradual 
rising of the water justified the opeuing 
of the sluice giving access to the northera 
section of the Grand Canal, but after some 
hundred and thirty boats had passed in 
the water suddenly fell and they were not 
able to advance. The boards were again 
dropped with all promptitude in order to 
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creates a head of water, while the junks 
were lightened in order to get them over 
the obstruction, Fortunately at this june- 
ture heavy rain fell, and the water again 
rose, but meauwhile the sluice gate had 
become obstructed by silt, and numbers of 


men had to be hired, by dint of whose | 


exertions, which were continued during 
three days and nights, the remaining por- 
tion of the fleet was passed in, and pushed 
forward to Lin-ch‘ing, where a pumping 
process was necessary before they could 
vet into the section of the canal known 
as the Wei River. Although the fleet 
did eventually arrive in time to deliver 
the grain by due date, this end was only 
achieved by an enormous expenditure of 
labour and devices. 

Be that as it may, the Commissioner 
and Intendant were none the less sensible 
of the necessity of dving their best to 
secure the eflicacy of so useful a highway 
of communication and to use their utmost 
endeavour to promote the resumption of 
the old system of the transport of grain by 
the Canal route, 

As regards the winter instalment of last 
year’s quota of Kiang pei tribute rice, the 
total amount collected in the four prefec- 
tures concerned was 103,740 piculs, of 
which 6,340 piculs were set aside as pay- 
ment of the expenses of transport, leaving 
97,390 to be transmitted to Peking. ‘Lo 
the above has to be added a further instal- 
ment of 27,450 piculs, after deducting 
allowance for transport, being the tribute 
rice levied on the old taxable land. 

The Memorialist points out that the 
obstacles to the navigation of the Grand 
Canal as demonstrated by the history of 
the voyage of the grain fleet last year 
demand the issue of stringent orders to the 
Director General of Grain Transport and 
other high officials concerned to use every 
effort to clear the chanuel of the various 
obstructions that are shown to exist. He 
Ventures therefore to solicit the issue of 
lustructions in this sense by His Majesty. 
Meanwhile the Financial Commissioner 
and Grain Intendant have been instructed 
to proceed with their arrangements for 
hiring the boats, loading them, and send- 
ing them forward. 


Rescript :—Let the Board of Revenue 
take note. 

March 7th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 

March 8th.—A Memorial from Wéng 
Tang-ho, Chancellor of the Imperial 
Academy, suygesting the adoption of four 
ineasures for the prevention of fraud at the 
preliminary examinations of chien shéng, or 


students of the Imperial Academy, and 
Kung shéng, or senior licentiates, previous 
to their admission to the examinations for 
the degree of chi jén or provincial graduate, 
in Peking, 

1.—Care should be taken in the accep- 
tance of the sureties which each candidate 
has to provide. 

It frequently happens that the candidate 
never puts in an appearance at all, but 
hires a substitute in his own district who 
presents himself for examivation under the 
ussumed name of the candidate. The only 
means of preventing this act of fraud, which 
it is extremely difficult to detect, is to 
make the official who stands surety repon- 
sible for the acts of his nominee. 


2.—A check should be put upon the 
personification of several candidates by 
one individual, who presents himself for 
examination on different occasions under a 
different alias each time. 

‘the remedy for this abuse will be found 
in examining the candidates from those 
provinces from which the number present- 
ing themselves for examination is small, 
simultaneously. Where there are a num- 
ber of applicauts from one province these 
also should be examined in one batch. 

3.—F ines and penalties should be rigidly 
enforced. 


By law, the blank forms upon which the 
candidates have to write their compositions 
should be stamped with an official seal 
upon the turned down corner on which 
their names are written, after which the 
papers are numbered, When the date of 
examination arrives, the candidates, all of 
whom are supposed to provide themselves 
with ink, ink-stone, and eatables, present 
themselves at the Academy to have their 
names called over and checked, when their 
forms (which have already been sent in) are 
given them and each candidate goes to his 
alloted place. The officers of the Academy 
then go round to see that each candidate 
is in his place, and anyone who is not in 
his place has hia paper stamped with a neal 
bearing the words ‘‘regulations contra- 
vened.” Any paper bearing this stamp, 
whether it be good or bad, is not passed, 
and the writer's name is not entered 
upon the list of candidates allowed to enter 
the examinations for the degree, Fraudu- 
lent personilication of another person en- 
tails the loss of his degree by the graduate 
so personified, 

The papers of a successful candidate of 
the above two classes at the examination 
for the degree should be compared with 
those written by him at the preliminary 
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text examination to see if the handwrit- 
ings agree. — 

Referred to the Board of Ceremonies by 
Decree earlier issued. 

March 9th.—(1) A sub-Moemorial from 
Tséng Kuo-ch‘iian, Governor General at 
Nanking, Qn the recommendation of the 
Governor of Kueichow some years ago, a 
general order was issued by Decree to all 
the provinces to establish houses of deten- 
tion for witnesses in criminal cases, and, 
the Memorialist’s predecessor having issued 
the necessary instructions to this Financial 
Commissioner, an establishment of that 
nature was founded in Svochow, as has 
been earlier reported by the Governor of 
Kiangsu. Upon tle succession of the Grand 
Secretary ‘I'so to the post of Governor 
General, he ordered a plot of ground to be 
boughtin the Chung-chéng streetinthe city 
of Nanking, upon which he caused a build- 
ing to be erected with funds specially 
raised for the purpose. Upon completion 
of the building, which contains 39 chien 
of rooms, an officer was sent to reside 
there and take charge of the establishment, 
the perpetual maintenance of which lias 
been provided for by raising an endow- 
ment, the interest on which is devoted to 
the current expenses of the institution. 

At the request of the Financial Commis- 
sioner, by whose agency tle work has been 
carried out, the above particulars are re- 
ported to His Majesty in order that they 
inay be placed on record. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the escape of a prisoner awaiting sentence 
for homicide from the jail of a District 
Magistrate, and his recapture within five 
days. The prisoner, whose manacles had 
been duly examined by the jail warden in 
the morning, managed to escape the notice 
of the turnkeys in the middle of the day 
during the course of a heavy shower of 
rain, and, having twisted off his fetters, he 
climbed over the wall and ran away. His 
absence was soon noticed, and the police 
authorities being set on his track, he waa 
found hiding in one of the corners of the 
city, having been afraid to take to the open 
country for fear of detection. 

The law lays down that when a single 
criminal escapes from prison and is re- 
captured within one hundred days the 
persons responsible for his custody shall 
be exempt from punishment provided 
that the rules for the custody of pri- 
souers were duly observed and that 
the escape was in no way convived at. 

The above conditions having been ful- 
field in the present case, the Memorialist 
would suggest that the jail warden and 


others responsible for the prisoner’s custody 
may be exempt from punishment. The 
magistrate was absent from his post on 
public duty at the time the escape waa 
made, and it must be left fur the Board to 
decide whether or no a penalty should be 
inflicted upon him,.—Roeferred by Rescript 
to the Board of Punishments. 

March 10th.—(1) A Decree: We have 
received the following commands from Her 
Majesty the Empress Dowager, 

The Triennial Scrutiny of the official 
class being one of the great institutions of 
theState which are degigned with the intent 
to stimulate men to activity and raise the 
standard of merit, it is meet that those 
Officials, Manchu and Chinese, metropo- 
litan and provincial, who have displayed a 
capacity for special attention to the per- 
formance of their duties and whose in- 
dustry and meritorious service have been 
particularly noticeable, should be singled 
out for the bestowal of special distinctions 
in token of the high regard in which We 
hold them. 

The date for the Metropolitan Scrutiny 
having now arrived, the Board of Civil 
Office has submitted to Us a list, with a 
request that We will give it careful per- 
usal, We command that the following 
officers, who have aided the State Councils 
with careful and conscientious advice, and 
carried out the various matters eutrusted 
to their management to Our entire salisfac- 
tion, be committed to the Yaméns con- 
cerned for the determination of marks of 
distinction : 

Prince Li ; O-lo-ho-pu, Grand Secretary ; 
Yén Chine-ming, Assistant Graud Secre- 
tury aud President of the Board of Re- 
venue; Chang Chih-wan, President of the 
Board of Punishments; Hsti Kéng-shén, 
Vice-President of the Board of Punish- 
ments; and Sun Yii-wén, Vice-President of 
the Board of Works. 

Li Huneg-chaug, Grand Secretary and 
Governor-General of Chihli, has displayed 
foresivht in the plans adopted by him and 
has proved himself capable of meeting the 
heavy responsibilities imposed upon him. 
The Grand Secretary Tso has achieved a 
great name for honesty aud sincerity of 
purpose, and never shrinks from trouble in 
the performance of his duty, P‘éng Yii- 
lin, President of the Board of War, has 
given evidence of activity in the command 
of Our troops in the Cauton Province. 
Let all the above officers be cimimitted 
to the Board for the determination of 
liberal marks of distinction. We command 
that Chang Chih-tung, Governor General 
of the Two Kuang Provinces, who has been 
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indiscriminatiny in the aid he has affurded 
in military operations, Ting Pao-chéng, 
who has long-held a frontier jurisdiction 
and applied himself conscientiously to the 
performance of his duties, and Liu Chin- 
uang, Governor of the New Dominion, 
whose weasures fot the pacification of a 
frontier territory have been distinguished 
by considerable talent, be committed to 
the Board for the determination of marks 
of distinction. We farther command that 
‘Kséng Kuo-ch‘iian, Governor General of 
the ‘I'wo Kiang Proviuces, be released from 
the penalty of deprivation of rank he is now 
undergoing, in consideration of the useful 
services he has rendered, and that a stnilar 
privilege be conferred on Ta‘én Yii-ying, 
Governor-General of Yiinnan and Kuei- 
chow, as areward for his uuflinching bravery 
aud disregard of daugers and dilticulties. 
The remainder of the officers whose names 
appear on the list will continue to perform 
their duties as heretofure. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Nanking. 

Iu the year 1872 the Chinese Minister 
Ch‘ung Hou applied to His Majesty for 
permission to rebuild the Temple of the 
Queen of Heaven and Goddess of the Sea, 
with a set of apartments attached to the 
Temple for the accommodation of Chinese 
envoys going on foreizu missions. He 
further requested that the cost of thia 
undertaking might be defrayed from the 
funds granted for the maintenance of 
Chinese missions to foreign countries. 

The matter having been referred to the 
Tsungli Yamén for consideration, they re- 
ported against the application of the fund 
In question to the above object, for which 
they considered special fuuds should be 
provided, and upou the isrue of a Decree 
signifying the Imperial approval of the 
view taken by the Tsuugli Yamén, Chung 
Hou proceeded to raise subscriptions for 
the purpose amongst the officials and mer- 
chants, himself heading the list with a con- 
tribution. Over T'ls. 40.000 was raised in 
this manner, and Shén Pao-chén, who 


inspected by an official specially appointed 
for the purpose was duly taken over by 
the authorities with a guarantee which has 
been placed on record. 

The Tao-tfai at Shanghai has now re- 
quested the Memorialist to solicit from 
His Majesty the gift of an Imperial Tablet 
for this temple, a request which the 
Memorialist begs to support in view of the 
protection exercised by the Queen of 
Heaven* over the State and the aid she 
reuders to the people, the efficacy of which 
has long and often been manifested. 

The request is granted by a separate 
Decree earlier ‘issued. 

March 11th.—(1) A Decree. The Censor 
Chang Ting-liao representa that in the first 
moon of every year incense is offered and 
competitive gatherings helda temple outside 
the walla of the metropolis know as the 
Po Yiiu Kuan, where men and women 
are mingled together in miscellaneous con- 
fusion. He further alleges that pretences 
are made of the presence of genii, and 
strange professions of a heterodox nature 
are indulged in. 

The fabrication of legends by the Bud- 
dlist and Taoist priesthood for the beguile- 
ment of the multitude, as well as the 
admission of women and girls into the 
temples for the purpose of burning incense, 
are alike prohibited by law, and We hereby 
call upon the local authorities, whose duty it 
is, tu see that these proliibitions are proper- 
ly enforced, All similar gatherings at other. 
Buddhist or ‘'avist temples within or in 


the neighbourhood of the metropolis will 


was then Governor General at Nanking, | 


directed the Taotai at Shanghai aud the 
District Magistrate to select a suitable site 
for the new building. They considered that 
a certain plot of ground on the north side 
of the Soochow Creek near the Large Bridge, 
which was purchased with the line of rail- 
way from Shanghai to Woosung in 1876, 
was au eligible site, aud, materials having 
been duly purchased and prepared, the 
erection of the new building was commenced 
on the 17th of February, 1883. It was 
completed last July, and having been 


likewise be put a atop to. 

(2) A Memorial from the Imperial Agent 
at Hami, presenting an application from 
the Mussulman Priuce at that place for 
permission to forego for a couple of years 
the attendance on His Majesty, in which 
he should take his turn. In the month of 
October 1884 the Memorialist received a 
communication from the Mongolian Super- 
intendency informing hith that His Majesty 
had approved of a suggestion from the 
Superintendency to the effect that, the 
pacification of the cities of the Mussulman 
dominion being now complete, orders 
should be given to the Mussulman Princes 
and begs of those cities to take their 
turn at the attendance at Court which 
was expected of them. In obedience to 
the Imperial decree ordering the carry- 
ing out of this suggestion, the Memo- 





* It is perhaps worthy of notice that the title of 
the ‘Lien Hou, or Queen of Heaven, though raised to 
the top of the columns is not placed above the column as 
is the case when the Emperor or his acts and attributes 
are referred to, 
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rialist forthwith called npon Shamubusot‘s, 
the Mussulman Prince at Hami, to give 
reverent effect lo His Majesty's commands. 
The Prince has now submitted a petition to 
the Memorialist in which he states that he 
succeeded to the title by the favour of His 
Majesty two years ayo, and it was vatural- 
ly his bounden duty to apply for permis- 
sion to present himself at Court and to 
Jearn the duties required of him. His 
time is so occupied, however, just now 
with the important duties connected with 
the troops that occupy Hami in large 
force, the collection of the scattered rem- 
nants of the fugitive population and their 
re-establishment, tovether with the super- 
intendence of agricultural industry, that 
he ia really afraid for the time being to 
absent himself from his post for fear of 
instters going wrong in his absence. He 
veutures therefore to beg the Memorial- 
ist to crave His Majesty’s gracious per- 
mission to postpone his attendance at 
Court for another two years, when the re- 
laxation of his military duties and the 
pacific establishment of the Mussnlman 
population will enable him to absent him- 
self with greater facility. 

In submitting thie application for His 
Majesty’s consideration the Memorialist 
begs to confirm the statements of the Mus- 
sulman Prince. 

The application is granted by Rescript. 

March 12th.—(1) I Jung, Tartar-General 
at Ning-hsia, is permitted to retire on the 
ground of ill-health. 

(2) A Memorial from Chang P‘ei-lun, 
Acting Director of the Foochow Arsenal, 
reporting the receipt of a petition from 
certain officials employed in the Arsenal 
praying him to solicit His Majesty’s per- 
mission to erect a Memorial Temple to 
Kao T‘éng-yiin, Ch‘én Ying, and other 
naval officers who lost their lives at the 
engagement at P»goda Anchorage by the 
strategy of the French, who attacked an 
inferior force of old and lightly armed 
ships upon the top of the tide. Should 
His Majesty be pleased to sanction this 
grateful tribute to the memory of brave 
and loyal officers, it is requested that the 
authorities may be called upon to offer 
periodical libations to the manes of the 
officers in whose honour the temple is 
erected, The cost of erection will be de- 
frayed from the funds of the Arsenal.— 
Granted by Rescript. 

March 13th.—(1) In this day’s Court 
Circular the return of the two Commis- 
sioners Wu Ta-ch‘éug and Hsii Ch‘ang 
from Corea is announced, and their recep- 
tion mn audieuce by His Majesty. 


(2) A Sub-Memorial from Ts‘6n Yii-ying 
requesting permission to retain the services 
of ten officials who do uot belong properly 
to his Jurisdiction for special service in 
Yiinnan avd Tongnin, The Memorialist 
states that the pestilential climate in 'lon- 
quin has killed so many of his ofticers, that 
the members of his staff who are eligible 
for special duties will not come forward, 
while volunteers who present themselves 
at the headquartera of the army are not 
authorised by law to be so employed. 
The importance of the military duties 
in which he 1s enyavyed have left the 
Memorialist no choice but to avail him- 
self, as a temporary expedient, of the 
services of some of these volunteers, and 
he now solicits His Majesty’s permission to 
retain the services of syven for special duty 
in Yiinnan and three for duty with the 
army in Tonquin. Amongst the officers in 
question whose status varies from that of 
Sub-Prefect to Deputy Magistrate, two are 
in mourning and therefore strictly speak- 
ing ineligible, aud three have bsen pre- 
viously cashiered for misconduct. 

The application ia granted by Rescript. 

March 14th.—Conrt Circular. Wu Ta- 
ch‘éng aud Hsii Ch‘ang were received in 
audience before Jeaviny Peking on service. 

In a general report on the necessity of re- 
form in the convict system, the suggestions 
in which are identical with those contained 
in Memorials from other provinces pre- 
viously summarised, the Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kansu. mentions that there 
are at present in the latter province 870 
exiles of the chien and liu class. Escapes, 
he reports, have occurred during late yeara 
with such increasing frequency that some 
reform in the system is urgently needed, 
and the suggestions he makes with a view 
to that end are, in sum, as follows: 

1.—A heavier penalty upon the official 
respousible for tle safe custody of the con- 
vict. 

2.—That convicts possessed of private 
means be encouraged to bring their families 
with them. 

3 —That those who have no means be 
provided with a small capital to atart them 
in some hawking business, to be carried on 
in the precincts of the yamén of the dis- 
trict to which they are relegated. 

4,—That the incorripibly vicious be keptin 
close confinement, and their escape further 
guarded against by placing them in irons, 

(2) The same vfficer reports the receipt 
of an application, through the prefect of 
Kung-ch‘ang Fu, from a certain native 
tribe in the Min Chou region, for permis- 
sion to be enrolled as members of the 
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ordinary population instead of being left to 
the tender mercies of their chief. ‘This 
tribe, which is known as the Lin-k‘ou 
tribe, consisted criginally of a hundred 
families over whom was placed a chieftain 
of hereditary rank commonly known as 


a Pd hu (B FA). In consequence of the 
rebellion that vecurred in recent years the 
tribute has been reduced to forry families 
or so, and the conduct of the present chief, 
who thongh entitled to the office by sue- 
cession has never been confirmed in the 
appointment, has been proved, by enquiry 
conducted with great minuteness, to Justify 
the charges of wholesale tyranny aud ex- 
tortion which have been uuiversally alleged 
agaiuet him, 

As there is legal precedent for the ad- 
mission of aborigines governed uuder the 
tribal system into the rauks of the ordinary 
population, the Meroorialist would sugyest 
that the present application be eutertained. 
It is usual in such cages to invest the chief 
of the tribe with the hereditary rauk of 
captain or sergeant, and to take the able- 
bodied men of the tribe into the army. 
The present chieftain, however, did not 
himself propose amalgamation with the 
people, aud has so misbehaved himself, 
not only in his treatment of the people 
under him, but in failing to report his 
accession to the title and receive the usual 
authorisation, that he does uot deserve 
any distinction, In order, however, that 
the title may not become altogether ex- 
tinct, itis proposed to hold it in reserve 
until a descendant of the former possessor 
of the title shall be eligible for succession. 
—Referred to the Board concerned. 

March 15th. —(Court Circular.) The 
Governor of the Metropolitan Prefecture 
reports a full of suow in Peking to the 
depth of four inches and upwards. 

(1) Lhe Directur General of the Grain 
Transport requests that no more olticers 
of the rank of captain or lieutenant may 
be seut forward to await appointmencs 
as custodians of the wet, or transport, 
Btations connected with the system over 
Which he has control, as the service is 
hopelessly overcrowded, and there are 
already imore than elvlit expectants for 
every Vacancy, sume of whom can never 
possibly obtain active employment. ‘Lhe 
Memorialist likewise finds fralt with the 
syatem of sending forward candidates for 
vacancies in the transport service in the 
person of military men who have earned 
distinction iu the field, as their traininy 
doves not tit them for the special work 
required of them,—Referred by RK: seript 
tu the Board. 
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(2) A Sub-Memorial from the Governor 
of Kusicheow. As the records will show, 
the Memorialist, in consequence of the 
injury done to the fvod supply of the 
people by the cultivation of the poppy in 
Kueichow, some time since applied for 
aud received His Majesty’s permission to 
put a stop to the growth of the poppy by 
extending the prohibition over a series of 
years. He further issued a general order to 
all the varrisons that no public land was to 
be allowed to be devoted to the cultivation 
and production of the drug. 

Ju spite of this prohibition he now learns 
that a cerlain captain in the Kuei-lhua regi- 
ment, who holds in addition an hereditary 
title, has had the audacity, with the collu- 
sion vf a sergeant of the same regiment, to 
rent a portion of the regimental drill 
yround to a farmer for the purpose of 
growing the poppy thereon. fle therefore 
prays that the said captain and sergeant 
may be forthwith cashiered as a warning 
to others not to emulate their example,— 
Granted by Kescript. 


March 16tl.—A Decree. The Board of 
Ceremonies report the arrival in Peking of 
one Li Yiny-chiin, an envoy sent by the 
King of Corsa respectfully to deliver a 
Letter of Thanks from the King, which 
Letter the Buard have presented on his 
behalf. 

The said King represents that on the 
night of the 4th of December 1884, certain 
traitorous Ministers, to wit, Chin Yu- 
chitin, P‘u Yung-hsiao, Hung Ying-chih, 
Hsit Kuang-fan, and Hsii Tsai-pi, did with 
treasonable intent suddenly enter the 
Royal Precincts and slay six high officers 
in succession, On the 6th of Decem- 
ber the Corean Government, in con- 
sequence of the unanimous feeling of 
indignation among the officials and populace 
which these acts provoked, requested Wu 
Chao-yu, General in command of the 
Chinese garrison, Yuan Shih-k‘i, Sub- 
Prefect, and Chang Kuang-ch‘ien, Brigade 
General, to bring their troops into the 
Palace for the purpose of protection, 
The traitorous Ministers did then. In au 
unexpected manner open fire upon the 
Chinese troops with guna and canuon, kill- 
ing aud wounding over forty of their 
number, The contest was waved for a con- 
siderable period, till the traitorous band at 
length broke and fled , wud the lnteyrity 
of the Royal House was preserved, 

Thanks to the efforts of Wu Ta-chéng aud 
H- i Chang who were graciously sent by 
tee Imperial order to enquire into the 
inatter aul take the necessary action, the 
trouble ids nuw aban end 5 im aw moment uf 
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time danger has given way to repose, and 
by the exercise of the Imperial bounty a 
new lease of life has been obtained, for 
Which good service the King can fiud no 
worda to express tle gratitude he feels. 
The perusal of this Memorial las fur- 
nished us with complete evidence of the 
professions therein expressed. The country 
in question is enrolled upon the list of Our 
Tributary States, and for generations past 
its readers have presented their bounden 
offerings of tribute. Iu the year 1482 We 
sent a special force of Imperial troops to 
the country to put down a disastrous re- 
bellion, and as the people had not regained 
tranquillity of mind after the serious crisis 
which the country had just passed through, 
We, who are continually mindful of our 
tributary states end of the obligation We 
are under to protect them, gave orders for 
the retention uf several regiments in the 
country with the object of suppressing the 
germs of sedition and preventing dis- 
order from being agaiu fanned iuto flame 
by the remnant of the rebellions faction, 
Scarcely have two years elapsed, when, to 
our surprise, sedition has again broken out 
in the preseut unexpected form. General 
Wu Chao-yu and those associated with him, 
being on tle spot, came promptly to the 
rescue, and Hung Ying-chih and the other 
leaders of the rebellious faction were forth- 
with put to death, the remainder of their 
confederates having taken refuge in flight. 
The restoration of order in thisOurFroutier 
State is a matter of great consolation to 
Us. The loyalty and bravery of the officers 
aud men who aacrificed their lives in the 
fulfilment of this task are deserving of the 
highest commendation and compassion, and 
We sanction the request of the King that 
-their names may be enrolled in the temple 
erected to tne memory of the late Wu 
Ch‘aug-ch‘ing, Naval Commander-in-chief 
in Kuangtung, and that libations be offered 
to their manes every spring and autumn 
by officers specially appointed for the duty. 
As regards the King’s assertion that it is 
the duty of his country to consider the 
provision of an eleemusynary grant for 
those soldiera who were killed or wounded, 
aud his prayer that the Minister Superin- 
tendent of Northern Trade may be called 
upon to give the matter his attention and 
take action thereon, We have to remark 
that the Court has at heart the principle* 
Which should guide a great state in its 





* eg. Tho Chtun Chiu, Legge's Classica p, 734. ** The 
reason why the atates acknowledge the supremacy of the 
ruler of Tain lies in the rules of propriety, by which are 
here to be understood the service of n great atate by a 
small one, and tho cherishiug of a sivul state by tho 
Lreataa ’ 


relation to a small one, and its one fear is 
lest its fostering care should fail to be 
carried out in every particular. 

We command Li Hung-chang to ascertain 
the names of the officers and soldiers who 
were killed and wounded, and to submit a 
list thereof to Ourselves with a request for 
the signification of Our will as to the 
posthumous marks of compassion and re- 
wards that are to be betowed. As an act 
of special grace We absolve the said King 
from the consideration of the bestowal 
of eleemosynary marks of approbation, 

‘The envoy who brought the Letter will 
have presents bestowed upon lim, as is 
usual in such cases. 

The said King will still have to cherish 
a spirit of condemnation for the past and 
of watchful guard against future calamity, 
to regulate his administration of affairs in 
minute particulars as well as in matters of 
more serious import, to make use of agents 
who combine moral rectitude with mental 
capacity, to order his government aright, 
and to love his people and organize his 
army in order to place his country ona 
firm and sure foundation. He should also 
take heed that he be sincere in his dealings 
aud cultivate friendly intercourse in order to 
consolidate his relations with the outer world, 
as this will enable him to form a strong and 
permauent bulwark of the Empire, aud to 
be the constant recipient of Our bounty 
and Our love. That he may follow these 
counsels ig Our earnest and firm desire, 

The Board whose duty it is will couvey 
these conmands to him. 

March 17th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor-General of the Hu Kuang Pro- 
Vilices. The authorities in charge of a 
likin barrier on the river in the Han-yang 
District reported to the Memorialist that 
in the month of December last a certain 
individual called Ho, styling himself the 
commander of a Hunan regiment, and ne- 
companied by a number of * braves,” had 
forced his way past the station with boats 
full of cargo which he would not allow to 
be examined. A cruiser was sent in 
pursuit and caught up tle boats at 
a place called P‘ai-chou, whereupon the 
so-called general seized the revenue 
olficers, tied them up, and beat them 
severely. Lhe Memorialist, hearing that 
the man Ho had pone to Hankow, and 
knowing that no recruits were being en- 
liated for the regiment of which he gave 
the name, Ordered search to be made for 
the man and his person to be arrested, 

In due course the General of the Han- 
yang Division reported that he had found 
the man Ho, whose full name was Ho 
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Chung-cli‘i, at a lodging-house in Hankow 
known as the Yiieh Lai, his braves being 
distributed in this and otherinns. Ele was 
closely questioned, and stated that he was 
a native of P‘ing-chiang Hsien in Hunan ; 
that he had commenced life as a brave, aud 
for success in various etlyavements at which 
he was present had been promoted by 
successive stages to the rank of Brigade 
General with the brevet of 2-2. He was 
how enlisting braves for service at Shan- 
hai Kuau under the warrant of Pfény Yii- 
lin, High Commissioner in Charge of the 
Defences in Kuangiung. The man’s story 
being told with curtain contradictions, and 
his account of limself not being altogether 
satisfactory, his baygage was searched and 
a foryed commission from P‘ény Yii-lin, 
together with a seal, warrant-arrow, flays 
and uniforms were discovered, ‘The Meno- 
rialist then ordered Ho Chuug-ch'i and 
the others who had been arrested ° to 
he consigned, with their effects, to the 
Judicial Commissioner for trial, and at 
the same time directed the mavistrate 
of Pfing-chianug to consult the historical 
topugraphy of that District to see if the 
name of Ho Chuny-ch‘i occurred in the 
liet uf those officers who had obtained pro- 
Inotion from the ranks, all of which uames 
would be yiven in this tupoyraphy. The 
Magistrate replied that there was no such 
name on the list, and the imposture was 
further corroborated by the Imperial Cum- 
missioner P'éug himself, who wrote to 
acknowledge the receipt of a report from 
the General at Hau-yang announcing the 
Inau's capture, and begyed that he might 
be severely dealt with, as he was an 
audacious impostor. ‘The man was duly 
tried, and himself admitted that he had 
forged the seal, the warrant of the Imperial 
Commissioner P'éng and his other creden- 
tlals; and that he had enlisted braves on 
the tatth of these spurious credentials and 
defrauded people of money, burruwing also 
from the ollicers he had appointed as 
enlisting agents, 

The offence being one against military 
Jaw, the penalty for which is summary de- 
capitation, orders have been given for the 
luninediate infliction of this penalty upon 
the said Ho Chung-eh‘i.—Rescript: Let 
the Board of Punishments take counisance, 

March 18:h.—(1) Li Hung-tsao is ap- 
pointed Secretary of the Grand Secretariat 
with the brevet rank of Vice-President of 
the Board of Ceremouies.* 





= eee 

{* Li Hung-tsao, formerly Grand Secretary, Mem- 
her of the Graud Council, President of the Board of Civil 
Office aud Minister of the Tsung-li Yamén, was cas ivred 
and disgraced with Prince Kwoy and other high officers 
by a Docree dated sth April, 1o$1.] 


(2) A Memorial from the Acting Go- 
vernor of Shansi ad tuterim reporting that 
he has ascertained the extent to which 
the prohibition against the cultivation of 
the poppy in that province has been 
observed and aubmitting the names of 
certain officers for the bestowal of rewards 
and penalties respectively. A similar re- 
pert was submitted by the Governor 
Chang Chih-tung last year, and the 
Memorialist, upon assaming temporary 
charge of the administration of the prv- 
vincial Government, being apprehensive 
lest the prohibitions in force should be set 
ab nouglt and the poppy should again be 
cultivated as of yore, enunciated these 
afresh by printing the instructions on the 
subject and embodying them in an em- 
phatic proclamation. 

At the close of the 4th and commence- 
ment of the Sth moun the weather was 
dry, and reports of an indefinite character 
reached the Memorialist from various 
districts. ‘The Memorialist and his com- 
mitteee of administration, being resolved 
that his predecessor’s strenuous effects for 
the prohibition of the production of the 
druy should not be allowed to be thrown 
away, adhered to their determination to 
continue the prohibition and issued strict 
injunctions and exhortations to that effect. 

Rain having fallen in due season, special | 
officers were sent out to inspect the country 
and find out if any farmers had ventured to 
disobey the prohibition. Auy such were 
at once beaten or exposed in the cangue 
and their crops plucked up by the roots, 
while those officers aud underlings who 
had had the temerity to conceal the fact of 
such cultivation going on were summarily 
withdrawn from their posts, 

In addition to the visits by special 
inspectors, enquiries public and private 
were made in various ways and in every 
direction. These investigations have shown 
that in Chiao-ch‘énug and Ho-ch‘i in the 
Sub-prefecture of Tnichow, which used be 
the yreat centre of poppy cultivation, the 
amount grown this year is less than it was, 
and by dint of continual visits of Inspec- 
tion and uprooting not a plant has been 
left in the ground. In other Sub-prefec- 
tures Departments and Districts where the 
country is hilly aud the population sparse 
the Memorialist cannot venture to assert 
that there have not been isolated instances 
of stealthy cultivation which have escaped 
notice, but he can assert that the rich and 
level lands present an unbroken expanse of 
green to the eye of the observer, the crops 
consisting entirely of sorghum and pani- 
cled millet. Although the population of 
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Shanusi may be considered avaricious as a 
whole, they have none the less a whole- 
some dread of the law, and though pro- 
hibitions may be stealthily disregarded 
there is never any resistance to the carry- 
ing out of the penalty which such disregard 
entails. Hence all that is required to 
secure by gradual stages the complete 
extinction of peppy cultivation is the 
unceasing aud unrelaxing eufurcement of 
the prohibition on the part of the local 
authorities. The system of the bestowal of 
rewards and infliction of penalties upon the 
officers who were earnest or the reverse 
in the fulfilment of this duty, which waa 
instituted by thelate Governor, hasrendered 
the task of the Memorialist considerably 
easier during the present year, and in 
accordance with precedent he beys now to 
submit the names of certain officers upon 
whom he would solicit the bestowal of 
marks of approbatiou and disapproval re- 
spectively. 

This list contains the names of six offi- 
cials for marke of approval, and of three 
for whom marks of disapproval are solicited. 
The request is granted by Rescript. 

March 19th.—Court Circular, ‘The Com- 
missioners Wu Ta-ch‘é6ug and Hsii Chang 
had audience on their return from Tieutsin. 
No documents of importance, 

March 20th.—(1) A Decree: Liu Ping- 
chaug reports the achievement of a victory 
at the port of Chéu-hai (Chin-hai) under 
the following circumstances. 

From the. 1st to the 5th of March re- 
peated attacks were made by the eneimy’s 
fleet upon the port of Chiuhat in Ché- 
kiang. Ou-yang Li-cliien, General in com- 
inand of the infantry and marines, assisted 
by the officers in comimanud of the steam 
flotilla, fired upon the enemy’s ships, which 
were struck time after time, and so damaved 
that they retired discomfited. 

The bravery displayed in this encounter 
may be considered as deserving of coin- 
mendation, aud We command Liu Ping- 
chaug to repeat his ealortations to the 
officers engaged to continue to maintain a 
close aud vigorous defence, which must uot 
be relaxed in the slightest particular. 

Tu Kuan-ying, sab-prefect, Fei Chin- 
shou, Lieutenant Colonel, Wu Chieh, Cap- 
tain, and Chou Mao-hstin, supernumerary 
officer, wounded, whose activity on the pre- 
sent occasion was especially marked, will 
have their names recorded for Insertion tn 
the general list of officers recommended 
fur distinctions which will be hereafter 
submitted to Us, 

(2) ‘he Governor-General Li Hung-chang 
repurts that he has been requested by the 


Mauistrate of ‘ientsin to lay before His 
Majesty the details of a certain endowment 
made by one Yang Yiiu-chang, a native of 
that District, the interest on which is to 
be devoted to the benefit of his family, 
it being hoped that His Majesty will be 
pleased to order the arrangement to be 
placed on record. Yany Yiiu-chang has 
devoted over Tls. 17,800 to the purchase 
of house property and land in various Dis- 
tricts in the province, the proceeds from 
which are to be devoted in certain pro- 
portions to the maintenance of the ancestral 
temple of the clan in proper repair, the 
keeping of the family grave-yard in order, 
supporting a school for the education of 
the yeunger members of the clan, main- 
taining the orphans and widows, and ren- 
deriny pecuniary assistance upon the occa- 
sious of weddings and of funerals. Minute 
regulalions for the disposal of this fund 
have been drawn up, a-copy of which has 
been sent to the Board of Ceremonies.— 
Rescript : ‘I'he Board coucerned will take 
cogiisance. | 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kuangsi. 

The Memorialist received some time since 
a communication from the Tsungli Yamén 
informing him that Ch‘én Pao-ch‘én, 
Secretary of the Grand Secretariat, in his 
Memorial to the Throne submitted in his 
capacity of Assistant Administrator of 
Affairs connected with the Southern Su- 
perintendency of Trade, had suggested that 
the only way to increase the revenue was 
by raising the likin on salt. These sug- 
gestions having been considered in 
Council, and the Board of Revenue hav- 
ing ascertained that the annual yalue 
of likin taxation on salt in Kuangai 
was about $90,400, Ch‘én Pao-ch'én had 
recommended that a report be called for 
from the high provincial authorities who 
should be instructed to ascertain whether. 
or uo it was possible to raise the taxation 
on this commodity to a uniform level 
[with that it was proposed to bring the 
standard up to elsewhere.] | This proposal 
having been sanctioned by His Majesty, it 
was duly communicated by the Lsung-li 
Yaméu to the Memorialist, who at once 
called for a report on the subject from the 
Financial Coumnissioner aud the officers at 
the head of the Cuimimittee of Reorganis- 
atlow, 

These officers have now sent in their 
report, which is to the effect that while 
they admit the advantage to the revenue 
from an increased tax on = salt, which 
forms the chief suurce of income to the 
province, they are couvinced, after careful 
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consideration of the whole question and 
alter gauging popular opinion on the eub- 
ject, that salt in Kuangsi is already taxed 
to the full extent that that it will bear. 
This salt, which is imported from Kuang- 
tung, has already paid its regular tax in 
that province and is subjected to a further 
likin tax upon arrival in Kuangsi, where 
the area of circulation is limited to twelve 
prefectures aud departments, the popula- 
tion of which is sparsely scattered over a 
country which is still feeling the effects of 
previous rebellions of which the province 
has been the scene, The revenne from 
this source, which is assessed at $70,000 
odd, brings in annually to the treasury 
from $90,000 to $100,000, which is already 
more than the commodity was supposed to 
yield, aud any increase of the present rate 
would leave the dealers no profits on their 
capital, thus diminishing their operations 
and encouraging a contraband trade on a 
Jarge scale, 

The Memorialist, in submitting these 
opinions to His Majesty, beys to atate that 
the facts as stated are correct, and he las 
replied in that sense to the Tsungli Yamén. 


March 21st.—No documents of import- 
ance, 


March 22nd.—(1) A Decree granting the 
request of the Governor-General at Foo- 
chow that a tablet may be bestowed upon 
the temple to an individual called Pai, 
canonised ag the chén jén or Divine Man 
[in the Taoist sense] at Wu-shih Shan, 
Fvochow, which deity has often manifested 
Ita divine interposition when appealed to 
for aid. Last year the summer was very 
dry, and the drought was accompanied by 
au epidemic. The local authorities and 
gentry then repaired to the temple of this 
deity and offered up earnest players for 
aid, in answer to which a grateful and 
refreshing rain came down and the plague 
Was promptly stayed. 

His Majesty’s expresses his sincere grati- 
tude for the blessings thus touchsafed, and 
orders the Imperial College of Iuscriptions 
to prepare a tablet which ia to be sent to 
the Governor General and teverently sus- 
pended hy him in the temple to that deily, 
The Board of Ceremonies are directed to 
consider a further request of the Governor 
General that this deity may be enrolled on 
the list of those to whom periudical sacrifice 
is offered by the authorities, and that a title 
may be conferred upon him. 

(2) A joint Memorial from the Governor 
General and Governor at Canton reporting 
for the purpose of placing the fact on a: 
cord, the donation of a large endowment 
for the benefit of his clan by a certain 


titular official in the District of Ch‘ang-lo 
in that Province. . 

K‘ung Chi-chou, the officer in question, 
in view of the fact that his clan was large 
and some of its members poor, decided to 
set apart certain landed property he had 
and money to the amount of Tla. 10,370, 
the rents and interest on which were to be 
devoted in perpetuity to the assistance of 
indigent members of his clan; that ia to 
say, by maintaining the old and providing 
for widows, orphans and infants, and 
establishing schools for the education of 
the young. In addition to the above, a 
paper-collecting institution was to be 
established for collecting paper upon which 
writing was to be found and preventing it 
from being put to base uses. A yearly con- 
tribution of 1.000 piculs of grain was, fur- 
ther, to be set aside as provision against 
times of dearth. ‘he donor, being appre- 
hensive leat in course of time the fund he 
had now established should be diverted 
from the objects which it was intended to 
meet, begged the magistrate to request 
that the matter might be laid before the 
Throne, and orders given for a note to be 
taken thereof. As this application is sup- 
ported by precedent the Memorialist ven- 
tures to commend it to His Majesty’s favour- 
able notice, and at the same forwards to the 
Board, who he hopes may be called upon 
to record the donation, a Memorandum of 
the particulars thereof.—Rescript : Let the 
Board concerned take note. 

March 23rd.—(1) A Decree ordering 
certain metropolitan officials over the age 
of 63.who have been presented to His 
Majesty on the occasion of the Triennial 
Scrutiny to retire from the public service 
with the rank of their respective grades. 

(2) A Memorial from Pien Pao-ch ‘ian, 
Governor of Shensi, in anawer to an In- 
perial Decree, issued at the instance of the 
Board of Revenue, in which the Governor 
is called upon to reduce the number of 
likin stations in the province and to limit 
the tax on native opium to Tls. 30 per 100 
catties. The Board further call attention 
to the deceptive and misleading manner 1n 
which the Shensi likin accounts are sent in 
to the Board, who demand that a sum of 
Tis. 291,000 odd that the Shensi Govern- 
ment has kept back from the likin receipte 
(which should have been reported to the 
Buard) during the years 1876-1881 be held 
at the disposal of the Board; also that 


the total amount of the local appropria- 


tions since that date be at once ascertained 

and reported to them. 
In reply the Memorialist states that his 

predecessor and himself have made cou- 
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siderable reductions in the number of likin 
Stations. Hight have been removed in the 
neighbourhood of the provincial capital, 
and some twenty-nine outlying stations 
have been done away with, others again 
betng amalyamated. A universal likin rate 
of Ts. 30 per picul has been ordered, more- 
over, to be levied on native opium throug- 
out the province. 

The Memorialist then proceeds to protest 
in vigorous terms against the unwarrant- 
able accusations of fraudulent action in the 
disposal of the public funds which the 
Board of Revenue briug ayainst himself 
and his predecessors. He hegs tu state 
that ever since the year 1876 it has been 
the custom for thirty per cent. of the likin 
revenue of Shensi to be devoted to extra- 
ordinary expenditure entailed by the de- 
vastating éffects of the rebellion, ‘The total 
amouut thus retained during the seven 
years from 1876 to 1883 was Tls. 385,600 
odd, which was devoted in part tu the 
repairs of city walls and moats, the rebuild- 
Ing of granaries and temples to Confu- 
cius, the founding of colleges, examination 
halla, etc., the purchasing of public libra- 
ries, the supply of plough oxen and seed 
for occupiers of waste lauds, the organisa- 
tion of a grain supply as a provision against 
times of dearth, the payment of contribu- 
tions in augmeutation of the salaries of 
metropolitan officials, and the carrying out 
of the numberless lucal requirements which 
are too numerous to mention. By these 
calls upon the fund it was reduced to 
Tle. 167,200 odd, and this balance was 
further reduced by a loan of some Tis. 
60,000 to meet some regular expenditure 
for which there were not sullicient revular 
funds in haud. Hence the balance now 
remaining is not more than Tls. 100,000. 

The Memorialist then goes on to say that 
it ig a common practice in all the provinces 
to retain a certain proportion of the likin 
taxation to meet the local calls for expendi- 
ture on public account, and if neglect to 
report the details of the manner in which 
this fund is expended is to be stigmatised 
by the ugly name of fraud, the Memorialist 
must be permitted to ask, are not the 
Board, themselves setting au example of 
fraudulent conduct in suggesting that the 
contributionsto metropolitan salaries should 
be paid out of this very sum of thirty 
per cent, of the likin collections which 
they new declare the provincial Govern- 
nent has no right to retain ? 

He would further point out that the re- 
teition of a similar percentaye is passed un- 
noticed in other provinces, and the Shenai 
percentage was siiwilarly not criticised by 


the [mperial Commissioner O-lo-ho-pu, who 
waa told of the fact when he visited the 
province on a special mission of enquiry. 
Ts it likely that he would have Jet such a 
thing pass were the practice irregular ? And 
yet the Board declare that they have now 
discovered the ‘‘deception”’ fur the first 
titne. 

After continuing for some fime in this 
strain the Memorialist goes on to say that 
dependence is placed upon this fund to 
meet calls for urgent expenditure, all of 
which is reported from time te time to the 
Throne, aud the Board, who now wish ta 
have the control of the fund, are certainly 
not in a position to judge so well as the 
authorities on the spot as to the urgency 
or importance of the calls for expenditure 
in avy particular case, wor are they capable 
of making arrangements on behalf of the 
local goverument they now wish to over- 
ride. If they insist on application being 
made to them for instractions in all matters 
large and small, important or trivinl, 
fatuering the local Government by red 
tapeiazm, who, the Memorialist would ask, 
is to bear the responsibility of accidents 
aud delays that imay be caused by the 
adoption of this course ? 


In short, tlis contingency fund igs an 
absolute necessity for every province, and 
the important point to secure is that the 
fund be expended on objects of public uti- 
lity, not that the mode of its expenditure 
be reported to the Board of Revenue. ‘The 
Memorialist is well aware of the heavy 
eall upon the revenues of the Empire that 
defensive preparations entail, and of the 
duty of ull high authorities to be catholic 
in their sympathies, which should not be 
confined to the particular jurisdiction over 
which they are putin charge ; but neither 
should they be unmindful of their special 
duties or sacrifice their local interests to 
the larger ones, for if the former suffer the 
latter are also prejudiced. 

The Memorialist would therefore pray 
that this particular fund may be allowed 
to be retained for local use, and that in 
future ten per cent. of the total annual 
lekin collection may be similarly retained, 
returns of the whole amount being seit in 
each year. 

Referred to the Board of Revenue. 

March 24th.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Governor-General at Nanking and the Go- 
vernor of Kiangsu requesting the bestowal 
of honours upon an octogenarian who has 
had the felicity of seeing seven generations 
of his family and is now surrounded by 
four. 
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The aged man for whom a mark of 
distinction is solicited, and who is eighty- 
eight years of age, was formerly Superin- 
tendent of the Chang Chén Tung Hai 
Customs in Kiangsu, and now lives at 
Yangchow, his adopted home, though his 
place of registration is Kuei-chu Asien in 
Kueichow. Ju the 24th year of Chia 
Ch ‘ing (1820) he took his graduate’s degree 
in Kueichow, and proceeded te pass for 
inetropolitan graduate the following year, 
when he was appointed to the oftice of 
Bachelor of the Han-lin College. Having 
relinquished the academic career for that 
of the general service, he served in the 
Boards, going through the grades of second- 
class Assistant Secretary aud second-class 
Secretary, after which he passed into the 
Cengorate and served, first as Ceusor of the 
Kiang-nan Circuit, and subsequently as 
Supervising Censor and Keeper of the Seal 
over the Boards of Civil Office and War 
respectively. He was assistant examiuer 
at the Metropolitan Examiuation for the 
Second degree in 1839, aud chief examiner 
at the Hunan examination for the provin- 
cial graduate’s degree in 1840. In 1842 he 
was appointed T'aotai of the Ch‘ang, Chén, 
T'ung, Hai circuit in Kiangsu, and took 
up the appuintment in the following year. 
Wheu Chinkiang fell into the hands of the 
rebels he was dismissed, but having been 
employed on special service on different 
occasions, when he acquitted himself with 
credit, he was given the rank of Taotai 
with a button of the third grade. In 
the year 1880 he was privileged to attend 
the Lu Ming Banquet a second time, 
having reached the aixtieth anniversary of 
the attainment of his graduate’s degree, 
aud he was then given a button of the 
second grade. In the following year he 
Was similarly privileged to attend the 
Banquet given to successful candidates in 
the highest degree, having held that degree 
for a cycle, aud he was then given a button 
of the first rank. He has at present living 
& son, three grandsons, seven great grand- 
sons, and one great great graudson making 
with himself five generations in all, while 
he was educated by his grandfather, so that 
he has lived to see seven generations of his 
family. 

As the enjoyment of the felicity of having 
seen sevel gouerations entitles the indivi- 
dual to the beatowal of an Imperial mark 
of distinction, the Memorialists beg to sup- 
port an application that has now been made 
that Lis Majesty will be graciously pleased 
to bestow some honour upon the officer 
In question.—Referred to the Board of 
Ceremonies. 


March 25th.—{1) A Decree : During the 
twelfth moon of last year and the first 
moon of the present year the troops beyond 
the Kuangai frontier have failed to hold 
their own time and again. Although their 
leader, P‘an Ting-hsin, the Governor of 
the proviuce, was always with the van of 
his army and was wounded by a bullet 
in the leg, he has none the less been un- 
able to inspire the men under his com- 
mand with a spirit of stubborn resistance, 
and has shown an undoubted want of 
strategical skill in the disposition aud 
handling of his forces. We command, 
therefore, that P‘an Ting-hsin be forth-. 
with cashiered. 

Fucther : notwithstanding the fact that 
Wang Té-pang, ex-Fiuancial Commissioner 
of Kueichow, was one of the earliest officers 
at the front to make preparations for attack, 
he has failed to distinguish himself in the 
slightest particular. He was first routed in 
an engagement at H’éng-ku, and again, when 
sent to guard the southern frontier, he 
failed to go promptly to the rescue, there- 
by displaying undoubted cowardice aud 
incapacity. We command therefore that 
he be deprived of his rauk in antici- 
pation of an enquiry into his conduet 
and further action that may be taken 
thereon. | 

Su Yuan-ch‘un has frequently distin- 
guished himself in the field, and he is bold 
and prompt iu action, We command there- 
fore that he undertake the chief direction 
of military operations in Kuangsi, and that 
Li Ping-héng temporarily take charge of 
the duties of Governor. 

March 26th.—(1) A Memorial from Sé- 
léug-o, Imperial Resident in Thibet, and 
his Colleague the Assistant Resident, re- 
porting the departure of the former for 
Ulterior Thibet to make distributions of tea 
as a posthumous good deed on behalf of 
Her deceased Majeaty the late Empress 
Dowager. ee 

On the 27th June, 1881, the Memorialists 
received a communication from the Grand 
Council informing him that on the 22nd 
of April they had been honoured with the 
following Imperial Decree: 

‘The Mongolian Superintendency have 
represented to Us, with reference to the 
obsequies of Her deceased Majeaty the 
Empress Dowager T'zi An, that it is neces- . 
sary to make distributions of tea amongat 
the various temnles in Thibet for the 
recitation of litanies, and they explain 
what has been done on former occasions. 
Let the necessary written orders be pre- 
pared for the Dalai Lama and others, and 
jet the presents to be bestowed upon them 
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be given out and forwarded by Govern- 
ment stage to the Governor General of 
Szechnen, who will pass them on. The ar- 
rangements connected with the distribution 
of tea and the recitation of litanies will be 
attended to by the Imperial Resident in 
Thibet, and the Governor General of Sze- 
chuen will provide the Tls. 8,000 required 
for donations, together with the blocks of 
ten, 

Subsequent to the arrival of the above 
Decree the Memorialist received from the 
Governor General of Szechuen the written 
Imperial Orders fur the Dalai Lama and 
others, with the presents, and the tea and 
money to be distributed amongst the various 
temples in payment for the recitation of 
litanies, as well aa the hata or silk hand- 
kerchiefs to be burned during the services 
of prayer. 

As already reported in his Memorial of 
the 4th of June, 1884,* the necessary 
arrangements for the recitation of litanies 
in all the temples of Anterior Thibet, and 
the distribution of tea as a posthumous 
good deed, were duly carried out in the 
prescribed form. It was originally the 
Memorialists’ intention to proceed immedi- 
ately with the execution of similar arrange- 
ments in Ulterior Thibet, but the case 
of the thefts perpetrated on Parbuttiya 
(Nepalese) traders having occurred at the 
time, and the Chinese and Thibetan subor- 
dinate officers being engaged in the most 
importaut task of completing the saubse- 
queut arrangements which had to follow 
the settlement of this case, there was no 
help for it but to attend first to the matter 
which was of supreme urgency, and, aa the 
Memortalist and hie colleague reported at 
the time, to postpone the visit to Ulterior 
Thibet until this case should be settled. The 
subsequent arrangements attendant upon 
the termination of this case having now 
been concluded, the Memorialist Sé.léng-o 
proposes to start on the 10th of January 
for Ulterior Thibet, travelling by the postal 
roada, for the purpose of making arrange- 
ments fur the due performance of the cere- 
monies required. Ordinary matters of 
current business that may require atten- 
tion during his ahsence will be attended to 
by the Assistant Resident, who will con- 
sult the Memorialist Sé-léug-o by letter on 
all matters of importance. 

Rescript : We have taken coynisance. 

(2) A Sub-Memorial from the same of- 
ficers. Last year, the Hutukt‘u of Kun- 


* This Memorial was published in the Gazette of 
August 10th, 1884, so that allowing a short time for 
delay in publication, ic must have travelled from Lassa 
to Peking in about six weeks. 


kochalate‘an, whose name is Chiamu- 
pat‘utop‘u, came to Thibet to study 
the canonical writings, and contributed 
Tls. 1,000 towards the indemnity paid to 
the Nepalese for the plunder of their goods, 
as has already been reported to His Ma- 
jesty. The Memorialists were about to 
apply for the bestowal of some mark of 
distinction upon the Hutukt‘u when they 
received a petition from him to the effect 
that he had been recepient of great bounty 
from His Majesty which he had never 
been able to requite in the smallest degree, 
aud he would not venture therefore to 
invite the bestowal of any mark of distinc- 
tion as a reward for the contribution he 
had made towards the indemnity fund. 
He would at the same time observe that 
ever since his arrival in Thibet he had 
placed himself under the Deputy Precep- 
tor of the Dalai Lama the Shaburang 
P‘uértochinloputeanych ‘uch‘éng-chiamu pa- 
lo-chiamuts‘o, with whom he studied 
the scriptures and canonical writings, 
and for whose teachings he was greatly 
beholden, He had been intending to show 
his gratitude to this Preceptor, but had 
found no means of doing to, and now 
begyed to ask whether application could 
not be made to His Majesty to bestow 
upon the said Preceptur the marke of dis- 
tinction that would otherwise have been 
conferred upon him, the applicant, for his 
contribution to the Nepalese indemnity 
fund, | 

Referred to the Yamen concerned for 
their opinion. 

March 27th.—(1) The Acting Governor 
of Hunan reports that he has ordered the 
summary execution of several quoudam 
braves and others who have been concerned 
in two daring acts of burglary in that pro- 
vince. In one case they murdered the 
owner of the house, a titular official, together 
with his wife and concubine, and carried off 
property the value of which was estimated 
at ‘I'ls. 700. In the second case a watoli- 
man on the premises was wounded. 

The Memourialist justifies their summary 
ex»cutions on the ground that the province 
of Hunan is overrun with disbanded braves, 
aud that the germs of sedition still remain 
there, It is essential therefore to be con- 
slantly on the watch and enforce the law 
with an uncompromising hand in order to 
strike terrorinto the heartsofevil-doers. He 
beya to add that order prevails at the pru- 
sent moment, and that the criine of burglary 
appears.to be slightly on the decrease. 

(2) ‘The same officer submits, as required 
by regulation, his anwual return of the 


| summary executions authorised by him 
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during the 10th year of Kuang Haii with- 
out waiting for sanction from the Throne. 
These amouuted altoyether to 42, the vic- 
tims being disbanded braves guilty of 
murder, persons concerned in burglaries of 
a Berious kind, or in highway robbery, or 
niembera of secret affiliated societies. 

March 28th.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
Beitza I Mo to be present at the final ubse- 
quies of the Princess Shou Chuang, which 
are to take place on tlie 2ud of April, to 
offer a libation. 

(2) A Sub-Memorial from Chang ‘[‘ing- 

lian, a member of the Court of Censors. 
The Memorialist would further ven- 
ture to draw attention to the words of 
the sage, who says, “‘ when an unchanging 
standard of murality is established the 
people are roused to virtue, and forthwith 
depravity and secret vice no more exist.” 
The Imperial dynasty which now holds 
sway has enacted laws which are specially 
severe in their prohibition of stories of the 
supernatural invented for the delusion 
of the masses; also of the fabrication of 
heterodox and strange wonders by a vicious 
priesthoud, Taoist or Buddhist, for the 
excitation aud bewilderment of simple folk. 
The object of these stories and wonders was, 
at the outset, merely to reap a harvest of 
wealth, but the mischief has spread uutil 
the domain of adultery, robbery, vice and 
licentiousness of every kind has been in- 
vaded by their means, and they have be- 
come one of the chief enemies to faith and 
morals, 
_ The Memorialist would draw His Ma- 
Jesty’s attention to the fact that the Po Yiin 
Kuan, a temple outside and to the westward 
of the Chang-i Gates of the metropolis, is the 
scene of a great festive gathering from the 
15th to the 2Uth of the let moon, when 
Inen and women mingle in a confused 
crowd, and the whole countryside becomes 
wild with excitement. 

It is not right that this mischievous 
custom should prevail in a place which 
should be foremost in the exhibition of 
morality. Whatis still more strange, it is 
given outthata gathoring of genii takes place, 
and on the night of the 19th women come 
into the temple and sit concealed through- 
out the night in odd and crooked corners 
of balustraded buildings, where the fairies 
present themselves to view. 

How in the centre of enlightenment and 
Civilisation can such strange and heterodox 
doings be tolerated,—doinys than which 
none are more detrimental to or subversive 
of morality? It they be not forthwith put 
a stop to, there is every rexsou to apprehend 
that the longer thry are alluwed to con- 


tinue and grow in extent, the harder will be 
the task of retrieving the mischief they entail, 
He cousiders it therefore his bounden 
duty to pray His Majesty to command 
that the local authorities whose duty it is 
may be directed to make searching enquiry 
and uncompromisingly probibitauch gather- 
ings in the future. Anyone who shall 
hereafter set a-going any stories about 
genli, or shall allow women to enter tem- 
ples by night and keep them there, should 
be punished with the full penalty which the 
law allows for such offences. Any gatherings 
for the burning of incense inside or out- 
side the metropolis of a similiar nature to 
the one described should be put a stop to 
on discovery, a constant watch being kept 
for the purpose. Thus perhaps may public 
morality be adjusted, and marvellous and 
wicked doings be put a stop to,—For 
Decree see Gazette of 11th March. 

March 29th.—(1) A Decree: P‘an Ting- 
hsin reports a decisive engagement and. 
signal victory by the various columns of 
the Imperial troops. 

Ou the 23rd and 24th of the present 
month the enemy advanced from different. 
points to the attack of Chen-nan Kuan. 
The two devisions uuder Feng Tzi-lin and 
Wang Hsiao-ch‘i at once went forth to 
meet them, while Su Yuan-ch‘un and 
Chiang Tsung-chieh hurried up with re- 
inforcements for their support. The whole 
body of troops made a unanimous and 
vigorous resistance, which terminated in a 
signal victury. Over a thousand of the 
enemy were killed or wounded, and their 
elephants, horses, guns, and rifles were 
captured in large numbers, the enemy 
being driven back discomfited. 

The bravery aud energy of Our officers 
and men upon this occasion isoommendable, 
and We command that Su Ynan-ch‘un and 
Li Ping-héug have liberal marks of distine- 
tion conferred upon them as a stimulus to 
general zeal and activity. 

(2) The Acting Governor of Hunan re- 
ports that the prefect of Ch‘én-chou Fu haa 
volunteered to surrender the whole of the 
annual grant he receives for the suppres- 
sion of salt smuggling as a contribution 
towards military expenditure; and other 
officers from various Departments and Dis- 
tricta have announced their willingness to 
surrender a certain percentage of this grant, 
some more, some less, for the same object. 

The Memorialist goes on to say that the 
total anunal amount of the grant to the 
Hunan officials for the prevention of salt 
aniuygling is Ts, 36.000 odd, of which 
about T'ls. 24,000 to 25,000 have been con- 
tributed by the Memorislist and other 





members of the provincial Government to 
military expenditure. In addition to the 
above there 1s a sum of Tls. 11,000 to 
12,000 which is distributed for expenditure 
in preventive purposes amongst the various 
prefectures, departments, and districts in 
varying proportions. It has now been 
represented to the Memorialist that if the 
whole of the allowances hitherto given for 
the prevention of salt smuggling be relin- 
quished, there is a danger of losing sight 
of one object in thinking of another, aud 
it has been suggested by the Financial 
Commissioner and Salt Intendant that 
seven-teuths of the fund granted to the 
various local authorities for the salt preven- 
tive service shall be retained by them to 
be applied to that object, and that three 
tenths shall be retained as a contribution 
in aid of military expenditure. By this 
arranzement some Tis. 3,000 will be de- 
voted annually from the fund in question 
to the latter object. The Memorialist begs 
to support this application.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

March 30th.—No documents of import- 

ance. 
. March 31st.—(Court Circular) Wu Ta- 
ch‘éng and Haii Ch‘ang had audience of 
leave (before starting for Tientain to assist 
in the negotiations with the Japanese 
Ambassador). 

(1) A joint Memorial from the Warden 
of the Marshes at Uliasut‘ai, the Governor 
of Ch‘ahar, and his deputy, the Assistant 
Warden of the Marshes, and. the Assistant 
Governor of Uliasut‘ai. The ofticers in 
charge of the Government post-stations in 
the Ch‘ahar jurisdiction with the Mongo- 
lian nobility at Uliasut‘ai have repeatedly 
represented the effete condition of the 
service at present, and the heavy burden 
its compulsory maintenance has become 
too heavy for them, in fact, to endure. 
Complaints of this nature having reached the 
Memorialists from all sides, the Captains 
General of the four Leagues were sent for 
to hold a couference on the matter, which 
took place on the 19th of September. 
The requests which they submitted, as 
the result of this conference, fur the aboli- 
tion of certain duties and the diminution of 
others are still under the consideration of 
the Memorialists, but there is one reguest 
which the Memorialists cousider it advis- 
able to bring at once to Lis Majesty’s 
notice, 

The Captains General state that under 
the old regime the military postal service 
was comfined to maintaining communica- 
tions with the north ; but when the rebel- 
lion broke out in the west, and the western 
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route to Ili and the New Dominion 
became interrupted, His Majesty was 


applied to for permission for all service 
connected with military matters and so 
forth, to pass over the military post roads. 
This was followed in 1876 by an announce- 
ment from the Governor of Ili that the 
supplies of treaaure from the Board must 
pass over the same route, and, sub- 
sequently, the Assistant Governor at Tar- 
bayat‘ai applied for and obtained permission 
to make use of this route for all the trans- 
port he had to arrange for. Add to the 
above numbers of miscellaneous services 
the postal authorities were called upon to 
perform, and the total made a considerable 
addition to the work that thie service was 
orivinally intended to carry out. So much 
so, that of late years the pecuniary loss 
and hardship to which the officials whose 
duty 16 is to supply transport have been 


.put to has been more than they cau stand, 


while the successive seasons of drought that 
have more recently been encountered have 
killed off the camels and horses to a 
yrievous extent, 

The Captains-General accordingly pray 
that the additions to their obligations which 
have been made of late years by making 
the northern road the means of communi- 
cation with Ili and Tarbagatai m»y be 
removed, and ‘the communications with 
the latter place may once more be carried 
on by way of the Chia-yii Pass. 

The Memorialists are able to endorse 
the statements of the Captains-General, 
and after careful consideration they are of 
Opinion that their application should be 
sanctioned. They propose in future, there- 
fore, to limit the communications with Ili 
and Tarbagatai to the conveyance of me- 
morials; all military supplies, treasure, 
etc. being in future conveyed thither, as 
in former days, by way of the Chia-yii 
Pass. ‘This will lessen the strain on the 
military postal system and enable sole 
attention to be given to the northern route, 
which is the regular service this system was 
called upon to perform, thus expediting 
materially the conveyance of Memorials 
and reports along that line of route. 

The Kalka tribes with their twenty 
stations being under the jurisdiction of 
Uliasut‘ai, and the Kh‘orchin postal service 
being under the control of the Ch‘ahar 
jurisdiction, the Governor of that region 
was asked to join in a Memorial to the 
Throne in the above sense, when he stated 
in reply that the burden under which the 
postal administration was now suffering was 
due to the compulsory and gratuitous 
service to the north-western cities which 
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had had lately to be furnished, coupled with 
the droughts which had occurred during 
recent years. He agreed with the Memori- 
alista that the burden. must be lightened, 
and authorised the Memorialists tu append 
his name to the present application.— Re- 
script : The request is granted. 

April 1st.—(1) A joint Memorial from 
the Governor-General and Governor at 
Canton reporting that subscriptions have 
been raised privately fur the purchase of 
land and house property adjuining the 
examination enclosure, upon which it is 
proposed to pnt up one thousand more 
cells for the accommodation of candidates, 
At the triennial examinations for the 
degree of provincial graduates held at 
Canton, as many as twenty thousand com- 
petitors invariably present themselves, and 
us there are only some eleven thousand 
odd cells in the present enclosure some of 
the candidates find themselves Jeft vut, to 
their great hardship and mortification. 
Lhe present subscription has been set on 
foot by graduates and others interested in 
the question, and as the funds employed 
are private property, 1t is requested that, as 
allowed by precedent, no accounts be called 
for by the Board.— Granted by Rescript. 

(2) The Governor of Ili reports that he 
has expended the sum of Ts, 7,200 in putting 
up barracks and stables for the accommoda- 
tion of the officers and men quartered at 
the thirteen postal stations distributed 
through the Ili region from north to south, 
and the thirty-two k‘¢-lun, or military out- 
posts, which are placed along the fruntier. 

April 2nd.—(1) A Decree : The provinces 
of Fuhkien, Chekiany, Kuangtung, and 
Kuangsi are the ones in which military 
luspections should this year be held, and 
We command the following high officers to 
fulfil this duty :— 

Fuhkien, Yang Chang-chiin, 

Chékiang, Liu Ping-cnang. 

Kuangtung, Chang Chih-tung. 

Kuangsi, Li Ping-héog. 

April 3rd,.—({1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of a report from Ch‘ung Chi 
and Liao Shou-héng, the High Commis- 
sioners sent to Anhui to investigate cortain 
charges of corruption and mismanagement 
which was said by Chou Té jun, Secretary 
of the Grand Secretariat, to prevail through- 
out the likin collectorates generally in that 
Province ; also to examine into the truth 
vf specific imputationus made by the same 
officer upon the integrity of Jén Lan-shéng, 
‘Tao-t‘ai of the Fang, Ying, Liu, Ssii circuit, 
Lhe report of these officers is to the effect 
that the accounts of the Féng-yang Cus- 
toms and Huai-pei kin collectorate are in 
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proper order, and that the special charge 
against the'l'ao-t‘ai Jéu Lan-shén of employ- 
ing the services of unauthorised agents, 
with whom he is in collusion, for the prac- 
tice of irregularities such aa bribery and 
corruption, the levy of duties in excess of 
the tariff, and other illicit. means of gelf- 
eurichment, are none of them warranted 
hy facts, They find, however, that the said 
Tao-t‘ai did continue :to employ the ser- 
vices of a certain petty officer after the 
latter had’ been convicted of passing uuder 
an assumed name, for which act of irregu- 
larity the ‘'xo-t'ai ia committed to the Board 
for the determination of a penalty, = 

In another portion of their report the 
Commissioners draw attention to the work- 
ing expenses of the Féng-yang and Wa-hu 
Customs and the Huai-pei and Wan-nan 
likin collectorates, which they consider. ex- 
cessive. The Acting Governor of the pro- 
vince is accordingly directed to make a care- 
ful scrutiny of the expenditure of the es- 
tablishimentein question aud to effect reduc- 
tions and retrenchment in every possible 
particular, reporting the result to the 
Throne. Similar injunctions are laid upon 
the high authorities of other provinces, 
who are called upon to scrutinise the ex- 
pediture of the Customs station and likin 
collectorates in their respective jurisdic- 
tions, and to report to the Throne the. eco- 
nomies they find it possible to effect. 

(2) A Memorial from the Director-General 
of the Yellow River. The Memorialist:re- 
ceived recently a communication from the 
Bonrd of War informing him :that in re- 
spouse to a.Memorial from the Tsaung-li 
Yamén on the subject of economy in: state 
expenditure generally, the Board had sug- 
yeated to His Majesty in their apecial report 
on the reduction of military expenditure 
that enquiry should be made as to the 
economies 1t-was possible to effect in the 
river works and grain transport service, 
the conditions of which were nv. longer 
what they used to be. The suggestion. met 
with His Majesty’s approval, and the Board 
had to call upon the Memorialist for a. re- 
port on the subject, . 

Tie maiter wasaccordingly referred to the 
heads of the department uuder the Memo- 
rialist’s coutrol, viz: the two Taotais in 
charze of sections of the Yellow River and 
the ‘avtai in charge of grain transport, 
whose reports are iow to hand and are un- 
auimously opposed to any reductions of 
the working staff. In Honan, they say, 
there is a section of the Yellow River to be 
tnken charge of extending through seven 
sub-prefectures, along the whole length of 
which are important embankments which 
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require constant care and attentiou ; a task 
which is already too hard for the soldiers 
allotted for the duty. In Shantung there 
are over 1100 i of river to be looked 
after, for which duty the staff of 
soldiers is just enough. Of the ho piao, or 
military division under the Director Gen- 
eral, there are four battalious, to which 
is consigned a section of river works 
360 lt in length ; they have besides 
to expedite the passage of grain junks, 
attend to the transport of Government 
officers over their section, garrison the 
towns, escort prisoners and guard treasure, 
etc., etc., for which manifold duties they 
are all too few. 

While the Memorialist can testify to the 
truth of the above assertions he none the 
less feels it his duty to further the efforts 
at economy which are occupying His 
Majesty's constant attention at a time when 
maritime defence is a matter of pressing 
importance and funds are greatly needed. 
Economies in his adminiatration to the ex- 
tent of Tls, 100,000 per annum have al- 
ready been effected under His Majesty's 
commands, so that there is hardly any 
further reduction possible, but that some- 
thing may be effected in furtherance of His 
Majesty's wishes the Memorialist now pro- 
poses to reduce his ataff in the following 
proportions. 

The river troops under the command of 
the K‘ai, Kuei, Tao-t‘ai, numbering 641, 
will be reduced by 32 men, or five per 
cent, 

The river garrison under the Ho Pei 
Tao-t‘ai, numbering 719 men, will be re- 
duced by 72 men, or ten per cent. 

The garrison for the maintenance of the 
section of the Grand Canal under the com- 
mand of the Oanal Tao-t‘ai, which num- 
bers 400 men, will be reduced by 20 men 
or five per cent. : 

The four battalions under the Director- 
General numbering 613 men of whom 316 
are mounted, will be reduced by 80 
men which is five per cent. of the force, 
excluding the mounted men, who cannot be 
reduced. . 

The total reductions above enumerated 
come to 240 men, representing an annual 
saving of Tls. 3,300 odd, and they will be 
effected as vacancies occur which will not 
be filled up again. 

April 4th.—(1) A Decree: Pan ‘Ting- 
hsin reports the loss of Langson and the 
retreat of the Imperial troups to the frontier 
passes which they are holding, and spon- 
taneously prays that he may be coimmitted 
to the Board for the Punishment of his 


crime. He further begs that posthumous 
marks of compassion may be bestowed upon 
the officers who were killed in the repeated 
coiflicts which took place. 

In the 12th moon of last year the French 
troops advanced upon Langson and met 
with an energetic resistance from the 
Imperial troopa. A fierce battle was waged 
fur many days, but eventually being un- 
able to hold their ground the Imperial 
troops withdrew and Langson became un- 
tenable. 

P‘an Ting-hsin failed to make that dis- 
position of hia forces which he should have 
done, and by an earlier decrea We have 
already dismissed him. Here follows » 
liat of the posthumous honours allotted to 
the officers killed in the fight. The name 
of General Yang Yii-k‘é, late General of 
the Kacchow division in Kuangtung, heads 
the list. 


April d5th.—(1) A Memorial from Chin 
Shun, Governor of [li, submitting a return 
of the expenditure that has been incurred 
in building a wall round the town called 


Chan-té Ch‘éng (HE (53 Sh) in Ili, This 


wall, with its flanking towera and gun 
towers, etc., was finished on the 2lst of 
August, 1884, and cost altogether Tls. 
129,299, the expenses of the officers super- 
intending the work being Tls. 945. 


(2) In a Sub-Memorial the same officer 
reports that the sum of Tls. 17,616 in the 
erection of barracks for troops in the town 
called Kung-ch‘én Ch‘éng. 

April 6th.—A Decree; After the victories 
of the 23rd and 24th March by the Kuang- 
si troops outside the frontier several re- 
ports have been received from Chang Chih- 
tung and P‘an Ting-hsin announcing the 
assumption of the offensive by the army, 
who first recovered Wén-yuan Chou, and, 
following up this victory, pursued the 
enemy with slaughter, On the 29th of 
March Langson was captured and many of 
the foe were slain, arms innumerable being 
captured. The bravery and energy of the 
various divisions engaged is highly com- 
mendable, and We command that the 
following rewards be bestowed on the 
officers hereinafter mentioned : 

Upon Féng Tzt-lin, Commander-in-chief 
of Kuangsi, a white jade feather-tube, a 
white jade thumb-ring, a dagger with a 
handle of white jade, a flint aud steel, two 
large pouches and two amall pouches. 

Upen Wang Heiao-ch‘i, General of the 
Yu-chiang Division in Kuangsi, the same 
presents will be bestowed, with the excep- 
tion of the thumb-ring and the flint and 
steel, 
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We further command Su Yuan-oh‘un 
and Li Ping-héng to furnish Us with lists 
of the other officers who distinguished 
themselves, and await Our decree as to the 
bounty that is to be extended towards 
them. 

April 7th.—(L) A Memorial from Chin 
Shun, Governor of Ili, asking His Majesty’s 
permission for the withdrawal of an Oeldt 
Commandant of the forces who has been 
charged with levying a discount on the 
wages of workmen pasaing through his 
hands. 

The Memorialist has received a petition 
from the Chief Controller of the three Upper 
Bauners, and the Deputy Controllera of the 
tive Lower Banners of the Ili Oeléta and 
others to the effect that they were deputed 
in the early part of the year befure last to 
select a uumber of sturdy men to const uct 
the new wall of Hui-yuan Ch‘éng, and 
accordingly picked out two thousand 
Bome hundred men whom they brought 
to Hui-yuan Ch‘éng to work upon the wall. 
The whole of the wages from the com- 
mencement to the finish of the work passed 
through the hands of I-leng-o, Comman- 
daut of the town, who had not paid over 
in full the amounts due. 

Lhe Memorialist was much surprised on 
perusal of the petition, as all the wages for 
the tro thousand odd Mongols employed 
on the Hui-yiian Wall were paid over from 
time to time to the said Commandant, and 
the fact that he has not yet settled accounts 
with them seems to indicate a possibility 
of the fraudulent exaction of discount on 
his payments. It will be necessary there- 
fure to depute officers to investizate the 
matter thoroughly, but as I-leng-o is an 
Officer with the position of Commandant of 
the Forces, and all semblance of partiality 
or favouritism should be avuided in the in- 
Vestigation of the charges against him, the 
Memorialist would request that he may be 
removed from his post pending the prose- 
cution of the enquiry, the results of which 
will be faithfully reported to His Majesty. 
—The request is granted by a Resoript 
appended to the Memorial. 

(2) In a Sub-Memorial from Tséng Kuo- 
ch‘iian, Governor-General at Nanking, 
that high officer reports the resulta of the 
experimental taxation of salt bound for 
Szechuen, which measure recently re- 
ceived the Imperial sanction in view of 
the urgent necessity for funds, A branch 
tax station only was established ata place 
called Wan Hu ‘To (on the Yanystzse), 
the state of the current at this place not 
affording a safe enough anchorage for 
@ central station, which it was finally 


decided to place at I-ch‘ang, with subsidiary 
stations above and below, the arrangements 
made being similar to those prevailing in 
Hupei. The new impost commenced on 
the 1st of the 11th moon of last year, and 
during the past two months 28,700 odd 
strings of cash have been levied in taxes 
without the smallest trouble on the part of 
the mercantile classes or population, while 
the tax on Szechuen salt levied by Hupei 
is larger in amount than it was during the 
corresponding period last year. 

April 8th.—(1) Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Gov- 
ernor General at Foochow, recommends 
Liu Jui-ch‘i, Grain Commissioner, for the 
post of acting Judge of the province in 
place of P‘ei Yin-sén, the proper incum- 
bent, who is uow acting as Director of the 
Arsenal, 

(2) The same officer reports the receipt 
of a petition from a number of the gentry 
at Fuoochow to the effect that in a temple 
called the Tzi Ch‘ing Kung on Wu Shih 
Shan, which is erected to the honour of 
one Ko Ch‘ang Kéng, canonised as the 
pai chén jén, or the ‘* White Divine One,” 
whose ‘Taoist pseudonym is pat yu ch‘an 
or the '* White Jade Toad.” 

This individual was a native of Kiung- 
chow in Hainan, was born in the Sung 
dynasty, and was skilled in literature 
and the art of medicine. In the year 
1881 this saint was responsive in answer 
to prayer, and on application to His 
Majesty for the bestowal of a title upon 
him, he was invested by Imperial Decree 
with that of fw Yu Chén-jén, or the 
‘¢ Divine Aider.” Last year, a long drought 
prevailed in the Fuhkien province, and 
was attended with an epidemic; but after 
gatherings for prayer had taken place at 
the ‘I'zii Ching Kung a bountiful rain was 
vouchsafed, and prescriptions culled from 
the book of medicine known as the Chin 
Kuet, or Golden Repertory, were instru- 
mental in allaying the epidemic. That the 
merit of this timely aid was due to the 
saint in question was a fact that wae 
universally known to the women and chil- 
dren, and the petitioners felt it their duty 
to draw up a true statement of the circum- 
atances with a prayer that the Memorialist 
would crave from His Majesty the bestowal 
of a votive tablet upon the saint in ques- 
tion; together with an additional title and 
the eurelment of his name on the list of 
worthies to whose manes periodical sacri- 
fice is offered.—The prayer is granted by a 
Decree of March 8th. 

April 9th.—(1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of a report from the Acting. 
Governor General of the Hu Kuang pro- 
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vinces who was charged with the investiga- 
tion of certain accusations brought against 
the Acting Governor of Hunan by one of 
the Censors. The charges, which were to 
the effect that the Acting Guvernor made 
use of improper agents, screened irre- 
gularities, and took bribes, are one and all 
disproved, but it is found that by mistaken 
confidence in other people’s representa- 
tions he was induced to appoint a cashiered 
Taotai to the command of a number of 
irregulars troops. For this act of careless- 
neas he is to be handed over to the Buard 
for the determination of a penalty, 

(2) A Decree acknowledging a recom- 
mendation by the Governor-General of the 
officer in charge of the likin collectorate at 
Hankow, an expectant Sub-Prefect whose 
name is Wu Pao-ch‘ien. During the ad- 
ministration of this officer the revenue has 
largely increased, while he has gained the 
confidence and attachment of the people 
by his clean-handedness and conscieutious 
performance of hia duties. On the strength 
of this recommendation the officer in ques- 
tion ia to be promoted to the rank of Pre- 
fect as soon as ha has filled an appointment 
as Sub-Prefect. |. 

(3) A Sub-Memorial from Chin Shun, 
Governor of Ili, All the funds and other 
supplies that have beeu received by thie 
Memorialist’s army through tue Board, 
have been forwarded by the northern 
postal route, as being the most expeditions, 
and this route has been more and wore 
availed of as time went on. That the 
various high officers at the places alony the 
Jine of route should have succeeded in 
continuing to forward supplies with punc- 
tual regularity at a time when the postal 
services was greatly disorganised by the 
ravages of drought, does great credit to 
those high officers, and now that Ih 
has been restored (by Russia) and the 
whole region is in a settled state, the 
Memorialist. feels that he should no 
longer keep silence upon the subject of the 
services rendered by them, much as they 
may personally deprecate the solicitation 
of rewards for the patriotic and devoted 
service they have performed. The follow- 
ing officers indicated being all of the first 
or second rank, it ia not for Memorialist 
to suggest the special furm of reward by 
which their valuable services shvuld be 
recognised :— 

Shao Ch‘i, Military Governor of Ch‘ahar, 

Yung Té, Deputy Governor of Ch‘ahar, 

Fénug Shév, late General at Sui-yuan 
Ch‘éng, 

K‘uei Ying, Lieutenaut General at Kuei- 
hua Ch‘eng, 


Tn-ka-erh, Governor of Uliasut‘ai, 

Heng-ming-erh and Ch ‘i-lin-to-chi, Aasig- 
tant Governors of Uliasut‘ai, 

Ch‘ing An, Agent at K‘obdo, 

O-erh-ch'ing-o, Assistant Avent, 

By a Rescript appended to the Memorial 
the above officers are committed to the 
Board for the determination of rewards. 

April 10th.—(1) Pien Pao-ch‘tian, acting 
Governor-General of the Hu Kuang Peo- 
vinces, is ordered to resume his proper 
post as Governor of Hunan. Yii Lu, late 
Governor of Anhal, 1s ordered to succeed 
him in the acting appointment, and Wa 
Yiian-ping is appointed Governor of Anhui. 

April 11th.—(1) Hai Hsii, Superinten- 
dent of Customs at Canton, is confirmed 
iv the appointment for another period. 


(2) Sung Chiin (FA Ee) is appointed 
Director General of Grain Transport. 

(3) Kang Yi ([] 3%) is appointed Go- 
vernor of Shansi, | 

(4) Lu Fu-lin (REESE), Governor of 


Honan, is transferred to shensi, and Pien 


Pao-ch ‘iian GR) succeeds him in the 
former province. 

(5) 4 Memorial from Chien Hai, Lieu- 
tenant Governor of Jeh-hvh, praying that 
the Superintendency may be instructed to 
appoint a successor to the title and duties 
of Dziasak of the Eastern ‘I‘umed tribe, 
which is lapsing into a generally lax coudi- 
tion for want of an authorised head. 

Tle areas occupied by the various Mon- 
gol banuers or tiibes are very wide, aud 
the adminisiration of each tribe is s0 com- 
plex that the maintenance of order amongst 
them is by no means an easy task. The 
general temper and cliaracter of the Mon- 
vol tribes, have, moreover, become gradual- 
ly more vivlent and turbulent of late years, 
and they assemble in hordes on the slizht- 
est occasion fur the commission of rivtous 
and predatory acts, the strong tyraunising 
over the weak. Nothing but the adminis- 
tration of strict justice, and the exercise of 
a pacifying the Dzassak and their staff of 
subordinate officers will keep these pro- 
pensities under due repression, Ever 
since the death of Hastarnaka, Dzassak 
of the Easteru I‘umed tribe, sore six years 
ago, no one has ever succeeded him, and 
the Administrators who act as assistants 
to the Dzassak have not performed their 
duties very ably, with the result that the 
members of the tribe are continually guilty 
of acis of insubordination and .bring im- 
proper pressiire to bear upon their superiors 
in every possible way. Again, in the 
years 1861 and 1864, this tribe got into 
trouble by organising an illicit society 
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which proceeded to the commission of 
seditious acts. ‘I'his led to the appointment 
of an Imperial Commission of Euquiry 
on more than one occasion, and the Com- 
missioners, after a thorough investigation, 
drew up a code of rules for the observance 
of the tribe in perpetuity ; but the Memo- 
rialist hears that the tribes are lapsing.into 
their old ways, and when public service is 
required of them which itis their duty to 
perform they deliberately ignore and in- 
fringe the rales above referred to, resisting 
authority hy gatherings of a threatening 
nature. When legal cases arise and any of 
their number are required as witiesses, ib 
is no infrequent thing for thei to assault 
the officers serving the summons, to rescue 
prisoners from the hauds of the police, aud 
to put off obedience to an official call just 
as it seems to them good, 

This state of things is wholly attributable 
to the fact that the tribe possessea no pro- 
perly constituted head, and the Memorialist 
would humbly pray His Majesty to direct 
the Mongolian Superinteudency to lose no 
time in discovering the rightful heir to the 
title of Dzassak and appointing him forth- 
with to the post.. 

Granted by Decree earlier issued. 


April 12th.—The Governor of the Metro- 
politan Prefecture reports a fall of rain in 
Peking to the extent of two inches and 
upwards of saturation. 


(1) The followivg appointments are an- 
nounced :— 


K‘uei Pin )4EM), Financial Commis- 
sioner of Chihli, | 

Kao Chfung-chi (je #226), Financial 
Commissioner Shansi. 

Sh‘én Jung-ching (GRRE) Financial 
Cominissioner of Yuunaun. 

(2) A Sub-Memorial from the Governor- 
General of Shensi and Kansu. At about 
the hour of midnight on the 15th of 
January different places in the sub-prefec- 
ture of Chfin Chou in Kansu were visited 
Simultaneously by shocks of earthquake, 
the shocks extending from Lung Chou and 
Féug-hsiang, Mei Hsien, and the Hu Hsien 
eastward of Ch‘ing-shui Hsien to Lan-t‘ien 

‘sien, where they ceased. In a southerly 
direction the vibrations were felt from 
Chieh Chou and Wén Hsien to Han-chung 

vin Shensi. 

Reports from the various districts were 
Unanimous in the statement that in the 
Commencement the sounds appeared to 
come from the north-east, the window 
frames vibrating with the motion which 
lasted but a moment, so slight was it, in 
fact, that there were some who did not 


even perceive it, and no one, fortunately, 
was hurt, In the villages of Ta-yu Li, 
Po-hu Tien and others in the southern 
part of the Ch‘in Chou sub-prefecture, 
however, the sounds were very loud, and 
the vibrations lasted a lony time over an 
area of some hundred lt in circumference, 
The shocks were comparatively light at 
Pting-ch‘uan, but much heavier at Shan-fu, 
where it is reckoned that over a thousand 
chien of houses have fallen down, some 
eighty and more people having beencrushed 
in the ruins. 

Upon receipt of this melancholy news 
the Memorialist promptly directed the 
Taotai of the circuit to ascertain the extent 
of the injury done and to take proper 
measures fur the relief of the sufferers, 
In due course that officer reported that he 
had distributed some 250 piculs of grain 
from the public store amongst the more 
needy sufferers numbering in all over 380 
families or over a thousand individuals. 
Most of the houses destroyed, he added, 
were straw or reed erections, the wooden 
structures remaining standing, A certain 
number of cash per chien waa given 
for expenses of reconstruction or repair, 
aud the total amount thus paid out was 
some six hundred and more strings of cash. 
He concluded his report with the assurance 
that there was no excitement amongst the 
people, aud that the disaster would not 
result in a migration of refugees. 

In commenting upon the above report 
the Memorialist remarks that for the last 
five years, there have been slight vibra- 
tions of the earth annually in one or two 
places in Chieh Chou and Ch‘in Chou 
in the Kansu province, but the shocks 
have been momentary, and the people 
have become so accustumed to them that 
they look upon them as a matter of ordiu- 
ary occurrence, or sometimes do not even 
notica them at all. The last two years 
have been comparatively free from seismic 
indications, and this year the popula- 
tion of the southern portion of Ch‘in 
Chou have alone been sufferers to any 
extent. ‘The Taotai of the District in- 
forms the Memorialist that when he 
was residing in the villages during the 
progress of his investigations, there were 
iudications of a movement of the earth 
every night during the 4th watch, but 
these ceased after a heavy fall of snow in 
the latter part of the month. 

The Memorialist attributes the cause 
of the earthquake to the mildness of the 
winter, which caused an excess of the yang, 
or male element of nature, but it was due 
in a measure, also, to the perfunctory per- 





formance of their public dutiea by the local 
officials, who thereby failed to call down 
the harmonising influence of Heaven, and 
the Memorialist can only endeavour to 
remedy this fault by encouraging his sub- 
ordinates to cultivate habits of introspection 
and examination of their own shortcomings, 
himself setting the example.—A Rescript 
appended to the Memorial expresses His 
Majesty's sympathy for the sufferers, and 
ordera every efforts to be made fur the 
relief of their distress, 

April 13th.—(1) A Decree: China and 
France are now considering the renewal 
of friendly relations, and the Tientain 
Treaty is sanctioned, We therefore call 
upon the armies operating in various direc- 
tions to cease hostilities by an appointed 
date. We further command the Yiinnan 
and Kuangsi truops to withdraw to the 
neighbourhood of the frontier within the 
stated period agreed upon, 


(2) Sung Kun (3 52) is appointed Judge 


of Shanai, and Yi Yin-lin (FF RERE) Judge 
of Kuangtung. 


(3) In a Sub-Memorial the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang applies for per- 
miasion to hold the examination of Senior 
Licentiates for admission to the examina- 
tions for the degree of metropolitan 
graduate, at Tientsin, This examination, 
which is conducted by the Governor- 
General and Literary Chancellor conjointly, 
recurs once every twelve years, and should 
properly be held at Pao-ting Fu, but in 
1873 the Memorialist obtained permis- 
sion to summon the students to Tientsin. 
As hia duties will not allow him to re- 
turn to Pao-ting Fu, the Literary Chan- 
osllor has written to the Memorialist 
proposing that this examination, which 
comea on this year, shall be held, as on 
the previous occasion, at Tientsin.—Re- 
script: We have taken cognisance. 

(4) The same officer requests thata certain 
chang ching, or military secretary, on duty 
at the Hui Ling, or mausoleum of the late 
Evoperor, may be cashiered with a view to 
standing his trial on a charge of murder. 
The mother of a grass-cutter employed in 
the grounds of the mausoleum charges the 
seoretary with having killed her son with 
kuife because of s bracelet which the secre- 
tary had borrowed for a special occasion. 
—Grauted by Reacript. 


April 14th.—(1) A Memerial from the 
Director General of Grain ‘Transport re- 
questing His Majesty’s sanction to an 
arranyement under which the captains and 
lieutenante in charge of transport stationa 
along the Grand Canal may be subjected 


ov 
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to an examination every six months by the 
Grain Commissary aud Prefect of their 
district. 

These captains in charge of transport 
stations, though nominally military officers, 
have civil duties to perform which resemble 
in the main those of Department and Dis- 
trict. Magistrates, and the lieutenants 
who are more chiefly cmcerned in the 
expedition of the transport of grain 
have also duties of a complicated and 
responsible nature, They are distributed 
over a long stretch of country, aud are 
beyond the reach of the Director-General’s 
personal supervision, while those appointed 
by the Board are unknown to him by 
sight, and much less by character. A 
periodical examination of these officers was 
instituted some years ago and had, at the 
outset, a very beneficial effect, but as it 
lacked the weight of Imperial sanction it 
soon fell into disuse. 

The Memorialist now proposes to re- 
institute a ayatem of six-monthly examiua- 
tions with the sanction of the Throne, 
of all captains and lieutenants of trans- 
port-stations, whether holding substantive 
or acting appointments, who will be 
required to obtain from the Grain In- 
tendant and their Prefect or Sub-prefect a 
certificate of competency. Upon first 
joining the service they will undergo a 
probationary service of one year, at the 
end of which time they will be required to 
write their own lt li, or account of their 
antecedents, avd show themselvea pro- 
ficient in the use of the bow and arrow, 
and in musketry and artillery drill, 
Should they satisfy their examiners, ap- 
plication will be made to the Throne for 
their definite appointment to the service, 
and they will be eligible for vacancies as 
these ocour.—Referred to the Board of 
War. 

(2) The Acting Governor-General of the 
Hu Kuang Provinces report the trial of a 
woman who, in a atruggle with her hus- 
band’s father when attempting to rape her, 


wounded him with a knife, inflicting in- 


juries of which he died. 

The law lays down that a wife who kills 
her father-in-law in a struggle shall be put 
to death by the slow and painful process. 
The law further lays down that in the case 
of a wife who kills her father-in-law in a 
struggle to prevent herself from being 
raped by the latter, if it be distinctly 
proved that the humicide was cauxed by 
the agitation of the moment when attempt- 
iny to resist violation, the Board of Punish- 
ments shall be appealed to to consider whe- 
ther the senlence may be commuted to 
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decapitation after the usual period of in- 
carceration, in accordance with the preced- 
ent afforded in the case of a woman called 
Lin, née Hsieh, 

Iu submitting the report of this case to 
His Majesty the Memorialist begs to state 
that copies of the depositions have been 
Bent to the Board of Punishments. Re- 
ferred by Rescript to the Board. 

April 15:h.—(1) The following appoint- 
Menta are announced : 

Tao-t‘ai of the Féng, Ying, Lin, Ssii 
Circuit, Anhui, Kao Wan-p ‘dng (eb a Ha). 

Grain Tao-t‘ai of Kiangsi, Ting Haiang 
CE RE) Tao-t‘ai of the Ching, I, Shih, 


Circuit, Hupei, Hsiao Shao (fe ih). 
Prefect of Lien-chow Fu, Kuangtung, 


Ho Shan (#8 yy). 


(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
that in obedience to a call from the Buard 
of Revenue he lias ascertained the amount 
of tribute rice due upon last year's harvests 
that has thia year to be sent from that 
Province to Peking. ‘The total is piculs 
184,509, after allowing for all deductions 
fur taxes remitted or grain kept back for 
local charitable distribution. 

April 16th.—A Sab-Memorinl from the 
Governor General of the Hu Kuang Pro- 
vinces. Sume time since, the Board of 
Revenue wrote to say that they had 
furnished His Majesty with a report on 
the general scheme fur the improvement 
of the revenue, accompanied by a Memoran- 
dum in twelve articles, to the second of 
which His attention was directed. In this 
article it was stated that the Governor 
General at Nanking had proposed that 
salt consumed iu Szechuen should be taxed 
threa cash per catty fur the benefit of the 
Liang Kiang, which suggestion the Mem- 
Orialiat had met by a counter proposal that 
Only one cash extra per catty should be 
Imposed in addition to the present likin of 
two cash, and that half this tax should yo 
to Nanking and the other half to Hupei. 

Tu consequence of the proposal of the 

overnor General at Nankiug to establish 
&@ tax atation at the Wan-hu T‘o for the 
levy of this three cash per catty, the Memo- 
rlalist requested that he might be directed 
to abandon the acheme in consideration of 
an allowance of one and a half cash per 
catty on Szechuen salt, or, balf the dkin 
be collected upon it. This suggeation the 

oard were commanded by lis Majeaty to 
take cognisance of, and the Memorialist 
Was in the act of piving effect to the 
arrangement of which His Majesty had 
thus signified His approval when the Board 
vf Revenue wrote once more tuo say that 
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the Governor-General at Nanking had again 
addressed His Majesty on this subject, 
pointing out that there was no practical 
objection to the extra taxation of Szechuen 
salt, and that he still proposed to establish 
a station at Wan-hu To with a view to the 
experimental levy of the tax. To this pro- 
position, the Board stated, His Majeaty had 
given consent, and their letter was followed 
by the appearance of an agent of the 
Governor-General at Nanking in the per- 
son of a Taotai called Huang, who had 
been deputed to establish a station in 
Hupei for the experimental taxation of 
Szechuen salt. The arrangement, there- 
fore, proposed by the Memorialist will not 
now be carried ont. (See Gazettes of Jan, 
14th and April 7th.) 

April 17th.—(1) A Sub-Memorial from 
the Governor of Feng-t‘ien and hia col- 
he Memorialists are in receipt of 
an application from the Acting Tao-t‘ai 
of the Hastern Circuit to the following 
effect :— 

The country embraced in the Eastern 
Circuit adjoins the Corean frontier, and 
the administration of frontier Customs 
matters requires the exercise of the atrictest 
vigilance in order to prevent the defrand- 
ing of the revenue and to ensure its yradual 
jucrease. A careful consideration of the 
requirements of the case, based upon the 
persoual observation of the acting Super- 
iutendent, (the writer) and his predecessors 
in office, has led them to establish the 
following subsidiary checking atationa 
outside the main atation at Chiu-lien 


Ch éng (FUSE IR) : 


“Iu the immediate vicinity, Ch ‘ang-t‘ien 
(BJ) Ho-k ‘ou (7 J) Sha Ho-tei (wD 
inj f°) and San-tao-lang-t'ou (=/A RD 


culmmmanding the principal highways, 
**'These again are flanked by two more 
Blalluns at a somewhat further distance 
from Chiu-lien Ci‘éng, one being placed 
at Ku Shan (¥ lt) and another at Chuang 


Ho (HE iy) ou the banks of the river, 


** Tuese stations, at which goods are only 
inspected, not taxed, prevent any attempt 
to evade the main station by the adoption 
of circuitous routes, and the result of their 
establishment has been that during the 
last year nore than ten times the amount 
has been collected than that at which the 
Customs used tu be assessed, 

‘* The grant originally applied for for the 
maintenance of the Chung-chiang Custome 
was l'ls. 200 a month, but this was doubt- 
less intended to provide for one eatablish- 
ment ouly, and agit is not enough to mevt 
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the expenditure, the Acting ‘Taotai would 
suggest that the Chung-chiang Customs be 
placed on the same foutiug as the salt likin 
cuollectorate of Féng-t‘ien, eighty per cent of 
the revenue being paid into the Exchequer 
aud twenty per cent being retained fur 
expenses of collection. The total collection 
of frontier dues for the period under review 
was T'ls, 40 377, twenty per cent of which, 
viz: Tis. 8,075, he bezged permission to 
keep back in pnymout of working ex- 
penses.”’ 

In supporting the above application the 
Memorialists draw attention to the fact 
that the dues from the Corean frontier trade 
used to amount annually to Tls. 3,300 odd, 
but since the collection of these dues has 
been placed in the hands of the Intendant 
of the Eastern frontier circuit, the total 
collection in thirteen months has amounted 
to 'I'ls. 44,000 odd, or more than teu times 
what it used to be. 

Referred to the Buard of Ravenue for 
consideration. 


(2) A Memorial froin Sé-léng-o, Im- 
perial Residentin Thibet, and his colleague 
the Assistant Resident, . The Meimorialists 
have already announced the immediate 
departure of the Senior Memorialist for 
Ulterior Thibet in order to superintend the 
distribution of tea etc., and the recitation 
of litanies for the soul of Her departed 
Majesty the late Empress Dowager. 

This Memorial was despatched on the 
10th of January, and the Senior Memo- 
rialist then forthwith set out on his 
journey, travelling by forced marches in 
view of the fact that the day fur closing 
the seals at the new year was near at hand, 
He reached Ulterior Thibet on the 17th of 
January and paid a visit to Tashilumbo, 
or the ‘Sacred Mountain of Blessings,” 
where he prostrated himself before the 
Imperial Portrait that ia deposited there. 
He then proceeded to read aloud the 
Imperial Mandate to confer the gifts bes- 
towed by His Majesty, and to distribute 
donations of mouey, tea, and hata. 


The Nomen Han and Dzassak Lama, who 
has the chief control of affairs at Tashii- 
Jumbo, received His Majesty’s Mandate as 
he knelt upon lis knees; and then, turning 
his face in the direction of the Imperiat 
abode, he beat his head upon the ground in 
grateful recognition of His Majesty’s boun- 
tevius liberality to the Pan Shen Erdeni La- 
ma, or joint Pontiff of Thibet, for whom the 
Dzussak Lama acted vicariously. ‘he dis- 
tribution of tea as a posthumous good deed 
amongst the various temples at Tashiluinbo 
was then proceeded with im the manner 
prescribed by regulation, and litanies were 
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recited, the Senior Memorialist respectfully 
superintending these and all other atten- 
daut functions in person. The ceremony 
concluded, he left on hia return journey, 
reaching Anterior Thibet on the 30th of 
January. He touk note of the condition of 
the country along the line of route, and 
found that although the late harvests were 
not altogether plentiful the winter snow 
had fallen in due season, and tranquillity 
prevailed amongst the barbarian population, 

The Memorialists will forward to His 
Majesty, upon their receipt, the Letters of 
Thanks which should be preseuted from 
Anterior and Ulterior Thibet, together 
with the hata or silk haudkerchiefs, and 
images of Buddha which should accompany 
then. 

(3) A Sub-Memorial from 
ofticers. 

It is an institution provided by law that 
the King of the Ghorkas (Nepatese) should 
send # tribute mission every five years to 
Peking at the head of which is au officer 
with the rank of ko chi (Nps 52). 


In the 3rd year of the reign Kuang Haii 
(1877) the usual tribute mission was sent, 
and in the 8th year of Kuang Haii the 
period again came round for the despatch 
of a tribute mission, but the Mongolian 
Superiutendeucy wrote to say that a Decree 
was received on the J2th of May, 1881, 
to the effect that in view of the deccase of 
Her Majesty the Empress Dowager Tz ti 
An the proposed missions for the presenta- 


tion of the tan shu k‘o (FP = Fs) or con- 


gratulatory offerings, under the P‘a-k‘o- 
pa-la Hutuki‘u abbot at Chamdo, together 
with those from the Mahomedan Bexs and 
tribal chieftains, and the Ghorkas, should 
be puatponed for twenty-seven months, 
each tribute mission being sent forward 
after that date as the due time for its 
despatch came round, 

Copies of this Imperial Decree, trans- 
scribed with due reverelice, were thereupon 
communicated to all the persons interested, 
A petition has now been received from 
Pi-jé-t*i-pi-pi-ko-érh-ma-shéng-hsieh-jé-ko- 
pa-lia-tu-jé-sa-lia, King of the Ghorkas 
(or Nepalese), who bears the title of Erdeni, 
or *¢ Previous Oue,” to the effect that the 
period of twenty seven months has now 
expired, and as the presentation of the 
tribute due for the 8h year of the reign 
Kuang Haiti (1882), is au important duty, 
he, the King, cannot venture tv postpone 
its fulfilment for auy leugth of time. He 
therefore solicits instructions as to whether 
or ny he is to present offerings of tribute, 
that he may give effect to the commands 
that may be laid upen him, 


the same 
v 
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-The Memorialists have perused a trana- 
lation of the King’s petition, and find that 
it ig couched in respectful and subinissive 
anguage, aud that his professions have 
the appearance of sincerity ; but as they 
calnot venture to take upon themselves to 
decide whether or no the King should be 
permitted to present offeriugs of tribute, 
they humbly solicit the commands of Her 

Tajesty the Empresas Dowager and His 
Majesty the Emperor upon the subject. 


Reacript; Let him be allowed to present 
8 offerings. 

April 18th.—(1) A Decree inflicting 
Penalties of dismissal or reduction of rank 
upon a number of officers denuvunced by 
the Governor-General at Cautou for not 
coming up to a proper standard of official 
probity, Amongst the offences to which the 
Governor-General calla attention is thst of 
Bending in false piece lists of articles pur- 
chased for the use of the Canton Arsenal 
by Wéu Tzii-shao, the Superintendent, 
and of having more artisans on his bouks 
than he actually employed. Wén ‘Tzi-shao 
ia to be forthwith cashiered and called 
upon to make good the amounts of the 
frauds he has perpetrated. Other ofticers 
are degraded to a lower position for draw- 
ing pay for troops in excess of the number 
they actually had upon their lists, and are 
called upon to refund. Another officer, a 
probationary magistrate who has been 
guilty of misapplying public moueys aud 
of seuding in false accounts of expenditure, 
is let off with temporary daprivation of 
rank until his defalcations are made good 
in consequence of previvus good service, 
Expectaut Briyude General Chang Tien- 
hsiung, who seut in false returns of the 
steamships’ crews under his control, is 
reduced to the rank of Lieutenant Colunel. 
uxpectant Brigade General Chang Chih-ao, 
Who levied discounts on the amount granted 
for the repairs of steam vessels, is to be 
forthwith cashiered, but retained for service 
With the Kuangsi troops. 


(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shantung reporting the steps he has taken 
(oO Prepare the Grand Canal for the passage 
of the Chékiany and Kiangau tribute rice, 
Which ic has been determined to pend by 
the Canal route as in former times. 


Last year, the Governor-General at Nan- 
king having decided that over 100,000 
Piculs of Kiangsu and Chékiang tribute 
rice should he sent forward by the Grand 
Canal, the Memorialist set ofticera to work 
to examine the clanvel with a view to 
computing the cost of dredging the bed in 
places where it had silted up. Meanwhile 
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the Governor-General wrote to say that it 
liad after all been determined to continue 
to send the grain forward by the sea-route 
in foreigu steamers aud native junks, and 
orders were given accordingly to slop the 
extra work, thus saving an expenditure of 
Tis. 7,100. Subsequently, the Governor of 
Kiangsu wrote to the Memorialist telling 
him that as the sea route was obstruéted, 
le proposed to send the ‘ white rice’! by 
canal, and wanted to know whether the 
Memorialist could undertake to pass for- 
ward over 100,000 piculs of Kiangsu 
tribute rice in addition to the white rice, 

Under these circumstances it will be 
necessary to deepen and clear the various 
sections of the Canal to meet this increased 
traffic in the manner earlier reported, The 
southern section of the Canal below the 
Yellow River has been cleared, and as there 
is a supply of water to feed it, obstructions 
in the channel are not likely to be met 
with. At T'ao-ch‘eng, however, where 
the Canal Joins the Yallow River, entrance 
can only be gained when the water is high, 
and in past years the 500 odd junks of 
which the Kiang-pd grain fleet is com- 
posed have been detained again and again 
waiting for a freshet. With a fleet several 
times as large as in ordinary yeara the 
arrangements for the conveyance of the 
grain, which will amount to over 200,000 
piculs, must necessarily be more compre- 
hensive, and the Memorialist has decided 
to place these arrangement in the hands of 
Ch'éng Shéug-wu, prefect of Tung-ch‘ang 
Fu, who has had considerable previous. 
experience and whose efforts in this direc- 
tion have hitherto been attended with suc- 
cess. ‘This officer reports that the condi- 
tion of the Yellow River is extremely 
variable, and if the water should fall as the 
junks are passing from the river into the 
Canal, the latter is perfectly certain to silt 
up ; so that a fund of Tls. 3,000 should be 
prepared to meet the expenses of dredging 
at this point. -He adds that the silting up 
of the canal is the growth of years, and the 
aunual dredging operationa do no more 
than clear away the principal obstructions, 
so that the annual estimates allowed for 
this purpose will now have to be increased 
in order to carry out the additional work 
which will be entailed by the use of the 
Canal for the transport of so large a quan- 
tity of grain. He considers that the addi- 
tional amount required will be T'ls, 12,000, 
aud the Memorialist being of opinion that 
the estimate is a correct one proposes to 
allot him this amount from the provincial 
‘Treasury.—Rescript : The Board of Re- 
vente will tuke cognisaice. 
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April 19th.—(1) Chéng ‘Taao-ju, Chinese 
Minister to the United States, is appointed 
Director of the Imperial Banqueting Court. . 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from the Ouurt of Censors, 
who atate that certain gentry from the 
Wu-i District in Chihli complain that an 
enquiry which the Governor-General Li 
was recently ordered to make into the 
trath of certain charges against the autho- 
rities was frustrated by the authorities. 
The people of the District having charged 
the authorities at the Court of Censors 
with refraining to report the districts as 
suffering from failure of harvesta and levy- 
ing land-tax in excess of the proper amount 
under circumstances of great cruelty, the 
Governor-General was ordered to cause an 
enquiry to be held. Iu due course he 
reported that the prefect whom he had 
deputed to investigate the charges had 
found them to be without foundation. A 
remoustrance has now been made by cer- 
tain of the people, who declare that the 
prefect was mis-directed by the sub-pre- 
fect and that his report was untrue, 

A further enquiry is now ordered to be 
held by the Governor-General in person, 
who is called upon to summon all the 
parties before him and go in the matter 
thoroughly, 

April 20.—No documents of importance. 

April 21st.—(Court Ciroular.) Audience 
was this day given to the members of the 
Tsungli Yamén. 

There are no documents of importance 
in this day’s igsue. 

April 22ud.—(1) A joint Memorial from 
the Governor-General and Governor of 
Yiinnan stating, in reply to an Imperial 
Decree calling for a report on the subject, 
that it is quite impossible to dispense with 
the very moderate allowance granted for 
salt preventive purposes in that province. 

They find, on reference to the Salt Inten- 
dant and Financial Commissioner, that 
under the old regulations an allowance of 
Tls. 3,159 was granted for preventive pur- 
poses frum the funds allowed for working 
the salt wells. The rebellion put a stop to 
the salt production for some years, aud it 
was uot until 1874 that the industry was 
again experimentally revived un-ter official 
management. The regular salt ride had 
heen so long in abeyance that smugyling 
was rife, and the firat thing to be done 
was to put this down, As, huwever, there 
was no fund for working expenses from 
which to draw the old preventive allowance, 
this waa reduced bytwenty per cent., and the 
annual grant ia now only ‘Ts, 2,527. This 
aii is all too amall, say the Suit Lutendant 


and Oommissioner, for the purpose, as the 
Yiinnan area is invaded with contrabaud 
salt on the north and east from Szechuen, 
and on the south from Kuangsi and Ton- 
quln, 

In endorsing the report of the Salt 
Tutendant the Memorialists forestall de- 
mauds for retrenchment in other branchea 
of provincial expenditure by stating that 
Yiinnan is the pooreat province in the 
empire, and they can find no item of local 
expenditure which can be postponed or 
diverted to the more pressing matter of 
military requirements. 

(2) The Governor of Kiangsu reports the 
murder of a father by his son at Shanghai 
aud the execution of the latter by the slow 
aud painful process, The following is the 
atury of the case ; 

Chin A-érh, a native of Shanghai, was 
employed in a bean-curd shop in the 
Shanghaicity ; but being subject to fits he 
gave up his employment last autumu aud 
went to his father’a house, bringing with 
him hia wages amounting to 1,800 cash. 
His father asked him for hia money, but 
Chin A érh would ouly give him 300 cash. 
The father objected to being put off with 
so small an amount, and used a good deal 
of bad language to hia son, but the latter 
answered him never a word and took the 
abuse in sileuce, 

lwo days luter Chin A-érh, having had 
a return of his fits, was lying upon the bed 
ll @ semMi-unconscivus state, when his father 
aguin demanded money from him to buy 
wine with, A-érh took no notice of the 
demand, whereupon his father dragged 
him off the bed and proceeded to belabour 
him with the wooden roller of aloom. A- 
érh in a moment of forgetfulness of his 
duty as a son snatched the roller away and 
hit his father with it, causing injuries of 
which he died two days later, The mother, 
who depended upun her son A-érh for aup- 
port, as her only other son was blind of one 
eye and could do nothing for a living, con- 
cealed the fact of her husband’s death at 
the hands of his own son from the authori- 
ties, aa did also the one-eyed sun, and the 
coffiu containing the body was placed on 
the ground im an open space in the 
country, a8 is usual in those parts. The 
story, luwever, came to the ears of the 
Acting Shanghal Mayistrate, who caused 
the parricide to be arrested aud pl.ced 
ou his trial, when the above facts were 
confessed to by the prisoner. In accord- 
ance wilh the law ygover.ing such cases, 
the prisoner las been sumimarily put to 
death by the slow and painful process, 
and the one-eyed sun who did not report 
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his father’s murder has been sentenced to 
receive one hundred blows of the heavy 
bambao and to be banished to a distance of 
3,000 lz. The mother has been sentenced 
to receive one hundred blows with the 
heavy bamboo and to be banished for three 
years, but, being a woman, ale will 
commute* her sentence by a monetary 
payment, the money, when obtained, being 
placed to the public account, 


April 23rd.—The acting Governor of 
Shansit reports the abandonment of a 
achemea for the taxation of salt in certain 
parta of the province which had been 
initiated by Chang Chih-tung, the late 
Governor, This officer, as reported to 
His Majesty at the time, determined to 
inseue experimentally salt permits fur the 
sale of salt in eleven districts of the pre- 
fectures of T‘ai-yuan Fu and Fén-chow Fu. 
A year having now elapsed since the per- 
inits were issued, the results of the experi- 
ment can be judged of. The 100 yin of 
salt that were imported under the permits 
have, it is true, been suld, but a balance of 
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expenditure and receipts shows a loss on — 


capital expended of Tls, 3,290. 

The failure of the scheme is tobe ac- 
couuted for by the fact that in Yang-ch ‘i 
and other districts in the prefectures in 
question native salt is produced which is 
cheap, and to the use of which the people 
are accustomed, many of them being engaged 
in its preparation. The Lu-an salt whioh 
has now been introduced has to be carried 
some 1,000 /2 to its destination, thus rais- 
ing the price to a figure which makes it so 
much dearer than local ealt that the people 
Will not take it. Although, therefure, 
measures have been taken by which the 
experimental importation of salt haa been 
disposed of, the pecuniary loss by which 
this result has been attained shows that the 
©xperiment is a failure, 

_ April 24th.—(1) Li Usi-lien (tai) 
8 appointed ‘T'avtai at Kiukiang. 

(2) The whole of thia day’s Gazette is 
Occupied with a Memoriel from Chou Té- 
Jun, a Secretary of the Grand Secretariat, 
denouncing in the strongest terms the 
Taotai Superintendeut of the Féng-yang 
Customs in Anhui. 

He introduces his subject by the general 
assertion that the likin tax is one of the chief 
8uurces of revenue, but tliat of late year, 
half of what is collected goes into the 
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* Note.—In the Penal Code of the Ta Ch'ing Dynasty, 
the money commutatiou fur the above penalty in -the 
Case of women and aged or sick peraons is only three 
tael-mace. In othor cases the commutation varies trom 
Tia, 50 to Tis. 1,200 for ordinary ‘udividuals, and, for 
Officials, from Ts, 600 to T'ls, 12,0.0. 
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pockets of the collectors, whereby some 
ten millions of taela are annually lost 
to the Government. Proceeding then to 
particulars, he describes Anhui as the 
province most notorious for conceptions 
and Y6n Lan-shéng, Superintendent of the 
Féng-yany Customs, a post he has held for 
several years, as the arch offender in the 
frauds that are perpetrated. It is im- 
possible to follow him through his lengthy 
indictmeut, which occupies many pages, 
but the following are a few of the principal 
chargea the Memorialist brings forward. 

The Superintendent is stated to levy 
through the crowd of corrupt agents that 
he employs an extra charge of several 
hundred cash upon each tuel of duty that 
is paid, and a proportionate sum when the 
duty ta paid in dollars, the surplus charge 
being the Superintendent’s perquisite. 

Again, a discount of two per cent. is 
charged on all payments made by branch 
collectorates to the Oentral Office, which 
diacount the former have to make good. 
Every boat that passes the Customs is 
charged a tael or several hundred cash 
according to ita size fora duty stamp, while 
the rascality that takes place in the cooking 
of returns, none of which show what has 
actually been received, is more than the 
pen can describe. All tue employés are 
creatures of the Superintendent, many of 
them his kinsfolk serving under fictitious 
names, aud for transfers in the higher 
posta of the department he charges on 
each occasion a fee varying from 2,000 to 
1,000 taels, heads of departments paying a 
higher fee still. 

The Féug-yang Customs are assessed at 
Tle. 101,000 per annum, but all that is 
returned as collected is Tis. 40,000 or Tis. 
50,000, the real fact being that one hundred 
thousand and some myriads of taels are 
actually taken. 

There are properly speaking five collect- 
ing stations under the Féug-yang Customa, 
and teu inspecting stations, The regula- 
tions allow of no duty being levied ‘at the 
latter ;'and yet, as a matter of fact, the 
present Superintendent has established a 
number of charges which he calls Board of 
Reveuuse fees and other items, that cause 
an excessive collection, annually varying 
from Tis. 40,000 to Tls. 80,000. ‘he Board 
fees are already provided for out of the 
regular receipts, so this charge is uncalled 
for. 

So, again, with payments made from the 
Customs funds for various public works or 
other payments on public account. In- 
stauces are quoted in which actual payments 
are returued as several timea more than 
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the real amount ; Tle. 10,000, for instance, 
being returned as several tens of thousands, 
and one thousand as many times that 
amount, 

OF the officers in charge of the five col- 
lecting stations not a single one is the in- 
dividual whom he is represented to the 
Board to be, each one serving under the 
borrowed name and rank of an expectant 
official, 

In short, for every tael and a half that is 
collected the Board of Revenue get one 
mace, and ten times the amount reported 
goes into the pockets of the Superintendent 
and his rapacious following. 

The instant obliteration of this officer, 
and the institution of a strict enquiry by 
Imperial Commission, is urgently called 
for, the Superintendent and his following 
being made to disgorye their ill-gotten 
gains, and the whole system of collection 
thoroughly reorganised in such ‘wise that 
everything that is collected comes into the 
hands of the Government, If this system 
be extended to all other Customs establish- 
ments in the province the annual revenue 
from duties alone will amount to five hun- 
dred or six hundred thvusand taels, and 
a general reorganisation of the Customs 
establishments throughout the Empire 
would infallibly improve the financial con- 
dition of the Contral Government. Com- 
missions of Enquiry have, however, been 
characterised by such a apirit of par- 
tiality of late years, and the faults of 
offenders lave been so carefully screened, 
actual facts being conjured by the manipula- 
tion of the Commissivnors into non-existent 
occurrences, and grave matters abandoned 
for trifling side-issues, that unless a high 
officer of probity and unbending upright- 
ness be apecially appointed for the purpose 
the enquiry will not effect its object.—See 
Gazette of April 3rd. 

April 25th.—No documents of import- 
ance, _ 

April 26th.—(1) The following appoint- 
ments and transfers are announced ; 

Kung I-t‘u, Financial Commissioner of 
Kuangtung, is transferred to Hunan, and 
his place is taken by Lung Chi-yiin, Finan- 
cial Commissiouer of the latter province. 
Wén Hui (ABB) is appointed Senior 
Vice-President of the Board of Ceremonies 
and Kuei Héng (#1) Junior Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board vf Punishments. Sun 
Yii-tsé, Judge of Hunan, and Ju Shan, 
Judge of Szechuen, are ordered to Peking 
to await further employment. 

(2) The whole of this day’s issue ia 
occupied with a report, continued iu the 


issues of the 27th and 28th, of the High 
Commissionera Ch‘ung Cli‘i and Liao Shou- 
héng who were deputed to investiyate the 
charges brought against Jén Lan-shéng, 
Superintendent of the Féng-yang Customs 
in Anhut, and to enquire inio the general 
working of the Customs and likin admin- 
istration in that province. The report goes 
minu'ely into each charge, and describes 
the manner in which the Commissioners 
satished themselves that it was incorrect 
though the evidence in some ijustances 
appears to have been Jimited to the state- 
ments of interested parties, 

In connection with general state of taxa- 
tion in Anhui, the Memorialists give the 
following figures showing the annual re- 
venue and expenditure of the Wuehu 
native Customs. 

Tle. 

Regular duty collected sreeverereee 436,000 

Special collection for ‘ mamten- 

ANCE MONCH s.sseeesseseseereseee 18,000 
The Annual Expenditure for the mainuten- 
ance of the Customs is Tlsa, 27,000 which 
is drawn from the “ maintenance” money, 
the deficit being supplied from the regular 
collection. Upon each tael of regular duty 
collected there is, in addition, an extra. 
charge of one mace, or ten per cent. for 
what is called Kung Yu, or ‘* public 
extras,” the money being employed in 
contributing towards expenditure on 
public account. The whole amount annual- 
ly expended by the Waua-hu Customs 
amounts to about Tls. 46,000. 

The receipts of the likin collectorate in 
An-ch‘ing Fu are said by the Commission- 
ers to amount to about Tis. 345,000 a year. 
Of the above, about Tls. 257,000 are ex- 
pended after application to the Buard of 
Revenue and Tis. 58,000 or 59,000 are 
applied to local wai-Asia expenditure for 
which no sanction from Peking is required. 

The expenses of the central and branch 
collectorates for wages come to Tls. 26,000, 
a discount being levied of 26 cash per mil., 
which gives a total discount of about one 
thousand strings of cash. In other words 
there is a standing eapenditure for local 
purposes of 25 per cent of the receipts, 

The southern likin collectorates of An- 
hui bring in an annual revenue of 
161,000 strings of cash in addition to 
to a subsidy of Tls. 10,000 per annum paid 
over from the Chekiang salt receipts. 
Of these amounts Ts, 73,000 are under 
the control of the Board of Revenue, and 
Tis, 9,000 and 30,000 strings of cash are 
expended locally. 16,000 strings‘of cash 
are expended in wages with a total discount 
of 3,000 strings of cash. In other words, 
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there is a standing expenditure of one third 
of the total receipts. ‘lhe proviucial high 
authorities declare that it is impossible to 
diminish this expenditure, but in view of the 
general demand for the funds in aid of 
Inilitary expenditure the Memorialists 
are of opinion that they should be in- 
structed to make thorough investigations 
of the whole question of local expenditure 
aud submit a report lo the Throne and the 
Board of Revenue. 


In conclusion they say that although the 


peculation of officials aud underlings and 
amuggling on the part of the commercial 
classes must be put a stop to, the mere 
enunciation of prohibitions to this effect 
will not secuce the desired end, and it will 
require the exercise of conscientious and 
continuous effort on the part of all con- 
cerned to prevent waste of public money 
and foster the sources of national wealth. 
—For earlier papers relating to this subject 
see Guzettes of April 3rd and 24th. 
; : a ‘ =) 

April 27th.—(1) Hsii Ch‘ang (AE): 
late ‘ao-t‘ai at Newchwang and Special 
Commissioner to Corea, is appointed 
Judge of Hunan. 

Yu Chih-k‘ai is appointed Judge of 
Szechuen. 

The whole of this day’s issue is occupied 
with a continuation of the report of the 
Commissioners Ch‘ung Ch‘i and Liao 
sShou-héng. 

April 28th.—The whole of this day’s 
issue ia occupied with the third and last 
instalment of the report of the Commis- 
sioners Chung Chi‘i and Liao Shou-héng, 

April 29th —No documents of impor- 
tance, 

April 30th.—(1) A Decree: Yang Yo- 
Pin requests permission to retain an oflicer 
already cashiered, for further military 
service in Formosa. 

Lit Wén-ching (‘‘ Captain” Lee Buah) 
Was dismissed the public service by Imperial 

ecree and sent into servitude on the 
military post-roads for having, some time 
8luce, been the first to withdraw his steam 


Vessel from action directly she was struck . 


with a shot. Application was subsequently 
made to Us by ‘I'so ‘l'sung-t‘ang and others 
to retain him for special service, but We 
refused Our consent because the offence 
committed by the officer in question was 
of a more thau ordinarily grave nature, 
How comes it that the ex-Governor-General 
has uot heard of this refusal, and again 
makes application for permission to retain 


the man with the troops? Ho has herein | 


exhibited great presumption. We com- 
mand that Yang Yo-piu be handed over to 
the Board for the determination of a 





penalty, and, further, that Lii Wén-ching 
be at once sent forward. There must be no 
delay in this matter. 

Hereafter, provincial high authorities 
and military commanders of high estate 
will not be permitted to apply indiscrimi- 
nately for permission to retain cashiered 
Officers for service with the troops, or to 
make use of them without due authority 
—this, that constitutional procedure may 
be duly respected, and the exercise of 
underhand influence be prevented, 

(2) A Joint Memorial from the Acting 
Governor-General of the Hu Kuang Pro- 
vinces aud the Governor of Hupei, report- 
ing certain economies they have effected in 
different branches of provincial expenditure, 
in obedience to a general command to that 
effect. 

The Memorialists beg to report that they 
received some time since a communication 
from the Board of Revenue, in which the 
Board stated that in their report on the 
general scheme for the provision of funds 
for military exnenditure they had advocated 
the advisability of calling upon all pro- 
vincial Customs establishments to con- 
sider how their expenditure could be 
reduced and to report to the Throne. the 
monthly sum these economies would set 
free, which sum could be applied to the 
present necessities of military operations 
along vhe coast. This suggestion, the Board 
stated, received His Majesty’s sanction in 
a Decree dated 14th August, 1884, and the 
Memorialists were called upon to give 
effect thereto. The necessary instructions 
were thereupon issued to the officers form- 
ing the Committee of Provincial Adminis- 
tration, who were called upon to give the 
subject their careful consideration and at- 
teution. The Memorialists at the same 
time sent in a Sub-Memorial in advance of 
their general statement, reporting the 
economies that they intended to make in 
the expenditure of the Customs establish- 
ments at Hain-ti, Hankow and Ich ‘ang. 

The report of the provincial committee 
of administration is now before the Memo- 
rialista, and is to the following effect : The 
staff of officers on special service at present 
employed is none too large, and there ia 
no waste of public expenditure, but as the 
times are bad it behoves every one to do 
something towards reduction, even when 
such appears practically impossible. It is 


| proposed therefore to save ‘'ls. 8,360 a 


year by reducing certain granta in aid of 
the Usiang Yang Tao-t‘ai from the Re- 
organisation Office, from which establiah- 
ment four deputies will be withdrawn as 
soon as the new contribution oflice opened 


c 


at the yamén of the Financial Commissioner 
has been removed, This will save Tis. 
7GO per annum. 

In the Salt Intendant’s department, 
Tls. 2,880 will be saved in the Ich‘ang 
collectorate by the exchange of cash pay- 
ments for silver, and a further sum of 
3,194 strings of cash will be set free by 
the withdrawal or amalgamation of certain 
branch likin collectorates. Other small 
economies in different departments can 
also be effected, giving a grand total for 
the year of Tls. 19,263 and cash 3,553 
Btringa, 

May 1st.—(1) The Governor of Honan 
solicits the bestowal of increased rank upon 
ten local officials who have been recom- 
mended by the provincial committee for 
having collected for several years in suc- 
ceasion the whole of the land tax at which 
their respective districts are assessed. In 
supporting the recommendation of the 
provincial committee of administration the 
Memorialist states that the land tax forms 
the chief item of revenue in the pro- 
vince of Honan, but that the collections 
have always fallen short of the assessed 
amount ever since the great rebellion some 
twenty years ago, which was followed later 
by a disastrous famine. These causes led 
to a diminution in the population from 
death and migration, and although the 
recent efforts that have been made to induce 
people to come and cultivate the waste 
lands have been attended with a certain 
measure of success, the province has not 
been able yet to recover its normal condi- 
tion of prosperity. 

May 2ud.—(1) A Decree sanctioning an 
application that Chang Fu-nien, Grain 
Tao-t‘ai at Nanking, who has been promoted 
to the Salt Commissionership of the Two 
Huai, may be allowed to postpone taking 
up his new appointment until he has con- 
cluded his duties in connection with the 
delivery of the tribute grain in charge of 
which he has already started north-wards. 

(2) The Acting Governor-General of tlie 
Hu Kuang provinces submits a strong 
reconimendation of the services of Wu Pao- 
lien, Expectant Sub-Prefect and Superin- 
tendent of the likt7 collectorate at Hankow. 
The duties of this post are especially 
onerous, the Hankow collectorate being the 
most important in the whole province, and 
situated at a place where Chinese and 
foreiners are commingled. 

The present incumbent has collected a 
revenue during the past year of 274,300 
strings of cash, as against a collection of 
155,100 stringa in the preceding year, 
showing an increase of 120,000 cash. This 


[APRIL 30—May 2. 





revenue has never been exceeded by the 
Hankow likin office for the past ten years 
and more, even in the most flourishing 
times. As so zealous and conscien- 
tious an officer as the Superintendent 
has proved himself to be is rare, and, 
moreover, as the Court has instituted a 
system of penalties fur shortcomings and 
rewards for merit, the former of which has 
been applied in the case of the last incuimn- 
bent who was degraded and removed, it is 
hoped that his successor who raised the 
income 1 One year to the amount above 
given may, similarly, meet with a reward. 
—For Decree see Guzelte of 9th April. 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shéug Ching, praying that his colleague Yit 
Chifang, the Civil Governor, may be allowed 
to postpone his departure for Peking until 
the close of the year. 

The Memorialist has received a commu- 
nication from the Board of War in which 
they state that the White Manchu Banner 
have written to them to say that Yii Hui, 
an hereditary Ch‘eng En Kung, or Duke, 
receiving his tithe through relationship to 
an Empress Consort, having failed in cer- 
tain duties connected with military in- 
spection with which he was entrusted, 
His Majesty had ordered him to retire, 
and had selected Yii Ch‘ang, Civil Governor 
of Feng-t‘ien, as the successor to the title. 
The Banner had then requested His Majes- 
ty to recall Yii Ch‘ang at once to Peking 
that ha might bein readiness to take up 
his succession at the end of the year. ‘To 
this application the Iinperial assent was 
accorded in a Decree dated the 28th of the 
11th moon of last year. 

The Memorialist would respectfully ob- 
serve that members of the Hight Banners 
succeeding to hereditary titles are required 
by law to be presented at Court in suc- 
cessive batches from the 14th to the 
17th of the 12th moon of each year, two 
Banuers being represented each day. Any 
officers serving in the provinees who arrive 
in Peking tuo late to attend these presenta- 
tions have to wait until the recurrence 
of this function in the following year. 
In the present case the Letter from the 
Board of War was only despatched on the 
29th of the 1st moon, reaching Féng-t‘ien 
ten days later, long after the time for the 
Civil Governor to be presented at Court, 
so that he will have to wait until the next 
time that the preseutatious are made. 
Meanwhile, as the functions of the Civil 
Governor are very onerous and important, 
and Yii Ch‘ang has been busily engaged 
since his assumption of office in reforming 
the abuses with which he found the ad- 
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Ministration of the province to be rife, he 
cannot wel! be spared at the present junc- 
ture. ‘The example of energy and activity 
which he sels is having a most beneficial 
influence upon his subordinates, and, by his 
exertions, over a hundred judicial cases of 
long standing have been settled, and limits 
of time have been fixed for the settlement 
Gf the accounts which outgoing oflicials 
have failed tu liquidate. It would be most 
inexpedient at the present juncture to sup- 
ply the place of Yii Ch‘ang with a stranger 
to the work, and the Memorialist would 
therefore request that he be allowed to 
postpone the abandonment of his preseut 
post until the time approaches for his pre- 
sentation at Court at the cluse of the year. 
—Granted by Rescript. 

May 3rd.—(1) In a long Memorial the 
Censor Huang ‘Tzii-yuan denounces Pfang 
Chi-yiiu, Acting Governor of Hunan, for 
haviug made use of improper officers to 
command certain regiments of irregulars 
he was called upon to enrol. A previvus 
history is given by the Memorialist of the 
officers to whose appointment le objects. 

(2) Iu a Sub-Memorial tle same Censor 
further denounces P‘ang Chi-yiin, the 
Acting Governor of Hunan, for his recent 
action on the occasion of a slight disturb- 
ance, which the Memorialist considers was 
calculated not only to cause alarm but 
possibly to lead to serious consequences, 

Sume tenor more men belonging to the 
Irregular troops under Yang Yo-pin, for- 
merly Governor-General of Shensi and 
Kansu, having created a disturbance in 
the riding square outside the walls of Chang- 
sha Fu in the month of November last ; 
the Governor-General went out of the city 
at midnight on the day in question, seized 
the rioters aud beheaded them, thereby 
completely restoring order. The Acting 
Governor none the less called upon the 
troops of his brigade to hurry to the sub- 
urbs of the city and order the people to 
remove their homes elsewhere. He also 
closed the city gates, and ordered the tithing 
asters to parade the streets with gongs, 
forbidding the people to hang out decora- 
tions in honour of the birthday of the 
Empress Dowager. Happily it was well 
known that the excitement that the events 
to which these prohibitions were attribut- 
able had already subsided and the action 
of the Governor did not cause the alarm it 
might otherwise have done; but not content 
With these measures, the Acting Governor 
issued a proclamation absolving the people 
from all responsibility if they killed any of 
the disbauded braves on the riding square. 
No one could imagine why thia proclama- 





tion had been issued, the more, that there 
were at the time over three thousand 
braves assembled in the square awaiting 
disbandment, upon whom such a proclama- 
tion might well have the effect of rendering 
them suspicious and desperate, with conse- 
quences of the most serious nature. An 
enquiry is solicited into the circumstances 
of this affair. with a view to the instant dis- 
missal of the Acting Governor. 

(3) A Memorial from Liu Chin-t‘ang, 
Governor of the New Dominion. 

It is customary for the Mahommedan 
tribes south of Sé-lo-ko-érh (? Sirikul) in 
the New Dominion to present annually 
tribute offerings of gold dust, and seven 
years ago on the occasion of the chief of 
the said tribe having presented this tribute 
offering, I'so Tsung-t‘ang, who was then 
administrator of the New Dominion, was 
directed, on the recommendation of the 
Mongolia Superintendency, to present the 
chief with two pieces of wide satin, which 
procedure has been followed in successive 
years since that time. 

Huang Kuang-ta, Acting Taotai at Kash- 
gar, now reports that Mi-érh-a-ja, (or, the 
Mir A-jah 2) the chief in question, has sent 
in his tribute offering of au ounce and a 
half of gold dust, and he has conferred upon 
him the usual Imperial donation of two 
pieces of wide satin. The Taotai requests 
that this fact may be reported to His 
Majesly, aud the Memorialist begs to state 
that the action taken is in conformity with 
usage. The gold dust has been sent with 
a letter to the Odtice of the Imperial House- 
hold. 

May 4th.—The only document of any 


interest in this day’s issue is a Memorial 


from the Governor-General of the Hukuang 


.Provinces reporting the result of his en- 


quiry into the charges brought against 
Pang Chi-yun, Acting Governor of Hunan, 
which were referred to in yesterday’s issue. 

These charges amounted in sum to two, 
viz: that the Acting Governor made uso of 
improper officers to the detriment of the 
military service, and that on the occasion 
of a disturbance of the troops under Yang 
Yo-pin, the Acting Governor issued a pro- 
clamation under the influence of excitement 
and adopted a course of action that was not 
consistent with usage. 

The result of the Memorialist’s enquiries, 
which have been referred to in a Decree ear- 
lier published, is that the Acling Governor 
did place two officers in command of regi- 
ments of irregulara whose antecedent career 
did not justify their employment in that 
capacity. The charge against the Acting 
Governor with regard to the want of judg- 
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ment shown on the occasion of the disturb- 
auce caused by the irregulars under Yang 
Yo-pin are found to be incorrect, The 
gentry have been questioned, and deny 
that the action of the Governor, which was 
not as described by his denouncer, showed 
want of judgment or that the proclamation 
he issued absolving the people from harm 
if they killed a brave while resisting 
capture was unjustifiable under the cir- 
cumstances. 

May 5th.-- A Memorial from Chang Chih- 
tung, Governor-General at Canton, de- 
nouncing a number of officers, civil and 
military, for corruption and other short- 
comings. 

He commences his denunciation with a 
reference to a Decree received by him on 
the 21st of June 1884 in which he was 
commanded, upon taking over the duties 
of his post, to devote his careful attention 
to the carrying out of the various matters 
that required to be dealt with, the main 
object that he was to have before him being 
the promotion of everything that was 
beneficial and the extirpation of every 
abuse. When the Memorial reached Canton 
preparations for coast defence were already 
the subject of iminediate anxiety, and 
military arrangements with fiscal improve- 
ments to the defences occupied the 
Memorialist’s entire time, while it is need- 
lesa to say that enquiries into administra- 
tion of the Yueh provinces and the dis- 
tribution of the official staff was a task of 
great complexity. He found an almoat 
entire absence of system in the commissariat 
and other arrangements of an equally im- 
portant nature, which were ina state of 
extreme laxity, and all that he could do in 
the first instance was to select a few of the 
ofticers responsible for this state of things 
and imake an example of them by denounc- 
ing them to His Majesty and securiny the 
pinishment of their misdeeds. 

He then proceeds to denounce several 
officials for various shortcomings which are 
referred to in the Decree of 18th April 
already summarised. One officer, the Su per- 
intendent of the Arsenal at Canton, a post 
he has held for years, has systematically 
overcharged for material and drawn pay 
for more workmen than he actually eim- 
ployed. Another, a lekin collector, has 
also more runners on his books than he 
employs and keeps his accounts in a con- 
fused wort of way. A third has displayed 
qualities which are akin to craftiness, aud 
allowed the men on board junks under his 
command to get into a lax atate of dis- 
cipline, the majority uot remaining on 
buard the vessels at all, 


A number of other officiala are denounced 
for similar shortcomings, and the penalties 
are enumerated which the Memorialist 
considers should be severally imposed upon 
them, all being called upon to disgorge 
their ill-gotten gains. The Memorialist 
concludes with the following remarks :— 

It is impossible, he says, to describe in 
detail the numerous abuses that prevail 
amongst the whole official class, civil aud 
military. He may state, however, in brief, 
that the administration system of Kuang- 
tung is most complex, and that the people 
are characterised by great diversity of tem- 
per and habits, while the officials are plea- 
sure-loving and the military far from 
serious, these characteristics being the 
growth of years. Bribery, corruption, and 
favouritism have, moreover, become by 
long usage simple matters of course, and 
so rife that they defy denunciation, for such 
a course would necessitate the withdrawal of 
so large a number of officials that the pro- 
cess would be impracticable. A general 
denunciation of hundreds of officials in a 
single Memorial would inevitably cause 
universal consternation, and the Memorialist 
has therefore commenced with the denun- 
ciation of a few officers only in order to 
show that he is a serious reformer. Tho 
general conduct of tle territorial officials 
will form the subject of separate enquiry, 
but he hopes that His Majesty will issue a 
general order in astringent terms to the 
whole official class, civil and military, call- 
ing upon them to rectify their conduct and 
to set an example to their subordinates 
of conscientious performance of duty, 
however arduous, and indifference to 
criticism of action which they feel to 
be right. Orders such as these may 
inaterially assist the Memorialist in realis- 
ing the aspirations which he entertains of 
gradually bringing about a reformation of 
the evils which he has alluded to. 

May 6th.—(1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of a report from Tso Tsung- 
tfang and Yang Chang-chiiu, Governor- 
General at Fuovchow, upon a number of 
charges against certain officials, who were 
allezed by members of the Censorate class 
to have mismanaged military matters in 
that province. ‘Lhe Tao-t‘ai Sst I'‘u-hsii 
in particular was accused of auppressing 
imformation regarding the rough treatment 
of the resident populations by the Ch‘ao 
Chou irregular troops. The two high 
officers above named having been called 
upon to make these charges the subject 
of enquiry, they state as regards the 
charges brought against the Financial 
Cummniiasioner, that he did uvt impede thre 
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successful conduct of hostilities by refusing 
to advance funds, that he was not perverse 
and inflexible in disposition, that he did not 
put forward his own favourites or put out 
publicfundsat interest for his own gain. They 
find, however, that when disquieting news 
reached him he moved his family from his 
yamén, thereby causing people to comment 
unfayourably upon his acts, Although he 
atates that it was his younger brother 
who took his family to his own home, 
he ia deemed to have been to blame for 
not preventing them, and is consigned 
to the Board for the determination of a 
penalty. 

The men under the command of the 
Taotai Chu Ming-liang having been found 
to be short of their proper number, and the 
discipline maintained to be very lax, while 
that officer himself is decrepit from age, he 
is called upon to retire. The Taotai Ch‘én 
Wei-han had allowed his men to molest 
the people and bring execration upon 
themselves, aud for his failure to appre- 
ciate the gravity of his obligations he ts 
dismissed the service. A similar penalty 
is inflicted on the Taotai Shéng Shih- 
féng for the very mediocre capacity he 
has displayed in his conduct of matters of 
an international character, while his admi- 
nistration has not been popular. 

The Taotai Fang Hesiin, while credited 
with having saved the Arsenal during the 
hostilities at Pagoda Auchorage, allowed 
some of the irregular troops under hig 
command serving as artillerymen to run 
away at the first alarm, and the military 
discipline euforced by him is characterised 
as lacking in severity. He is therefore 
Condemned to lose his title of Baturu, and 
to be consigned to the Board for the deter- 
mination of a peualty. 

(2) The Acting-Governor of Kueichow 
reports that he proposes to effect a further 
Baving in the regular military expenditure 
of that province by the withdrawal of 
forty-one sergeants and seventy corporals 
from the different battalions under the 
Provincial Commander-in-Chief and the va- 
rious Generals of Division. ‘This reduction 
Will effect an annual saving of T'ls, 10,000. 

May 7th.—(!) A Sub-Memorial from 

ion Pao-ti, Acting Governor General of 
the Hu Kuang Provinces, announcing his 
intention, at the suggestion of the Finan- 
cial Commissioner, of Jevying an annual 
“contribution” upon the pawn-shops of 
Various denominations in Hupelt. 

It has been explained to the Memorialist 
by the Financial Commissioner and the 
chief of the likin collectorate that the law 
requires that aby persue openig a pawn 


shop shonld be secured by the joint guar- 
antee of a number of respectable house- 
holders, and obtain a licence certificate 
issued by the Board of Revenue before 
they can commence business, During the 
time of the rebellion the pawnsahops in Hupei 
were swept away, and their place has been 
taken by pawnshops of a temporary char- 
acter which were afterwards opened with 
contributed funds of wealthy capitalists, 
and as they were intended for the con- 
venience of the people, the proprietors 
were not called upon to take out a licence 
or pay any tax. 

Matters have remained in-this condition 
for twenty years, the proprietors of these 
establishments ha ving all made rich profits 
with little labour to themselves, and it 
seems hardly fair that a business which is so 
lucrative should remain untaxed, while the 
agriculturist has to pay taxes on his land and 
the merchant likin on his goods. It is now 
therefore proposed that the local authorities. 
throughout the province of Hupei shall 
be instructed to ascertain the number of 
pawnslops in their respective jurisdictions, 
both in town and country, aud levy from 
them indiscriminately an annual ‘ contri- 
bution” of Tis. 100 with an additional 
Ts, 8 when there is an intercalary moon, 
the levy commencing with the spriug of 
the present year. ‘The amount each shop is 
called upon to contribute not being large, its 
incidence will not be generally felt, and it 
caunot failto benefit the re venue insomede- 
gree, Any proprietors of pawnshops who are 
willing to take out licences and pay the tax* 
will be exempt from contribution. The 
amount raised by this contribution will be 
set apart to form an ‘* emergency” fund. 

The application for sanction to the above 
arrangement is granted by a Rescript ap- 
pended to the Memorial. | 

(1) A Memorial from the Governor of Shéng 
Ching reporting the death without issue 
of an hereditary fang yi, or captain in the 
garrison of the Imperial Mausolea in Man- 
churia, aud requesting that some one from 
the Banner to which he belonged may be 
selected to take his place. 

The hereditary captain in question, whose 
name was I-ch‘é-mo-lo, derived hia title 
and office from one Sa Lu, a Lieutenant of a 
Pekiny Banner, who was appointed fang yié 
of the Imperial Mauaolea at Shéng Ching in 
the 15th year of the reign Shun Chih, ‘The 
title descended to the late incumbent I- 
ch*é-mo-lo through successive generations, 
and he has now died without issue, A 
reference to his family register showed that 


ee ee 
“ (Note—This tax is stated in the Regulations of the 
Board of Revenue to be only Tis, 5 per annum.) 


62 [May 7—9. 





Sa Lu, the original holder of the title, had 
only three descendants, viz: Huang Kou, 
Chin Erh, and Hsiao Ko, all members of 
the Peking Yellow Banner, who had any 
claim to the succession, and the Board of 
War and the Captain General of this Ban- 
ner were a cordingly written to, to ask if 
they had any descendants, In due course 
the Board of War replied that the three 
persons named were attached to the Man- 
chugarrison at Wei-yiiu Hsien, and that they 
had referred the enquiry to the Lieutenaut- 
General in command of that garrison. 
The Captain General of the Yellow Banner 
subseqnently wrote to say that the Lieu- 
tenant-General commauding at Mi-yiin 
Haion had informed him that he had looked 
through the census registers in his posses- 
sion, but could find none of the three 
names wanted. 

Uuder these circumstances it only re- 
mains for the Memorialist tu request that, 
in accordance with precedent, some meim- 
ber of the Banner corps may be selected to 
succeed to the tithe and office which has 
lapsed for want of a legal successor. The 
request isuranted, and the yamén concerned 
is called upon to take action accordingly. 

May 8th.—(1) A joint Memorial from 
the Governors-General Tséng Kuo-ch ‘tian 
and Li Hung-chang, and the Governor of 
Kiangau, supporting an application from the 
Taotaia in charge of the Arsenal at Nanking 
that His Majesty may be appealed to to call 
upon the Board of Revenue to pass a 
monthly expenditure for wages and other 
expenditure on account of employda, and 
to sanction a regular monthly expenditure 
under this heading for the future. 

It would appear from the Memorialists’ 
account that the Board of Revenue have 
persistently refused to pass the last accounts 
sent in by the Nauking Arsenal, aud made 
up to the end of 1882, because they con- 
sidered the item of ‘lls. 960 odd, expendi- 
ture for salaries and wages, excessive, and 
at their instance the accounts were return- 
ed with an order from His Majesty that 
the items of Tis. 960 for wages must be 
passed, the future monthly allowance 
being based on the lower scale. The ‘l'ao- 
t‘ais in charge of the Arsenal having been 
referred to they sturdily protest against 
the reductions which the Board are trying 
to make, and bey the Memorialists to 
support their application that the earlier 
accounts may be passed as they stand, aud 
that they may be granted a monthly allow- 
auce not exceeding Tls, 1,000 for salaries 
and wages. 

In justification of this application, they 
state that when the Nanking aud Wu-lung 


Shan Arsenala were amalgamated, there 
were only three machine shops, two mould- 
ing and two casting shops, requiring only 
some ten or more officers to superintend 
them, The Arsenal was gradually extended, 
aud a shop for the manufacture of small- 
arms ammunition was added, then a steam 
hammer, a wire drawing machine, and a 
carpeuter’s shop, thus increasing the work 
done and necessitating the employment 
of more superintendents. There were in 
addition thirty soldiers originally attached 
to the Arsenal who served ag sentries at the 
various gates, accompanied the war inaterial 
turned out to its destination, ran messages, 
etc. ‘hese men had also to be increased, 
and their wayes were also paid out of the 
Arsenal Expenditure Fund. The present 
amount, they maintain, isthelowestto which 
tlhe monthly expenditure can be reduced con- 
sistently with efficiency and a due regard for 
the requirements the Arsenal may be sup- 
posed to meet. They therefore pray that 
the Memorialists will continue to support 
their application that they may be allowed 
to expend a monthly sum in salaries, wages, 
and so forth not exceeding Tls. 1,000, and 
that their accounts up to the end of 1882 
may be passed. 

The Memorialists endorse all that the 
Arsenal Superintendents say, and recom- 
mend their application with the slight 
alteration that they suygest the limitation 
of the monthly grant to Tls. 960 odd, or 
what it was down to the end of 1882.— 
Referred to the Board of Revenue fur con- 
sideration. 

May 9th.—(1) The Governor of Kiangsi 
reports that the Tao-t‘ai at Kiukiang has 
applied for permission to vacate his post 
on account of long and serious illness which 
incapacitates him for the performance of 
his duties. The Memorialist proposes to ap- 


point Sung K‘un C= EH): Grain Intendent 
of the province, to act in his stead. 

(2) A Memorial from Wu Yuan-ping, 
Director General of Grain ‘l'ransport, re- 
perting the steps he has taken to render 
the Grand Canal navigable for the fleet of 
grain junks going northward, 

The Memorial statea that the water in 
the Kiang-pei section of the Grand Canal 
was very low last year, and since the 
commencement of the spring it has 
diminished rather than increased, with the 
result that the channel is fuller of sand 
banks and shallower than ever it was, so 
shallow that in some places there is not 
more than a foot of water. The grain 
junks draw two feet and a half, so that it 
ia absolutely impossible to float them over 
these shallowa. A wholesale system of 


May 9—11.] 


) 





dredging would absorb a long space of time 
aud would be a most costly undertaking, 
while the mere deepening of the channel 
would be productive of no benefit in view 
of the weak head of water whiuch feeds the 
canal. ‘I'he only alternative course that 
remains under the circumstances is to 
Create an accumulation of water by dam- 
Ining the outlets and dredging the shoal 
places, which will neither be so costly nor 
so difficult as tle wholesale of deepening 
of the channel. 

The canal is intersected by rivers at 
various sluices in the Heii-chour prefecture 
which are opened when the water is high 
and clused when it ia low. ‘The acting 
sub-prefect of Hsii-chon las now been 
directed to close the five sluices of Ho- 
ch‘inu, Ho-ch‘éug, Huvei-tsé, Li-yiin and 
Jung-lin, where the canal is intersected 
by rivers, in order to stop the flow of 
the water oul of the canal, which will 
naturally increase the depth of the 
Water in the latter and thus the passage 
of the yrain fleet will not beimpeded. The 
depth of the Wei-shan lake last year was 
several feet less than in the preceding sea- 
son, and it will therefore be possible when 
the waters begin to come down to prevent 
them flowing tov rapidly. There are shift- 
ing bauksandshallows above and below each 
sluice, the most formidable of which will be 
cleared away to an extent that will ensure 
a clear passave for the fleet, while a num- 
ber of hawsers have been prepared 1n readi- 
hess to haul the boats across. 

The canal below Ch‘ing-chiang suffers 
equally from a acarcity of water, and the 
Salt Cummissioner of the ‘two Huai has 
been instructed to dain up all the sluices 
leading into it, directing his attention in 
the first instance to the Ch‘ing-chiang sluice 
in the sub-prefeclture of Kuo-ho. The 
Kiang-pei grain fleet has now assembled 
aud been started on its voyage, and it will 
be the duty of the Memorialist to see that 
the canal authorities take due measures for 
facilitating their advance as circumstances 
May require. 

_ May 10th.—The only document of any 
interest is this day’s Gazette is a report by 
the Governor-General Li Hung-chang of 
the circumstances under which a reprobate 
and dissolute nephew murdered lis uncle 
and aunt, a childless and fairly wealthy 
couple who had refused to adopt this same 
hephew as their son. Le therefore mur- 
dered them under the most brutal circum- 
Btances in the hope of coming in as next of 
kin for the property they possessed, — 

_ The old man, who sold paper, was sitting 
ln his room late one evening, when his 


nephew knocked at the door and entered, 
accompanied by a distant cousin who pro- 
fessed to require some paper. As the old 
man turned round and stooped down to 
get some paper for the pretended purchaser, 
his vephew’s cousin struck him on the 
back of the neck with a ghort-handled 
pickaxe he had concealed up his sleeve, 
felling him to the ground, after which he 
inflicted numerous wounds upon him and 
killed him. The wife came out while 
her husband was being assaulted, and the 
man fell upon her also and killed her, 
‘Lhe cousin has made his escape and has so 
far eluded the police, but the nephew has 
been arrested and the crime traced home 
to his agency. For the murder of one re- 
lative of the degree in which his uncle 
stoud to him le would have been liable to 
death by the slow and painful process, 
and in order to mark the enormity of the 
double crime the number of gashes on the 
body of the criminal will be increased and 
his head will be exposed, the characters 
hsiung fan, “murderer,” being pricked be- 
forehand into his left cheek. 

The murdered man and woman having 
no son, the heads of the clan have been 
called upon to decide in public conclave 
who is to succeed them. 

May 11th.—The Governor of Kirin re- 
ports the completion of the new wall round 
the town of San-hsing in that province, 
paid for by subscriptions raised amongst 
the officials and traders, 

The wall, which is made of earth, covers 
a circumference measuring 10,260 feet 
(Chinese), is 5 feet wide up the base, 
2 feet 5 at the top and 7 feet high, or 9 
feet 5, counting the crenelated parapet 
which surmounts it. The cost of the 
undertaking has been Tls. 4,000 odd, and 
the officers who superintended the construc- 
tion of the wall have given their written 
bond guaranteeing it for twenty years. 

The Memorial concludes with a prayer 
that some mark of approbation may be 
bestowed upon the contributors of some 
of the larger subscriptions to this fund, as 
well as upon the most deserving of the 
officers who superintended the work, 

Referred to the Buard concerned. 

(2) The Governor-General at Canton 
reports that one Chang Té-lu, General 
of the Kuao-chow Division now stationed 
at Pakhoi, has been recalled to the pro- 
vincial capital to be employed on other 
duty. 

This officer acts as though he were pos- 
sessed of great ability, and it is possible 
to extract some useful ideas from the 
opinions he expresses; but whenever he 


is confronted with an emergency he has no 
settled view of the line of action to be 
adopted, talking a good deal but not acting 
up to his professions, In short, he is blessed 
with a superfluity of intelligence but is 
wanting in honesty and sincerity, and under 
these circumstances the Memorialist lias con- 
sidered it right to recall him. lie proposes 
to appoint Liang Chéng-yuan, Colonel of 
ih regimeut stationed at Lung-wen, in his 
ace, 

(3) A sub-Memorial from the Governor 
of Kirin. 

As reference to the records will show, 
the Memorialist’s predecessor obtained 
Hia Majesty’s permisssion to establish ex- 
aminations of students in Manchu for a 
degree under similar regulations to those 
obtaining in the Féng-t‘ien province, 
an officer was then sent to Peking to 
bring back the various text books eim- 
ployed by Manchu students, a grant of 
which had been applied for, and it was 
inteuded to open at once the school for 
the candidates to prepare themselves for 
the examinations, and from whence they 
could be selected for salaried employment 
when their services were required. 

Unfortunately, a delay has been caused 
by the absence of any competent teacher 
of Manchu, those who have a aliglit 
knowledge of the language being bare- 
ly able to carry on the current ofticial 
work which is conducted in Manchu. 
Under these circumstances the Memo- 
rlalist ventures to request that two officers 
of the rank of expectant bitgeshi em- 
ployed in the Imperial Manchu Library 
may be detached for three years to serve 
as Manchu professors in Kirin, being re- 
placed by others at the end of their term 
uuless the success attending their course of 
Instruction shall be so marked as to war- 
rant an application to the Throne for their 
further detention, The travelling expenses 
of these officera to and fro, together with 
the monthly allowance allotted to them for 
maintenance etc., will be defrayed from 
local funds.—Granted by Rescript. 

May 12th.—The Governor of Féng-t‘ien 
reports the receipt, through the T'aotai aud 
the Magistrate of Ch‘éng-t6 Hsien, of an 
application from Liu Kuang-yii, an ex- 
Expectant Prefect of Honan, to the follow- 
ing effect ; 

The man representa that he was formerly 
employed in the province of Féng-t‘ien for 
the collection of the daily contribution 
added to the duties on spirits, and at the 
conclusion of his labours he accepted tokens 
of thanks from the various merchants 
amounting to 14,000 strings of cash. For 
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this he was denounced to the Throne, 
called upon to surrender the whole of the 
money within a given time, and then 
to be banished to the military post roads. 
He paid up the whole of this money in 
September, and on the 13th of November 
started from Kirin for the post roads. He 
caught cold on the way and on arrival at 
Moukden on the Ist of November he ap- 
plied for congé to recruit his health, his 
application being sent to the Board. 

He goes on to state that although better 
he is still far from having regained his 
normal condition of health, and it will be 
a matter of extreme difficulty for him to 
proceed on the arduous journey still before 
him, In the new regulations for contribu- 
tions to the necessities of the State, there 
is a clause referring to the commutation of 
the penalty of servitude on the post roads, 
and the applicant now proposes to pay the 
double redemption fee demanded from 
those who have not actually arrived on the 
station. He begs that he may be informed 
what is the sum required, and prays that 
the possible application of the Act of Grace 
of 1884 in mitigation of his sentence muy 
be taken into conslleration by the Board. 

The Memorialist requests that the Board 
may be instructed to consider this applica- 
tion and, in the event of ita being sanc- 
tioned, to the sum the man should be called 
upon to pay.—Referred to the Board of 
War. 

May 13th.—A sub-Memorial from Li 
Yung-ch‘ing, Acting Governor of Kuei- 
chow. 

The Memorialist would further report 
that the provincial committee charged with 
the control of the office of Reorganization 
having deputed one Tang Shu-t‘ung, au 
expectant sub-prefect, to erect an establish- 
ment for the manufactuure of the powder 
required for the use of the Green Standard 
and field forces of the province of Kuei- 
chow, this oflicer called upon Sergeant Chou 
Kuang-jung to erect this factory upon a 
plot of waste land outside the outer south- 
ern gate of the provincial capital, the 
powder being supplied to the troops as it 
was turned out. 

At abvut 1 p.m. on the 9th of December 
1884 the factory suddenly took fire, and 
the Memorialist upon hearing the alarm 
at once hurried to the spot with the milit- 
ary and civil officers of hls staff in the hope 
of being able to extinguish the flames, but 
he found on arrival that the factory had 
already been destroyed by an explosion. 
As the building was situated at a cousider- 
able distance from any private houses the 
fire did uot spread nor were any persons 
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Injured who were unconnected with the 
factory. Unfortunately, however, the ex- 
plosion was attended with the most deplor- 
able loss of life, Sergeant Chou Kuang- 
}ing, together with two overseers and work- 
men of all grades to the number of nine- 
teen, being blown completely to pieces. 
Some twenty odd workmen also sustained 
injuries which admit of being cured by 
medical treatment. The Reorvanisation 
Committee were at once directed to as- 
certain the number of the sufferers and to 
grant compensation to them to the extent’ 
that they deemed necessary. They were 
further instructed to make strict and search- 
Ing enquiry inte the origin of the frre and 
to furnish the Metmorialist with an accurate 
report for information and action thereon, 

The Committee have vow ascertained 
that the fire was caused by a carpenter 
named Haiti Lao-shun who was mending 
the handle of a pestle, aud in doing so 
allowed the head of the hatchet he was 
using to fly off, which struck a spark from 
a stone as it fell to the ground, thereby 
igniting some powder which waa drying 
in the sum, and so causing an explosion, 

The Committee further explained that 
Tang Shu-t‘ung wag in the neighbourhood 
of Ting Kuang at the time buying saltpetre 
and sulphar, and ouly returned to the pro- 
vincial cxpital on the day the accident occur- 
red, when it so happened that he went to 
the Yamen of the Judicial Commissioner on 
official business and was not, therefore, at 
the factory at all. ‘The accident, the Com- 
mittee added, happened so suddenly that 
it was impossible tv prevent it, and they 
accordingly expressed a hope that the eon- 
sideration of the infliction of a penalty 
Upon the Superintendeut might be dis- 
Pensed with. . 

In submitting this proposal for His Ma- 
Jesty’s approval the Mennorialist adds that 
some 10,000 catties of powder were reported 
to be destroyed in the explosion, and that 
ie has directed that the actual amount be 
ascertained and that T‘ang Shu-t‘ang be 
Called upon to make it good. 

The Grand Council had the honour to 
receive the folluwing Imperial Decree in 
reply to the foregoing : 

‘‘Let the Memorialist proceed as pro- 
posed, and jet the Board cuncerned take 
Cugnisance.” 

May 14th.—A Memorial from the Gov- 
ernor of the New Dominion in which he 
demonstrates the impossibility of comply- 
lng strictly with regulation, as the Board 
demand, in the expenditure incurred in the 
Ordering of a postal system in the regiun. 
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As earlier reported by the Memorialist, 
oue of the changes which he thought it 
necessary to make on the constitution of 
the Nan Lu, oc Kashgaria, into a civil 
Jurisdiction with prefectures and districts, 
was to organise a Government postal courier 
system, and also to exchange the military 
postal service to Palikun and Hami for a 
civil one. 

The matter having been referred to the 
Board, they approved of the number of 
stations, 100 inall, which he proposed to 
establish, horsed by astud of 1,716 animals, 
as these were within the legally allotted 
number, but they limited his prauts to the 
following items ;— 

To each postal clerk a monthly wage of 
Ts. 1.5. 

To each rider (ona to every two horses) 
6 piculs of grain, or half a year’s rations 
with a commutation allowance of ‘Is. 6 for 
the allowance due for the other half year. 

For every horse a daily forage allowance 
of 8 candareens, 

For the price of each station (sic) Ts. 
3.4.2.5 per annum. 

For.the purchase of fresh horses of which 
an allowance of twenty per cent. is made 
for loss, a grant of Tls. 8 per horse is made, 
all other grants applied for, such as flour, 
oil, paper, forage, ete. were disallowed, 
and the report of the Board having been 
submitted to His Majesty and approved, 
was commutmicated to the Memorialist by 
them to be duly given effect to. 

In reply to the ruling of the Board the 
Memorialist begs to submit the following 
observations ; 

The postal courier service in Kansu, 
inside and outside the frontier, used to 
employ 6,300 odd horses and some 3,600 
men, the cost of this service, including 
cart horses and their drivers, being Ts, 
257,000 and upwards per annum. ‘The 
New Dominion having now been cousti- 
tuted into a province of the Empire, has 
to be provided with postal stations over a 
total distanee of 6,900 odd Ji, that is to 
say, eastward from Hami and [lsing- 
ising Hsia to Kashgar, communicating with 
the town of Ho-ten. In the northern part 
of the New Dominion, or Sungaria, the 
postal service also covers a line of country 
over 2,800 iin extent. By dint of great 
reductions effected by the present Governor- 
General, the Kanse postal service was 
limited to the maiu road east and west be- 
tween Ning-hsia and Hsi-ning, requiring 
1,680 horses and 1,340 men for its main- 
tenauce, communicntion being maintained 
with jaolated places by a military post 
which did not take many men or horses. 


The total expenditure of the postal service 
was thus reduced to T'ls. 106,000 oda. 

In the New Dominion, which has been 
the scene of devastating wars for many 
years, there are long stretches of desert 
wastes, and in some places there is nota 
trace of cultivation to be found for ten or 
more stations in succession, ‘The supplies 
for all these stations have to be brought 
from long distances, and the cost of all 
necessaries varies from once to five times 
that in other parts. ‘The daily wages that 
a labourer gets is two or three tael mace, 
several times as much as the cost of labour 
within the frontier, so thatif the pay given 
to official underlings does not amount to 
more than a tenth of what they could earn 
as labourers, 16 is uot likely that anyone 
would be willing to give up his handicraft, 
whatever it may be, to serve the Goveru- 
ment on au empty stomach). 

The number of horses the Memorialist 
proposes to employ in this new postal ser- 
vice is very little less, comparatively speak- 
ing, than those allotted for the Kansu ser- 
vice, being only 1,700 odd, while the men, 
viz. 800 odd, are not nearly so many, but 
they must be paid better, in order to 
enable them to Jive and prevent the irre- 
gularities, abuses, and delays that must 
inevitably result from giving them the re- 
gulation allowance. 

In conclusion the Memorialist hopes, as 
a temporary measure at least, that the fol- 
lowlug scale of allowance may be sane- 
tioned, the fodder allowances and others 
laid down by the Board being acceptsd : 

Allowance for oil, candles aud paper, 
each station Tls. 3 per month. 

To each station clerk Tls, 4.8. 

To each rider, ‘I'ls. 3. 

Further, that 45 catties of white flour be 
allowed every month to each station, the 
cost of which, to be computed in tael mace, 
is to be deducted from the wages of the 
men.—Granted by Rescript. 

May 1dth.—(1) A Decree with reference 
to the territory in, dispute between the 
alate and Tumed fribes occupying the 
region westward of the Great Wall near 
Sui-yuan Chifcug and in the vicinity of the 
Yellow River. ‘his dispute has been re- 
ferred to at length in various Memorials 
aud Decrees published in 1884, and from 
the present Decree it would appear that 
the boundaries previously decided by the 
Tartar General at Sui-yuan and others had 
been take exception to by various Memori- 
alists who considered that strict imparti- 
ality had not been observed. Another ligh 
vflicer, viz: Shao Chi, Governor of Ch‘ahar, 
was then appointed to take the matter up, 
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and after a very careful enquiry he has 
given an award to which the sanction of 
His Majesty is announced, This award is, 
in sum, as follows :— 


A boundary dilch has been dug in which 
boundary stones have been set up; the six 
towns to the north of which will belong to 
the T‘umeds and the four towns to the 
south to the alate tribes, 

The Decree concludes with an order that 
twelve officers of the ‘I’'Sumed tribe are to 
be consigned to the Mongolian Superinten- 
deucy for the determination of a penalty. 

(2) A Sub-Memorial from the Governor 
of Anhui submitting a request from the 
Customs ‘Pao-tai at Wuhu to the effect that 
Chang Ying-huan, his predecessor iu the 
post, who was subsequently Minister of 
the ‘Tsung-li Yamén and is now Tao-tai of 
the ‘Ta, Shun, Kuang Cireuit in Chihli, 
may be sent at once to Wuhu to clear up 
the accounts of the eighth financial period 
of that Customs establishment. ‘These 
accouuts show such a larve deficit between 
tle balance of duties that should have 
been in hand after allowing for remittances, 
that the present Tao-tai finds it impossible 
to make up the returns for the period in 
question.—By a Rescript appended to the 
Memorial the Governor-General Li is 
ordered to direct Chang Ying-huan to go to 
Wuhu at once to put his accounts straight. 


May 16th.—K‘uer Shun (45 4) is ap- 
pointed ‘Tao-t‘ai of the Kan Liang Circuit 
iu Kansu. 

May 17th.—No documents of impor- 
tance. 

May 18th.—(1) A Memorial from Liu 
Chin-t‘ang, Governor of the New Dominion. 

The oftice known as the Committee of 
Reorganisation have, under the instruc- 
tions of the Memorialist, been occupied 
for some years past in ascertaining the 
names of the officers, Manchu, Mongol and 
native, who perished in the western cities 
of Kasligaria during the rebellion which 
had its commencement in the revolt of 
‘I’“o Ming and other Chinese Mahomedans 
in 1862 As discoveries were madeby the 
Reorganization Committee, a list of the 
names of the officers was sent to the 
Governor-General ‘I’'so, then in Kausu, 
who in turn submitted the list to the 
Throne witha prayer that the Boards of 
Civil Office and of War, with the Generals 
in command of the Hight Banners, might 
be called upon to verify the names given, 
altering any errors of description, previous 
to the bestowal of posthumous and liberal 
marks of distinclion upon the persons 
vamed, 
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The Ku-ché Cummittee now report that 
their enquiries have led to the discovery 
that in the month of May 1864 when the 
Mahomedan rebels had invested the town 
of Kuche, itso happened that Wen Yi, Com- 
mandantof the forces at Yingeshar, who was 
returning to his banner on sick leave, came 
to Ku-ché and assistedSa-lin-a, Governor of 
the town, in defending it against theenemy. 
Lhe latter were too strong for them, houw- 
ever, and the town fell ito the hands of 
the rebels on the 6th of June, 1864, both 
Wen Yi and Sa-lin-a, with their respective 
families, perishing at the hands of tlie 
foe. The Committee added that they 
had no means of ascertaining whether 
these high officers had or had notany brevet 
rauk or to what bauner they belonged, 
but last year the Imperial Agent at Hann 
Produced a petition from one Lu Cheng, 
#4 ofticer uf the Imperial Guards holding 
the hereditary title of Ch‘i-tu-yit aud wear- 
Inv a button of the third rank, who be- 
lonved to the second division of the com- 

o +> 
Mand of Colonel Sung Chriian vf the 
Plain Yellow Manchu Bauner Gorps. In 
this petition the officer stated that the 
late Wéu Yi was his father, and after gav- 
ing particulars of hia official career he 
Narrated the circumstance of his joint 
Qefence of the town of Kuclié, as above 
described, and his father’s death urpon the 
fall of the town. Hia father, two con- 
cubines, two brothers, a sister, four men 
Servants, three women servants and two 
maids, fifteen in all, perishing ou that 
Occasion, ae 

Iu compliance with an application by the 
Petitioner that the above particulars may 
be brought to His Majesty’s knowledye, 
the Memorialist ventures to solicit the 
bestowal of liberal marks of posthumous 
distinction upou this family who fell 
Victiins to the enemy wuder such lament- 
able circumstances. He further begs to 
luclude the uame of Sa-lin-a, Tu perial 
Agent, in this recommendation. 

Grauted by Rescript. ae 

May 19th.—A Memorial from K‘uei 
Haiaug, the Imperial Ageut at Urya, and 
his Mongolian colleague, acknowledging the 
receipt of a communication from the Board 
Of Punishments to whose decision the 

femorialists liad earlier requested that 
the sentence to be passed in a case of 
murder should be referred. ‘The case was 
48 follows :— 

In the eleventh moon of last year the 
Captain General of the Mongol League 
reported to the Memorialist that one Lo- 
Pusangpatama in the tribe of Wangcli‘élin- 
busrclu, aud his wife Tulama, had both 
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been wounded and had died from their 
injuries, ‘Che Memorialists at. once sent 
one of their Secretaries with a corpse 
examiner to view the bodies, both of 
which bore wounds on the head, evidently 
inflicted with some wooden instrument. 
Orders were thereupon given for the arrest 
vf the murderer, who was in due evurse 
produced by the Mongol Captain-General 
and proved to be one Palasang, a young 
nau twenty-six yeara of age belonging to 
the T‘ushetu: Khanuate, and under the 
authority of a certain Captain Laputan in 
the Banner of Chifelintoerchi. The young 
man, who had no property, took service 
with Lopusangpatama, and the latter 
having one day expressed a suspicion to his 
wife that Palacany stole the oil and wheat, 
Palasang was angry and determined to 
kill them, an intention which he fultilled 
shortly afterwards by beating them to death 
with a wooden instrument. ‘he Memori- 
alists on proceeding to pass sentence upon 
the manu found that there is no special 
provision in Mongol law for the murder of 
two persous of one family, while by general 
criminal law this crime is punished by 
suuimary decapitation. The Board of 
Punishments were therefore appealed to 
through His Majesty for an opinion. 

his opinion, which has received His 
Muajesty’s approval, is now before the 
Meimortalists, who find that the case should 
be decided by one of two enactments which 
they quote, viz: | 

1—* Anyone who shall murder two 
persons of one family who have committed 
uo crime worthy of death shall be sum- 
marily decapitated with exposure of the 
head, their property being divided into 
two equal portions, oue of which is given 
as alimeutary wrant to the relatives vf the 
murdered persons.” 

2.—‘* Any- labourer who shall murder 
with intent the head of the house in which 
he is a servant shall receive the same 
penalty as a son or a vrandson committing 
® almilar crime, viz: death by the ding ch‘ih 
process.” 

Upon the report before them the Board 
decide that the first of the two penalties 
quoted should be inflicted, but they add 
that the Memorialists sheuld ascertain 
whether or no Palasang stood in the re- 


‘lation of an actual servant (p‘u) to his 


victims ; and in the latter case they advise 
His Majesty to direct that death by ling 
cl‘'ih be inflicted without further reference 
to the Board in order that the vindication 
of justice may not be delayed. 

Lhe Memorialists beg uow to state that 
they find on the testimony uf the criminal’s 


brother that he was merely a temporary 
employé of his victims, and that they 
were not known by the designation of clit 
and p‘u, master aud servant, respectively. 

Under these circumstances the man 
should, a8 ruled by the Board, be sum- 
marily decapitated and his head exposed, 
but the Memorialists are afraid to take any 
hasty action, so they deem it their duty to 
report the facts they have ascertained to 
His Majesty, with a prayer that the Board 
may again be instructed to state their 
Opinion. 

Referred to the Board of Punishments 
for their immediate consideration. 


May 20th —(1) A Decree announcing 
His Majesty’s intention of yoing to the 
Ta-kao ‘Tien on the 24th inst. to offer up 
prayers for rain, which is sorely needed at 
the preset time. Services will be attended 
by Princes and high officers at other State 
‘Temples simultaneously. 


(2) A Joint Memorial from the two 
Superintendents of the Peking Granaries 
praying that Chang Fu-nin, Taotai in 
charge of the tribute grain now en route to 
Peking by the Grand Canal, may be allowed 
to postpone the assumption of the duties 
of Salt Commissioner of the Two Huai, to 
which post he has been recently promoted, 
until he hag delivered the tribute grain at 
its destination. ‘This officer has success- 
fully convoyed the tribute grain by theCanal 
route for two years in succession, and left 
for the north with last year’s grain in the 
month of March with the expectation of 
passing the whole feet into the Shautung 
section during the month of April. With 
the additional grain that is this year being 
conveyed by Grand Canal, amounting to 
over 100,000 piculs, it is essential that opera- 
tions should be superintended by a prac- 
tised hand, as the men entrusted with the 
conveyance of the Chékiang and Kiangsu 
rice are entirely new to the work,—The 
request is granted by Decree earlier issued, 


(3) Lin Shou-t‘u, Special Commissioner 
for the organisation of militia in Fuhkien, 
reports the offer of a contribution of $50,000 
by Yang Ch‘i-wén, a titular official of the 
Chin-chiang District in that province, in 
aid of the expeuses of this force of militia 
or train-bauds. The said Yang Clifi-wén 
asks that in return for this contribution 
lis nephew Yang Pao-tsung may be allowed 
to change his name and be re-invested with 
the degree of Jisiu-ts‘ai of which he had 
been deprived. The money has been ac- 
cepted, and application has been made to 
the high authorilies to act in accordance 
with precedent, 
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(4) A conlribulion of Tls. 1,000 for the 
salue pirpose is also reported by the 
same officer, the contributor in this sus- 
tauce being one Huang, « Secretary of the 
Board of Punishments, who writes to say 
that the money is offered by his mother’s 
orders. 

May 21st.—A Memorial from the Grand 
Secretary Tso, Special. High Military Com- 
missioner in Fuhkien, and Yang Chang- 
chiin, Governor-General of that province, 
reporting the result of their enquiries into 
certain charges brought by au anonymous 
denunciator against the Financial Com- 
missioner at Fouchow, and other provincial 
officers, for misconduct during the period 
covered by the military preparations and 
hostilities in that province, 

Upon receipt of the two Decrees dated 
the 22nd and 23rd of September last, 
referring to these charges aud ordering 
their investigation, the Memorialista at 
once deputed officers with confidential in- 
structious to enquire into each charge 
specifically, to examine and verify the 
documents on record, and to glean the 
sense of popular opinion on the subject. 
This procees has been going on for several 
months past, and has been of so searching 
a uature that it cannot have been possible 
that the rights of the case or its truth 
should have been cloaked or hidden from 
the enguirers. With ‘Their Majesties’ per- 
mission the facts shall now be laid each 
and severally before them : 

Tro commence with the charges against 
Shéu Pao-ching, Financial Commissioner at 
Foochow, who is stated to be obstinately 
self-opinionated, arrogant, cruel and con- 
temptuous of his superiors ; to have steadi- 
ly declined to furnish funds for military 
defence purposes in the furtherance of 
arrangements made by the Governor-Gen- 
eral and Governor under strict commands 
from the ‘Throne; and to have evinced 
no uniformity of procedure in his military 
administration, — 

The Memorialists would observe that 
Shén Pao-ching 1s a mau of firm and un- 
yielding disposition, and it must frankly 
be admitted that he is fond of argument 
when circumstances occur to admit of such. 
The ignorant call this “ arrogance towards 
his superiors,” but those who know him 
are aware that he is only anxious to 
apply the right measures to proper objects, 
The late Governor-General Ho Ching was 
so impressed with his skill and intel- 
ligence, his boldness of action, and his 
defiance of popular prejudice or dislike, 
that he placed him in charge of the Mili- 
tary Secretariat, where his services were 
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availed of for the scrutiny of the grants 
paid to the irregular troops, the purchase 
of amnunitions of war, and the transactton of 
Siinilar business of lmportance and urgency, 
Upon which they took matual counsel and 
advice. ‘Ihe selection of officers, the dril- 
ling of troops, and the development of 
Strategical plans were most certainly not 
Within the province of a Financial Coim- 
Missioner to undertake. 

The expenditure of the Imperial Govern- 
ment ia regulated by fixed laws and the 
Financial Commissioner, who is, 80 to speak, 
the vortex to which all taxation must con- 
verve ; and exercise of care and caution in 
the payment of money is a special obliga- 
tion imposed upen him. The enlistment 
of irregular troops and the purchase of the 
eugines of war are high matters of inilitary 
State policy, and it is inconceivable that the 
Finaucial Cumiissiouer would have ven- 
tured to oppose or infringe upon the line 
of action determined on by the Governor- 
General and Governor. 

It should, moreover, be borne in mind 
that since the autumn before last consider- 
ably over a million taels has been spent in 
Maritime defence, while Chang P‘ei-lun 
upon his arrival in Fubkien commissioned, 
in consultation with the Governor-General, 
the Superintendents of Northern and 
Southern Trade to settle the purchase for 
him of rifles, guns, shot and shell to the 
value of something not less than Ts. 500,000 
or Tis. 600,000, all of which was paid out 
al one time or another by the Office of 
Reorganisation ; sud reports were duly sub- 
mitted tu the Llrone upon each occasion, 
Which reports can be referred to. It cannot 
therefore justly be said of the Financial 
Commissioner that his obstinate refusal 
to pay out money waa a hindrance to milit- 
4ry operations. ; 

Just at the time when preparations for 
defence at the provincial capital were a 
matter of urgency, the gentry of Foochow 
Undertook the organisation of a local militia 
force, and held several consultations on 
the subject, at the office they had eatab- 
lished for that purpose, with the Governor- 
General, Governor, and Provincial Com- 
Mittee of Administration, requeating them 
to issue funds to meet the requisite ex- 
Penditure. The Financial Commissioner 
objected, on the ground that the funds for 
’ this undertaking should be furnished by 
Contributions levied lucally, and that there 
Was no precedent for the application fora 
Public grant towards militia organisation. 

t is possible that the report of his re- 
fusal to pact with funds for military pur- 
boses aruse from this cause. As regards 
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munitions of war, these are a fundamental 
requirement for the successful conduct of 
hostilities, and no one would venture to 
galusay the requirements of Chang P*‘ei- 
Jun, holding as he did a foremost place in 
the van of the army, in the matter of 
torpedoes and war ruckets, which were nut 
manufactured at tle arsenal and of which 
there was a acanty supply in the provincial 
stores; these requisitions being further sup- 
ported with all the invincible weight of his 
exceptional position, ‘I'he rewards, again, 
bestuwed upon the troops were a. special 
donation of the Court, conferred with the 
object of whetting the zeal of the army, 
the men ab Pagoda Anchorage drawing 
their quota from the provincial oftice, 
while special officers were sent to Clifang- 
mén with the amount allotted to the 
men quartered at the place. Payments 
were carefully serntinised in order to 
guard ayainst fraudulent personification, 
aud to secure the receipt of the bouuty 
by those for whom it was actually ine 
tended, and the action of the Financial 
Commissioner in this respect bears no 
aualogy to the hoarding up of bounty 
money with which he is charged, 

Shéu Pao-ching, again, is charged with 
overbearing obatinacy and self-complacency, 
and with exercising his patronage for the 
benefit of his private friends. He is algo 
said to have allowed the Prefect Ch'éng 
Ch‘i-o and the Magistrate Chu Kan-lung to 
serve their private ends in the matter of 
the enlistinent of irregular troops, the pur- 
chase of envines of war, and the construc- 
tion of forts, walls, etc. ‘he Prefect was 
said to be a private aveut of the Financial 
Commissioner inatead of a public servant, 
and to have had a plurality of lucrative 
posts conferred upon him, being by com- 
mon repute a usurper uf powers to which 
he had no right and a notorious taker of 
bribes. 

Iu answer to the above allezations it 
may be observed that although the ataff of 
officers in the province may be large, 
when matters of im,ortance have to be 
dealt with it is essential that the most 
capnble men be selected for their execu- 


tion. This is a rule of universal applica- 
tion. The prefect Ch‘éug Ch'‘i-o has had 


over ten years experieuce as a member of 
the Reorganisation Committee, during which 
time he has given unremitting attention to 
the impartial performance of the duties 
counected with that office, and he is not 
addicted tu social intercourse. 

The Guvernor-General and Govarnor had 
both expressed their high opinion of his 
worth, aud Sheu Pao-chivg was uot the lirst 


— 


to give him employment. Last autumn 
he was appointed Prefect of Taiwan Fu, 
but at the instance of the Guvernor-General 
aud ‘Governor, not at that of Shén Pao- 
ching, he was net allowed to proceed to 
his pew post, in view of the complicated 
relations existing between China and 
France and the pressure of work thrown 
upon the Reorganisation Office, which 
required the guidance of a practised hand. 
It us no unfrequent thing in all the 
ether provinees for capable officera Lo 
be entrusted with a plurality of functions, 
wid for one of these special posts, viz, 
that of reviser of the accounts of outgoing 
vfticials, the Prefect received no extra 
emolament, while the allegation that te 
arcegated sole authority in the enlistment 
of irregulars and the purchase of munitrous 
of war must have been made in ignurance 
of the fact that he held that post in virtue 
of his office as Controller in the Office of 
Reorgagitsation, which has the general direc- 
tion the amilitary supply for the whole 
province, Neither can Shén Pao-ching be 
said to have placed special faith in the 
Prefect in preference to others. Respon- 
sibility and the performance of arduvous 
and important duties are always accom- 
panied with a certain amount of unpopu- 
darity, while the control of taxation ts still 
anore likely to provoke eumity. There is 
auniversal and unanimous testamony to the 
care and attention exercised by the Prefect, 
and there is absolutely 10 evidence in 
support of the charge that he accepted 
bribes, {£ he were really self-seeking he 
would long before have tried to yo to his 
new post; ia it jikely, it may be asked, that 
le would have deferred his departure fur 
the sake of the few taels he received asa 
monthly emoluament for the duties he per- 
formed in Foochovw ? 

Coming next to the consideration of the 
charges brought against Chu Kan-lung, 
Expectant District Mavistrate, the Memo- 
rialists testify to the reputation he had 
earlier acquired for bravery and capacity. 
He was entrusted last year with the con- 
struction of bunding along the face of the 
river at the Kim-p‘at forts and the hewing 
away of the rocks to form a foundation 
upon which to construct fortifications, which 
latter were made of concrete after the 
foreign model at a cost of over T'ls. 21,000. 
No sooner were they completed than they 
had to stand the heavy bombardinent 
of the French fiset upon the 28th and 29th 
of August, when the suldiers on duty ran 
away, with the result that the forts were 
injured. The Memorialist Yang Chifang- 
chitu inspected these forts in persun last 
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autumn, and found that they were admir- 
ably situated, while the concrete walls, 
though somewhat injured, were easily re- 
paired, the interior nut having suffered at 
all, T’hreeguns, it may be added, have 
now been placed in position. As the forts 
were not tenanted during the French 
bombardment they naturally suffered, as 
any fortifications however strong would 
under similar circumstances, and the in- 
jury done was not due to faulty cuonstruc- 
tion. 

So again with the junks laden with 
atone ready for sinking, Forty aud more 
of these Junkse were purchased by Chu Kan- 
lung as a temporary expedient adopted at 
the moment, aud were loaded with stone 
in readiness for use. They were con- 
demned by Chang P‘ei-lun in view of the 
depth of the channel and the swiftness of 
the current, and when the bombardment 
of the Kim-p‘ai forts took place the sol- 
diers placed in charge of them ran away 
and they all stranded on the shallows. 
They were afterwards used, however, to 
form a barrier at Lin-p‘a, showing that 
they were not after all a useless purchase. 

he next charge cousidered by the 
Memorialists is an alleyation against the 
Financial Commissioner to the effect that 
he had deposited certainGovernment mouies 
with the “Fu Kfang” Bank in Chékiang 
the interest on which he appropriated, and 
when the Bank failed and the money was 
not forthcoming he refused to issue funds 
for defeice purposes. 

Zu reply to this charge they state that 
when the Fu Kang” aud other branch 
banks belonging to Hu Kuang-jung failed 
the year before last, Hu Kuang-jung held 


‘monies belonging to the Fouchow Govern- 


met in the fourm of sums deposited against 
drafts ou Peking, funds for the purchase 
of munitiuns of war, and deposits of money 
fer local objects of public charity or utility, 
etc., to the amount of 'I'ls. 231,000. Upon 
the news of Hu Kuang-jung’s failure 
reaching the Financial Commissioner he 
at once wrote to the Chékiang authorities 
asking them to Jay hands on the assets 
of the Bank and to recover the amounts 
due within a given time. Healso sent au 
otticer to Chekiang to keep watch over Hu 
Kuang-jaug and recover the money from 
him, by which means over Tis. 171,000 
were extorted from the banker together 
with drafts on Shanghai to the value of 
Ts, 20,000 odd, lenving a balance still due 
of some T'ls 40,000 for which there were 
assets available in the shape of property. 
The obligations which Hu Kuang-jung was 
under to other provinces were very con- 
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siderable, so that there is some credit due 
tu Shen Pao-ching for the promptitude 
with which he recovered the money he 
managed to secure. The high rauk of the 
Financial Commissioner absolves him, in the 
Memorialists’ opiuion, from the charge of ap- 
propriating the interest on funds for public 
purposes of a charitable or useful nature. 
A complaint of the troops that the rice 
served out to them contained a proportion 
of broken kernels is dismissed as a soldier's 
tale. A further charge of having vied 
with the Salt Comunissioner and other 
oflicials in turning their cash into gold leaf 
for the convenieuce of carriage in the event 
of a stampede is also dismissed with the 
observation that there are no meaus of in- 
Vestivating its truth or falsehood. 

In conclusion the Memorialists censure 
the Financial Commissioner for having 
allowed his brother to remove his family 
from his yamen at a time of popular excite- 
ment, for which act of impropriety they 
cousider that a penalty should be imposed 
upon him. 

For Decree with reference to this Memo- 
rial see Gazette of May Oth. 

May 22ud.—(1) A Decree expressing the 

mporial regrets ab the death of ‘lan Pa- 
ta‘ni, General at Ning-hsia, afler a lung 
and brilliant military career. ‘lhe deceased 
Officer was engaged in all the campaigns 
avaingt the rebels in the reigns Elsien 
Féng and T‘ung Chih, haviny seen active 
service in no less than wine provinces, 
while he was also engaged in the campaign 
beyond the froutier under Liu Chin-t‘ang 
and recovered several cities from the rebels, 
The posthumous honours allotted to Com- 
Manders-in-Chief who die at their pusts 
are to be bestowed upon jim, and a record 
of his career ia to be prepared by the State 

istoriographer’s Oflice. 

(2) I'he Grand Secretary Tso Tsung-t*ang 
aud Yany Ch‘ang-chiin, Governor-General 
at Foochow, submit, in a Sub-Memorial, 
the result of their enquiries into certain 
Charges against the Tao-t‘al Ss‘u-tfu and 
Others whu were accused of keeping the 
Irregular troops under their respective 
Commands below the proper standard sud 
allowing them to vex and oppress thie 
Peoplo, the standard of discipline main- 
tained being very lax. 

Enquiry shows these charges to be to a 
Certain extent (rue, aud the Memorialists 
fiud that the loss of the furts in the Min 
iver is due to tle cowardice of some of 
these troops, Cantonese, who ran away at 
the first alarm, Others stationed in Fuochow 
Were rough in their treatment of the people, 
and caused a collision on one occasion. A 


large number of these regiments have 


* now been disbanded or sent back, and the 


control of the residue has been placed i 
other hands, 

In conclusion the Memorialists suvvesb 
that Chu Ming-liang, one of the ofticers 
impeached, who is eapacitated by age, 
should be foreed to retire on hia present 
rank ; that the ‘Tao-t'ni Shéng Shih-féng, 
who lias been for many years a member of 
the ‘* Foreign ‘Trade Committee,” and alao 
manager of the combined Chinese and 
Foreign Telegraph Adininistration, aud 
bears an indifferent reputation, should be 
deprived of his rank ; aud that Ch‘én Wei- 
han, who had command of the Canton 
irreyulars who were so obnoxious at Fuo- 
chow, should receive a similar penalty, 

For Decree see Guzette of Gt May. 

May 23rd.—The Governor-General Ts*én 
Yii-ying submits a further list of twenty-~ 
seven officers killed during the siege of 
Heiian-kuang in ‘Tonquin, for whom he 
solicits, aud obtains, the bestowal of post- 
humous honours. 

in a second Memorial he solicits similar 
marks of compassion for twenty-three offi- 
cers, civil aud military, who have died in 
Tonquin from the effects of climate. 

May 24th.—(1) The Superintendent of 
Live Stock and House Duty for the Eastern 
Division of Peking reports the total of the 
duties collected by him during the year 
ended April 26th, 1885, to be :— 

Duty on live stock...........-L'ls, 21,199.8 

Duty on building land ...... ,, 1,886.1 
The defictt on the supplementary agsess- 
ment is ‘Ils, 12,953.4.4 which the Memori- 
alist accounts for in the same language 
that is employed year after year, the rea- 
sons given being the decreasing (?) poverty 
of the Manchu population, the high rate of 
silver, the remission of duty on Govern- 
ment horses and the interdiction against 
the sale of horses in Peking itself. 

(2) The Superintendent of Live Stock 
and House Duty for the Western Division 
of Peking reports his collection fur the 
same period to be :— 

Duty on live stock .........Tls. 17,982.1.4 

Duty on live stock from 

the Western Ilills ...... ,, 40.0.0 

Duty on building land... ,, 1,969 3.0 
The deficil on the supplementary assesa- 
ment is Tis. 5,300 which the Memorialist 
accounts for in identical language with that 
of his colleague. 

May 2d5th.—A Decree acknowledging the 
receipt of a report from the Captain-General 
of the Guards’ division announcing the 
arrest of five armed men who had forced 
their way into the Palace precincts, and 





requesting permission to hand them over to 
the Board of Punishments for examination. 
In directing that the men in question be 
handed over to the Board of Punishments 
for rigorous examination and correction, 
the Decree expresses amazement at the 
utter disrevard for the terrurs of the law 
which this audacious forcible entry into 
the Palace betokens, and the officers of the 
Imperial Guard are warned to keep a more 
careful watch when on duty in future. 


May 26 h._({1) A Decree ordering a sub- 
prefect employed on the Yung-ting river 
works in Chibli, who has been detected in 
falsifying the accounts for one of his subor- 
dinates and thereby embezzling Tls. 500, 
to be cashiered and banished intu servitude 
on the military pustroada, 


(2) A Decree directing the bestowal of 
an Liperial autograpliic tablet, in addition 
tu the honours allotted by law, upon an 
aged lady of over ninety years, whose case 
has just been brought tou His Majesty’s 
notice by the Governor-General Li Guny- 
chang. ‘The lady in question, who is the 
mother of Chou Shéng-po, expectant pro- 
vinctal Commander-in-Chief, aud his brother 
Chou Shéng-chi‘uan, Commander-in-Chief of 
Hunan, has seen seven generations, and 
has the felicity of finding herself at the 
present moment with four generations of 
her family around her. 

(3) A Joint Memorial from Wén Haiti 
and Lu P‘éng, the Governor aud Deputy 
Governor of Hé lung Kiang, reporting the 
establishment of frontier guard stations 
alony the Amoor (7?) River in accordance 
with a project that has earlier been 
submitted to the Throne and approved by 
His Majesty. 

Upon receipt of this approval, a Culonel 
was placed at the lead of the survey party 
with directions to make careful explora- 
tions and to report the action he proposed 
to take. This report has nuw reached the 
Momorialists, and iv it the Colonel states 
that he entered the mountains on the 12ch 
of January, in obedience to orders, aud 
after marching throagh snow and over ice, 
penetrating forests and crossing mountain 
yvorges, he at last reached Mu-ho Shan 
(2 ty on the 17th of February where 
his exhurtations to the people have already 
formed the subject of a report sent by 
eXpreas messenger. From Mo-ho Shan lie 
followed couray of the ‘* Great River,” mak- 
ing athorough aurvey as he proceeded from 
Wang-ha-ta (5B 332) to Mo-li (Be FF) aud 
the Lo-k‘o River (ish Foy fay): @ distance of 


over 1,8)0 Zi. On this line twenty points 
fur guard stations were marked out, aa 
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shown in the map which accompanied the 
Colonel's report. 

After a careful consideration of this map 
and its accumpanying explanations the 
Memorialists are of opinion that the best 
positions have been selected for guard 
stations, which are sitirated some eighty or 
ninety di from each other, and are there- 
fore within communicating distance. The 
Bpring having now arrived, the work of erec- 
ting and mauning these stations should at 
ouce be proceeded with, but the distaiee of 
the region from any town, its inaceessibility 
and want of population, will mecessibate 
the conveyauce of their own syapplies aud 
the replenishment thereof from time to 
time by the soldiers themselves, who will 
further have the tmportaut duty imposed 
upon them of preventing the ingress of 
Chinese settlers. Under these circumstances 
the Memorialists consider that one ofticer 
aud ten men for each station (aa previously 
proposed will not be suffeieut at the present 
time and under presents circumstances. 
They purpose, therefore, raising the num- 
ber of men to twenty aé each station, the 
necessary draft being made from the troopa 
stationed in the four towns of He-lung 
Kiang, ‘T'si-tsi-har, Mergven, and Pu-t‘e-ha, 
the establishment of the men and all other 
arrangements being left to Colonel Chfang 
Yiin and the other officers who made the 
preliminary survey. 

May 27th.—The custodians of the Im- 
perial Mausolea report that during the 
10th year of Tung Chih, the Treasury of 
the Mausolea expended the sum of ‘T's. 
14,291 in the manner and for the purposes 
set fourth in a schedule appended to their 
Memorial. 

May 28th.—(1) A Decree calling upon 
all Manchu aud Chinese Vice-Presidents 
of Boards, Secretaries of the Grand Secre- 
tariat and Presidents of minor Metropolitan 
Cuurts of the 3rd, 4th and 5th grades, 
who have passed for the chin shih degree 
and have ever been empleyed as exami- 
ners, to present themselves at the Imperial 
Library on the 10th of June for examina- 
tion. ‘Those who are unwilling to under- 
take the duty of examiners will state the 
fact to the Buard of Ceremonies, who will 
atrike their names off the list of officials 
elivible for that service, 

(2) The Governor of the New Dominion 
reports his intention of transferring his 
headquarters from Hami to Urimintst, 
leaving the former town on the 20th of 
April. The Financial Commissioner has 
already preceded him, and the administra- 
tion at Hami will be left in the hands of 
Wang Chiu-ming, the Grain Commissary. 
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Hami, the Memorialist observes, is the 
central point between the Northern and 
Southern portions of the New Dominion, 
and its position as such would make it 
the natural pivot or axis upon which all 
nilitary movements would turn; but the 
substitution of a civil for a military ad- 
Ininistratiun in this region, as the Memo- 
rialist has already explained in a previous 
Memorial, puts matters on au entirely 
different basis, and points to Urumtsi as 
tle must suitable place for his headquarters 
for the time being, 

May 29th.—(1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of a list vf the ex-officials in 
servitude on the military post roada, which 
was prepared by the Board of Revenue tm 
obedience to command, that His Majesty 
might determine who of them should bene- 
fit by the Act of Amnesty which heralds 
the completion of the first decade of His 
Majesty’s reign. 

‘I'he Decree proceeds first to give a list 
of the ex-ofticials who are precluded from 
participation in this amuesty, the first 
haine ou the list being that of Chang P‘e1- 
lun. Other prominent names on the list 
of those excluded from the Imperial 
buunty are those of Lii Wén-ching (Cap- 
tain Leebuah), and Ho Ju-chang, late Direc- 
ior of the Foochow Arsenal. Amongst 
those released are Pao Ilény, late Financial 
Commissioner in Shansi, and Wang Ting- 
an, late ‘'aotai at Chi-ning at Shansi, who 
were both banished for their participation 
in the fraud connected with the military 
expenditure in Yunnan, 

(2) The Governor-General aud Governor 
at Foochow report the arrival in the pro- 
Vineial capital of ten ghip-wrecked Liu- 
chiuan sailors, whose vessel had been 
blown out of her course while on a voyage 
from Na-pa Fu in Liuchiu to some place 
in the archipelayo, and brought up at Plug. 
tang Ting in the Fulbkien province. Four 
of the men were sent overlaud to Foochow, 
the others remaining on board their junk, 
in which they sailed round to Foochow as 
Boon ag the wid permitted, The usual 
grants of money and provisions will be 
Made io the men, who will, if feasible, be 
Bent back in their own boat. 

May 30th,—(1) A further series of State 
Prayers for rain is announced for the 1st 
Prox, in which His Majesty will take a 
part, the rain which fell ou the 29th being 
Insufficient in quantity. 

The acting Governor of Shansi reports 
Bome further reductions he proposes to 
effect in the expenditure of the province 
by amalgamating certain offives aud depart- 
vents, ‘These effurte at retreuchiment are 


made in response to an Imperial Decree, 
ordering provincial high authorities to give 
their atteution to a suggestion from one 
Wu, @ provincial graduate, that by the 
abolition of special chii or bureaux and 
tax atations reductions in the Government 
expenditure could be effected. 

The Memorialist commences by explain- 
ing that the chz, or bureaux, established 
in Shansi may be divided into two classes, 
viz ; those which are maintained by money 
which has to be accounted for to the Board 
of Revenue, and those which are main- 
tained by local endowments. With the 
latter, among which may be included the 
house of detention for witnesses, the iron 
tribute contribution office, the book shops 
for the sale of cheap classical literature, the 
provincial topographical record oftice, and 
so forth, the Imperial revenue is practically 
not concerned, so that they are left out 
of consideration, The other establishments, 
such as the record office, the military 
secretariat, military store department, 
tithing office, and office of reorganisa- 
tion, etc., are maintained by funds of 
which au account has to be rendered. The 
total cost of their maintenance used to be 
some Ts, 57,000 a year, but it was reduced 
last year to Tis. 40,000, which is the 
lowest possible estimate compatible with 
efliciency, Further reduction cau only be 
made by amalyamating departments and 
placing them under charge of one officer 
instead of two, and it is now proposed to 
amalgamate in this mauner the Military 
secretariat aud military store department, 
the postal department and tithing office and 
the military defence office and oftice of 
reorganisation, the last two being again a- 
malgamated with the office known as the 
Cufing-yuian Chi, or ‘source purifying” 
office (the duty of which is to audit and 
scrutinise all returns of revenue). 

By this means, and the reduction of the 
annual grant to the offices for the promo- 
tion of the growth of the mulberry and the 
cure of opium smoking respectively, from 
Tls. 16,000 to Tls, 7,000, the total ex- 
penditure for the establishments named 
above can be reduced to Tls. 22,000 odd. 

The Memorialist deprecates any reduc- 
tion in the number of subsidiary tax 
stations, as it is necessary that every ronte 
should be commanded by an inspecting 
barrier in order to prevent the evasion of 
the revenue, iu which there is only too 
great proneness to indulge, 

May 3lst.—The Governor of the Metro- 
politan Prefecture reports a fall of rain in 
the capital to the extent of an inch aud 
upwards of saturation, 
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1) A Decree dismissing an apppeal, 
through the Court of Censors, by Chou 
Kuan, late prefect of Ju-ning Fu in Aonan, 
against his dismissal from the public service, 
which he states was due to unjust accusa- 
tions against him. 

June 1st,—No documents of importance. 

June 2nd,—(1) A long explanatory 
Memorial from the Governor-General in 
Kansu with reference to a set of rules in 
twelve articles, under which permanent 
garrisons are to be re-established in Kansu 
in place of irregular troops, and to one of 
which the Board of War objected that the 
proposal to form a dismounted cavalry 
corps was a misnomer. The Memurialist 
stales that ever since the rebellion the 
organised military force of Kausu has not 
been up to half of the standard number, 
and those that did exist, whether cavalry, 
infantry, or garrison regiments the same 
monthly pay per man, viz: one tael has 
been given for the last seven years, the 
only difference between the cavalry and 
infautry soldier being that the former gets 
two piculs of grain more than the latter. 
He adds that only the nou-commissoned 
officers of the cavalry regiments are mount- 
ed, aud justifies the arrangements he has 
made as being the best possible with the 
limited funds at his disposal. He men- 
tions incidentally that the military force 
which he proposes to maintain in Kansu 
ia to cousists of Kighteen Banners of 
infantry and Bight Bauners of cavalry 
at an annual expenditure of T'ls. 830,000. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kirin, who states with reference to the 
additional force of seven battalious and a 
half which he was called upon to enrol fur 
defence purposes last year, that having sent 
in accounts of the expenditure incurred in 
equippmiy and housing these treops, the 
Board ot Work: have written to say that 
tlhe Memorialist should have obtained the 
Imperial sanction before incurring this ex- 
penditure. ‘They further object to providing 


with tents men who have barrack accommo- - 


dation furnished them. In reply to the 
first objection, the Memorialist and his 
colleague, in whose joint names the 
Memorial is drawn up, contend that in 
furnishing this new force with the neces- 
sary clothes, arms, banners, sadulery and 
accoutrements, aud iv building barracks 
aud stabling forthem, regulations have been 
followed which have received the Imperial 
sanction, These regulations provide for 
the equipment aud housing of a uewly 
organised force by special funds, ifs main- 
tenance, when oncs eqiipped, being cun- 
tinued by the cummanders, whe have tu 


make good deficiencies and pay for repairs 
out of the regular funds allowed them. 
In the present instance this course has been 
followed, and the Government grant of 
Tis. 8 per chien for suldiers’ quartera and 
Tis. 5 per chien for stabling has been drawn, 
This is really insufficient, but it has been 
made to do, as the men have built their 
own barracks and atabling. 

As regards the rule that no tents shall be 
allowed to men wlio have barrack accom- 
modation found them, the Memorialists 
point out that although thia is the rule, its 
application in inadvisable in Kirin where 
barracks are sometimes as much as several 
hundred iniles apart, so that when the 
frontier guard stations are relisved the 
meu have to march long distances to and 
from their posta, and tents become a matter 
of necessity. 

They add that 800 pieces of musketry 


described as ARK » probably the 
double matchlock with percussion cap locks 


affixed, have been ordered to be made for 
the new troops, and returns of this and all 
other expenditure will be sent in to the 
Board as it is incurred. 

Juno 38rd.—(1) A Memorial from the 
chiefs of the Mongolian Superintendency, 
occupying the whole of this day’s issuy, 
with reference to the disputed boundary 
question between the Talate and TSumed 
tribes occupying the region northward of 
Shensi and to the west of Shanst. 

A certain metropolitan official having 
criticised the decision of the Tartar Gene- 
ral at Sui yuan Chi‘énug, who was called 
upon to settle the dispute, the Mongolian 
Superintendency were directed to consider 
his suggestion to the effect that ag the 
whole point at issue was where the Yellow 
River used to run, that river admit- 
tedly forming the border between the 
two tribes, this should be ascertained, 
aud the dispute settled on that basis, the 
records in the Mongolian Superintendency 
furnishing the necessary information. This 
Decree was shortly followed by a second, 
calling for promptitude in furnishing the 
report demanded. 

The Mongolian Superintendency, in 
obedience to this second summons, proceed 
to submit a hisiory of this dispute from 
firat to laat. The matter was firat reported 
to their office by the Tartar General at 
Sui-yiian, who asked thei to look up their 
charts and archives and tell him what the 
actual boundaries were. They replied that 
they had no records on the subject, and 
that he must settle the casein concert with 
the Governor of Kuei-hua Ch‘éng. In re- 
ply he reported that he had discovered 
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some records of the time of Ch‘ien Lung 
in which certain pointe of limitation 
were laid down, and it was stated 
that any land that might be formed by the 
silting up of the river would belong to the 
T*‘umeds, The Yellow River having changed 
its course, he accordingly proposed to give 
the land that had been formed on tte 
northern bank, some ten (2 in length by a 
hundred and thirty Zi east aud west, to the 
‘T'‘umed tribe, and to make tlie line thus 
formed the permanent boundary, quite 
independently of any future charges that 
might occur in the course of the Yollow 
hRiver. 

Lo thia the Superintendency replied that 
a definite line of demarcation was required 
to avoid similar disputes in future, and 
they directed the Tartar Geueral to go into 
the matter again. 

The Captain General of the Ikh Chao 
League then sent in a report giving Jiis 
version of the dispute, and saying that the 
‘I‘umeds were in the wrong, while certain 
murders committed by them in the struggle 
for the territory in dispute had never 
been cleared up. 

The Superintendency then ordered the 
question to be gone into by a Joint Com- 
mission of Euquiry composed of the Tartar 
General at Sui-yuan, the Governor of Kuei- 
hua Ch‘éng, and the Captain General of the 
Ikh Chao League. The former then re- 
ported to His Majesty that the names of 
the places on the plans respectively pro- 
duced by the dieputants required verifica- 
lion, as they were not identical, that he 
anticipated further disputes and bloodshed 
now that the season for farming was 
coming on, and suggested therefore that 
the Mongolian Superintendency should 
seud an officer to mark out the boundary 
line. : 

To this the Superintendency objected, 
on the ground that matters uf this surt be- 
longed properly to the province of the 
Tartar Geuerals and Military Governors, 
and once more suggested that the above- 
Named Commission of Enquiry should be 
Called upon to settle the disputes. This 
Suggestion was sanctioned by Decree, and 
& Tepresentation was afterwards received 
by the Captain General of the Ikh Chao 
League giving a Jong story of the rights of 
the case as he widerstood them and obj ct- 
ing to the undue partiality for the Pumeds 
displayed by the Governor of Kuei-hua 
Ch‘éug, concluding with a request that his 
Objections might be submitted to the 
Throne, While on the point of acting upon 
thia report, the Memorial of the Tartar 
General Sui-yuan waa sent down to the 


Superintendency with orders to act upon 
a suggestion of the Memorialist that the 
head of the Talates should receive a 
penalty and the assistant daidji be cashiered. 

Meanwhile they have been culled upon 
to reply to the objections raised by the 
metropolitan official, and having reviewed 
the various stages of this case, they have 
now to remark that although the lines of 
delimitation have been laid down by the 
Tartar General and his colleagues after 
hearing the evidence on both sides,.there 
is nothing sufficiently tangible about the 
settlement to convince either side of its 
equity aud finality. The Superintendency 
then goes on to say that on reference to 
their statutes they find that certain boun- 
dary lines are laid down delimiting the area 
assigned to the T‘umed and other tribes, 
which they name, although the Talates 
are not specifically mentioned in these. 
statutes, as the Yellow River appears to 
have been the boundary line which divided 
the territory in dispute, the statutes which 
they quote from are so explicit on this 
point that the case should be dealt with as 
there laid down. However contumacious 
the Talates chief may be, the Superinten- 
tendency quite agree with the metropoli- 
tan official in his contention that if the 
Tartar General will carefully survey the 
ground by the maps he cannot fail to arrive 
at the bottom of the matter, aud they 
would suggest that the Tartar General be 
called upon by His Majesty to explain 
whether on no he has worked from original 
maps in the decision he has come to in the 
mmatter in dispute, and why he has not 
taken action in accordance with the law. 

Instructions in the above sense have 
been conveyed in a Decree separately 
published. | 

June 4th.—The Superintendency of Cua- 
toms at Kalgan report that the revenue 
collected at that establishment from the 
2nd of the 2nd moon of the 9th year of 
T'ung Chih to the 1st of the 2nd moon of 
the 10th year was Tls. 360,024 and 3,250 
atrinys of cash, 

June 5th.—(1) A Memorial from Shao 
Ch‘, Governor of Chfahar, submitting the 
result of his enquiries tnto the disputed 
boundary question between the Tumed 
and Talate tribes which formed the gub- 
ject of the Memorial from the Mongolian 
Superintendency published in yesterday’s 
issue, and in auswer to which Memorial 
his appointment as Special Commissioner 
waa made. 

The cunclusion he comes to after a careful 
perusal of all the documents connected 
with the case and the old records pro- 


ducible is that the bed of the Yellow River 
as it was in the 51st year of the reign 
Ch‘ien Lung should be the dividing line. 
Unfortunately no maps showing the exact 
line which the river took in those days cau 
be produced, and the river haa split up 
into so many channels since, that it is now 
utterly impossible to say what was the 
original bed. Under these circumstances 
the Memorialist has had no resource but to 
fall back upon the records and modern 
maps, and by the light of these aids to 
give a fair and impartial opinion unpre- 
judiced by any former awards that have 
been made. His researches lead him to 
the opinion that of the land in dispute 
nix-teuths should go to the T‘umeds and 
four-tenths to the Talates, certain bound- 
ary marks erected in the reign Ch‘ien Lung 
being taken as the line of delimitation, 

(2) In asub-Memorial the same officer 
refers to a proposal from the Acting 
Governor of Shansi with respect to the 
organisation of a force of ‘I'‘umed Mongols. 
The Memorialist points out that if, as sug- 
geated by the Acting Governor, this force 
be made a thousand strong, its maintenance 
will require a monthly expenditure of five 
or six thousand taels, which makes an 
annual total considerably in excess of the 
Tls. 16,000 suggested by the Acting Gov- 
ernor, As, however, the rents obtainable 
from the land the disputed ownership of 
which has been the subject of the Memo- 
rialista’ investiyations, will amount annu- 
ally to some ‘I'ls, 100,000, the T‘umeds’ 
share of which will he from Tls, 40,000 to 
Tls. 50,000, the proceeds of the rental of 
the T‘umed land might ba sent to the 
Tartar General at Sui-yuan. This officer 
should be instructed to devote the money 
to the formation of a force of young aud 
lusty Tumed Mongols between the ages of 
twenty and thirty, who would be consider- 
ably better off if enrolled in this manner 
than the ordinary Mongol soldier. The 
deposit money known as ya huang a8 oF 
required from Chinese tenants before eu- 
tering into occupation of the land would 
serve to provide the necessary equipment. 

June Gth.—(1) A Decree referring to the 
receipt from the Board of Punishments of 
a report of the result of their trial of the 
men who effected a forcible entrance into 
the ‘‘ Forbidden City ” aud whose sentence 
of death has been confirmed by separate 
Decree. The fact that these men should 
have been allowed to effect this forcible 
entry betokens abominable carelessueas on 
the part of the officer of the Guards on 
duty upon the occasion, and this officer, 
Eu Ch‘iian by name, is accordingly com- 
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mitted to the Board for the determination 
of a severe form of penalty, as ia also the 
Secretary on duty at the ‘luug-hua gate 
upon the same day. 

(2) A Decree ordering the custodians 
of the Imperial Gardens to be committed 
to the Board for the determination of a 
penalty, and a certain Secretary called Li 
Shaun to be deprived of his button, for the 
careless manner in which they have at- 
tended to their duties. His Majesty 
noticed yesterday, the Decree states, that 
the walls of the parka or gardens kuown as 
the Nan and Pei Hai had been broken down 
in a number of places, and there were foot- 
prints to and from the different buildings 
in the grounds, mauifestly showing that 
the place was invaded by trespassers. 

(3) An application from the Grand 
Secretary Yén Ching-ming for permiasion 
to vacate his offices on the ground of ill- 
health and advancing years, Hoe is suffer- 
ing from rheumatic pains and swelling of 
the extremities, which, at his time of life, 
he being on the verge of seventy years of 
age, are not easily cured. He prays, thero- 
fore, for permission to vacate all hia posts 
aud offices and to devote himself to the 
care of his health, undertaking upon re- 
covery to place himself once more at this 
Majesty’s disposal.—By a Decree earlier 
issued his reqnest is refused, and he is 
granted more leave. 

June 7th.—(1) His Majesty will again 
pray for rain ou the 10th inst., the amount 
that has fallen being insufficient for the 
requirements of the harvest. 

(2) A Memorial from Ming Ch‘an, Im- 
perial Agent at Hami(?) with reference to a 
certain Expectant General known as Chih 
Shéng, but who wished to change his name 
to Yang Chih-shéng. ‘This officer when a 
boy of twelve years old was carried off by 
the rebels from Luug Chou in Shausi, his 
father, whose name was Yang, as well as 
his mother and brothers being massacred. 
He waa carried by the rebels to Kanau and 
was there rescued by an officer of the “Chien 
Tui” regiment called Ch‘ing Hsing, who 
ndopted him as his son and called him 
Chih Shéng. Chih Shéng joined the 
Chien Tui’ regiment, which he accom- 
panied through many actions, and out of 
yratitude for the goodness of his adopted 
father he did not assume his own name, 
but answered to that of Chih Shéng. Subse- 
quently, however, he determined to resume 
his father’s name of Yang and call himself 
Yang Chih-shéng. This change was duly 
reported to His Majesty, and the Board 
were Instructed to ‘take cognisance of the 
fact;” but they wrote to say that the 
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regulations required that His Majesty's 


perniission should be asked for the change. 
This was done, and the Board then said 
that it would be necessary to state to what 
Banner Ch ‘ing Haiug, the General’s adopted 
father, belonged, and obtain the particulars 
of the latter's parentage from the captain 
of his division. On being applied to for 
these particulars Chih Shéng states that 
his adopted father had never told him to 
what Banver he belonged or to what divi- 
sion, and after careful enquiry amongst 
the different towns of Ili, eighty or ninety 
per cent. of the Manchu occupants of which 
were killed during the rebellion, he could 
find no relatives of the late Ch‘ing Hsing. 
‘hia was duly reported to the Throne, and 
the matter having being referred to the 
Buard they disallowed the application for 
reasons stated in a report of which a copy 
was forwarded to the Memorialist. 

Lhe application ought properly now to 
be abandoned, but as this is not a case of 
au officer Wishing to insert himself into a 
Banner but to assume his proper name of 
Yang, it is inexpedient that he should con- 
tinue to be designated by a Manchu sur- 
name, The changing of his name by 4 
military officer is, moreover, stated in the 
work kaown as the oh ie KE to be per- 
missible provided that the applicant lies 
under no Imperial ban, such as deprivation 
of the privilege of recommendation for 
promotion, debarment for ever from em- 
ployment in an official capacity, and so 
forth. Similar permission under the same 
conditiona is given to Chinese officers 
who had beeu adopted by someone of 
auother name and wished to resume their 
original name in consequence of heirs 
being born to their parents by adoption, 
it being understood that such chanye of 
name is not made with a view to escape 
taxation, avoid government service, aud 
so forth, aud that the application is 
supported by certain certificates. The 
revulatiuous of the Board of Wae also 
grant the same permission under certain 
conditions, and in a subsequent Memorial 
to the Throne, requesting that no officers 
be thereafter allowed to change their 
names in consequence of the irregulari- 
ties and abuses that the practice caused, 
special exception was made in the case of 
wef or foster-children. Chih Shéng 
fulfils all the above conditions aud has never 
left his regiment, so that his character and 
antecedeuts are well known ; aud the Memo- 
rialist therefore hopes that he may be 
allowed to resume his own name Yang and 
he eurolled on the registers of Lung Chou, 
the usual certificatea being of courae sup- 
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plied that he has fulfilled the required 


conditions of character etc, 

Rescript : Let it be as requested. The 
Board of War will take cognisauce. 

June 8th.—(1) A long Memorial from 
the Governor of Ch’ahar in which he cou- 
siders one by one number of charges 
brought against the Tartar General of Sui- 
yuan Ch‘éng and the other officers engaged 
in the investigation of dispute between the 
Talate aud T‘umed tribes. These officers 
are accused amougst other charges of un- 
fairness and partiality in the decision 
arrived at by them, but it will not be 
necessary for the Memorialist to consider 
this point, aa his long report upon the mat- 
tes in dispute is befure His Majeaty, who 
will naturally be in a position to form an 
opinion as to the equity or the reverse of 
the award given by the Commission of 
Enquiry. 

The other charges gone into all bear 
upon the same case, but the paper ia not 
of sufficient interest to repay perusal. 

(2) ‘The Governor General and Governor 
of Hupei report the death of Tso Kuang- 
péh, Naval Commander-in-Chief of that 
province. The deceased officer died from 
the effects of exposure to the fierce sun 
while superiutending the constructions and 
repair of the forts upon the Yangteze, 
breathing his last upon the 31st of January, 
The usual account of the career of the de- 
ceased is furnished, with a list of the 
actions ab which he was present, and the 
posthumous honours are solicited for him 
which are allotted to Commanders-in-Chief 
who die at their posts. 

The request is granted by Rescript. 

June 9th.—(t) A Memorial from the 
Acting Governor of Anhui. 

fhe Memorialist’s predecessor received 
last year, through the Grand Oouncil, a 
command from His Majesty calling upon 
hin to cause search to be made in the Hai 
district for a wild medicinal root known aa 
chu (AY), the supply previously sent to the 


Office of the Imperial Household being 
nearly exhausted. Instructions were sent 
to the Governor of Chekiang at the same 
time to make similar search in the Yii- 
ch‘ien District, The necessary orders were 
at once given by the Memorialist’s pre- 
decessor to the Prefect of Hui-chou and the 
Magistrate of the District in question, who 
succeeded in collecting over thirty ounces 
of the root, which were sent to the Offiee 
of the Imperial Household, His Majesty 
being informed at the time that more 
should be sent as soon as it could be found. 

The Prefect and Magistrate now report 
that this species of wild chwisscarce and the 
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good quality scarcer still, so that the 
supply diminishes in proportion to the 
amount that is gathered. Moreover tlie 
fresh roots when gathered have to be 
exposed to the action of the sun’s 
rays, and thoroughly bleached before 
the good specimens can be picked ont. 
With the aid of a gentleman called Pa 
Tang-i, who is an expert in the matter of 
drugs, 56 ounces in all of genuine wild chu 
had now been obtained. This has been 
packed in four boxes which have been sent 
to the Office of the Imperial Household in 
charge of a special officer, 

(2) The remainder of this day’s issue is 
occupied with two Memorials from the 
Acting Governor of Shansi, the firat of 
which is a denunciation of the officers 
forming the Commission of Enguiry into 
the dispute between the Talate and T‘umed 
tribes, This has already been referred to 
in the report of the Governor of Ch‘ahar, 
published in yesterday’s issue, in which he 
leaves the matter to His Majesty’s decision 
on the facts as they have been placed before 
him in the Governor’s earlier reports. 

In the second Memorial a strong picture 
is drawn of the misery and poverty that 
prevails amongst the Mongol troops of the 

‘umed tribe. At the commencement of 
the dynasty, he says, neither the officers 
nor the men of the T‘umed Mongol Corps 
at Kuei-hua Ch‘éng had any pay given 
them, each family having an allotment of 
four ch‘ing of land, which was quite 
enough for the support of its members, 
As time went on and these families. in- 
creased, the land was distributed amongst 
the various branches who naturally obtained 
smaller and smaller allotments until at last 
the land would not support them, while 
the land allotted to families which became 
extinct was absorbed by the officers charged 
with the superintendence of its distribution. 
The soldiers, moreover, were not allowed 
to exchange holdings, or to pass Jand from 
one to another, so that by degrees the 
land got more and more into the hands of 
the officials, the soldier getting poorer and 
poorer and the officers richer and richer. 

When the youth of the Banner reach the 
age of sixteen their names are entered on 
tlhe register, and they are called upon to 
pay one thousand some hundred cash every 
spring and autumn to which the name of 
{i 3EZ is given, and which seems to be a 
sort of payment iu lieu of any corvée or 
service that may be required of the mem- 
bers of the Banner, and the levies de- 
manuded of them are specially onerous 
when the season comes round for taking 
the census, 


The soldiers belonging to this corps live 
scattered amongst the hamlets aud villages, 
aud have never done any drill, so that 
with the best intentions in the world they 
have uo means of advancement; the sickly 
and the weak become the victims of cold 
and hunger, while the hardier members 
take to brigandage for a livelihood and are 
scattered over the country. 

There are twelve tsan ling, or Colonels, 
attached to this Banner, nut one of whom 
geta a fraction of pay, and notwithstanding 
this fact there is not one of them whio is 
not handsomely lodged or is not the pos- 
sessors of rich lauds, while it should be 
added that as the post is nut hereditary 
the wealth they enjoy is not the accumu- 
lation of riches amassed by their predeces- 
sors. The corps is supposed to meet for 
drill twice a year, when they are required 
by regulation to muster a thousand strong 
and yo through a mouth’s drill, each svui- 
dier receiving a grant of 5 candareens a 
day, making a total monthly grant of ‘Tis. 
3000, with Tis. 4000 more for sundry 
expenditure. ‘This money is all drawn 
from the Kuei-hua Customs year by year, 
aud the Memorialist hears that a score or 
two of men only attend the six-monthly 
drills, which are held for three or four 
days only instead of a month, so that 
the question arises what becomes of the 
money drawn? It is not surprising that 
under these circumstances the soldiers 
become idle, listless, and seekers of ease, 
while as they have neither horses nor arms 
it is needless to say that they do not make 
a study of inilitary evolutions. 

While the Memorialist does not pretend 
to say that this state of things commenced 
under the régime of the present Lieutenant 
General in command, he has been so long 
in office that he doubtless Jikes to stand 
well with his subordinates, who consequent- 
ly indulge in all sorts of irregularities, 

In conclusion the Memorialist gives a 
suinmary of the income which is annually 
received from various sources for the benefit 
of this Banner, amounting in the aggregate 
to Tis, 16,000. 


The individuals who have the handling 
of this money, he asserts, have no thought 
but how to appropriate it to their own use, 
and in addition to the above amount a 
large income is derived from coal mines, 
pasturage grounds and house property, all 
of which if properly accounted for and 
legitimately applied would enable the force, 
to be augmented and gradually ex'ract the 
soldiers from the depth of poverty aud 
wretcheduess in which they are now 
plunged, 
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June 10th,.—No document of importance. 

June 11th.—(1) A Memorial from Eu 
Ch‘iian, chamberlain of the Guard, 

On the 24th of May the Memorialist 
came on for duty at the Ching-yiin gate 
when he was informed by the keeper of the 
keys that the Secretary on duty at the 
Tung-hua gate had reported as follows :— 

Just now before the gates were closed, 
he saw five men running wildly, whorushed 
through the gate and entered the Inner 
precincts before the officers and men on 
yuard had time to atop them. While they 
were in pursuit, some men of the Peking 
Field Force came to their aid and helped 
them to catch the run-aways, upon whose 
persons were found one foreign firearm, 
one whip with a seven-kuotted lash, 


three staves and one rz -f $f, or blud- 
geon with a piece of wood attached to 
the end, something like a flail. The 
Memorialist interrogated the men him- 
self, but their answers were most evasive, 
and they persistently refused to trll the 
truth. He cannot help feeling that there 
ia something behind this invasion of the 
sacred precincts by armed men_ which 
remains yet to be discovered, especially as 
the hour was already 7 p.m., the time for 
closing the gate. ‘he men were handed 
over to the Lieutenant on duty, and the 


Memorialist has now to pray that His 


Majesty will give orders that the five men 
together with the weapons found upon 
them, may be consigned to the Board of 
Punishments, with orders to put them to 
the queation and discover the truth of this 
affair.—See Decree of 6th June. 

(2) Asub-Memorial from the Governor of 
Shantung reporting the departure of the 
Fiuancial Commissioner to perform the 
annual sacrifice on the mountain called 
Tai Shan, which is held on the 18th day 
of the 4th moon, The incense which is 
annually granted by His Majesty for this 
ceremony was duly sent to the Mcmorialist 
by the hand of a member of the office of 
the Imperial Household, and the Financial 
Commissioner left for the mountain on the 
A5th of the moon, with instructions to 
ascend it and reverently make preparations 
for the sacrificial observances which he is 
to hold in furtherance of the desire of the 
Sacred Master to pray fur the prosperity of 
his subjects. 

(3) Ihe Governor of Uliasut‘ai and his 
colleague report that in accordance with 
custum they have granted a passport to a 
tsung kuan and fourteen Lamas of the 
Mingad tribe giving them permission to go 
to Urga and do homage to the Chep- 
tsundampa Hutukt‘u, the Metropolitan of 


the Khalka tribes, who resides in that city, 
They have been informed that they must 
return directly they have performed tlhe 
obeisance which is the object of their 
mission. 

June 12th.—(1) Ch‘én Jung-ching, Fin- 
ancial Commissioner of Yiinnan, is transfer- 
red to Canton, his place being filled by 
P‘ang Chi-yiiu, Financial Commissioner of 
Hunan, 

(2) A sub-Memorial from Ting Pao- 
chéng, Governor-General of Szechuen. 

Shih Kuang-hai, Sub-prefect of l’a Chien 
Lu, and Chou Shang-lta, Commissary at 
Pa-t‘ang, report that they have received the 
following petition Lo-tsung-tan, Noméu- 
han, Hutukt‘u and Chief Abbot, (Nomén- 
han, Prince, Raja, or Khan, Hutukt‘u Saint) 
with other officials and people lay and 
cleric, of the tribe or Kingdom of Cha- 
liao (eT) : 

‘<The people of Cha-liao, lay and cleric, 
have been submissive to the Heavenly 
Dynasty ever since the reign K‘ang Hai, 
aud have furnished men and horsea for the 
postal service over twelve stages on the 
road to Tibet, viz: from the river and 
barrier stations forming their boundary 
on the east to the boundaries of Chamdu 
on the west. The country of Cha-liao, 
minoreover, has boundaries conterminous 


with the the Yen (3); upper, middle and 
lower, and the people are constantly on 
the guard against incursions by the Chia- 


pa (FIA) aborigines. 


‘‘They would further beg permission to 
state that many years avo their Nomén-han 
Hutuktu furnished a contribution of money 
for military expenditure and food, and 
was honoured with employment with the 
troops on three occasions iu the war with 


the Ghoorkas and the Chan-tui (3A) peo- 
ple, when over 14,000 men, members of 
his Kingdom, were engaged, and more than 
five thousand of them were killed and 
wounded. All this occurred about one 
hundred and eighty odd years ago, since 
which time the people have never ventured 
to fail inthe duty and obligatory service 
that they owe. 

‘‘The thought none the less suggests 
itself to them that Pa-t‘ang, Chamdo, and 
all their neighbours have obtained the 
privilege of offering tribute with a prayer 
for its presentation to Hia Majesty, Cha- 
liao alone being excluded from participa- 
tion in this privilege and thus being 
deprived of any means of requiting the 
Bounty of their Mighty Emperor. ‘They 
prayed therefore that their case might be 
represented in high quarters and permis- 
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sion solicited from His Majesty for them 
to join the rest in presenting offerings of 
tribute,” 

The sub-Prefect and Commissary add 
that they personally questioned the lead 
men and others who brought the petition, 
when they stated that they were whully 
indebted to the Bounty of the Heavenly 
Dynasty for the food they eat and thie 
ground they trod, and, in the opinion of 
these two officers, as the present desire of 
these people to join the company of those 
who presented offering of tribute was 
prompted by motives of geuuine sincerily, 
it would be inexpedient to check their 
aspirations in the direction of civilisation. 

The Memorialist would remark with re- 
ference to the foregoing that of all the 
peoples located on the further side of 
the river the Cha-liao possess the widest 
extent of territory, and are the most 
powerful, Their burders are interlocked 
wit those of Pa-t‘ang, Chamdo and other 
places, and they have always been a terror 
to the Three Yeu aborigines. Although their 
ruler received the title of Hutukt‘u many 
years ago it has vever been confirmed 
by a written document. Since and during 
the reigns Heien Féuy and Tung Chil the 
border tribes have constantly committed 
raids and raised disturbances ; but since the 
correction administered to the Three Yén, 
the delimitation of the Chan-tui boundaries, 
and the settlement of the serious cases of 
the Ma-shu and K'ung-sa, the barbarian 
aborigines have gradually come within the 
pale of discipline. A general consideration 
of the frontier question, however, leads 
the Memorialist tu the conclusion that as 
Chau-tui has now reverted to Tibet it is 
certainly iuexpedient that the Cha-liao 
and Three Yér. peoples should be allowed 
to remain entirely independent of some 
Bupreme control, for, after all, they cause 
a break in the continuity of the chain of 
frontier defence, Whon the Taotai ‘Ting 
Shih-pin went to Tibet -Jast year in obedi- 
ence to Imperial Command to enquire into 
and deal with the Ghoorke case, the Cha- 
liao people made the above matter the 
subject of repeated and earnest appeal to 
hin when he arrived at Pa-t‘ang. He 
soothed aud stimulated them with soft 
words, and obtained from them mapa of 
their country aud registers of their popula- 
tion, and called upou them to continue as 
heretofore to perform the service required 
of them, sending meauwhile a secrot re- 
port to the Memorialist who made the 
matter the subject of careful enquiry and 
found the ‘lao-t‘ai’s statements to be 
correct. Nuw tliat the foregoing applica- 


tion has been received from the sub- 
prefect and comuinissary, in whose charge 
these matters are, and who discover that 
the desire of these people to turn to civili- 
antion is perfectly sincere, the Memorialiat 
ventures to beg His Majesty to graut the 
prayer of these people and allow them 
to join the Chamdo and other peoples 
in the privilege of offering tribute, thus 
giving scope tu the feeling of loyalty which 
has been repressed for the past century, 
and following @ course which is eminently 
of benefit when considered in the light of 
of the important question of froutier 
vlicy, 

The Memorialist would further ask that 
the Mongulian Superintendency might be 
instructed to search their archives for a 
record of the bestowal by the Throne of 
the title of Hutukt‘u upon the ruler of this 
people after the war with the Ghoorkas 
aud others, as well as of the buttons aud 
breveta conferred upon the chieftains, 
and grant the lionours accordingly. 

June 13th.—A Memorial from P‘éng 
Yii-lin, Military Commissioner at Canton. 
A previous Literary Chaucellor of Hunan 
erected last year a school or college at 
Héng-yang Asien in that province, which 
is the Memorialist’s native place, aud the 
establishment was subsequently endowed 
with a sum of money by the present 
Governor-General at Nanking, who further 
presented the institution with some type 
for printing educational works. The situ- 
ation was found unsuitable for study, as it 
was too cluse to the street, and it was 
removed to an island called Tuny-chou in 
the Hsiang river and constructed upon a 
site presented by the Memorialist, the 
funds for ils maintenauce being raised 
by public subscription amongs the gentry 
of Héng-chow Fu, Yung Chow, Ch‘éu 
Chow and Kuel-yang Chow, the cun- 
trol being vested in the Taotai of that 
circuit, by whom the professors are enpayed. 
A code of rules has been drawn up by. 
which the management of the college is to 
be regulated, and a copy of them has 
been seut to the Board to be placed on 
record, His Majesty boing solicited to [ree 
the management of the college from the 
obligation to furnish accounts of the cost 
of the construction of the new buildings. 
The institution, the Memorialist states, is 
to be called the Ch‘uan Shan college, after 
a famous scholar called Wang Fu-chih, 
who refused to take service under Wu San- 
kuei when he threw off his allegiance to 
the Manchu dynasty in 1674, and retired 
to a winall mud cabin on a hill known as 
the Shih Clifuau Shan, where he cmployed 
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himself in annotating various classical 
works which are studied to this day. 


June 14th.—(Court Circular) Yén Lu 
and his Associates report the completion of 
the dusting and airing of the ‘* Veritable 
Record.” 

Hai Chén and his Associate (Tang Ch ‘éng- 
hsiu) paid their respects on their return 
from Tientsin (at the conclusion of the 
French Treaty negotiations) and were re- 
ceived in audience. 

The Governor of the Metropolitan Pre- 
fecture reports a fall of rain in Peking to 
the depth of one inch and upwards of 
saturation, 


June 15th.—No documents of import- 
ance. 


June 16th.—A Memorial from the Board 
of War soliciting His Majesty’s commands 
Upon a Certain matter. 

The Board have received an official com- 
munication from the Board of Punishments 
informing them that that Board had made 
a joint representation to the Throne with 
the Grand Secretariat with reference to 
the Act of Grace promulgated on the 4th 
day of the 1st moon of the present year in 
which they were called upon to ascertain 
the number of criminals under sentence 
of decapitation or strangulation, with 
convicts of the chin and liw class, and 
arrange for the mitigation of the sen- 
tences they were respectively lying under 
or undergoing. They informed His Majesty 
in this Memorial that the Board of War 
should be written to to deal with official 
crimiuvals coudemned to servitude on the 
post roads in the manner prescribed by 
law, and to these suggestions the Imperial 
asseut had been given. 

The Board have to state that hitherto, 
when Acta of Grace have been promul- 
gated, it has been the custom for them to 
prepare a list for submission to the Throne 
of all officials condemned to servitude on 
the military post roads, accompanied by 
recommendations regarding their immediate 
release or reduction of their term of seut- 
ence as the case may be. 

As similar action should naturally be 
taken in the present case, the Board 
wrote to the Governor of Ch‘ahar upon 
receipt of the communication from the 
Board of Punishments requesting him 
to furnish them with a list containing 
the names of all the official criminals on 
the station, and giviug particulars of the 
crime for which each had been banished, 
the length of time he had been on the 
station, aud whether or no he waa in a 
position to pay the usual fees. 


This list has now arrived, and the Board 
would observe with reference thereto that 
the official criminal Chang P‘ei-lun, who 
has just been sent to the post roads, should 
not be included in it, that precedent may 
be duly conformed to. The same remark 
applies to Li Ch‘un-fang, who was 
sentenced after the promulgation of the 
Act of Grace, The case of a third, Li 
Hsii-wu, who has been sent to the post 
roads but whose arrival has not yet been 
reported, will be considered separately on 
receipt of that report, Forty-four officers, 
including one who has never been found, 
eight who have not yet started (amongst 
them Ho Ju-chang and Lii Wén-ching) and 
thirty five who have absconded, either from 
the station, on the road thither, or before 
they started, are named on 2, separate list, 
herewith submitted, and His Majesty is 
requested to order their prompt discovery 
and despatch as the case may be. 


By these eliminations, the number of 
official criminals who are entitled to be 
named for the exercise of the Imperial 
Grace is reduced to twenty three, a list of 
whom is herewith submitted for His Ma- 
jesty’s inspection, with the orime com- 
mitted, the date of arrival at the station, 
and the date of the completion of the term 
of sentence appended to the name of each, 
Should there be any officers to whom His 
Majesty may be graciously pleased to grant 
a release, whether immediately or after the 
fulfilment of a reduced term of exile, the 
Board will write to the Governor of Ch‘ahar 
to give effects to His Majesty’s commands 
as soon as these shall have been made 
known. The Governor will be called upon, 
in accordance with statute, to solicit His 
Majesty’s pleasure with regard to those 
officers who receive neither pardon nor 
remission of sentence, as soon as they 
shall have served the allotted period of 
three years.—See Gazette of 29th May. 


June 17th.—The greater portion of this 
day’s Gazette ia occupied with a long and 
interesting memorial from the Acting 
Governor of Shansi with regard to the 
organisation of a standing provincial army 
in such wise as to bring the cost of its 
annual maintenance as near as possible 
down to the estimates provided by atatote. 
The general question, of the reduction of 
the garrisons of irregular troops (Pf 33) 
brought to His Majesty’s notice at the 
beginning of the year 1884, and a Decree 
was lasued ordering all the provincial high 
authorities to re-estimate and adjust their 


armies in the manuer sugvested by the 
Board. 
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The Memorialist’s predecessor, Chang 
Chih-tung, in view of the fact that the 
weakness and effeteneas of the troops of 
the Green Standard were such as to neces- 
sitate the institution of radical changes if 
the army was to be properly reorganised, 
that the seven sub-prefectures beyond the 
wall had been saddled with a new trade 
route to the south of the Shamo desert, 
aud tiat waste lands were being daily 


cleared, necessitating the addition of com- 
petent troops for the due maintenance of 


order, asked premission to create a new 
Division at Kuei-hua Ch‘éng, the General 
in command of which wag to lave the 
power of commander-in-chief ; this would 
make a provincial army of four divisions, 
numbering in all, cavalry and infantry, 
16,000 men, Finding, however, that the 
maintenance of this force would entail 
an annual expenditure of over Ts. 
960,000, or over Tls, 500,000 in excess 
of the fixed amount, he finally aban- 
doned the scheme, for the time being, 
of placing a division at Kuei-hua Ch‘éng, 
and kept the provincial army down to three 
divisions, with a total of 12,000 men, at an 
estimated annual cost of Tis. 712,000, 
which was still considerably in excess of 
the amount allotted by statute. 


The scheme was laid before the Throne, 
and referred by His Majesty to the Board 
of Revenue, who have now written to the 
Memorialist to say that they suggested in 
their report to the Throne that he should 
revise the financial part of the scheme 
for army re-organisation submitted by 
his predecessor, and that His Majesty 
had approved the suggestion by a Decree 
dated January 11th 1885. A copy of their 
Memorial was appended to the letter, in 
which Memorial the Board say that they 
could not venture to set so dangerous a 
precedent as to sanction an expenditure of 
s0 great an exoess over the regulation grant 
for the army of the Green Standard as is 
entailed by the Shanai scheme ; and they 
suggest that as pay to the Green Standard 
troops used to be issued in Shansi at a 
discount, it should be done so in the prer 
sent instance, in such wise as to bring the 
estimate down to the regulation amount, 
vig: Tls. 553,000 odd, which includes all 
Salaries, rations, etc., and they beg that 
the Memorialist may be called upon to 
consider with the generals of the northern 
and southern Divisions how by reduotion 
and abolition they can effect this arrange- 
ment. 

The Memorialist, upon receipt of the 
Board's letter and its enclosure, at once 
wrote to the two generals and proceeded 


to consider the question with his com- 
Inittee of administration. He has now 
to observe that the rate of pay and 
rations determined on for the army 
of the Green Standard is fixed on an 
extremely low scale, while the men employ- 
ed on postal and patrol duty are scattered 
about in all directions and in small onum- 
bers. Any attempt at army re-organisation, 
to be effective, must therefore over-ride all 
formal usage, and nothing but a wholesale 
increase of expenditure will be suficient 
to turn werkness into strength, The 
scheme submitted by the Memorialist’s 
predecessor with respect to the selection 
and drill of troops would certainly have 
compassed the eradication of abuses and 
stimulated the sluggards; but his appre- 
hensions that the exhausted condition of 
the Provincial: Exchequer would not per- 
mit of the provision of such a formidable 
sum induced him to submit an alternative 
scheme, viz: the establishment of three 
army divisions instead of four, which was, 
as he explained at the time, the outcome 
of the fullest reductions it was possible to 
effect compatible with any degree of offi- 
cieucy. He added that the scheme was 
the result of very careful thought, and 
that further reduction was impossible, 

The Board, while sanctioning the scheme, 
objected to its cost, and required the 
financial part of it to be remodelled in such 
wise as to bring it within the limits pre- 
scribed by statute, the reason they gave 
being that as it was to be permanent the 
expenditure must be limited to an amount 
which should not be so large as to risk 
failure of its not being forthcoming at sume 
future date. 

In reply, the Memorialist would call 
attention to the fact that the estimates as 
originally computed wre considerably leas 
than those provided fur the Hunan and 
Huai reyiments, and lower even than the 
grauta allowed for the combatant troops of 
Chihli, and if further reductions are now 
insisted upon when noue are possible, the 
only way in which the demand of the 
Board can be met is to reduce the strength 


of the various battalions and banners (ff) 
as fixed by Chang Chih-tung, in the follow- 
iug proportions ; 

Chang Chih-tung’s battalions of infantry 
fixed at a total strength of 591 officers and 
men, to be reduced to 505 officers and men. 

His banners of 358 officers and men 
to be reduced to 306 officers and men. 

His cavalry squadrons of 341 officers and 
men to be reduced to 328 officers and men, 

The pay of a full infantry private was 
fixed by the Governor at ‘Ils. 3 per month, 
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and of a cavalry private at Tl. 3.3, but 
the pay will now be reduced to a common 
level of Tis. 3. 

Other reductions are contemplated, but 
with the change now recorded the total 
enst of the three divisions will be Tis. 
631,800 odd per annum, or less than the 
Governor’s estimate by Tls. 80,000 odd, 
but more than the regulation amount by 
Tis. 78,000, exclusive of an annual charge 
of Tis. 60,000, moro or less, for the pay 
and rations of 4,000 men belonging to the 
three divisions temporarily employed on 
garrison duty, and 150 non-commissioned 
officers retained for service by the local 
authorities. 

It should further be pointed out that 
the proposed re-organisation of the old 
system amounts virtually to the institution 
of a new one, necessitating the construc- 
tion of official quarters and barracks and 
the furnishing of arms and accoutrements 
and so forth, invulving a heavy outlay. 
Under the old financial condition of the 
province it would not have been very dif- 
ficult to provide this sum, but since last 
autumn demands have been made upon the 
province time and again for contributions 
in aid of military aud naval expenditure, 
which have increased the annual estimates 
by Tis. 100,000, reducing the treasury to 
such a condition of exhaustion that a 
deficit is a matter of constant apprehension, 
If therefore the adoption of the new 
scheme is insisted upon and a permanent 
charge suddenly added to the present ex- 
penditure, not only can the strain not be 
borne for any length of time, bre 
is ia doubtful whether the needs of the 
moment even can be met. Thus the attempt 
at increase of strength will be met in ad- 
vance by the danger of adding to the 
weakness which it is wished to remedy—a 
contingency which the Memorialist would 
not venture for his part to court. 

‘The demoralisation avd the abuses by 
which the army of the Green Standard are 
characterised have attained auch growth, 
however, that if the financial difficulty is 
to be a bar to any attempt at its re-organisa- 
tion, it must certainly lapse day by day 
into a still more effete and useless condition, 
and the Memorialist, after careful consider- 
ation and consultation with his committee 
of administration and the two Generals of 
Division, has come to the conclusion that 
the only course that is left open to them 
is to dispense with the old and weak 
and select lusty and vigorous men to take 
their place.; all superfluous officers will be 
done away with, and the troops employed 
on postal and patrol service will be reduced 


and amalgamated, in order to bring the 
annual expenditure down to the fixed 
standard, when it is hoped that by a care- 
ful adjustment of surplus here and deficit 
there, the prevention of all waste, and the 
application of the funds to their legitimate 
object, the desired end may be attained. 

Now the regular army of Shansi as au- 
thorised by statute, including the com- 
mands of the Governor and the two 
Generals of Division, amounts in all to 
21,767 men, cavalry and infantry, Last 
year a reduction of 2,936 men was made in 
the cavalry and infantry stationed at T‘ai- 
yuan Fu, and 1,278 men in the Ta Tung 
Division, while this year 146 men were 
taken off the Governor’s command, making 
a total reduction of 4,360 non-efficients. The 
actual number of men now retained is 
17,407 mev. The Governor used to have 
a body-guard of 310 men and five Banners 
(ff) of cavalry : these, and two battalions 
of infantry which have been raised and are 
maintained out of the economies effected 
by the dismissal of the non-efficients just 
referred to, are included in the number 
of the standing army above given. The 
strength of each battalion not being the 
same, the cost of their maintenance varies 
accordingly, and it is now proposed to 
bring them to a uuiform strength. 

The Memorialist then proceeds to give 
some elaborate and not very iutelligible 
figures by which he indicates the changes 
he proposes to make in the disposition and 
strength of certain corps and battalions, 
the result of which appears to be that the 
standing army of Shansi will consist alto- 
gether of 21,533 men, of whom 4,126 will 
be new. The annual cost of this new 
contingent will be Tls. 175,000, making the 
total estimate for the year some ‘I'ls. 10,000 
in excess of the atatute grant, which excess 
it is hoped may be got rid by further 
reductions in the number of surplus officers, 
which will leave a balance on the right side 
of some Tls. 7,000 or 8,000.—Referred to 
the Board concerned. 


June 18th.—(1) A Decree ordering a 
further series of prayers for rain to be held 
at numerous State Temples where altars 
are to be erected and continuous services 
of prayer to be held at which officers in 
residence will be present. These services 
will commence on the 23rd inst. when His 
Majesty will visit the Ta Kao Tien and 
Shih Ying Kung in person, 


(2) The Members of the Grand Council 
call His Majesty's attention to a Decree of 
the 20th year of Chia Ch‘ing ordering that 
the ‘* Veritable Record” of the aayings aud 
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doings of the past Emperors of the dynasty 
together with the Imperial Genealogical 
Scrolls which are deposited in the Ch‘ien- 
ch‘ing Hall should be taken out to be aired 
and dusted once in every two years. 

This ceremony having been performed 
the year before last, the Grand Council 
now submit a list of the names of the high 
officers eligible for the duty of repeating 
the process this year, and pray that His 
Majesty will select therefrom two Manchu 
and two Chinese officers to whom the work 
will be entrusted. 

A circle was placed round the names of 
the following high officers ; 

Yén Haii, Hsi Ching, Pi Tao-yuan and 

Heti Shu-ming. 
_ (2) The Governor General at Canton 
reports that one Yan Kuang-ling, Captain 
in command of a steam revenue launch, 
was shot in an encounter with smugylers 
at a placed called Mo-tao K‘ou or ‘ knife- 
grinding ” inlet, in the Usiang shan Dis- 
trict in the spring of last year. Ile prays 
that marks of Imperial compassion nay be 
bestowed upon the deceased according to 
the scale allotted by statute, a request 
which is granted by a Rescript appeuded to 
the Memorial. 

(3) The Court of Censors report the re- 
ceipt of a petition from Chou Kuan, ex- 
prefest of Yu-ning Fu in Honan, who 
complains of the injustice of his recent dis- 
missal from the service on the denunecia- 
tion of the Governor, who declared that the 
petitioner had persistently refused to obey 
a summons to the provincial capital. 

This the petitioner strenuously denies. 
He admits that he did not at once obey 
the summons, which was to attend the 
hearing of a case of long standing, but he 
explained to the Governor that he had 
liumportant work on hand which would pre- 
vent his leaving for the moment. At the 
end of two months he managed to get away, 
and waited upon the Governor four times. 
The Governor refused to see him on every 
occasion, and five days after his arrival 
denounced him for ‘‘ obstinate refusal to 
obey the summons’? of his chief. 

June 19th.—A Memorial from Liu Ping- 
chang, Governor of Chékiang, reporting 
the receipt of a letter from the Board of 
Revenue informing him of the issue of an 
Imperial] Decree ordering returns of arrears 
of taxation due from the people previous 
to the 5th year of Kuang Heii to be sent 
in from all the provinces with a view to 
their remission as au Act of Imperial Grace. 

The publication of this Decree in pro- 
clamation form has caused songs of praise 
for the Imperial virtue to be heard on 


every side, and the Financial Commissioner 
has been directed to consider a detailed 
scheme for giving effect to His Majeaty’s 
commands, 

There ia, the Memorialist regrets to say, 
a large number of so-called arrears of taxa- 
tion which ought to be collected from the 
authorities and net from the people, the 
latter having paid them and the former 
having appropriated them to their own use 
aud never entered the payments on their 
books. These appropriations, which in 
some instances have been applied to ex- 
penditure ou public account for which no 
authority has been given or grant made, 
have been so disguised and complicated 
in the various ‘‘handings over” that 
have taken place on change of incum- 
bents of the different posts, that it will 
be a matter of extreme difficulty, with 
over seventy Sub-prefectures, Departments 
aud Districts to deal with, to ascertain 
accurately what are debts due from the 
people and what from the local authorities, 
who will be only too glad to wipe off their 
liabilities by this same Act of Grace. 

In order to secure the best fulfilment 
of His Majesty’s commands in his power, 
the Memorialist, upon the receipt thereof, 
sent agents with despatch and secrecy 
to every Prefecture, Sub-prefecture, De- 
pactment, and District in the province 
with orders to bring to the provincial 
capital all the counterfoila of their tax 
receipts within a given time, which is 
too short to allow of their being altered, 
and to consign them to a committee of 
inspection appointed by the Financial 
Comuinissiouer. 

This act of the Memorialist has been the 
signal for attempts at intimidation on the 
part of those who are affected by the men- 
sure; but strict orders have been given for 
the most uncompromising scrutiny to be 
exercised in spite of the threatsand rumours 
that have been given publicity to. This 
scrutiny will take time, as the most com- 
plicated accounta will have to be wnravelled 
before the actual arrears of taxation due 
from the people can be ascertained and the 
exercise of the Imperial Bounty solicited. 

Lhe production of the amounts which 
this scrutiny shall show to have already 
been paid by the people but appropriated 
by the authorities will be demanded from 
the latter within a given time, under pain 
of denunciation. 

June 20th,—(1) The Governor-General 
of Shensi and Kansu reports the suppres- 
sion at lta outset of a rising set on foot by 
one Li Chiu-ming, an army follower from 
Anhui, at a place called Chiu-chia Yao in 
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the Su-chow Prefecture. The rising ap- 
pears to have commenced in the usual way, 
viz: by the organisation of a secret society, 
initiation into which was accompanied by 
quasi-religious rites. The organisation of 
the society having leaked out, its mem- 
bers declared themselves in their true 
character by indulging in a cattle and 
kidnapping raid, after which they en- 
trenched themselves, with numbers of 
people whom they had forced to join 
them, in a stockade. By treachery and 
superior force combined the rebels were 
driven out and some hundred or more were 
killed. The leaders of the band made their 
eacape at the time, but were afterwards 
captured, the chief however, cheating jus- 
tice by poisoning himself, while another of 
the pruminent members of the gang died 
in his captor’s hands. Ten other members 
of the gang were executed at Su-chow. 

(2) Tue Governor of Féug-t‘ien reports 
the murder of his nephew by his own uncle 
under circumstances of great barbarity. 

Tie uncle, a Bannerman with the here- 


ditary title of Yin Chi Yu, when residing © 


in Tsi-taihar, excited with drink one day 
in the early part of the present year, and 
irritated by the persistent demands of his 
landlord that he should evacuate the house 
he was renting, went to see hia elder siater 
and ask her to take him and his mother in 
for atime. His sister made objections, 
whereupon Fu Ch‘ang, which was the offi- 
cer’s name, reproached her with want of 
sisterly feeling, which provoked a sharp 
reply from her. Fu Ch‘ang thereupon 
picked up a child, a boy of three years 
old, aud dashed him to the ground. The 
child’s mother ran to his aid, but Fu Ch‘ang 
held her by the hair of the head while 
he picked the child up again by the belt 
aud dashed it ouce more to the ground, 
The cries of the mother attracted the 
attention of the neighbours, who persuad- 
ed Fu Ch‘ang to leave, but he suddenly 
returned, snatched the child from its 
mother’s arms, and dashed it a third time 
to the ground, whenit died. He then ran 
away and hid himself in a temple hard by, 
where he remained for the night plotting 
achemes of murder against the whole family. 
He went back to his sister's house at day- 
light armed with a knife, with the object of 
accomplishing his murderous designs, but 
his sister heard him coming, and, hiding 
hehind the door, rushed upon him from 
behind as he entered and held him until 
assiatance came and he was seized and 
brought to trial. He has now been sen- 
tenced to decapitation after the usual term 
of incarceration.: 


June 21st.—Nodocuments of importance, 

June 22nd,—(1) P‘an Tsu-yin, on the 
expiration of his term of mourning, is re- 
appointed to his post in the Imperial Col- 
lege of Inscriptions, and is given the acting 
Presidentship of the Board of War duriug 
the absence of P‘eng Yii-lin. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 

Honan reporting the further amalgamation 
of the chu, or special Departinents, auch as 
the Grain Commissary’s Department, the 
Military Accounts Department, the Water- 
ways Department, the Department for the 
Promotion of Loyalty and Female Devotion, 
etc., by which means the services of about 
forty useless officers have been dispensed 
with, and a crowd of office servants, re- 
presenting an anuual saving of about T'ls, 
20,000. 
_ The money thus saved does not appear 
in the regular eapenditure of Honan be- 
cause the greater portion is contributed by 
the authorities out of their anti-extortion 
allowances or raised by discounts on various 
payments, but the fact that the local au- 
thorities have so much the less to pay out 
of their own pockets cannot but indirectly 
affect the public revenues and the welfare 
of the people, 

(3) A Memorial from Li Piug-héng, 
Acting Governor of Kueichow. 

The Memorialist has received through 
Chiang Tsung-han, General in command of 
the Lien Wu Division, a petition from 
Yang Ju-i, an expectant Pretect, to the 
following effeot :— 

The petitioner's uncle, Yang Yii-k ‘6, late 
Geueral of the Kaochow Division in Kuang- 
tung, who was recently killed at the Chén- 
nan Gate, left a concubine at home called 
Niu who lived with his wife. Hearing 
last autumn that his uncle had come back 
invalided from the front, and was inside 
the frontier on sick leave, the petitioner 
sent his uncle’s concubine Niu to him to 
nurse him, but on reaching Nan-ning he 
head that his uncle had lony ago recovered 
and gone to the front again, ‘his was in 
the month of January, and as there was no 
opportunity of sending the concubine back 
she remained for the time being at Nanning, 
In February, the petitioner sudden} 
heard that his uncle had been killed in 
action at Chén-nan Kuan; whereupon 
without venturing to tell his unele’s aone 
cubine, he hurried to Lung-chou to take 
charge of his uncle’s remaing and bring 
them back for burial. He reached Nan- 
ning on his return journey upon the 29th 
of March, and he then broke the sad news 
to the concubine, who threw heraelf upon 
the coffin in a paroxyam of grief and said 
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she had no further wish to live. For 
three days not even a spoonful of water 
passed her lips, and on the night of the 
3lst, after she had prepared the usual 
sacrifice and offered a tearful libation before 
hia remains, she took on opportunity to 
swallow some opium, which killed her be- 
fore remedies could be applied. Her body 
was then placed in a coffin and the two 
Were conveyed back to Hunan. In con- 
clusion the petitioner prayed that applica- 
tion might be made to His Majesty through 
the proper channel for the bestowal of 
some mark of Imperial recognition of the 
devotion that this woman had shown. 

The Memorialiat supports the application 
in terms of high eulogy, and the request is 
granted by a Reacript appended to the 
Memorial. 

June 23rd.—A Memorial from the Gov- 
ernor of Féng-t‘ien soliciting His Majesty’s 
permission to introduce a few changes ito 
the official system of that province. 

In the year 1874 Ch‘ung Shih, who waa 
then Military Governor of Féng-t‘ien, 
finding the administrative system of the 
province so steeped in corruption as to 
necessitate the immediate introduction of 
reforms, obtained the permission of the 
Throne to the adoption of certain regula- 
tions placing the civil administration on 
the same basis as those of the Highteen 
Provinces, These regulations have now 
been in force for ten years, and have been 
productive of great improvement in the 
mode of administration as well in the 
morals of the people; but the experience 
of the Memorialist during the year that 
he has held the post of Chiang Chin, or 
Military Governor, has shown him that the 
rules are not complete in certain parti- 
culara, and seem to require further modi- 
fications, the necessity for which has been 
created by the altered conditions of the 
present tine. These alterations, which 
are three in number, he begs permission 
to submit for the consideration of Their 
Majesties. 

First, an annual report on the merits of 
the Intendants of Circuit and Prefects 
should be submitted to the Throne, in 
accordance with the rule prevailing in 
other provinces where every official from 
the Financial Commissioner down to a 
Prefect has a report on his character and 
capacity annually laid before His Majes- 
ty. When the civil administration was 
adopted in 1874 there was only one Prefect 
in Féng-t‘ien and no Taotais. Now there 
are three Taotais, one Prefect and one 
independent sub-Prefeot, whose duties are 
similar to those of officers of the same 


rank elsewhere, but upon whose merits or 
the reverse no annual confidential report is 
submitted. 

_ Secondly, the privilege of recommenda- 
tion for promotion should be extended. By 
regulations in force in all the provinces, 
the for every fifteen officers from a Taotal 
to a District Magistrate, permission is 
granted to recommend one oflicer for dis- 
tinguished service. Some time ago, there 
were only seventeen officers in Féng-t‘ien 
who came within the category of those whose 
merits or the reverse came under considera- 
tion at the Grand Triennial Scrutiny, the 
deserving being promoted and the undeserv- 
ing degraded, and the educational staff and 
minor officials coming uuder the metrupoli- 
tan scrutiny. Only one recommendation, 
therefore, for distinguished service was 
made on each occasion, Tiirteen more 
officers have been added to the list of those 
who come within the provisions of the rule 
above quoted, raising the total to thirty, 
and it is there fore suggested tnat permis- 
sion now be accorded forthe recommenda: 
tion of two officers for distinguished service 
instead of one. 

Lastly, the performance of the functions 
of a Governor of a province by an officer 
with the rank of #u Yin is to a certain 
extent an anomaly, and the position of tis 
officer requires a slizht amelioration. 

In 1874 Ch‘ung Shih explained to His 
Majesty that the powers and functions of 
the Chiang Chiin or Military Governor and 
the Fu Yin, or Civil Governor, were not 
identical, and under the system that then 
prevailed difficulties of jurisdiction often 
presented themselves. He requested there- 
fore that their relative positions might be 
as that of Governor-General and Governor, 
and proposed that the Fu Yin should be 
given a button of the second grade with 
the Brevet rank of Junior Vice-President 
of the Court of Censors charved with the 
functions of Governor of a Province, in 
order to increase the dignity of the latter 
and add to his powers. Of late, however, 
Taotais have been given a brevet of the 
second grade of rank when recommended 
for distinguished service, and the ‘Taotai at 
Moukden as well as the Tuotai of the 
Eastern Circuit have received buttons of 
the second rank. The chief of Depart- 
ment and his subordinates are thus on au 
equal footing as far as rank is concerned, 
aud there is nothing to indicate the supe- 
riority of the one over the others. The 
Civil Governor, moreover, addresses the 
Throne direct, and exercises precisely 
the same functions as the Governor of 
a Province, Hence there is no necessily 
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for further defining bis title by stating 
that he performs these functions, such 
definition being, in fact, redundant, It is 
suggested therefore that the Civil Governor 
be given the rauk of Governor of Province, 
aud that the words ‘“‘ performing the func- 
tiong of a Governor” be eliminated from 
his title, which will then correspond more 
exactly with his actual position. The 
above sugyestion receives great weight 
from the fact that the rank of the Civil 
Governor is at present so undefined that 
the President and Vice-Presidents of the 
Boards in corresponding with that officer 
adept, some the form tz, or the style 
employed when addressing equals, others 
the furm cha, indicating superiority of rank. 
The latter form is, in point of fact, pre- 
scribed by law in correspondence between 
chiefs of the Boards and the Civil Governor, 
but it seems to the Memorialist apparent 
that this indication of superiority should 
no longer be employed. 

Referred to the Buard concerned. 

June 24th,—(1, 2and 3) Decrees appoint- 
ing Examiners and Deputy Examiuers for 
the Provinces of Fubkien, Kuangtung and 
Kuangst. 

(4) ‘the Governor-General at Foochow 
reports that three military officers of high 
rank under his command have represented 
that they have mothers over eighty years 
of age, one having a father sleo who is an 
octogenarian, and they request the bestowal 
of the honours promised in the Decree 
jasuied last autumn on the occasion of the 
fiftieth Birthday of Her Majesty. 

(5) The Governor of Shantung reports 
the arrival of the whole of the tribute graiu 
fleet, 502 junks in all, in the Shantung 
section of the Grand Canal. The first lot 
of junks was passed into the Canal at 
Huang-lin Chuang at 5 p.m. on the 23rd 
of May, aud the rest followed day aud night 
without cessation, the last junk entering 
the Caual at 3 p.m. on the 28th. 

(6) A Memorial from the Imperial Resi- 
dent in Tibet aud his colleague the Assis- 
tant Resident. Aa already reported, the 
Memorialists received some time sime a 
humble representation from Awang-pan- 
tien-ch‘ii chi-chien-te‘an, ‘ T‘ungshan 
Chilung ” Hutukt‘u and President of the 
Tibetan Treasury or secular department of 
local Government, informing them that the 
Dalai Lama, in accordance with the rule 
observed by successive generations of his 
predecessors whenever Tibet was free from 
disturbance and epidemic disease, had 
iow determined to deacend from Mount 
Potala on the 20th of February with the 
object of visiting the temple and holding 





services therein, the Lamas from the 
smaller temples being congregated there 
for that purpose. 

The Memorialists would observe that of 
late years the priests and laity of Tibet 
have all been recipients in a liberal degree 
of the Imperial benevolence, and have 
been anointed with the oil of His Majesty’s 
favour, whereby the country has enjoyed 
the bleasings of peace. 

The Dalai Lama accordingly left Mount 
Potala upon the 20th of February in pur- 
auance of the duty imposed upon him to visit 
the great temple, at which congregations of 
priests from the leaser temples were gathered 
together, and religious services were held 
morning and evening. Prayers were offered 
on these occasions for His Majesty's long 
life and happiness, for peace throughout 
the Empire and tranquillity amongst the 
people, while blessings were solicited for all 
who were in life. 

Upon the descent of the Dalai Lama from 
the mountain, the Memorialists gave orders 
that a detachment of officera and men from 
the ‘Tibetan Garrison should enter the 
great temple to act as a guard, while the 
Memorialists visited the temple in person 
from time to time to see that due precau- 
tions were taken. 

They observed that the recitation of the 
litanies by the Dalai Lama and his priests 
was conducted in so careful a manner 
as to convince them of the sincerity of 
its performance, being such as to demon- 
strate the reverent appreciation of the part 
of the worshippers of the extreme desire of 
their Sacred Master, with Bounty as high 
as Heaven aud profound as Harth, to 
stimulate and encourage the ‘* Yellow 
Faith.” : 

The services at the great temple having 
been concluded, the Dalal Lama returned 
to Mount Potala on the [1th of March, to 
which he was escorted by a guard told off 
by the Memorialiats, 

Tho Assistant Resident beva to add that 
he has now applied for permission to absent 
himself from duty in consequence of his 
eyes being affected. 

June 25th.—(1) A Decree: Taén Yii-ying 
hae submitted a Memorial to Usin which he 
represents that Tang Chiung, ex-Governor 
of Yiinnan now cashiered, was zealous in 
the performance of his duties and clean- 
handed in his administration during his 
tenure of office in Szechuen, and asks 
ee ch oa not be spared the gen- | 
tence of death for the grave 
he has now incurred. - il Saas 

T'ang Chiung has himself to blame for 
the penalty he haa incurred by the mis- 
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takes and mismanagements of which le has 
been guilty in the conduct of military policy. 
The infliction of punishment and the 
bestowal of rewards are a high prerogative 
which 18 vested in the supreme power, and 
We cannot permit-Our Ministers to intrude 
upon Us requests as to the manner in which 
this privilege should be exercised. The 
appeal to Our clemency that Ta‘én Yii-ying 
has made on behalf of the ex-Governor is 
an act of extreme presumption, and We 
command that he be committed to the 
Buard for the determination of a severe 
form of penalty. 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from a Oensor advocating a 
more genuine development of the system 
of the reclamation of waste lands. The 
Decree acknowledging the importance of 
encouraging military colonisation and the 
cultivation of waste lands, and calls upon 
the provincial high authorities concerned 
to see to it that the earlier Decrees issued 
upon this subject receive more than per- 
functory attention, 

(3) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a report from the Governor-General Li 
Hung-chang announcing the death of one 
of the parents of Chou Shéng-chuan, 
Commander-in-Chief of Hunan. This officer 
is now to assume the title of Acting Com- 
mander-in-Chief of that province, aud ia 
given acongé of one hundred days in order 
that he may return to his native place and 
perform the mourning ceremonies which 
are obligatory upon him, 

(4) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from the Superintendent 
of Customs at Sha-hu K‘ou, who reports 
that he has collected the sum of T)s. 3,617 
over and above the regular assessment 
during his period of office, This sum 
will be paid iu to the Treasury of the Privy 
Purse; there is no necessity to make a 
present of it to the Superintendent. 

(2) A Decree referring to the receipt of 
a report from Ting Pao-chén announcing a 
failure of the crops in Eastern Szechuen, 
and adding that intelligence from Kiangsau 
to the effect that there has been an excess 
of rain in that province gives His Majesty 
great anxiety for the condition of the crops 
there also. The people being the founda- 
tion or root of the state, their welfare aud 
protection should be the constant care of 
those placed in authority over them, and 
provincial high authorities are charged to 
see to it that their subordinates, while not 
listening with too ready an ear to the tn- 
terest-d statements of unprincipled not- 
ables as to the failure of harvests, which 
are made with dishonest intent, do none 


the less not neglect to report any cases 
where such failure actually exists. 

June 26th,—The Governor of the Metro- 
politan Prefecture reports a fall of rain in 
Peking to the extent vf one inch and up- 
wards of saturation. 

(1) Li Ping-héng, Acting Governor of 
Kuangsi, reports that a fire broke out in 
the afternoon of the 8th of May at Lung- 
chow amongst the thatched cottages in the 
southern street of the town, the origin of 
which was traced to a sugar boiling furnace. 
The Memorialist hurried to the scene of 
the conflagration directly the news was 
brought to him, and superintended the 
efforts of the troops and civil underlings to 
extinguish the flames. A high wind was 
blowing, however, at the time, from the 
south, andthe fire made great havocamongst 
the bamboo fences and straw erections in 
which the majority of the people in this 
city are housed. Fire engines, too, were 
very scarce, so that in spite of the efforts of 
the soldiery to check the progress of the 
conflagration by cutting and clearing lines of 
interception, no less than one hundred and 
seventy families were rendered homeless, 
though fortunately no lives were lost. 
Douations varying from one to six taels 
were distributed amongst the sufferers, 
involviug a total expenditure of Tls, 183. 

June 27th. —The Governor of the Me:ro- 
politan Prefecture reports a fall of rain in 
Peking to the depth of two inches and 
upwards of saturation. 

(1) A Decree ordering that further post- 


humous honours be bestowed upon the late 


General Yang Yii-k‘o in recognition of his 
heroism and patriotic devotion in selling 
his life for his country, In addition to the 
most liberal honours allotted by regulation, 
which the Board have already been directed 
to determine, permission is now granted 
for the erection of au altar at which special 
sacrifices are to be offered to his mars, 
and, as a special act of grace, a laudatory 
title is to be bestowed upon him, The 
State Historiographer’s Office is further 
called upon to draw up a record of his 
official career. 

(2) A Decree. Ts‘én Yii-ying and Li 
Ping-héng having submitted their recom- 
mendations of officers who distinguished 
themselves while serving with the army 
outside the frontier, We have already 
bestowed special marks of favour upon 
these high officers and those recommended 
by them. 

We reflect that Li Huug-chang, Governor- 
General of Chihli, and Tséng Kuo-ch ‘tian, 
Governor-General of the Two Kiang, have 
displayed commendable catholicism in the 
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manner in which they have forwarded 
supplies and munitions of war to the armies 
serving beyoud their respective jurisidic- 
tions. It is only fitting that Our favour 
be extended to them also, and We hereby 
command that Li Hung-chang and Tsényg 
Kuo-ch‘iian be committed to the Board 
for the determination of the moat liberal 
forms of reward. 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Llupei reporting that he has deputed the 
prefect of Chingchow to perform the special 
aud important duty of guarding the great 
embankment called the Wan Ch‘ény ‘TS 


(5 DRYE) upon the security of which the 
safety of the population of the who prefec- 
ture depends, not to mention other places, 
during the period of the summer freshets. 
The prefect, who will live on the spot, will 
have a ataff of officiala under him provided 
with all the necessary appliances to step a 
breach should such occur, and coustant 
watch against accident will be kept day 
and night along the line. 

The personal superintendence of these 
most important precautionary measures 
should devolve by right upun the Governor 
General and Governor year and year about, 
aud the duty thia year falls to the Memori- 
alist. He has, however, so many other 
important tasks to fulfil that he cannot 
absent himself from his post, being required 
to aid the Governor General in concerting 
measures of riverine defence called for 
since the troubles that have occurred on 
the sea-coast. ‘The tithing system, too, 
requires reorganisation, and subsidies for 
Peking with grants in aid to other proviuces 
have also to be forwarded, all of which 
tasksrequire the Memorialist’s co-operation, 

June 28th,—(L) The Governor of Shan- 
tung reports the murder by a lunatic of 
his adopted mother during a temporary fit 
of insanity. He has been put to death by 
the ling ch'th process and his head exposed 
at the scene of the crime, while his adopted 
father, and certain neighbours who knew 
that the son was mentally deranged but 
refrained from reporting the fact to the 
authorities and having him chained up, 
have each been condemned to receive one 
hundred blows with the heavy bamboo. 
The punishment will not, however, be in- 
flicted, as it comes within the category of 
remissions granted by the Act of Grace of 
18th February, 1885. Two of the parties 
being upwards of seventy years of age, 
will similarly not be required to pay the 
usual commutation, 

(2) The Governor-General Li Hung-chang 
reports that he has granted an allowance 
of Ta, 400 a month for contingent expenses 
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to Chou Shéug-po, General in charge of 
the fortifications at ‘aku and Pei-t‘ang, 
who has in addition the command of the 
division kuown as the new shéng Division, 
with a cousulting vuice in the direction 
and movement ot the old shéng Division 
and the forces under the Provincial Com- 
mander-in-Chief in casea of emergency. 
Chou Shéng-po has thus the control of 
anime Hfty and more battalions, which keeps 
him constantly busy and necessitates the 
employment of a large staff of messengers 
and orderlies, the cost of which the above 
allowance is meant to cover, 

June 29th.—(1) he Governor-General 
and Governor at Canton report the despatch 
by bill of exchange of the first instalment 
of the contribution for Peking laid upon 
the Kuangtung salt revenue for the pre- 
sent year. This contribution is fixed at 
Ts. 200,000 for the Board of Revenue and 
Ts. 50,000 for the office of the Imperial 
Household. 

(2) The Governor-General of Chihli re- 
ports the execution by the ling eh‘ih pro- 
cess of aman with the somewhat peculiar 


name of Pai Pa-pa (AAD who mur- 
dered his uncle in a fit of spite. Words 
had passed between himself and his uncle 
with’ regard to certain land of his own 
which Pai Pa-pa wauted his uncle to buy, 
and the latter had cundemned him in the 
strong languages for his idle ways, Huraged 
at the rebuke, Pai Pa-pa seized an oppor- 
tunity when lis uncle had his bacle to him 
aud was stooping down to sweep up sume- 
thing, when he threw a cord over his 
uncle’s head, with a running noose, which 
he drew tight. Having thrown his unele 
with this lasso he pruceeded to sit upon 
him and strangle him. 

June 30th —(1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of a report from the Governor 
General at Nanking and the Governor vf 
Kiangsu with respect to certain charges 
against the ex-Mavistrate of T*ai-chow in 
that province. These enquiries, while 
exonerating the Magistrate from the ex- 
plicit charges of extortion and tyranny 
brought against him, have elicited the fact 
that his management of cases brought be- 
fore him wae such as in one instanes 
to cause a witness to commit suicide to 
avoid the troubles which he feared would 
be brought upon him. It was further 
discovered that this particular case was 
first reported to the Board of Punish- 
ments in 1872, when they queried the 
decision given, aud it is only now after 
the lapse of over ten years that a settle- 
ment has finally been reported to the 
Throne, Such protracted delay in the 
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seltlement of a case is characterised ag 
most unconstitutional, and the varieus 
Governors General, Governors and Pro- 
vineial Judyea through whose hands the 
siit has passed are tu be committed to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 

(2) A Memorial from tlhe Military Go- 
vernor of Kirin supporting an application 
from the Tao-t‘ni at Moukden for permis- 
sion to be absolved from submitting ac- 
counts of the expenditure incurred in con- 
structing the town walls and public offices 
required in connection with the extension of 
the Civil Administration in the Kirin 
Province. 

It would be within His Majesty's recol- 
lection that the Memorialist’s predecessor 
received permiasion from the Throne to 
order the construction of city walls, official 
residences, gaols ete, required under the 
new administration, the estimates of ex- 
penditure, which were based on precedout, 
being as follows :— 

For the yamen of a sub-prefect, depart- 
meut magistrate or district magistrate, 
Tis. 5,500. 

For the yamén of minor officials, such 
as deputy magistrate, ete., Tla. 1,300. 

For each prison, Ts, 1,500. 

For every city wall, Tls. 17,000 to Ts. 
18,000. 

Orders having been given to commence 
the work of construction, it was duly 
carried out aud is now completed, but it 
has been universally represented to the 
T'notai by the various officiala concerned 
that the Government grant for the above 
mentioned works has in no instance been 
sufficiet to cover the actual cost. The 
reason piven for this state of things is the 
distance of the places in question from 
centres of supply, all materials except 
wood having to be brought from great 
distances with considerable difficulty, while 
even timber, the product of the country, 
grows in wild and mountainous regions 
from which it is difficult to convey it to 
its destination. The population, more- 
over, is sparse, and skilled labour dear, 
while the demand which has been created 
by the simultaneous coustruction of build- 
ings in different places has caused a further 
rise in the price of labour. 

As it is proposed to make the deficit 
good from the suma realised from the sale 
of land to settlers, thus applying local 
income to local expenditure, it is hoped 
that the authorities in question may not 
be called upon to produce their accounts, 
—Granted by Rescript. 

July 1st.—(1) A further series of State 
prayers for raiu are ordered to be oftered 
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on the 5th inst., when his Majesty will bura 
Incense at the Ta-kao Tien aud the Shi- 
ying Kung, 

(2) The Governor of Kirin reports that 
the four colonels in charge of the depart- 
ments of the Boards of Revenue, War, 
Punishments, and Works attached to the 
Governor's Yamén inform him that their 
seals of office, which were cast by the Board 
of Ceremonies in the reign Chien Lung, 
have now becotne so defaced by long usage 
that the inscription is illegible, aud they 
beg that new ones may be supplied to them. 

The Memorislist has accordingly the 
honour to lay these facts before His 
Majesty, and to state that he has senta 
description and drawing of the four seals 
required to the Board of Ceremonies, As 
Boon as the new seals arrive the old ones 
will be sent to the Board to be broken up. 

July 2nd.—No documents of importance. 

July 3rd.—(1) A Memorial from the 
acting Governor-General of the Hukuang 
provinces, reporting the investigation of 
certain charges brought by a lieutenant 
againat his superior officers. 

The officer in question was an acting 
lieutenant in the garrison of Yo Chon, 
and some time since he presetited a petition 
in which he charyed hia colonel and his 
captain with striking and insulting him, 
aud also of indulytng in extortionate 
practices. A countercharye was at the same 
time brought against the lieutenant by 
the colonel and captain, accusing him of 
carelessness in drill and garrison duty, and 
praying for his dismissal. _ 

The ‘ao-t‘ai of the circuit was thereupon 
sent to enquire into the truth of these 
charges and countercharges, and the three 
oflicers were removed from duty pending 
the result of this enquiry. 

The Tao-t‘si has now reported that 
as he was in process of summoning the 
parties before him for examination. The 
lieutena t, whose name is Li Hsien-wan, 
put in a statement to the effect that the 
charges contained in his earlier petition 
were false, that le had repented of what 
he had said, and wow abandoned his accu- 
satiops, The Tao-t‘ai none the less sum- 
moned the parties before him, and found 
upon enquiry that the true facts of the case 
were as follows :— 

The colonel, who joined the garrison 
about a year ago, found in the course of 
his inspections that Lieutenant Li Heien- 
wan never drilled his men, and repeatedly 
censured him in consequerice, telling him 
at last that if he had again to find fault with 
him for idleness and disregard of orders 
he would denounce him in high quarters. 
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A month after the colonel’s arrival a sacri- 
ficial ceremony tovk place at which the civil 
and military authorities had toattend. After 
they had dispersed, Li Wan-chih’s (2) cap- 
tain spoke to him in terme of reprobation 
about his inattention to drill. Li Hsien-wan 
objected, anda wrangle followed, in the 
course of which the captain struck the 
lieutenant on the face with lis hand, 
and the latter, suspecting that the cap- 
tain had inatigated the colonel to find 
fault with him, thea proceeded to trump 
up the charges which he subsequently 
declared to be false, a declaration which 
was proved to be correct by the investiga- 
lion held by the Taotat, 

In commenting upon the above facts the 
Memorialist remarks that the only state- 
ment of the lieutenant that ia correct is that 
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his captain struck him, wherein the latter — 


displayed reprehensible haste and impe- 
tuosity ; the right course, which he should 
taken, being to denounce the lieutenant 
to his superior instead of wrangling with 
him. The colonel, though guiltless of 
the charges brought against him, has 
been fuund, upon investigation of these 
chargea, to have been guilty of care- 
lessness. It is now therefore suggested 
that in addition to the dismissal of the 
lieutenant from the public service for his 
audacity and wrong-doing, both the colonel 
and the captain be committed to the Board 
for the determination of the penalties to 
which they have respectively rendered 
themselves liable. —Granted by Rescript. 

July 4th.—The Governor of the Metro- 
politan Prefecture reports a fall of rain in 
Peking to the depth of four inches of 
Saturation, : 

(1) A Decree announcing His Majesty's 
intention of repairing in person to the Ta- 
kao Tien and the Shih-ying Kung on the 
7th inst. to return thanks for the bounteous 
rain which has fallen. Similar services 
will be held at other state temples by 
Princes and high officers named. The 
altars will be removed from the Ta-kao 
Tien and Chio Shéng Ss‘u, but prayers 
will still be offered for a continuance of the 
rain which has been vouchsafed. 

(2) A Memorial from Chin Shun, Gov- 
ernur of [li aud Assistnnt Military Ad- 
ministrator in the New Dominion, report- 
ing a mutiny amongst certain of the troops 
under hig command and its prompt sup- 
pression. 

Ho states that one battalion of his per- 
sonal troops have hitherto been statiuned 
to the suuth of a place that is known as 
Sui-ting Chféug. At midnight on the 29:h 
vf March the men of the battalion sud- 
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denty went to their commandant, a Deputy 
Lieutenant General called Wan Shéng, and 
demanded their pay. The attitude of the 
men was excited and violent, aud the com- 
mandant was in the act of suppressing 
their excitement when over three hundred 
mounted Mahommedans from Ilan-chung 
aud Shan Chow suddenly appeared with 
red and white flags in their hands, aud came 
shouting into camp. ‘The soldiera there- 
upon became actively mutinous and a hun- 
dred or more of thein seized the command- 
ant and stabbed him, killing three lieu- 
tenants as well who came forward to the 
rescue of their chief. The mutineers and 
Mahommedans then left the camp in a 
swarm and proceeded to attack the other 
cantouments, thinking that they would set 
the men aflame there also; but thanks to 
the vigilance aud precaution of the officers 
none of the men could be induced to atir 
so the rebels decamped. 

Different companies were immediately 
started in pursuit, one of them boing 
headed by the Memorialist and another hy 
Liu Hung-fa, Brigade General of the Ili 
Division. The latter officer came up with 
the rebels and mutineers at a place called 
San-kung, where they made a stand and a 
fight ensued in which they were worated 
over hundred of them being killed and 
eight Mahommedans and seventeen muti- 
neers being taken prisoner. 

‘T'he remainder of the gang escaped east- 
wards, and ordera were at once given to 
all the garrisons in that direction to be on 
alert for them, while extra troops were 
added to the pursing forces. Communica- 
tions were also, seut to the Governor of the 
New Dominion, the Acting Governor of 
Urumtsi, aud the Avent at 'larbagat‘ai, re- 
questing them to order careful preparations 
to be made for the adveut of the fupitives, 
These efforts and precautions eventually 
resulted in the extermination of the band 
in different encounters and the capture of 
the leader of the mutiny. This individual 
who wae called Shang Mao-lin, was duly 
summoned before the Memorialist, when 
he stated that he was 35 yeara of age and 
came from Ch‘éng-tu Fu in Szechuen, 
Five years ago he enlisted and was ap- 
pointed to the K‘uei-wu Battalion bein 
appointed one of the Brigade attached + 
the Military Secretariat, in which he acted 
as ataudard bearer, 

He adinitted that all the pay of the men 
was issued in the presence of tle command- 
ing officer and that 10 deductiong were 
made ; but he said thut the commanding 
olflicer’s réyime Wa8 80 severe that he was 
hated by his mon. Ou the 6th of March 


last, the prisoner heard some one say that 
a despatch had arrived to the effect that 
the arrears of pay due to the troops would 
not be made good, and that there was no 
news of the preseut pay being forthcoming, 
so that the land was to be cultivated in 
order to pay the men in grain tnstead of 
money. Just at this time a Shensi Ma- 
hommedan of the prisoner’s acquaintance 
came to him and said confidentially, ‘‘ We 
all belong inside the wall. You have 
come thousands of miles to fight the 
rebela and have rendered good service, 
and now I hear that they are not going 
to pay you your arrears; and aa there 
‘ja no news of fresh funds arriving they 
are going to farm the land and pay 
you your present salary in grain. You 
had much better make a league with us to 
plunder some money for travelling ex- 
penses and go back inside the wall again. 
Ihave some three or four hundred men, 
and horses and will come and lend a 
hand.” 


The prisoner agreed, and gained over a 
hundred and more of his comrades, when 
a mutiny took place under the circumstances 
already described by the Memorialist, and 
the mutineers having been caught up at 
San-kung, the prisoner was wounded in 
the left leg during the enzagement and fell 
off his horse when he was made prisoner. 

His examination over, he was forthwith 
put to death with the remainder of the 
prisoners taken, and their heads were ex- 
posed as a warning to others, 

The Memorialist adds that in addition to 
the mutinecrs and Mahommedans killed in 
the first engagement, upwards of 200 were 
killed in five separate encounters, exclusive 
of prisvners taken who were put to death 
onthe spot, On one occasion one band of 
eighty were annihilated by the soldiers who 
came up with the fugitives when both the 
latter and their horses were tired out and 
panting for breath. The Imperial troops, 
with a .bravery which the Memorialist 
commends, fell on this tired band and 
slaughtered them to a man, 

It was found that altogether 134 men 
had deserted the regiment. The remainder 
have been placed under a new commandant 
in the stead of their murdered officer. 
While congratulating himeelf on the rapidity 
with which this movement was stamped 
out without causing injury to the people 
or disturbance in the country generally, a 
happy state of things for which His Ma- 
jesty’s good fortune has to be thanked, the 
Memorialist none the less feels that he has 
been careless in the exercise of precautions, 
for which shortcoming he begs that he may 
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be commited to Board for the determination 
of a penalty. 

In conclusion he solicits the bestowal of 
posthumous honours upon the murdered 
officers and rewards upon those who have 
distinguished themselves. 

By a Reacript appended to the Memorial 
the Governor is committed to the Board 
for the determination of a penalty, and 
postiumous honours and rewards, as so0- 
licited, are granted. 


July 5th,—(1) Yang Ch‘i-chén (48% B) 
ia appointed Brigade General at Lang-shan 
on the Yaugtsze, the recent incumbent being 
dead. 

(2) In accordance with the ruling of 
the Board of Civil Office, T's‘én Yi ying, 
Governor-General of Yiinnan and Kuei- 
chow, should be cashiered but retained 
at his post for the misdemeanour of which 
he has recently been guilty in interceding 
for T‘ang Chiung, ex-Governor of Yiinnan. 
By an act of special grace Hia Majesty 
commutes this sentence to deprivation of 
two steps of commutative rank with reten- 
tion at his post. 

(3) The Governor of Yiiunan reparts the 
death of Liu Hai-ao, Grain Taotai of that 
province, under very sudden circumstances 
on the 25th of May. He had heen to the 
Reorganisation Office on business, and was 
returning to his official residence when he 
was seized with apoplexy. He was lifted 
out of his chair by the members of his 
family on his arrival at his house, but he 
was then already speechless and died short- 
The Memorialist reprots 
the loas of so honest and capable an officer, 
who during the two years he held his late 
post has done much useful work, 

July 6th.—(1) The Governor-General of 
the Hu Kuang provinces reports the result 
of an enquiry into the circumstances of a 
mutinous demonstration made by certain 
subalterus of the naval brigade at a place 
called Hua-t‘ao Chén in Mien-yang Chow. 
It appears that while the men were being 
drilled one day after the foreign method by 
one of the privates who was appoiuted 
drill instructor by reason of his experience 
of foreign evolutionary tactics, three of the 
men in one company failed to turn to the 
right-about at the word of command, thus 
throwing the company into confusion, The 
instructur thereupon struck the two men, 
us did also two of the four lieutenants 
who were watching the drill. Two others 
who were also on the ground, and 
whose men it was that were struck, de- 
clared in their ignorance of foreign drill 
that the word of command had been given 
Wrong, and that the men had been unjustly 
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punished, An angry and noisy quarrel 
ensued which brouvht the General on to 
the drill ground, who, when he had heard 
the particulars, censured Liang Pu-kao 
and Heieh Té-ho, the two lieutenants who 
had protested. : 

These latter returned discomfited to their 
junk and there persuaded three of their 
brother officers to join them in an applica- 
tion for leave, each one being attended 
with two or three privates, thinking there- 
by to exercise pressure upon the General. 


The General, however, on their appear- 
ance at his yamen, censured them, and 
the two malcontents answered him back 
with insvbordinate language. They were 
persuaded eventually to withdraw by some 
officera who were attracted by their nvisy 
language, and the General was on the point 
of reporting them whem the circumstance 
came to the Memorialist’s knowledge, and 
he ordered an enquiry to be held by the 
Judge of the Province, when the above facts 
werv ascertained and verified by the Memo- 
rialist before proceeding to pass the sen- 
tences he proposes with His Majeaty’s per- 
mission to inflict upon the offenders. ‘Lhe 
sentences are as follows : 

Upon Liang Pu-kao, banishment to the 
military post roads. 

Upon Haioh Té-ho, whose share in the 
threatening demonstration was less grave, 
deprivation of the brevet rank of major 
that he holds. 


Of the officers who accompanied these 
two when they went to ask for leave but 
did not apply on thoir own account, one 1s 
dead, and the others, who went under com- 
pulsion, are sufliciently punished by their 
reduction to the status of privates. 


July 7th.—(1) Thirty five pages of this 
day’s igsue are occupied with a Decree con- 
taining the names of numbers of officers of 
the army of Ta'éu Yii-ying upon whom 
rewards are bestowed for their gallantry iu 
the successful engagements that were fought 
during last January and April at Hsiian- 
kuang and Lin-chao. The name of the 
Governor-General Ts‘én Yii-ying heads the 
list with the hereditary title of Yan cht yi, 
or the eighth grade vf nobility, he betny 
further committed to the Board for the 
bestowal of liberal marks of distinction. 
Liu Jung-fu, the leader of the “ Black 
Flags,” is given the title of Baturu, and, 
in addition, a posthumous patent of rank 
for his ancestry for three penerations back. 
By special command of the Empress Dow- 
aver Tls, 10,000 from the Privy Purse are 
to be distributed amongst the deserving 
soldiery. 
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(2) Yu Lu, newly appointed Acting Gov- 
eruor-General of the Ha Kuaug provinces, 
reports his arrival at Wu-ch‘any on the 
2ud of June and assumption of office on 
the following day. 

(3) In a report upon the receipts and 
expenditure of his collectorate, the Super- 
intendent of Customs at Sha-hu K‘ou gives 
the following returns of revenue receipta ; 
For the year ended July 3rd, 1884, the 
revenue was Tle, 25,267. From the 12th 
of Augnat 1884 to the 25th of May, 18835, 
the receipta were Tls. 16,766, which falls 
considerably short of the surplus assess- 
ment at which thia collectorate is rated 
by the Board of Rsvenue. 

The duties of the collectorate, the Me- 
morialiet expluins, are derived principally 
from tobacco, ete., cloth, and miscellaneous 
goods, which find a market at. Kuei-hua 
Ch‘ény and its neighbourhood. The serious 
droughts with which the country to the 
back of Kuei-hua Ch‘éug was visited in 
1882 and 1883 played such havoc with the 
flocks and herds upon which the Mongols 
depend for livelihood, that trade at Kuei- 
hua was paralysed and many business 
houses closed iu consequence. 

July 8th.—(1) A further Decree announc- 
ing the honours bestowed upon the army 
of Su Ytian-ch‘un and Li Ping-héng for 
their recent successes in Tonquin. Ags in 
the case of the officers commended by 
Ts‘éu Yi ying, the rewards conferred upon 
whom were published in yesterday’s issue, 


the list of the recipients of Imperial hon- 


ours is headed with the names of the com- 
manders-in-chief, Su Yuan-ch‘un being 
raised from the seventh to the sixth grade 
of hereditary nobility, the title of Bature 
being also bestowed upon him. The whole 
list occupies twenty-two pages of the Gazette. 
The Decree concludes with a grant of Ts. 
5,000 from the Privy Purse for the deserv- 
ing soldiery. 

(2) The Director-General of the Yellow 
River reporta that the whole of the Grain 
fleet, consisting of ten detachments, num- 
bering 6502 vessela in all and carrying 
133,900 piculs of grain, have been safely 
passed into the Shantung section of the 
Giand Canal, 

July 9th.—Lin Wei-yitian ($k HE JH) is 
appointed Secretary of the Grand Secre- 
tariat, 

Ju'y 10th.—(1) A Decree authorising 
the erection of memorial temples in the 
provinces of Chihli and Kiangsu to the 
late Chang Shu-shéng, recently Governor- 
General at Canton. ‘Chis authorisation is 
given in response to an appeal from the 
Governor-General Li Hung-chang, who re- 
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presents that the deceased high officer 
fought iu several hundred successful en- 
vayements avainat the rebels in Kiangsu, 
and did brilliant service with himself in 
the campaign against the Nien-fei. 


(2) ‘The Governor General Li Hung-chang 
reports that, in conformity with a standing 
Imperial Order that all lands which it is 
necessary should be prohibited permanent- 
ly from being employed for tillaye in con- 
sequence of their cultivation rendering the 
overfiuw of rivers possible shall be exempted 
from taxation, he hag prohibited the culti- 
vation of certain lands in the Ching-hai 
District, the tillage of which interferes 
with the flow of the river. ‘This laud, which 
measures 13 ch‘ing 15 mow, and is subject 
to an annual tax of Ts. 33.5.5.1, with 
a ‘‘ waste allowance’ of Tis. 3.3.9.5 in 
ordinary years, and Tis. 34.1.4.1, with 
a ‘waste allowance” of T's. 3.4.1.4 in 
years with an intercalary moon, has been 
declared exempt from taxation from the 
ninth year of Kuang Haii, and its cultiva- 
tion has been barred in perpetuity. Re- 
script: Let the Board of Revenue take 
cognisance, 


July 11th.—(1) A Decree: Some time 
since, the Censor Fang Ju-shao having 
‘drawn Our attention to the urgent necessity 
of clearing out the city moats which which 
had not been attended to for many years, 
We called upon the Board of Works to 
consider the matter and report. 


The Board now memorialise to the effect 
that they have ascertained the total length 
of the mvats of the metropolis to be 140,000 
feet and upwards, which are silted up and 
obstructed in every section, while the 
bridges, sluices and weirs have in the 
majority of cases collapsed or fallen in. They 
propose a course of action by which the 
work is undertaken in successive stages, 


and ‘pray Us to order effect to be given 


thereto. Over fifty years have now elapsed 
piuce the moats of the inner and outer 
cities of the metropolis were put in order 
in the 13th year of Tao Kuang, from which 
date until the present time the bed of the 
moats has not been dredved or cleared, 
and it is daily silting up, while the width 
of the channel is 80 decreasing that when- 
ever there is a heavy rainfall the water 
has no where to go. I[t is therefore a 
matter of immediate necessity that these 
mvats be set in order and deepened, that 
they may serve fur purposes of drainage. 


There are still a large number of irregu- 
lar troops in the vicinity of the metropolitan 
area, aud it will be comparatively speaking 
easier to assemble them for the work of 
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clearing out the bed of the moats than to 
hire Chinese labourers for that purpose. 

We therefore depute Chang Yiieli (late 
Commander-in-Chief in Kuangtuny) to 
puperintend this undertaking, which will 
be carried out by the ten battalions of 
infantry under his command, together with 
the two battalions under Féng Nan-pin 
and the four uuder Chiang Tung-ts‘ai, 
in the manner proposed by the Board 
of Works ; that is, tla obstructions in the 
bed will be all cleared away in order tu 
secure @ uniform depth and freedum from 
obatruction throughout, Auy mattera which 
have not been provided for, ur modifications 
of the orlzinal plan which may snyyest 
themselves froin time to time, will be con- 
sidered by these officersin consultation with 
the Board of Works, and duly dealt with as 
local conditions may dictate. 

Chang Yueh will impress upon the various 
commanders the necessity of keeping the 
troops appointed to this duty under strict 
discipline, and the Office of Gendarmeric 
will be further required to maintain cace- 
ful watch against disturbances of any sort. 

Let action be taken in other particulars 
as proposed. 


(2) Chang Yueh ( 9 IZ) is appointed 
Governor of Kuausi, but Lit Ping-hény ia 
to continue to actin that capacity until his 
arrival, 

(3) ‘Tang Jén-lien (Bt {= Ba) is appointed 
Commander-in-Chief of the land forces of 
Kuangtung, and Su Yuan-ch‘un (fe 7H) 
to a similar post in Kuangsi. 

July 12th,—The Governor of the Metro- 
politan Prefecture reports a fall of rain in 
Peking to the depth of two inches of satu- 
ration. 

(1) A Memorial from the Governor Gene- 
ral Li Hung-chiang reporting the receipt of 
a petition from Chou Shéng-po, previously 
General of the Liang-chow Division and 
now in chief command of the new Army 
Division known as the Shéne Tzi Hsin 
Chitin, with the various regiments forming 
the van of the army of Chihli. In whis 
representation, to which the name name of 
Chou Shéng-ch‘uan, Commander-in-Chief 
in Hunan, who has the chief direction of 
the Divisiun known as the Shéng Chiin, is 
attached, these oflicergs state that they 
had received a letter frum their place of 
demicile announcing the death of their 
mother upon the 7th of June. As she was 
their own mother the law required them 
to go into mourning, and they prayed 
that officers might be seut to relieve them 
of their respective charges aud enable them 
to hurry back tu their home to attend to 
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their duties as mourners, They further 
asked permission to vacate their offices. 

The Memorialist would observe with re- 
ference to the above application that Chou 
Shéng-ch‘uan has been with the Memoria- 
list for the last fifteen years, having ful- 
lowed him with his men from Shenai, 
and he has been engaged ever since 
in carrying out arrangements for coast 
defence, the eonstruction of furts, clearing 
of canals, d&c., all of which works have 
heen successfully performed, The “Shéng” 
Division is armed with foreign breech- 
loading rifles and artiilery, which the men 
handle with a dexterity that places them 
at the head of any provincial army for pro- 
licieucy in the use of these arms, a success 
which is eutirely due to the laborious per- 
severance with which their general has 
attended to their drill. During all the 
time he has beer in ‘Lientsin he has only 
once visited his home, that is, some seven 
years ago, the Memorialist being unable to 
accede to hie repeated requests tur leave to 
go and see his aged motlier, in consequence 
of the difticulty there was iu finding a suit- 
able substitute. 

Chou Shéng-po returned to his home at 
the close of the rebellion to minister to his 
mother, but he came to Tientsin last year 
with recruits which, at the Momorialist’s 
request, he had been commanded by His 
Majealy to raise. At the time the applica- 
tion was made the Memorialist stated that 
when the French ‘business’? was over 
he would request His Majesty’s permission 
to send one of the two brothers back to 
the wants of their mother. Chou Sheng- 
po was very unwilling to leave his mother 
at all, as she was over nivety years of age, 
and lis departure would leave her no one to 
wait on her, but on the repeated pressure of 
the Memorialist, conpled with an appeal to 
his sense of duty to his country, he came re- 
luctantly to ‘Tientsin, where he was placed 
in supreme command of the new ' Shéng” 
Division and the van of the army of port 
defence where his services have been most 
effective. 

In the early summer the brothers 
beyyed the Memorialist to let one of them 
go back to look after their mother, who was 
daily growing more feeble and ailing, but 
lie positively refused to let either of them go 
because the Freuch Treaty had not yet been 
signed, intending as soon as peace had been 
thoroughly established to request on their 
behalf the exercise of His Majesty's bene- 
volence. He little thought that they would 
never see their mother again. The one 
had been away from his mother for over a 
decade, and the other had ministered to 
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her for the same period, and both have 
been exposed to the pain which attends 
their inability to ‘‘c'ing lo the garments ” 
of their parent in the vain hope of arresting 
her departure from them, and this grief ia 
the result of the pressure exercised by the 
Memorialist, The petition which they now 
present, in accents of keen and tearful 
grief, for permission to vacate their posts, 
puts the Memorialist to unutterable shame, 
and leaves him no means of offering them 
cousolation or assuaying their sorrow, 

Be that as it may, it is none the less 
highly inexpedient that both brothers 
should absent themselves from their im- 
portant duties at one and the same time, 
and that Memorialist would suggest that 
as this melancholy event must have come 
with a greater shock upon Chou Shéng- 
ch‘uan, who had been away from home for 
so many years, he is especially to be pitied. 
He would therefore request that His 
Majesty will grant leave for 100 days to 
Chou Shéng-ch‘uan that he may return to 
his home and conduct the mourning rites. 
Chou Shéng-po will be directed to wear 
his mourning in camp and attend to his 
brother’s duties as his own, Upon the return 
of the latter from leave the case of Chou 
Shéng-po will be further considered, 

The Memorialist would add a suggestion 
that as Chou Shéng-ch‘uan is substantive 
commander-in-chiet of Hunan, his appoint- 
ment should be made an acting one at the 
expiration of the hundred days of mourn- 
ing. 

The application is granted by Decree 
earlier issued, 

July 13th.—(1) A Decree ordering the 
postpunement of the execution of criminals 
whose sentences would in the ordinary 
course of eventa be carried out after the 
autninn assize and Court Revision. This 
to celebrate the completion of a decade of 
the preseut reign, 

(2) A Decree appoiuting certain provin- 
cial authorities fur a period of three years 
to superintend the conveyance of copper 
wn transite from Yunnan to Peking. This 
duly is imposed upon the Financial Com- 
missioners of Szschuen, Kiangsu and Chih- 
li, and the Judge of Hupei, who are to 
take vigorous measures to expedite the 
copper on its road, and to take care that 
the full quantity ia sent forward, 

(8) The Governor-General and Governor 
ab Foochow report the despatch by bill of 
exchange of the second instalment of cer- 
tain subsidies for the capital which are a 
charge upon the revenues of Fulkion. 

The Board of Revenue have charged the 
tea dutios of Fuhkieu for the present year 








with a contribution of Tis. 50,000 for the 
office of the Imperial Household, Tis. 
200,000 for the Board of Revenue, and 
Tls. 5,000 per mouth for the maintenance 
of the Banner force, while the likin re- 
ceipts on foreign opium are charged Tis. 
50,000. 

July 14th.—The Governor of the Metro- 
politan Prefecture reports a fall of rain in 
the metropolis to the extent of thorough 
saturation. 

(1) A Joint Memorial from the Governor- 
General and Superiutendent of Customs at 
Canton protesting against the sum at which 
the Pakhoi native Customs is assessed, as 
it is far in excess of the income of that 
establishment. 

The Memorialists learn from the Board 
of Revenue that His Majesty has sanctioned 
their suggestion that the rating of the 
Pakhoi Customs shall be Tls. 23,000 for 
the regular assessment and Tls, 12,000 for 
the surplus assessement, this rating being 
based ou the revenue collected in the most 
favourable years, any deficit, as usual, to 
be made good by the Superintendent him- 
self. 

The Memorialista in demonstrating the 
excessive late of this assossment state that 
the Pakhoi native Customs was established 
in the year 1870 for the taxation of foreign 
gools that went inland from that port. 
The annual revenue derived from this 
establishment was, at the outset, compara- 
tively large, but when Pakhoi was opened 
to foreign trade in 1877, steamers very 
soon interfered with the junk-trade, which 
rapidly declined, with a corresponding 
diminution in the receipts of the native 
Customs, as is demonstrated by the fact 
that while the revenue was about Tle. 22,000 
to Tis. 23.000 previous to 1878, it was only 
about ‘I'ls. 17,000 to Tis. 19,000 in 1879, 
1882 and 1883. ‘The Board now not only 
wish to assess the Pakhoi establishment at 
its highest rate of revenue, viz.: T'ls. 23,000, 
but put on, in addition, a surplus asseas- 
ment of Tls. 12,000, © 

Pakhot is au out-of-the-way place, and 
is only a port of call where there are no 
large mercantile eatablishinents or podowns 
or any great staple of trade, so that it 
will not bear comparison with some of the 
larger treaty ports, while as far as this 
yoar is concerned the French blockade has 
driven every merchant from the place, and, 
since the 3rd moon, French vessels have 
‘been cruising off the port and have fright- 
ened all the juuks away. There is every 
reason therefore to anticipate a still greater 
falling off in the receipts thig year, and as 
it is perfectly impossible to cumply 
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with the suggestion of the Board, the 
Memorialista trust that His Majesty 
will allow the assessment of the Pakhoi 
Native Customs to be postponed, and the 
revenue, whatever it m«y be, to be accepted. 
When the trade of the place improves in 
due course, and the native customs revenue 
iicroases an assessment will be considered. 
—Referred to the Board of Revonue. 


(2) A Joint Memorial from the above 
named officers and the Governor of Kuang- 
tusg reporting the despatch to Peking of 
Ts. 153,000 odd as au instalment of the 
various subsidies to the capital which are 
a charge upon the Canton Customs. 

The following list of charges upon that 
establishment for the present year is given 
by the Memorialista :— 

Ts. 
Usual Metropolitan subsidy .........200,000 
New surplus assessment................ 60,000 
(From the above Tls. 13,000 has to 

be deducted which has been paid 

as a donation from Her Majesty 

to the troops in Tonquin.) 

Refund on Fulkien Loan of 1874, 


in instalments, each ..........e00.. 6,000 
Metropolitan defence .............. ++ .120,000 
For’ the Imperial Treasury of the 

Privy Purse .............00. vs veeeere000, 000 


July 15th.—(1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt of applications from Yang Yo- 
pin, Lin Ming-ch‘uan and Sun K‘ai-hua 
for the bestowal of rewards upon a number 
of oficera who specially distinguished them- 
selves in engagemeuts with the French in 
Formosa, together with those to whom 
merit is due for their energy in forwarding 
supplies. Lin Ming-ch‘uan, who was charged 
with the defence of Northern Formosa, is 
held to have displayed a want of con- 
tinuity in his organisation of strategical 
plans for the recapture of Keelung, and his 
services are not deemed worthy of record. 
The meritorious ecrvices of the officers un- 
der him, and the gentry, who held import- 
ant points of vantage against the enemy for 
a lony period of time aud gave them battle 
on repeated vccasiu's, resisting them to 
the utmost of their endeavour, should not, 
however, be relegated to oblivion by reason 
of the want of energy displayed by their 
leader. ‘he rewards solicited are, at the 
same time, higher than are warranted by 
the service performed and will have to be 


diminished accordingly. 


Here follows a list of rewards occupying 
seven pages of the Gazetic. General Su 


a A 4 
Té-shéng (te FEE), whose name heads the 
list, ia cOmuutted to the Board for the 
determination of honours on a liberal scale, 


Juty 15—19.] 





aud the other distinctions granted are of a 
similarly moderate character. 

July 16th.—A Sub-Memorial from Chang 
Chih-tung, Governor-General at Canton. 

In the autumn of the year before last 
one Wang Mao-kuan was deputed to carry 
out certain works on the fortifications, 
aud very large sums of muney passed 
through his hands. Lt having come to the 
Memuorialist’s ears that this officer had 
been making out accounts of expenditure 
in exceas of his actual outlay, he seut for 
Wang and personally admonished him, 
calling upon him to confess the truth 
about his mis-doings. Wang, however, was 
evasive and disputatious, aud would not 
admit his guilt, so the Memorialist secretly 
deputed the Prefect of Canton to make 
enquiries, aud this officer ascertained that 
Wany’s frauds were of 80 extensive a nature 
as to demand immediate and searching 
investigation. 

The Memorialist would submit that the 
work of fortification is of the utimnost 
importance, and covsidering the extreme 
difficulty that there is in obtaining fuuds 
for the military expenditure of the province 
and the ceaseless worry under which the 
Memorialist labours to place military 
matters on a sound basis, and the constant 
state of anxiety he is in for the welfare of 
the people, whose poverty aud distress 
make him feel disheartened and ashamed, 
it is too disgusting that funds which are 
scraped together with the utmost pains 
should go to line the pockets of a grasping 
and greedy official. Hoe ventures therefore 
to pray His Majesty to order that Wang 
Mao-kuan be forthwith cashiered prepara- 
tory to being subjected to a rigorous trial 
and such further punishment as may be 
found necessary. When the amount of his 
defalcations has been ascertained the money 
will be recovered from him in full. 


The request is granted by a Rescript 
appended to the Memorial. 


July 17th.—No documents of import- 
ance, 


July 18th.—(1) The Governor of the 
New Dominion solicits His Majesty’s ap- 
proved to the confirmation of Huang 
Kuang-ta (MIE) an expectant ‘Tao-t‘al 
of Kansu who has been acting as Tao-t‘ai 
at Kashgar, in the permanent appointment 
to that post. 

The post of Tao-t‘ai at Kashgar is one 
which contains all the elements that com- 
bine to make it an appointment of extreme 
importance, as the district extends over a 
wide area, and in addition to criminal and 
uiilitary jarisdictiona the Tao-t‘ai has to 
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superintend foreign commercial relations 
waterways, colonisation, coinage and taxa- 
tion. Huang Kuang-ta, whose record 
of service is a very good one, has per- 
formed the acting duties of the post 
with success for the past year, and is 
now recommended ag the most suitable 
officer for the substantive appointment,’ 
Should His Majesty consent to this recom- 
mendatiou, Huang Kuang-ta will be at 
once sent to the Board, with the usual 
credentials, for presentation at Court, 

R-ferred to the Buard of Civil Office. 

(2) A Memorial from Ch‘ing An, Governor 
of K‘ubdo, and his colleague, the Deputy 
Governor. 

By a Decree of the reign Chia Oh‘ing, 
the lead mines in the region called Tu-lan 
Hala to the south of the country of the 
Djakch‘in Mongols in the jurisdiction of 
K‘vobdo were atrictly closed, in conae- 
quence of the unsuitability of the frontier 
region for enterprises of this nature 

In the 8th year of Hsien Féng the 
Governor of Urumtasi asked for permission 
to invite capitalists to work these mine- 
experimentally, but the Governor of K‘obs 


do objected on the ground that it might 


possibly bring together a conpregati 

bad characters in a lonely a ates 
extent where the invasion of different 
mining claims would be a probable cause 
of disturbance. The Governor further 
suygested that officers should annually 
be sent from K'‘obdo and Pa-li-k‘un 
after the melting of the snows to patrol 
the region in question and see that the 
prohibition was duly observed. This duty 
has been carried out every year, and the 
Memorialista wrote as usual this ‘apring to 
Urumtsi and Pa-li-k‘un asking that officers 
might be sent to join their agent in a come 
bined patrol of the region, but an answer 
was sent from Pa-li-k‘un to say that times 
were bad and money so acarce that there 
were nO funds available for this purpose 
The Memortalists accordingly sent their 
man to inspect the mines which he visited 
in company with the guard station officers 
and found that they had not been surre : 
titiously worked, a fact which is now, = 
— Repos for His Majesty’s informa. 
July 19th.—(1) A Decree ackno i 
the receipt of a Memorial fame One 
who suggests that the system of checkin 
the registers adopted by the Governor of 
Chékiang to prevent corrupt officials from 
availing themselves of the remiasion of 
arrears of taxation' owing by the people 
which wag announced last year, should be 
made compulsory in all the provinces. As 
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the object of this remission was to benefit 
the poor and wags not intended to afford 
unprincipled officials an opportunity of 
passing off the taxes collected by them, but 
never remitted, as arrears owing by the 
people, and the system adopted by the 
Governor of Chekiang to prevent this 
contingency appears to be honest in its 
design, other provincial Governments are 
called upon to adopt to adopt the same 
plau. (See Gazette of 19th June.) 

(2) A long Memorial from the Superin- 

tendents of the Peking Granaries in reply 
to certain suggestions made by a Censor 
for the remedy of the flagrant abuses with 
which he declares the Memortialists’ depart- 
ment to be rife. 
' While admitting the general principle 
that the Granary department is beset with 
abuses, and that reforms are urgently 
needed, the Memorialists submit that these 
abuses must be traced to their source bee 
fore they are attacked, and they deprecate 
any wholesale suggestions of reform made 
without a knowledge of the direction such 
reforms should take. The reform of 
abuse has been the subject of careful 
consideration with the Memorialista ever 
since their assumption of office, and 
while they have been able to effect im- 
provements in some directions, in others 
they have been baffled by the weight of 
circumstances and difficulty of reform which 
long usage presents, 

The Momorialista then proceed by the 
light of the experience their consideration 
sand knowledge of the subject give them 
to criticise the various suggestions that 
have been put forward by the Censor. 

One of these is that the keys of the 
various granaries should be kept by the 
Superintendents or the supervising Cen- 
sors. To this it is objected that although 
the granaries are sealed up as soon as the 
grain is passed in they have to be opened 
in the rainy weather to see that the con- 
tents have not been damaged by leakage 
or that the new rice has not sweated with 
the return of moist atmosphere, while the 
contents of each bin have to be turned 
over and aired under the eye of the Censor 
on duty, to whose custody the keys are 
consigned. 

As the Superintendents live at T‘ung- 
chow and the Censors in different parts of 
the city, it would be very incouvenient if 
the key had to be’ sent for to such a 
distauce and might cause mischievous 
delay. 

After considering and disposing of various 
other suggestions for the prevention of 
the practice of mixing yood rice with bad, 
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etc., etc., the Memorialists conclude with 
the following general statement. 

The root of the abuses which exist in 
the Government granary department is to 
be found in the deficits which appear in 
the quantity stored, and this deficit is 
caused by thefts which arise either from 
private irregularities or official pressure. 
Some time ago it came to the Memorialists’ 
ears that lawless characters were in the 
habit of removing thousands of piculs from 
the granaries by other exits than the doors. 
The private irregularities were committed 
with the connivance of dishonest Super- 
vising Censors and disreputable custodians, 
for the thefts could not possibly be 
perpetrated without the knowledge of 
the Ceusors-in-charge. The irregularities 
committed under official pressure are due 
to the system which now prevails of allow- 
ing the official recipients of Government 
rica to choose their allowance from any 
bin they please, instead of, as in earlier 
days, drawing lota for the particular bin 
from which they should be helped. The 


custodians of ths bins, being afraid to 


interfere for fear of being beaten by the 
servants of the high officials who come 
for the rice, are obliged to bribe the 
latter to accept inferior rice, and as they 
have no money for thia purpose they make 
their outlay good by stealing grain from 
the store and selling it. To remedy the 
firat of these two sources of abuse, the only 
plan is to get rid of any superintendents 
whose reputation is indifferent or ways 
suspicious. Official pressure‘ can only be 
avoided by reverting to the old system of 
drawing lotsa for the bin from which allow- 
ances shall be drawn, and it is requested 
that His Majesty will issue commands to 
that effect, giving the recipients the pri- 
vilege of complaint to the Throne when 
the rice served out is bad. 

July 20th.—{1) A Decree acknowledging 
the receipt from the Governor of Chékiang 
of a list of rewards, which his Majesty is 
asked to bestow on the officers who dis- 
tinguished themselves in the defence of 
the Chinhai forts against the French. 

As the energy with which these officers 
repulaed the repeated attacks made by the 
French fleet in the month of February last 
is deserving of a slight measure of com- 
mendation, rewards are ordered to be be- 
stowed upon them, the list being headed 
by the name of Ou-yang Li-chien, Oom- 
mander-in-Chief of Chékiang, who con- 
ducted the defence in person and is now 
given a button of the first grade. 

(2) The Governor of the New Dominion 
reports the receipt of an application signed 
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by several officers under his command pray- 
ing him to bring to Hie Majesty’a notice 
the case of a centenarian dame, the grand- 
mother of one of their colleagues. ‘The 
lady in question, who is a native of 
Haiang-haiang Hsien in Hunan and grand- 
mother of Liu Wén-ho, an expectant ¢‘1 tu 
and head of the garrison at Tarbagat‘ai, 
waa born in the 2nd moon of the 49th year 
of the reign Ch‘ien Lung, (April 1874). 
She married in the 8th year of Chia Ch‘ing 
(1802), and has had three sons, eleven 
grandsons, eight great-grandsons, and two 
great-great-grandsons, five generations be- 
ing thus assembled under one roof, 

By a Rescript appended to the Memorial 
the application for the bestowal of the 
customary marks of Imperial approbation 
is sanctioned, and the Board of Ceremonies 
is directed to taken cognisance of the fact. 

July 21st.—(1) A Sub-Memorial from 
the Governor of Auhui announcing the 
receipt of a report from the Magistrate of 
the T‘ung-ch‘éng District to the effect that 
@ number of reservoirs for the storage of 
water for irrigation purposes buret at three 


different places in that District on the 13th 


of May last, in consequence of heavy rain 
followed by a descent of mountain torrents, 
The majority of the huts in the vicinity of 
these reservoirs were washed away, and 
thirty-five people were drowned. Relief 
waa immediately afforded, and subscriptions 
were set on foot for raising sufficient money 
to have the reservoirs promptly repaired, 
and as the water quickly drained off the 
land the crops will not be interfered with. 
The Memorialist, not being satisfied that 
the relief afforded by the Magistrate 
would bo sufficient to meet the exception- 
ally distressing circumstances of the case, 
called upon toe Financial Commissioner 
to furnish further sums for the alleviation 
of the distress of the sufferers. That officer 
now reports that he has supplied the Ma- 
gistrates of the T‘ung-ch‘éng aud Huai-ning 
Districts, both of these having been affected 
by the inundation, with Tls. 1,000 for 
distribution amongst the sufferers and the 
repair of the sluices. 

July 22ud.—(Court Circular) Cheng 
Beileh (the son of Prince Kung) sent in 
his Testamentary Memorial. 

(1) A Decree expressing His Majesty’s 


profound sorrow at the intelligence of the 


death of Ch‘éng Beileh, son of Prince 
Kung, who was endowed with a quick and 
intelligent disposition and was diligent and 
capable in the performance of matters en- 
trusted to his care. He enjoyed the favour 
of the two last Emperors, who bestowed 
upon him the decoration of the three-eyed 


peacock’s feather, and raised him from 
the grade of Imperial Noble of the sixth 
grade to that of beileh, or Prince of the 
third order, giving him, in addition, the 
privilege of attendance in the Inner Pre- 
cincts of the Palace, and conferring upon 
him the brevet rank of chiin wang or Prince 
of the Second Order. 

Since His Majesty’s accession to the 
Throne he placed him in positions of still 
greater trust, and made him an Imperial 
Chamberlain and Lieutenant-General of 
the Red Mongo! Banner Corps, in both of 
which positions he displayed reverential 
care and attention, and may be said to 
have justified his appointment to those 
offices. 

Iu the month of January last he applied 
for sick leave, and this was granted in the 
hope that attention to his ailments would 
be followed by complete recovery. 

A tolo pall is to be bestowed upon him, 
a noble of the sixth grade is directed to 
go with ten officers of the Imperial guard 
to offer a libation before his remains, a 
Comptroller of the Imperial Household ia 
to superintend all arrangements connected 
with the funeral obsequies, which will be 
conducted officially, and, as an Act of 
Special Grace, the posthumous honours 
allotted by law to Imperial Princes of the 
second order will be bestowed upon the 
deceased, all official penalties recorded 
against his name being cancelled. 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from Téng Ch‘éng-kaiu, 
Director of the Court of State Ceremonial, 
denouncing both the high authorities of 
Fuhkien and the officers of the Board of 
Civil Office for the inaccuracy of their 
decision with regard to the measure of the 
offence committed by Shén Pao-ching, 
Financial Commissioner of Fuhkien, in 
removing his family from his official re- 
pidence in 8 moment of alarm. 

His Majesty endorses the opinion of the 
Memorialist, and commits both Tso Tsung- 
tfang and Yang Ch‘ang-chtin to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty,. 
and the Presidents, Vice-Presidents and 
Secretaries of the Board of Civil Offica 
are similarly consigned to their respective 
yaménus for the determination of the 
penalties to which they have rendered 
themselves liable, The Board is to recon- 
sider the penalty to be inflicted on Shén 
Te sh is ordered to vacate his 
post at once and to come to Peki i 
the decision of the Board, i a 

(3) Chang Méng-yiian, Financial Com- 
missioner of Kuangsi, is appointed Financial 
Commissioner of Fuhkien, and Li Ping- 





héng relieves him, the post of the latter as 
Judge of Kuangsi being taken by Ch‘ing 
Ai, Salt Commissioner of that province. 


(4) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Houan reporting the steps he has taken in 
accordance with the Imperial orders issued 
at the instance of the Tsung-li Yamén, to 
reduce the military expenditure of that 
province, 

The Memorialist ventures to hazard the 
opinion that the army of the ‘* Green 
Standard” throughout the eizhteen pro- 
vinces has long been in an effete condition, 
while the pay and allowances which each 
soldier of this army ought by rights to 
draw is in itself too little to support him- 
self and his family. It is utterly vain, 
therefore, to hope that he can be effective 
on his present pay, and the only way in 
which there is any hope of rendering the 
force of any actual use is to reduce the 
number of men and to raise their pay to a 
somewhat higher scale than that granted 
to the combatant forces, the discipline 
being simultaneously reformed and drills 
more vigorously enforced. The number of 
men, in short, may be reduced, but not the 
sum required for their maintenance, Re- 
duction of numbers is, none the less, a 
difficult matter in Honan, which has a 
frontierconterminous with seven provinces, 
with the heavy police-work entailed by the 
passage to and fro of fugitive criminals 
from one jurisdiction into another, The 
Kuei-té Division, in particular, is a speci- 
ally important centre, being, as it is, the 
guteway into four provinces, ‘Three bat- 
talions of the Governor's Brigade are sta- 
tioned at K‘ai-féng Fu, the focus of a 
mixed population from all parts of the 
empire, over whom very careful watch has 
to be kept. The men of the ‘* Green 
Standard” have, further, to garrison the 
important strategiont points throughout 
the province, to act as custodians of the 
treasuries, granaries, and jails, to escort 
prisoners and convey treasure, and to per- 
form various other onerous and miscellane- 
ous duties, fur which the present number 
is only just sufficient, while the ollicors, 
high and low, have to combine several 
functions in one individual. 

The total strength of the provincial army 
(of the ** Green Standard”) is 15,666 men, 
who are, as a matter of fact,too few for the 
duties required of them ; but it bohoves the 
Memorialist in these times of financial 
difficulty to endeavour to perform appa- 
rent impossibilities, and he has, therefore, 
after consultation with hia ataff, decided to 
dispense with 759 men, whereby an anutal 
saving iu the ostimates will bo effectod of 
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Tia. 15,900 odd. He begs permission to 
apply the saving thus effected to the main- 
tenance of the additional troops that have 
been attached to the Kuei-té Division since 
1860, who are supposed to be supported 
by contributions from Shansi to the extent 
of Tla, 14.000 per annum, but this con- 
tribution hag not been sent for many years 
aud the last application to that province 
for the money has been treated with 
silence. 

Rescript :— Let the Board concerned 
take cognisance, 

July 23rd.—(Court Circular.) Prince 
Kung returns thanks for the libations which 
His Majesty has been good enough to 
order to be offered before the remains of 
his son. 

Lu Fu-lin, newly appointed Governor of 
Shensi, arrived in Peking (from Honan) 
and paid his respects, being also received 
in audience, 

(1) Liao Shou-héng, Minister of the Taung- 
li Yamén, is appointed Chief Examiner 
in Kiangsi for the triennial examination. 

(2) Lin Shu is appointed Lieutenant 
General of the Red Monyol Banner Corps, 

(3) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
the departure of the steamers from Shang- 
hai with tribute rice for Peking. 

The total amount of tribute rice which 
is due to Peking, of the qualities known as 


ya and 4, from Chékiang for the year 
1884 is 488,300 piculs, of which a portion, 
by arrangement with the Governor of 
Kiangsu, was to be carried by steamer from 
Shanghai. Navigation, however, by the 
sea route having been impeded, its despatch 
waa temporarily delayed, but terma having 
at length been made and the sea route be- 
ing once more clear, the Memorialist, as 
the records will testify, applied for His 
Majesty’s permission to allow a certain 
portion of the grain to be consigned to 
Ningpo junks, as an act of charity, the 
rest beiny sent to Shanghai for shipment 
by foreign steamers to Tientsin. 

The oflicer in charge of the arrangements 
at Shanghai now reports that on the LOth 
of June he directed the China Merchauts’ 
Company to hand over to Messrs. Russell 
& Co. for shipment by the s.a, Za-na0 
20,900 piculs of grain, and by other agency 
loaded the .s, Pechili, belonging to Messra. 
Jardine, Matheson & Co, with 13,000 
picula for immediate conveyance to the 
North. Uhese shipments would be followed 
by others, as thero were steamers daily 
leaving for the North, 

(4) Lhe Governor of Chokiang reports 
the despatch of an instalment of the sub- 
sidy which his province ia this yoar called 
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upon to pay to Peking from the lekin re- 
ceipts on salt, which source of revenue is 
charged with the following payments : 


For the Board of Revenue Sedees 220,000 
For the Oflice of the Imperial 
Houseliold cescccssscesoesseesee 00,000 


July 24tbh.—(1) Hsi Chén, (Minister of 
the Tsungli Yameén) is directed to prucved 
to Kiangsu with all despnich and assist the 
Governor of that province in the investiga- 
tion and treatmont of a certain matter, 

(2) The following appointments are an- 
nounced :— 

Financial Commissioner of Kueichow, 


Tséng Chi-foug (#738 Bh). _ 
Judge of Kueichow, Li Yitian-tu (3 5G 


HE). 
Judge of Honan, [sii Chén-wei (FR 


Acting Governor of Kueichow, P‘an Wei 


* 
8 


(3) Li Yung-ch‘ing, Financial Commis- 
sioner of Kueichow, and T‘ang Hsien, 
Judge of Honan, are both called upon to 
vacate their posts and come to the capital 
to await other employment, 

(4) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from a Reader of the Han 
Lin representing the distress that has been 
caused by floods in Kuangtung, and request. 
ing that orders may be issued for its alle- 
viation, 

He states that in the month of June 
the waters of the North and West Canton 
Rivers suddenly rose simultaneously, and 
that the Districts of Ying-t6, Oh‘ing-ytian, 
Ta‘ung-hua and Hua Haien, situated on 
the river’s bauks, together with a line of 
country commencing with Ho Hsien and 
Huai-chi Hsien in Kuangsi, and extending 
to Kuang-ning Heien, Ssti-hui Hsien, Kao. 
yao Hsien, and Kao-ming Hsien_in the 
Chao-ch‘ing Prefecture and the Districts 
of Nau-hai, Shun-té, [Hsien-hui and San- 
shui, all suffered in consequence, The 
walls of the towns collapsed in some 
instances ; in others, embankments over- 
flowed or gave way, submerging houses or 
washing them away aud drowning large 
numbers of the people. 

The perusal of this Memorial describing 
the detuila of Lhe disaster has filled His 
Majealty with profound oompassion, and 
the Governor-General and Governors con- 
cerned are called upon at once to direct 
their subordinates to make a careful and 
honest inspoction of the extent of the mis- 
chief and the nature of the relief required, 
a report being submitted to His Majesty 


with a statement of the facts after they 
have been thoroughly investigated and 
considered. 

(5) ‘The remainder of this day’s issue is 
occupied with a report from the Governor- 
General at Nanking and the Governor of 
Kiangsu, into the circumstances of a case 
which occurred duriug the administration 
of the Governor-General Tséug Kuo-fan, 
and in which the Memorialists now find, 
upon Investigation conducted by Lis Ma- 
Jesty’s orders, that there was misapprehen- 
sion and misdirection on the authorities 
charged with hearing. 

By a Decree recently isaued, a number 
of officials through whose hands this case 
formerly passed are to receive penalties for 
their remissness in failing to elicit the true 
circumstances at the time. 


July 25th.—The Governor-General at 
Nauking and the Governor of Kiangsu 
report the retirement of the Magistrate of 
the Pao-shau District in consequence of 
the death of a parent, They recommend 


one Ko Ch‘ing (5 §), a native of Hunan, 
49 years of age, aud a metropolitan graduate 
of 1883, as the most suitable officer 
for the post, which, apart from other 
considerations, is important from the 
fact that its jurisdiction adjoius the conces- 
sion limits of Shanghai. 

July 26th.—(1) Chéng Tsao-ju, Director 
of the Court of lmperial Entertainment and 
Minister to the United States, Spain, and 
Peru, is permitted to retire on the plea of 
ill health, | 

(2) Yi K‘un (#@§ HB) is appointed Tao- 
t‘ai of the Ho Pei circuit in Honan. 

(3) The death of Chang Té-shéng, Gen- 
eral of the Chien-ning Division in Fuhkien, 
is announced. Hia bravery in holding the 
Ch‘ang-mén forts againat the enemy last 
year having been particularly conspicuous, 
asa Spocial Act of Grace the posthumous 
honours are to be bestowed upon him 
which are allotted by law to ¢'t-tu, or 
generals of the highest grade, who die at 
their posta after distinguishing themselves 
Ol) active Bervico. 

(4) A Memorial from the high officers 
composing the Board of Works, presented 
in the name of Fu-k‘un, the Senior Presi- 
dent. 

On the 22nd of June the Memorialists’ 
Board submitted their remarks upon the 
representations of the Censor Fang Ju-shao 
with regard to the condition of the city 
moats, and their urgent need of repair, 
aud on the same day they were honoured 
with Her Majesty’s commands that the 
ropuira should be carried out. They were 
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further directed to consider the arrangement 
to be made, and whether or no the irre- 
gular troops shuuld be made use of, report- 
ing the result of their deliberations to the 
Throne, 

Upon receipt of these commands the 
Board sent Secretaries to survey the moats 
and see what was necessary to be doue. 
Jt is found that the inner and outer cities 
represent a total length of 140,000 feet, 
and are blocked up with deposits in every 
section. Such a length of moat will not 
only be costly to clean aud deepen, but 
most of the bridges, sluices, and weirs are 
seriously out of repair. 

The present exhausted condition of the 
finances leads the Memorialists to the 
opinion, after careful consideration of the 
whole subject, that a considerable saving 
will be effected by making use of the 
soldiery, and giving them certain rewards 
for their work. Besides, this being the 
height of the farming season, it will be 
much easier to get the soldiers together 
than to hire the necessary number of 
labourers. O€f the irregular troops near 
Peking either the six battalions under 
Shan Ch‘ing or the ten battalions under 
Chao Yao could be moved up for the 
work, His Majesty is requested to in- 
dicate explicitly by Decree which bat- 
talions shall be put on to the work, and on 
the appearance of the Deoree the Board 
will draw up detailed specificntions of the 
work to be done and send them to the 
commander indicated. Any omissions or 
modifications which may hereafter suggest 
themselves will be dealé with as they 
appear in consultation with the said 
commander. Should any dredging mach- 
inery be required, the money for its 
purchase will be supplied by the Board 
on his written application. The question 
of the repair of the bridges, sluices, etc. 
will be dealt with as svon as the clearing of 
the moats begins to make some progress. 

(6) The Governor-General of the Hu 

Kuang Provinces and the Governor of 
Hupei' report the despatch of an instal- 
ment of the salt likin revenue due to 
Peking from the latter province for the 
current year, 
___ The galt likin revenue of Hupei for the 
Vth year of Kuang Hsii is charged with a 
payment of ‘ls, 160,000 to the Board of 
Revenue and 'I'ls. 50,000 to the Ollice of 
the Imperial Household. 

(6) The Governor of Hunan reports that 
serious damage was done to a town called 
Chén-tan during a heavy thunderstorm 
which occurred on the 23rd of May. The 
country all round becamo a vast lake, aud 
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inside the walls of the town the depth of 
the water varied from eight or nine to 
upwarda of ten feet. The floods, which 
were caused by a descent of hill water, 
fortunately touk place in the day-time, so 
there was not very great loss of life, but 
injury has been done to standing crops, 
and the destruction of buildings has been 
very great, not to mention the fact that 
the grain atored as provision against want 
has been spoilt by the inundation. The 
Taotai of the Circuit, in concert with the 
General of Division who has his head- 
quarters in the town, raised subscriptions 
locally for the relief of the aufferers, and 
have now applied to the Memorialist for 
further relief, which the Financial Com- 
missioner has been instructed to furnish, 


July 27th.—(1) Sun Yii-wén (FRBe yy) 
Senior Vice-President of the Board of 
Works, aud Shén Ping-ch‘éng (HR), 
Governor of the Metropolitan Prefecture, 
are appvinted Ministers of the Taung-ll 
Yamen. 

(2) Hsii Ch‘ang Re Judge of Hunan, 
and recently Joint Linperial Commissioner 
to Corea, is directed to vacate hia present 
post, and to join the Tsung-li Yamen ag 
expectant Director of 4 minor metropvlitan 
court with rank of the third grade, 

(3) The Governor of K‘ob-do and his 
colleague the assistant Governor report 
that they have, in accordance with annual 
custom, distributed 700 piculs of grain, 
consisting of wheat, barley and oats, 
amonyst the lands allotted to the military 
colonists, all of which was in the ground 
by the end of May. 

(4) In a sub-Memorial the same officers 
explain that the military allotments above 
referred to are divided into ten sections, 
to exch of which sections 56 plough oxen 
are allowed, making 660 in all. Losses 
amongst this stuck used to be filled from 
Tarbayat‘ai, but after the fall of that place 
to the rebels in 1866, a yearly graut of 
T's, 300 from the K‘ubdo Treasury for the 
purchase of plough oxen to replace those 
that died was sanotioned by Imperial 
Decree. : 

The Memorialists have now to report 
that during the last two years, what with 
drought and murrain, 301 of these oxen 
have died, leaving ouly 259, whioh are 
not enough for the work required - of 
them. ‘They propose therefore to make 
good the number by taking 75 head of 
oxen that are at present herded in the 
Government grazing ground, and buying 
260 bullocks, making 325 in all. Of these, 
20 will go to repay loans of oxen that have 
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been borrowed during the last two years 
for the spring and autumn sacrifices, 301 
make good the losses in the regulation 
number of plough oxen, and the remaining 
four will be turned out to graze in the 
Government pasturage ground. 

The bullocks will be bought at the 
market price, Tis. 12 a piece, and will cost 
in all Tis. 3,000. As there is no money 
available in the K‘obdo Treasury to meet 
thia charge, the requisite sum will be bor- 
rowed from shopkeepera in K‘obdo and 
repaid as soon as the remittaiuces arrive 
which are owing from various provinces. — 

(5) The Governor of Kirin and his 
deputy the Lieutenant Governor report 
the return of the latter from a liasty tour 
of inspection of the frontier stations, 

Leaving Kirin on the 4th of June, and 
travelling with few impedimenta, he first 
went westwards to the frontier gate at 
Wei-yiian Pao, and then turning north- 
wards he made a complete circuit of all the 
frontier stations as far as Chi‘ang-ch‘un 
‘I‘ing, when he came to the northern line, 
along which he visited all the villaves and 
towus, returning to Kirin on the 27th of 
June, THe found that a careful watch was 
kept at all the stationa and that at the 
musters held the men were up to the proper 
complement, but there were a few ineffeo- 
tives amongst them whom he ordered to be 
be discharged and others tuken on. Nine 
highway men in all who had been captured 
at different stations were summarily ex- 
ecuted by his orders, 

July 28th,—(1) A Decree announcing the 
Amended penalty which the Board have 
determined should be imposed on Shén 
Pao-ching, Financial Cominissioner of Fuh- 
kien. He is to be deprived of three ateps 
of rank and removed to another post, while 
the Grand Secretary Tso and Governor 
General Yang are to lose one step of rauk 
wud to retain their present posts. (See 
Gazette of July 22nd.) 


(2) Sung Fan (Fn), Salt Commissioner 
in Szechuen, is appvinted Judge of Hunan, 

(3) A Memorial from the Acting Governor 
of Hunan reporting on the difficulties 
which he finds present themselves in the 
way of imposing an increased tax on ten ag 
Suggested by the Board of Revenue in 
their Memorial to the ‘Throne on the 
methods of improving the Imperial Re- 
venue. One of the three ways by which 
it was proposed to secure this object was 
to effect a reorganisation of the taxer on 
tea by one of three altoruative methods, 
viz s— 

1.—To adopt a system of labels” on 
Packets, as in Kangu, one label being 


103 


SE ES 


attached to every five catties of tea, and 
costing three tael mace which is collected 
from the grower. 

2.—'l'o adopt the system in force in 
Ning-hsia, Yén-an, Yii-lin and Sui-té in 
Shensi, where oftices are established in the 
tea producing districts at which the tea is 
inspected and licenses are granted to the 
exporters, each 100 catties of tea paying 
T3 9, in addition to kin and other taxes 
at Barriers along the line of route. 


3.—To charge, in addition to the above 
fee of Tls. 3.9 for each 100 catty license, a 
further sum of Ts, 3.9, on Ts, 7.8 in all, 
which is to free the tea from all further 
miscellaneous charges whatsoever. 

‘These proposals of the Board, with the 
elasticity of which the Memorialist was 
profoundly impressed, were at onoe referred 
to the Commissioner of Finance and the 
likin tax office for consideration as to 
the best means of giving effect to them, 
and a report on the subject has now been 
received from the Financial Commissioner 
and the ‘Taotai- im charge of the likin 
oflices, 

In this report those officers state that 
‘Sred tea,” of which An-hua Haien is the 
great producing centre, is the staple of the 
ten grown in Hunan; other producing 
districts, such as Pa-ling Hsien, eto. fixing 
their prices in accordance with the fluctua- 
tions that occur in An-hua., In earlier 
days, the ten growers of An-hua Haien 
use: to sell their teas at an average rate 
of about 40 odd strings of oush (say, 40,000 
cash) per 100 catties, but of late the price 
has fallen to thirty strings, more or less, 
while no reduction is possible in the 
charges for rent of land and oost of the 
labour required for kicking and drying 
the lenves. If, therefore, a tax of three 
tnel mace per five oatties be levied in 
accordance with the ‘‘label” system of 
Kansu, every pioul of tea will have to 
pay Tis. 6 more thun it does at present, 
thus increasing the charges upon it and 
diminishing the profits proportionately, am 
eventuality which has caused much agita- 
tion amongst the growers, 

It is suggested by some, say the Oom- 
missioner and Tao-t‘ai, that there could be 
no harm in slightly raising the price of the 
tea at the time of its anle, and that by this 
meas the grower would not, after all, be 
the sufferer by an increased tax ; but this 
auvgostion is made in ignorance of the fact 
thot foreign merchants keep down prices by 
so many menng that no dealer would care 
to augment them, 

As regards the syatem of purchase pur- 
sued by the tes merchants, th» ton is 
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picked and prepared at An-hua, where, by 
the rule which bas always prevailed in 
Hunan, it pays a preliminary duty of ‘Ula. 
1.2.4 per 100 catties, this payment being 
repeated upon arrival at the Hankow Cus- 
tomas, making a total levy on the tea of 
T'ls. 2.5 per picul. Add to this the prime 
coat of the tea and the cost of water car- 
riage, etc., aud the total value comes up 
to something over I'ls. 20. If, in addition 
to the above, a further tax of Tis. 3.9 is 
charged, exclusive of lekin and other dues 
at barriers en route, or the alternative total 
duty of ‘I'ls. 7.8, the tea will cost to lay 
down something more than ‘T'ls. 30 per 
picul, while. it now sells for Tle, 20 odd, 
instead of Tls, 40 as it used to reulise. 
Under these circumstances, the dealers, 
whose only ain is to make a profit on their 
transactions, wonld all find themselves in 
the embarrassing posilion of having to sell 
below cost prize. 

The total average yield from lekin on 
tea in Hunan is about Tls. 400 000 a year, 
the tax being levied at an oflice specially 
established for that purpose in An-hua 
Heien, growers in other places paying their 
Ickin, into the nearest station. To the 
An-hua dealera the privilege is further 
accorded of paying lekin in advance into 
the central office at the provincial capital 
at the rate of Tls, 1.2.5. Informer days 
the payments in advance thus made used 
to realise some Tila. 50,000 to Tis. 60,000, 
but the payments on account of the new 
season’s teas this year placed on the mar- 
ket were very inconsiderable. Careful 


enquiry into the origin of thia falling off 


has elicited the discovery that the rumour 
of an additional import caused the dealers 
to form such anticipatious of the results 
that would accrue that they were unwilling 
to go into the country to make purchases. 
Thus, before the intention of increasiug 
the duties has been put into effect, a 
marked and sudden diminution of the 
likin revenue has manifested itself, and a 
general consideration of the whole question 
induces the framers of the report to re- 
quest that the Memorialist will pray His 
Majesty to allow the old system of taxation 
to be continued. 

In submitting the foregoing remarks for 
Hie Majesty’s consideration, the Memori- 
alist begs to state that they represent the 
actual facts of the case. While, how- 
ever, an increase of revenue from this 
source is not feasible, it is essential 
that measures be tuken to prevent any 
diminution, and in order to remove all 
doubts on the sudject the Kinancil 
Comimiaslonor aud Tuyutal determined to 
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issue proclamations through the likin 
Office announc'ng that the likin on Hu- 
nan teas would continue to be levied on the 
old scale. The result has been that during 
the last month or so dealers have gone one 
after the other into the hills to purchase 
tern. None the less, the receipts at the 
likin office from prelimiuacy payment of 
duty have only realised ‘ls. 30,000 odd. 

The Memorialist, in conclusion, while 
expressing hia entire sympathy with the 
eudeavours of the Board of Revenue to 
raise additional funds in these days of 
financial exhaustion, reyrets that the oir- 
cumstances of the tea growers of Hunan 
are such that any attempt to make them 
contribute to the desired increase would 
have no beneficial results, and would even 
do harm instead of good. 

Kvery effurt shall be made to give effect 
to the other proposal of the Board for the 
improvement of the revenue, aud these 
will be considered in a separate Memorial. 
—Rescript: Let the Board of Revenue 
take cognisance, ; 

July 29th.—(1) A Decree: Some time 
since, the Censor Liang Yo-chi‘ii reported 
that very serious disasters from floods had 
occurred in Kuangtung, and We called 
upon the Governor-General and Governor 
of the province in question to ascertain the 
extent of the damage done and administer 
rellef to the sufferers, 

On the same day that these Commands 
were issued We received Memorials from 
Chang Chih-tung and his colleague report- 
ing the particulars of the damage done in 
Nan-hai and other districts, their account 
ayreeing in the main with the earlier re- 
presentations of Liang Yo-ch‘i. 

The Governor General and Governor 
have already issued grants of money and 
rico for distribution amongst the suffer- 
ers, in slight alleviation of the straits 
to which they have been reduced, and 
We hereby command them forthwith 
to instruct their subordinates to carry out 
the distribution of this relief with due 
care, and in such wise that none are allow- 
ed to wander away and lose their place of 
domicile. ‘They will further repair all 
embankments that oan have been washed 
away, in order to protect arable land frum 
inundation. 

Li Ping-héng also reports that houses 
collapsed and people were drowned in 
the provincial capital, Wu-chow, and 
other places, in consequence of a aud- 
den rise in the waters of the river 
occasioned by heavy rainfall in the 
latter part of June; Ling-ch‘uan Hsien, 
Haing-an Haien, Ch‘itan Chou, Yang-ao 
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the river, all coming in for a share of 
the disaster, The Governor has already 
issued grants of money and opened the 
granaries in pursuance of arrangements for 
the relief of distress, and We command 
him to direct his subordinates to make 
careful and precise enquiry into the extent 
of the mischief done and conacientioualy 
to administer relief in such wise that the 
charity shall actually reach those for whom 
it is intended, and ao tender care be 
bestowed upon Our suffering people. 

The Governor-General and Governors 
will take achion in other respects in the 
niauner proposed by thea. 

(2) Ying Wén (Se XL) is appointed Salt 
and ‘aa Intendant of Saechuen, 

July 30th.—Tan Chung-lin, Governor. 
General of Sheusi aud Kausuh, solicits 
His Majesty’s permiesion to vacate his post 
post and go into retirement, as his eyesight 
haa become so bad that he cannot distin- 
guish faces a few paces off, and writing 
presents a blurred appearance to his vision 
when he attempts to read. He has other 
complaints as well, which, taken in connec- 
tion with the fretting aud worry caused by 
gradual loss of sight, render him unfit for 
the heavy responsibilities of his post. Goo 
ductors, too, are acarce where he is, like- 
wine good medicine, and the neglect of his 
ailments has well uigh rendered the Memo- 
rislist a vssless min, 

By a Reacript appended to the Memo- 
rial the Guvernor-Geueral is granted two 
months’ congé, 

July 3ilet.—(1) A Decree: Tséng Kuo.- 
cli‘tian reports the circumstances under 
which the three provinces of Kianguan 
have suffered from inundation, and the 
measures lie has taken for relief. 

He atates thatthe rain this year has been 
excessive in these provinces, causing an 
overflow of the River and its .afflvents, 
whereby the land protected by dikes ling 
been submerged and embankments and 
other works have been washed away in 
Shang-yiian and other Districts in Kiangsu, 
Lu-an Chou and other Diatriotas in Audi, 
aud Chiing-ohiang Hsien and other Dis- 
tricts in Kianysi. Ile adda that measures 
have already been taken to drain the waters 
uff and issue relief to the people. 

Having heard recently that thore had 
been excessive rain in Kiangau, We had 
already issued n Decree enquiring into the 
condition of that province, and the perusal 
of the preseut report has caused the Court 
redoubled distress of inind, We command 
the Governor-General and Governors con- 
cerned tu direct (heir subordinates to make 


105 


accurate enquiries into the extent of the 
disaster, and to enjoin on them the posi- 
tive neceasity of organising a satisfactory 
systein of relief with all promptitude, the 
main object to be borne iu view being that 
the charity dispensed does actually reach 
the people for whom it is intended, none 
of whom must be allowed to stray away 
and lose their place of domicile, thus 
seconding the feeling of extreme compas- 
sion for the sufferings of the people by 
which the Court is actuated. 

Let action be taken in other respecta as 
proposed, 

(2) A sub-Memorial from the assistant 
Governor of Tarbagat‘ai. 

The Memorialist begs to report that le 
is in receipt of a communication from the 
Governor ef Uliasut‘ai in which that high 
othcer states that on the arrival at Uliasu- 
t‘ai of an officer called Tso Chih-i, who had 
arrived on special service from Tarbagat‘ai 
at the former place, the Mongol chiettaina 
in charge of the postal service complained 
that the said Tso Chih-i and two others bad, 
during their progress over twenty stager, 
muleted the occupants of the price of sheep 
to the value of Ts, 58 1, and had eaten two 
sheep and one leg of mutton, the value of 
which they begged might be recovered for 
them, 

Tso Chih-i was thereupon sent for and au 
explanation was demanded, He then stated 
that as he did not understand Mongol he 
had hired an interpreter at Kuei-hua Chéng 
called Chatig. Ou arrival at the military 
poat roada, the supply of provisions he had 
brought for the journey ran shert, and he 
demanded contributions of mutton from the 
Mongols tokeep him going, intending to pur- 
chase more flouraudrice upon reaching Ulia- 
sut‘ai He had not anticipated that his in- 
terpreter would extort a money commuta- 
tion from the Mongola in lieu of the sheep, 
and when he heard of the cireumstance 
and took Chang to task the latter had 
decamped, He had searched the man’s 
baggage, however, and had found some 
money therein, from which he had now 
taken Ts. 581, the sum claimed by the 
Mongols, which he now begged to vffer 
thei. 

The Governor went on tosay that as Tao 
Chih-i did not understand Mongol and had 
refunded the price of the sheep that had 
been extorted from the station master, 
his offence had been condoned and he had 
been ordered to return to his barracks. 

The Memorialist would observe with re- 
ference to the sbove incident that the town 
of ‘Tarbavat‘al is situated on the extreme 
frontier, aud for several yvars past communi: 
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cations with that place have been maintained 
eutiraly by Mongols along the postal route, 
who have performed the important duties 
entrusted tu them without fail. Tso Chih-i, 
who holds the rank of sub-prefect, in 
neglecting to provide himself with sutti- 
cient rations on his return to his head- 
quarters at the conclusion of the mission 
with which he was entrusted, has been 
guilty of waut of self-reatraint in begging 
meat at the various stations along the 
postal roads, while the utter neglect of 
supervision which could allow his iuter- 
preter to deceive him and extort money 
from the Monyola in lieu of sheep be- 
tokens an extraordinary amount of care- 
Jessueas, and although the Governor of 
Uliasut‘ai has allowed him to close the 
case on the ground of his ignorance of the 
Mongol language, the Memurialist is of 
opinion that it would not be expadieut to 
permit so commonplace and obtuse an 
oflicial to escape so easily. It becomes his 
duty therefore to request that he be made 
an exrmple of by dismissal from the public 
service.—Request granted by Rescript. 

August lst.—No documents of import- 
ance. 
August 2ud,—(1) The Governor of Yiin- 
nan reports the reault of au enquiry into 
certain the result of an enquiry into certain 
charges of fraud brought against the officer 
in charge of the office for the levy of lekin 
on tea at Ssii mao Ting in the Prefecture 
of Pfu-erh in that proviice, 

Some two years ago this officer, whose 
name la Chang, was found by the Governor 
of the province to have remitted to the 
bank in bills of exchange a much larger 
sum of money than he paid into the cen- 
tral office, and he was accordingly denounced 
on a suspicion of fraud, and, in due course, 
was cashiergd proparatury tu being placed 
ov lia trial, 

Lhe case has now been investigated, and 
it would appear that Chang Pang-chieh haa 
not, after all, been guilty of the frauds of 
which he was suspected. Ie explains that 
AS Ssii-mao is some distance from Yiinvan 
Fu and it was not easy to send the money he 
collected in specie to the provincial capital, 
he made arrangements with a certain bauk 
in Ssti-mao to forward his remittances by 
by bill month by month to their agents 
in Yunnan Fu, by whom they were paid 
into the likin oflice. It ao happoned that at 
the time the suspected fraud occurred a 
Jocal rising had seriously interfered with 
trade and the receipts at Sati mao oftice 
were consequently smaller thau usual, 
being further reduced by certain charges 
laid upon them by the Ruorganisation 


Office, leaving a balance at the end of one 
month of only Tis, 4.7. Chany was on 
the point of remittiny this is the ngual way 
‘when certain mercantile friends of his 
fellow townsmen who has visiled § ii-mao 
with goods fur sale asked him to remit for 
them at the same time the proceeds of the 
sale of certain of their goods, amounting to 
‘Tis. 2,500, as the country was in a dis- 
turbed state and they were afraid of Joss. 
He did so, and the agency in Yunnan 
Fu duly patd in his money to the likin 
office, and the money of the merchants 
to their agents. ‘The lead of the 
likin office having heard that Chang had 
remitted much more than he received, 
examined the books of the bank and find- 
ing his suspicions confirmed denounced 
him to the Governor, 

Althongh it has now been ascertained 
that Chang’s story is correct, and that he 
was not guilty of fraudulent action, he has 
none the less neglected to draw the line 
sufficiently clearly between his official 
duties aud personal friendships, thereby 
giving rise to unfavourable comment and 
peovokins suspicions as to his integrity, 
and displaying a waut of proper perception 
of the duties of his position, ‘This short- 
coming having been visited alrexdy with 
dismisaal from office, the Memorialist is of 
Opinion that his case need not be further 
considered, 

Auguat 3cd.—(1) The Grand Council were 
honoured with the receipt of His Majvaty’s 
verbal commands that the Board vf Cere- 
monies should be called upon to consider 
what token of Imperial favour should be 
bestowed upon a lady called Shén who the 
Governor of the Metropolitan Profecture 
reports to have attained the age of one 
hundred years. 

(2) A Decree directing the Imperial Col- 
leye of Inscriptions to prepare tablets fur 
the templea to the Queen of Heaven, Kuan- 
yin, and another deity at Hu Wei, or Tam- 
aui, in Formosa, who have promptly re- 
sponded to prayers for aid offered in times 
of drought, flood, and pestilence, 

(3) A Sub-Memortal from ‘Tong Ch éng- 
hsiu, Director of the Court of State Cure- 
monial and Ministor of the ‘lsung-li 
Yamou. 

The Memorialist has read in the Guzette 
that the Board of Civil Oflice have only 
awarded Ch'au Pao-ching, Financial Cum- 
missioner of Puhkion, a fine of nine months’ 
pay as the result of the onquiry inte his 
conduct by Tso Tsung-t‘ang and the Gov- 
erpor-General. This aunouncement has 
caused great surprise at the Capital, A 
perusal of the report uf the two high officers 
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above named leaves it impossible to say 
whether other offences of the Financial 
Commissioner have or have not been sup- 
pressed, but they themselves say that 
he ia popularly credited with having 
removed his wife and family from his 
yamén at a time of panic, awd that the 
Governor General and Governor of the 
Province are unable to state positively 
that this was not the case, Thus there 
is teatimony from two sources in aupport 
of the charge «aB against the personal 
denial of the Commissioner himself, which 
haa been most improperly accepted as 
evidence. The two high officers in quea- 
tion tempt His Majesty’s forbearance by 
choosing the lightest of all the charges 
avainst the Commissioner upouw which to 
base a conviction aud replying that there 
wan some foundation for the suspicion 
entertained against him, The plan is in- 
genious enough, bat how does it accord 
with the laws of the reali ? Moreover, 
the Financial Commissioner has in the 
most bare-fuced manner courted the be- 
atowal of distinguished rewards for the 
defence of Formosa (where he never was) 
To raise him te honour when he never 
fouvht, and to heap rewards upon him 
when peace is made, bec:uae his family 
ran away : if merit and wrongdoing are go 
ill-defined, can it be said that the Court 
adininisters a system of rewards and 
punishmente ? 

It becomes the duty of the Memorialigt 
to request that Shéu Pao-ching, Fioancial 
Commissioner of Fuhkien, against whom 
there is actual proof that he was the first 
to remove his family at a time of panic, 
may be forthwith cashiered. As regards 
the provincial high authorities who en- 
quired into and reported upon this cage, 
aud the heads of the Boarda who decided 
the penalty, they have screened the guilty 
person and tempered his punishment re- 
spectively. Whether or no they should be 
committed to the Board for the determina- 
tion of a penalty must be left to His Ma- 
jesty todecide. (Sve Gazettes of July 22ud 
aud 28th.) . 

August 4th.—(1) A Deavee :—In the 4th 
moon of last year (May 1884) We gave 
special authority to Li Hung-chwny to con. 
sider and determine with the French cap- 
tain, Fournier, the conditions of trade in 
Aunam. In sv doing We had no other 
motive than to put aside the sword and give 
tranquillity to the people, 

Afterwards, when the affair at Tang. 
son occurred, We had no resource but to 
employ Our troops, and Aunam being an 
intensely het and uncullivated region, 


a 


many of the officers and men died from 
malarious diseases. Moreover, during the 
BX months’ struggle, both sides lost mauy 
men, and even the people of Our border 
tributary were involved in the horrors of 
war; whereat We were moved with great 
compassion, 

Ever since the twelfth moon, the Eng- 
lishman Hart, Inspector General of Cus- 
toms, on the ground that the two countries 
had practically no cause of quarrel, earneat- 
ly requested that the Tientsin Treaty 
might be reverted to, and acted as inter- 
mediary between the two parties with a 
view to the establishmont of friendly rela- 
tions. 

Paying respectful heed to the Divine 
quality of love for human life, and rever- 
entially bearing in mind the policy of Our 
Forefathers, who, when they seut their 
armies into the field, lad regard to the condi- 
tions of season and of place in the matter of 
prompt or deliberate action, of advancing 
or remaining stationary, and did not 
adhere to preconceived opintons of thetic 
own; guided too, with all deference, by 
the various Decrees issued in the 54th 
year of Chien Lung with regard to the 
withdrawal of troops from Annam when 
the question of expediency was similar to 
that of this Inter date,—-We gave special 
sanction to these requests, and called upon 
Li Hung-chang and others to conclude 
with Patendtre, the Freuch Envoy, a 
second and fresh ‘Treaty, in ten articles, 
wherein are determined places for trade 
on the Tonquin frontier, and a good 
understanding is arrived at. France 
has now withdrawn the whole of her troops 
from Keelung and the Pescadores, and 
we have recalled our Yiinnan = and 
Kuangsi armies within the frontier 
gates, while all the captives taken have 
been restored in fnil by either side. 
From this time forth our savage depen- 
dencies will be free from the scourge of war, 
and our seas will enjoy tho blessings of 
peace. 

In adjusting the turn of the scale in this 
matter from first to last the Court has 
ever watched with scrutinising care the 
requiremunts of expediency. We did not 
desire the wllima ratio of war and the sul- 
lying of our arma (by fighting where not 
absolutely necessary); we simply wished to 
carry out the principle of protecting a 
wanker atate, and cultivating friendship 
with our neighbours. A good understand- 
ing having vow been established, We hore- 
by proclaim the fact to all in Our capital 
and Our provinces to the end that Our 
motives may be universally made knuwa, 


108 


[Aue, 4—5. 





(2) Ch‘én Chin (Bil £8) is appointed Sub- 
Director of the Court of State Ceremonial. 

(3) Yang Ch‘ang-chiin is directed to as- 
sume the acting duties of Governor of Fuh- 
kien in addition to his other functions, and 
Chang Chao-tung ia called upon to hand 
over charge to him at once. 


August 5th_—(Court Circular) Hia Ma- 
jesty will receive (Birthday) congratula- 
tious at 7 a.m. to-morrow, and at 7.30 a,m, 
will take his seat to witness a theatrical 
entertainment, 


(1) A Decree once more onlarging on 
tle duties of Censors and the style of 
representations submitted by them. Faoi- 
Jities of speech to the Throne have been 
widely extended in the hope that everyone 
would submit loyal counsel, and that by 
collecting ideas on an increasing scale bene- 
fit would accrue both to the State and the 
people. 

It ia naturally the duty of those who 
address the Throne to be guided by con- 
sidorationa of time and circumstance in 
what they say, and to avoid anything like 
-bias or private prejudice, in order that any 
suggestions that meet the requirements of 
the particular case under consideration 
may be certain of adoption, 

Ever since hostilities commenced last 
year, many Memorials have been sub- 
mitted to the Turone, the suggestions in 
some of which, as they met the require- 
ments of the case, were immediately given 
effect to. Others were adopted in part 
only, but in every case advice was taken 
or nut after impartial consideration of its 
worth, and mental note was made of those 
who offered it, that their services might be 
employed at some further date. The use 
of improper expressions in Memorials to 
the ‘Throne was not taken special notice 
of, and even coarse and vulgar language 
was not punished with great severity ; but 
to offer improper suggestions to the Throne 
from motives of private animosity aud to 
vilify aud abuse the object of attack at 
will, regardless of the respect and reverence 
due to the Emperor, and thus gradually 
develop a spirit of calumnious attack, is 
injurious both to morals aud good govern- 
Inent, 


_ Lhe Decree goes on to quote from Euicts 
Jasued in the reigna Ch‘ien Lung and Chia 
Ch‘ing, in both of which the indulgence in 
alanderoua accusations which are the out- 
come of private apite is severely con- 
demned, and His Majesty announces his 
intoution of adhering to the policy therein 
nid down. Tu pursuance of this intention 
it is now ordered that the Censor Wu 


Hsiin, who attacked the Grand Secretary 
Yéu Ching-ming last year, and called him 
a traitor to hia country, and Liang ‘Ting- 
fén, compiler of the Han Lin, who attacked 
the Grand Secretary Li Hung-chang on a 
variety of counts, and in involved and 
ornate language hinted that he ought to be 
put to death, be both of them committed to 
the Board for the determination of a severe 
form of penalty as an example to others, 
who would carry vilification of Ministers 
in high place to such an extreme limit. 

(2) A Decree calling the attention of 
provincial high authoritiea in emphatic 
terms to the prevalence of corruption and 
abuses in every department of the Govern- 
ment administration. 

It is to the agency of the provincial high 
authorities that the sovereign has to look 
for the successful carrying out of the bene- 
ficent system of Government which it is 
his unceasing desire to administer. The 
ceasation of popular distress, the flourishing 
condition or the reverse of the finaucea of 
the empire, and the proper administration 
of its lawa depend entirely upon these high 
authorities. With such yrave responsibilities 
placed upon their shoulders how energetic 
ought they to be in their efforts to ensure 
their labours being productive of genuine 
success! While it is not denied that there 
are soine amougst them who apply them- 
selves conscientiously to the perfurmauce of 
their duties, there are others who have not 
succes od in purging themselves from the 
taint of perfuuctoriness. Express commands 
and emphatic injunctions from the Throne 
are cousidvred by auch Governors General 
or Governors as these to be done with when 
they have been communicated to their 
associates or subordinates. No pains are 
taken by them to ascertain actual facts by 
the teat of searching enquiry, with the re- 
sult that benefits do not permeate to those 
for whom they aro destined, and abuses 
spring up like weeds. Others even go sv 
far as tosmouth away charges or facts whicla 
they receive the special command of the 
Throne to enquire into, or intentionally 
postpone the iuvestigation of them. 

The army of the Green Standard has long 
been in an effete and useless condition, 
and ao the numbers of irregulars that are 
aulisted go towards the maintenance of a 
useless furce. Pay and rations, too, are 
wasted, and in every province more men are 
returned than are actually enrolled. Unlesa 
the army be purified from these abuses, 
how is it poasible to obtain an efficient 
and well drilled army ? 

So, again, with taxation, which is the 
stay and support of the administration, 
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False returns of disaster and applications 
for remisaion of taxation have become the 
rule, while the laxation on the productive 
lands never resumes ita assessed amount, 
Customs duties are regarded as a rich pre- 
serve in which to hunt, persoual gaiu being 
all that is considered and not the public 
good. Lekin is a tax which 1s imposed by 
the state under the pressure of unavoid- 
able circuinstaiuces, and the abuses which 
it has created are especially numerous, It 
is looked upon as a means of lending a 
helping hand to subordinates, who fatten 
upon it and sweep gains into their net in 
A manner. which has attained the force 
of usage that cannot be broken through, 
So, again, with the manufacturing depart. 
nents of the State, where expenditure is 
incurred on an enormous scale, the ser- 
vices of incompetent agents are employed, 
false returns of expenditure are sent in, and 
deception is practised Upow a scale that 
renders these departments one of the most 
fertile sources of waste. 

The same is true of other items of ex- 
penditure over and above that sauctioned 
by law, which are a drain upon the 
revenues of the Empire as well upon the 
earnings of the people, and are hedged 
about by long standing abuses of 80 many 
sorts and kinds that they defy classification, 

If provincial high authorities would act 
uprightly and verify their expenditure, 
considering the interests of the State ag 
though they were the interests of their 
own families and regardless of hard work 
or of contumely, maintain an attitude of 
independence and impartiality, how could 
there fail to be sufficient to meet the needa 
of the State or to enrich its subjects, and 
effect an improvement in the condition of 
the empire, the growth of which would be 
daily marked ? oe 

All the provincial high authorities are 
Ministers who have been specially selected 
for their posts and in whom confidence 
has been reposed, Let them all, then, 
rouse their consciences into activily, and, 
reverently furthering the burning anxiety 
which consumes the head of the State by 
day and night, bring true devotion of heart 
to bear upon all mattera which pass through 
their hands. ‘The trammels of favouritism 
must be absolutely broken through, cap- 
able and intelligent agents only be em- 
ployed, commands and warnings be regarded 
ne something more than mere empty words, 
and representations to the Throne not as 
a formal fulfilment of an allotted task. 

From tho issue of this emphatic mjune- 
tion heneeforward a continuance ia the 
beaten track of corruption and perfunctori- 
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ness will be met in its lighteat form by 
instant dismissal, aud in more aggravated 
inatances by the unsparing punishment of 
the offender. 

Iu sum, in the employment of proper 
Individuals and the adiniustration of Go- 
vernment the Court has no other standard: 
than that of truth. All the provincial high 
suthorities concerned are hereby called 
upon to give the general question of re- 
organisation and ita requirements their 
thorough consideration, and to submit a 
detailed exposition of their views to the 
Throne, There must not be the slightest 
suspicion of perfunctory obedience to this 
call, or any attempt to screen matters from 
view under pain of punishment and (ribula- 
tion. 

Exort yourselves and tremble! 

August 6th.—The only document worthy 
of notice in this day’s Gazette isa Memorial 
from the Governor-General and Governor 
of Hupeh protesting against the impoasi- 
bility (2?) of complying with the suggestion 
of wu Censor that a certain furce of irregular 
troops, 500 in number, employed in the 
salt preventive service should be disbanded 
in the interests of economy. 

The Memorialists explain at great length. 
the reasons which make it impossible to 
adopt this suggestion, a reduction in the. 
numbers of the salt preventive service: 
being certain, with the facilities which the. 
line of country they watch affurds, to lead. 
to smuggling on a large scale and a serious. 
diminution of a revenue which is far too- 
sinall to meet the calla upon it. 

August 7th.—(1) Sun Yii-w6n, Minister 
of the ‘T'sung-li Yamén and Vice-President. 
of the Board of Works, is directed to serve 
on the Grand Council. 

(2) The Governor of Anhui reports a 
seriea of disasters from a sudden descent of 
‘mountain water” in Lu-an Chou, where 
a certain loss of life occurred, and damage. 
waa done to houses, roads, bridves, etc. 
The water quickly subsided, and the sum 
of ‘Lis, 1,500 has been issued for distribu- 
tion to the sufferers. Similar diasters. 
occurred also iu Ch‘ien-shan Haien, where: 
Tis. 600 have been issued for the relief of. 
distress. 

(3) The Governor of Chékiang requests Hig. 
Majesty's permission to postpone, for the 
time being, the military tour of inspection 
in hia province which he has this year been 
called upon to make. Numberg of the 
trouops having been moved from their 
proper stations to assist in the defence of 
the maritime ports such as Ting-hai, Wéu- 
chow, Chapu etc., they have not yet ro- 
turned to their respective stations, while 





some time will be required to get their 
equipments inorder. Under these circum- 
atances al liumediate inspection is not ex- 
pedient, and as after the 7th moon the 
examinations for the degrees of provincial 
graduate, civil and military, have to be at- 
tended to and will not be entirely over 
until the LOth moon, the tour of inspection 
must at least be postponed till then, When 
the time arrives the Memorialist will uuder- 
take the work seriatim in such wise as 
sees to him advisable after considera- 
tion of the circumstances, | 

August 8:h.—(1) The Superintendent of 
Customs at Kalgan, on his return to Peking, 
reports the amount of the duties collected 
by him during hig last year of office. This 
was ‘T'ls. 36,139 and 3,148 strings of cash, 
the equivalent of which last is ‘I'le. 2,098, 
making a total collection of Tls. 38,237. 
The resular »ssesament of the Kalgan Cus- 
tome is ‘I'ls. 20,004, and the supplementary 
assessment ia [lg 40,506, so that there is a 
deficit on the latter of ‘Ila, 22,322. 

The ueual stersoptyped explanation is 
given for this falling off iu the receipts 
of the establishment, viz: the monopoly 
of the tea trade to Kiachta by Russian 
merchants who carry their tea under the 
transit pass system, So with other branches 
of trade with Kiachta, which is getting 
more and more into Russian hands to the 
exclusion of the Chinese, The duty on 
live-stock too, which is one of the principal 
items of import revenue, has materially 
fallen. off in consequence of the diminution 
of horses, camels, bullocks, and sheep, 
caused by a# ‘severe winter, a dry spring, 
and consequent want of pasturage. 

Tn accordance with precedent the Memo- 
rialist requests that he may be absolved 
from payment of forty per cent, of the 
deficit, and that time may be given him to 
make good the rest.—Ackunowledged by 
Decree earlier issued. 

(2) A Sub-memorial from the Governor 
of Shantung, 

The bed of the Ta-ch‘ing River is so 
shallow and so narrow that it is at all times 
difficult for it to hold the watera of the 
Yellow River when these flow into it, and 
so greatly has the bed been raised by years 
of accumulations of silt that the bauks are 
only three or four feet above the water 
when this is at ite lowest. ‘The consequence 
is that when the water rises there is 
coustant danger of inundation by breaches 
in the embankments. ‘The people along 
the river banks are averse to raising the 
height of their embankments when there 
is no danger, aud when they are con- 
fronted with it thoy only think of them- 


110 


[Ava. 7—10, 


——_—_—— 


selves and their families, and look to the 
military aud river works contingent to 
protect the embankments,—which, as they 
are one thousund and several hundred li 
in length, it is impossible to secure at 
every point, Itis none the less the duty 
of the Memorialist to do everything in his 
power to save life, and every point along 
the line at which an accident is able to be 
prevented is at any rate one disaster less 
to be added to the list. 

He has now to report that the repairs to 
one of the breaches in this line, viz: that 
at Mao-chia ‘Tien, will cost over ‘I'ls. 
20,000, while Ta. 13,000 has already been 
expended in the closing of two other 
breaches, Both these sums will be drawn 
from funds in hand for ‘ guarding aygainat 
fresheta”’ as far as this will go.—Reacript. 
Let the Board of Revenue take coguisance: 


August 9th.—(1) The greater portion of 
this day’s issue ls uccupied witha Memorial 
from the Governor-General of Shensi aud 
the Imperial Ayent at Hsi-ning reporting 
the settlement of certain cases in dispute 
between the people of the Lung Wu Ssit 
and Lo Kung tribes of the Hsi Fans and a 
Prince of a tribe and his following to the 
south of the river. The details are lengthy 
and uninteresting. 

(2) Chao Yu-ch én (784 $2) is appointed 
Director of the Court of the Jmperial Stud, 

August 10th.—(1) A Decree acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of a Memorial from the 
Governor of Chékiang announcing the 
prompt suppression of a seditious move- 
ment in the I'‘ai-chow Prefecture fomented 
by a member of the “‘ Kolao” society from 
another place who was assisted by local 
bad characters. ‘l'roops were sent to arrest 
the gang, who made a resistance, but were 
attacked with vigour and large numbers of 
them slaughtered, the ringleaders being 
captured and in due course put to death, 

‘he promptitude with which the move- 
ment has been suppressed is commended, 
aud the officers to wliose activity this reault 
is specially due are to be recommended 
with due discrimination for the bestowal 
of rewards. 

(2) A Memorial from Liang Yo-ch‘ii, a 
member of the Han-lin Yiinn. 

The Memorialist ventures to call His 
Majesty's attention to the fact that the 
waler system of the Canton Province con- 
sists of two main high-ways ; the one, which 
has its source in the Clén and Wa rivers 
in Kiangsi and Hunan, ia known as the 
North River; the other, which is fed by 
the waters of Yiinnan and Kueichow, and 
the Kuei and Ho rivers of Kuangsi, is 
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known aa the West River. Both these 
river flow to the sea in a south-easterly 
courae, and yearly rise and overflow, being 
ouly kept in check by the embankments 
the people have raised. 

The Memorialist hag jast received a 
letter from his family from which, and 
from enquiries made amongst visitors to 
Peking, he lJearna that in the com- 
mencement of the summer there was 
an excess of rain in those parts, and 
that on the 18th of June the waters of 
the West aud North Rivers suddenly rose 
simultaneously, attaining In oue might an 
extra depth uf several fathoms, The re- 
sult was that the yreater part of the peo. 
ple’s embankments in all the districts in the 
upper waters of the rivers were carried away 
or burst, and the flood rolled down to the 
provincial capital itself, where there were 
three or four feet of water in the suburbs 
aud one or two within the walls, 

The charitable establisliments organised 
by the gentry were daily engaged in 
recovering bodivs from the flevd, aud 
rumone anys that the uumber of the drown- 
ed excueds a myriad, while the number of 
those who have been carried away by the 
waters to escape with their lives is equally 
large. 

The Memorialiat then proceeds to give a 
list of the places that have been victims 
to the disaster, all of which will be found 
enumerated in the Decree of July 29th, 
aud states that the distress aud suffering 
caused by the universal overflow of the 
embankments or the breaches made in them 
exceeds anything in the experience of the 
Inst score or av of years. ‘Lhe sufferiny 
population “congregate in tearful groups,” 
aud the prices of everything have risen to 
an extravagant height. The account of 
these miseries gives the Memorialist a 
pricking sensation in his nose, and he 
would call attention to the fact that the 
high authorities of the province have not 
yot taken the step of reporting the calamity 
or the measures of alleviation to be 
adopted, leaving everything to the charity 
of tho gentry, whose action 1s made a 
pretext by the local authorities for evad- 
lng their individual obligations. It may 
be added that overy occasion of disaster 
by fluod is followed by the imposition 
of heavy pressure fur the payment of land 
tax and Customs dues, which are applied 
to making good previous peculations on 
the part of the collectora. 

Heavy taxation for purposes of maritime 
defeuce hag of late years placed burdens 
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the people to exist nnder the weiglt of the 
present catas{rophe ? 

Jt is these reflections that induces the 
Memorialist to entreat His Majesty to 
issue stringent ordera to the provincial 
luigh authorities to tatitute conscientious 
euquiry, and, as the case may be, either 
furnish relief to the sufferers or suspend 
or remit taxation. They should not rely 
upon the charitable establishments of the 
geutry to do their work aud make hight 
of the distress of the people. (Sve Gazette 
of July 24th.) 

(3) The Governor of Shantuug reports 
that the grain fleet, after waiting some 
line at the entrance on the south side of 
the Yellow River, crossed 16 on thie Sth and 
Gth of July, reached the entrance to the 
northern section of the 7th, aud com- 
menced to pass in at 9 p.m. on the 8th, 
the last of the 500 odd junks entering at 
5am. on the llth. 

(4) A Memorial from Chéng Tsao-ju, 
Minister to the United States, elc., praymg 
fur permission tu retire on the gruuud of 
ill-health. 

Ou the 3rd of April last, when reporting 
his return froin Peru to the United States, 
the Memorialist referred to the illness he 
had contracted en route. He has repeatedly 
consulted foreign doctors since, but noe 
beneficial results have so far manifested 
themselves, aud at the present time both 
his right haud and foot are powerless and 
he has become a useless man. His health 
and spirits, too, have gradually been under- 
mined, lis head goes round and his eyes 
swim after the most brief perusal of ofticial 
documents, and the slightest mental effort 
gives him palpitation of the heart, 

He is informed by his medical: advisers 
that his illness is caused by a pressure 
of blood upon the nerves of the brain, 
which has caused paralysis of half the 
body, a complaint for which a rapid cure 
oannot be expected, though with careful 
nursing aud reat a recovery may be hoped 
for. ‘the Memorialist has transferred all 
official business to Ts‘ai Kuo-chén, Secre- 
tary of Legation, that matters may not 
remain in abeyanco ; but he trusts that in 
view of the serious nature of his malady 
His Majesty will be good enough to permit 
him to retire, Upon his recovery he will 
not fail to report himself at the Palace aud 
solicit the bestowal of furthor employment. 
(Sve Decree of July 26th.) 

August 11th.—The greater portion of 
this duy’s Guzette is occupied with a memo- 
rial from Hei Lun, Assistant Governor of 
Tarbagat‘ai, reporting the result of the trial 
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whom a charge had been lodged in the 
Governor's Yaméu by one of the Colonel's 
own men accusing him of having attempted 
to violate the daughter of the soldier, and, 
when she resisted, of kicking her in the 
‘stomach, cansing a miscarriage which re- 
sulted in her death. 

The true story of the case waa found to 
be aa follows ;:— 

The brevet Colonel Hsien Shéng-lu and 
'‘Chiféu Shénug-pang, the soldier, both beloug 
to Urumtai, and the latter went with Hsien 
Shéng-lu to Manas where he served for 
iauy years, marrying a wife, as a good 
half of the officers and soldiers did in those 
parts, The regiment being afterwards 
transferred to Tarbagat‘al, Ch‘én Shéng- 
pany brought hia wife and daughter with 
him, aud in due time married her to the 
sou of a comrade Chang, his son-in-law 
‘coming to live in his, Ch‘éu’s, house. This 
diouse was a back court on the premises of 
Hisien Shéug-lu, which had been assigned 
to Ch‘én because his wife and daughter 
were in the habit of looking after Hsien 
Shéng-lu’s wife, who was an tuvalid, 
Last summer, Ch‘én Shéng-pang was sent 
into the muuutains to cut timber and hie 
son-in-law wee seut away to work upon 
the military allotmenta, leaving the mother 
‘aud daughter alone in the house, One 
evening, about 16 p.m., Hsien Sléng-lu 
having gone the rounds of the watch, went 
'to his wife’s room to enquire now she was 
getting on, but finding Ch‘én Shéng-pang’s 
wife sitting with her he did not satay long 
and left to go to hisewn rcomadn the front 
‘courtyard. As he was passing the quarters 
tillotted to Cli‘6u it came on to rain heavily, 
and seeing a light in-the room he stepped 
in for shelter. The only occupant of the 
room was Mra, Chang, Cliféu’s daughter, 
who atuggested that as her father and 
mother were away a visit to her at so late 
an hour would cause scandal if it were 
Known, and told the Colonel he had hetter 
leave, This angered Hsien Shéug-lu, whose 
Gutentions were perfectly innoovnt, and he 
rejoined that at was rather hard if he could 
aiot take shelter from the rain in a house 
he lad built himself, and that it was the 
young woman whe hnd better leave if 
vither had to go. An angry dispute fol- 
lowed in whioh abusive language wus ex- 
changed aud Mrs, Chang called out to her 
mother to como back. Hesien Shéug-lu 
then regretted his hastiness and returned 
to his quarters, Noxt morning the mutherc 
aud daughter come tu his rooms to demand 
an explavation, but he refused to see 
thom, whereupon they abused him iu loud 
tones, bub were persuaded to go away by 
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one of Haien Shéng-lu’s men. Late that 
eveniug, during a fit of epilepsy to which 
the mother waa subject, the daughtec 
swallowed aome opium, and as the remedies 
which the mother applied on coming to 
from her own fit were unavailing, she took 
her daughter off uwext day in a cart to 
the place where her son-in-law was ataying 
to ave what he could do. His treatment 
was equally unsuccessful, and the young 
woman died in the afteruoon. 

Haien Shéug-lu’s brother, who was serving 
asa private in the reviment, heard what 
had happened, and feared that trouble 
would come of it, 80 without speaking to 
his brother, he told the atory to his sister. 
in-law who gave him Tls, 41 and told him 
to square inatters. ‘his be did so far aa 
the husband and father were coucerned, 
but the latter waa afterwards persuaded by 
his wife to go to Hami and lodge a charge 
against Hsien Shéug-lu. He passed throuvl 
Guchéu on lis way to Hami, and seviny 
a fortune-teller sexted at hia stall ia 
the street of that town, he told ht 
his story, and gave the man three tael 
mace to write him out a petition. ‘The 
furtune-teller did so, aud “coached” him 
in ite contents, which were to the effect 
that Hsien Shéng-lu had attempted to 
violate his daughter, and upon her resist- 
ing his embrace had kicked her in the 
stomach, causing a miscarriage from the 
e@ucts of which she died, 

The petition was duly presented, and 
the prisoner was sent back to Tarbayat'ai, 
when, upon being confronted with the 
accused, he at once admitted the falsity of 
the charge. 

The law lays down that anyone who 
quarrels with a woman and interchanges 
abusive epithets with her shall, in the cage 
of the woman destroying herself in auger 
at the unclean words applied to her, 
receive one hundred blows aud be banished 
to a distance of 3,000 kh. This, therefore, 
ig the penalty it is proposed tu inflict on 
Heien Shéug-lu, subject to auy imudifica- 
tions to which the Buard may consider him 
entitled wuder the actof iMunesty proclaimed 
this year, ‘he brother of Hsien Shéng-lu 
has been sentenced to to 80 blows, the 
penalty for misdemeanour, aud the father 
of the deceased girl is let off in considera- 
tion of the grief he was labouring wuder,— 
Referred to the Board of Punishments, 

August 12th.—(1) A. Decree appointing 
Haino Shao (FR), at present T'ao-t‘ai of 
the Ching, 1, Sui Circuit in Hupei, in 
which Teh fang is Altuated, to be ‘l'ao-t‘ai of 
the Hui, Ch‘ao, Chia Cireuit in Kuangtung 
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to which the port of Swatow belonys, 
Chang Lien-kuei (Ae Han fF) is appointed 


Tao-t‘ai of the first mentioned circuit, 

(2) A Decree acknowledging receipt of a 
joint report from the Governor-General at 
Vantou and the Governors of Kuangtung 
aud Kuangsi giving particulars of the dis- 
asters which these two provinces have 
suffered by the recent floods. The per- 
usal of this report has called forth the 
deep commiseration of His Majesty, who is 
now instructed by ler Majesty the Empress 
Dowager to direct the Board of Revenue 
to issue the sum of Tls. 30,000 to either 
province to supplement the funds already 
raised from the public chest aud private 
subscription. The high authoritiea con- 
cerned are emphatically exhorted to aee 
that this money reaches the suffering poor 
for whom it is intended. 


(3) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shantung. It is provided by regulation 
that there shall be fourteen officers to act 
as inspectors within the inver precints of 
the examination enclosure during the ex- 
amination for the degree of provincial 
graduates. ‘I'hese officers should properly 
be incumbents of substantive posts who 
lave passed both the proviucial and me- 
tropolitan examinations, but of late years 
their numbers have been supplemented by 
expectants of immediate office who fulfil the 
educational requirement, as there are not 
enough magistrates in active. employment 
who can be spared from their posts. This 
ia especially the case at the present time, 
which is the season during which the 
Yellow River rises to its greatest height, 
and all the District Magistrates along the 
line are obliyed to see tu the safety of the 
embankments. Magistrates of the Districts 
on the sea board, again, have the still more 
important duty of keeping watch against 
the outbreak of bad characters, a task that 
is rendered more difficult in all part of the 
province during the summer months when 
the millet is high and affords concealment 
for highwaymen and thieves who are es- 
pecially active at that period. 


To remove the aubsiantive officers, there- 
fore, at the preseut time and replace them 
hy inexperienced substitutes is likely to 
be productive of mistakes and injury to 
the public interests, The Memorialiat would 
accordingly solicit tlis Majesty's prrinission 
to introduce a certain number of expectants 
of immediate employment amongst the 
incumbents of substantive posts who are 
examined with a view to avlection as 
examination Inspectors. 

Rescript: We have taken coguisance. 


August 13th.—(1) The Governor-General 
of Szechuen reports that it has been dis- 
covered by the. Prefect and Judge at 
Chiféng-tu that a certain person tried for 
highway robbery and murder in the Tung- 
ch‘uan District and sentenced to death by 
the Magistrate, was an innocent man 
entirely puiltless of the crime with which 
he was charged. 

It was discovered at the second hearing 
of this case in the Provincial Judge’s Court 
that a runner of the Magistrate’s Yamén 
betug called upon to find the perpetrator 
of a highway robbery and murder, and be- 
ing unable to do so, was afraid of receiving 
a beating for his remissnuess ; so he seized a 
man called Féne and induced him under 
threats of torture to confess to the crime, 
promising him that in due time his inno- 
cence would be established and he would 
be released, The man Féng did as he was 
bid under the fear of torture, and having 
adinitted his guilt to the Magistrate, the 
latter duly passed sentence upon him. 
Upon the case coming before the Judge for 
revision he was struck by the contradic- 
tory nature of the statements of the accus- 
ed, aud accordingly sent him to the Prefect 
for further examination, when the above 
facts were elicited and their truth establish- 
ed beyond all manner of doubt. 

The law lays down that any official un- 
derling entruated with a warrant for arrest 
who shall seize au honest person and force 
him to confess to acts of brigandage shall 
be banished into military servitude on a 
distant froutier, In the present case, the 
man Féng, although it transpired in the 
course of the trial that he had stolen the 
title-deeds of a kinsman and pawned them, 
must nove the leas be considered for pre- 
sent purposes an honest-man, as the episode 
was x domestic one, and the deeds; more- 
over, were redeeme!, The penalty, there- 
fore, to be inflicted on the runner would 
be the one above indicated, but the ian 
having died in prison it cannot be carried 
out. S'éng has been released on bail. The 
names of the officers concerned in the trial 
from first to last are recorded in a list sent 
to the Board, which las also been supplied 
with the minutes of evidences, 

(2) The newly appointed Governor of 
Shanusi, Kang L, reports ‘that he left 
Yiinnan Fu for the north on the 6th of 
June, handing over the seals of the Finan- 
cin] Commisaioner to the acting incumbent 
of that post. 

He begs to add that he has gealed this 
Memorial with the seal of the Financial 
Commissioner of Yiinnan, which he jas 
borrowed for the occasion. 
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August 14th.—(1) A Decree acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of a further application 
from the Grand Secretary Tso for permis- 
sion to resign his functions on the ground 
of continued ill-health, and a request for 
extension of the congéd that has already 
been accorded him that he may return to 
lis native place. 

The perusal of this recital of the Grand 
Secretary's maladies hag caused His Maj-s- 
ty deep concern, and his request munt of 
course be granted. Ue is permitted to 
give up his officinl appointment, and is 
granted unlimited leave with the condition 
attached that he will continue tu give His 
Majesty the benefit of his advice, valuable 
both from his experience aud his brilliant 
services 11 a military and administrative 
capacity, whenever he has au opinion to 
offer. When he feels somewhat better he 
will come at once to Peking to do duty, 

(2) Teng Ch‘éng-hsiu, Director of the 
Court of State Ceremonial and Minister of 
the Tsung-li Yamén, is giveu two mountlis’ 
leave to visit his parents, 

(3) A Decree in answer to an application 
from the Acting Governor of Kuang«t that 
a General in command of a detachment of 
irregular troops may be punished for not 
keeping them under proper control, 

It appears from the report of the Acting 
Governor that certain regiments of Hupei 
braves were on their way back from Ton- 
qiin under the command of a General called 
Hu Ting-k‘un, and upon the arrival of the 
boats in which they were travelling at 
certain rapids in the Nan-ning Prefecture, 
they got into a quarrel with the men who 
took their boats over, and whom they 
tried to squeeze, with the result that a dis- 
turbance occurred and lives were lost. 

As « preliminary step, the General is to 
be committed to the Board for the deter- 
mination of a penalty, and the high 
authorities of Hupei are called upon to 
hold an enquiry into the matter with all 
despatch and to insist upon the production 
of all the murderers. 

The Decree concludes withan exhortation 
to all commanding ollicera of irregular 
troops now on their way back from the 
frontier to keep thei under strict discipline, 
and warning them that they will also suffer 
for any acta of oppression committed by 
their men while on the march, 

(4) A Momorial from the Governer- 
General and Governor at Canton. 

In the month of June last there was 
an excess of rain, and the north and 
west rivers rose simultanvously in con- 
peqnence of the floods which emptied 
into them. This accuss of water boing mere 


thanthechannel could carry off, theembank- 
mentain the following Districts were broken 
down :— 

Nan-hai Haien, San-shui Hsien, Hain- 
hui Hsien and Hua Hsien in the Canton 
Prefecture ; Kao-an Hsien in the Chao- 
ch‘ing Prefecture. Those in the Districts 
of Chting-yuan, Knang-ning, Ssti-hui K‘ai- 
chien and Kao ming were also almost all 
undermined by the water and carried away, 
flooding the fields and submerging the 
houses with some loss amongst the popula- 
tion by drowing, In Canton itself the streets 
in the west part of the city and the villages 
in its vicinity were under water, the already 
swollen stream being further raised by high 
tides. 

Upon receipt of reports from one district 
after another officers were sent in different 
directions by the Memorialista to inspect 
the extent of the mischief and to issue 
preliminary relief to the sufferers in con- 
cert with the local authorities. The dis- 
aster, however, is of such magnitude that 
the Provincial Committee has been ordered 
to ,rovide funds and to supplement them 
by subscriptions organised amongst the 
officials at Canton. This money has been 
entrusted to official agents with instruc- 
tions to buy grain and to visit the 
various districts in steamers and furnish 
the sufferers with supplies of food and 
money. The grain accumulated last year 
in connection with preparations for coaat 
defence has also been sent forward to be 
sold at reduced rates. The Committee of 
Gentry in charge of the Orphanage estab- 
lishment have, in addition, been called 
uson tu collect subscriptions amongst rich 
merchants and wealthy householders with 
which food-stuffs are to be purchased and 
added to the supplies going forward, 

The weather is now fine, but although 
the floods have gradually anbsided there 
are scores of breaches in the embankinents 
in the Canton and Chao-ch'ing Pri-feet ures, 
and the early harvest has been so deficient 
that it will be no easy matter tu meet the 
wauts of the people and prevent the exodus 
of refuyees, or to raise funds for covering tha 
cost of the necessary repairs, very effort 
will nene the less be made both publicly and 
privately to carry out arrangements to this 
end, while the works will afford employ- 
ment bo tlie nevdy, Further details will 
be laid before His Majusty pon the receipt 
of reports From the special ayelts who have 
huen seub to ascertain the extent of Ue 
clisnster. 

(5) Ina supplementary Memorial the 
same Oflicers report that the disaster ia Bo 
great and the condition of the sulferers so 
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pitiful that there is reason to apprehend 
that the efforts of the special agents already 
sent out will not be suflictent to afford 
relief in every instance. The Governor 
therefore proposes to visit the flooded 
districts in person and to superintend the 
iaauue of relief in each case. He will also 
direct the repair of the breaches in the 
etnbankments, which will be effected with 
all possible promptitude. 

August 16th,—(1) A Memorial from the 
acling Governor of Kuangsi reporting the 
oecitrrence of floods iu that province which 
have caused much suffering and loss of life 
and done very aerious damage to land and 
houses, 

The Memorialiat, who ia residing at 
Lung Chow for defence purposes, had ear- 
lier learnt from various officers who had 
come there on business that there had been 
an excess of rain in Kuei-lin Fu. Fearing 
that mischief might have been done to 
the crops, he was in the act of making 
further enquiry when he received a joint 
report from the Financial Commissioner and 
Salt Intendant, who informed him that 
the rainfall had been excessive in the vici- 
nity of the provincial capital ever since 
the commencement of the summer, and the 
river was constantly rising. Ou the 13th 
of June rain fell in torrents and continued 
through the night, causing a tush of moun- 
tain torrents simultaneously with a rise 
in the river of over twenty feet, the water 
coming down in«n overwhelming food 
which is described by some of the inhabi- 
tants of the two storeyed houses outeide the 
walls to have presented the appearance 
in the distanceofa blue vapour which turned 
to white as it approached, aud was imme- 
diately followed by as black surging flood 
what carried away the greater part of the 
houses in the vicinity of theriver. Matters 
were still worse at Lung Chow on the op- 
posite bank, where a large proportion of 
the inhabitants were drowned. ‘The water 
poured into the provincial onpital through 
the city yates and flooded the strees ty a 
depth of two or three feet, causing the 
subsidence of a number of dwelling houses 
nid several temples as well. ‘The Com- 
missioner and [ntendant added that they 
had not yet ascertained the extent of the 
Joss of life by drowning. 

A similar report was receive l from the 
Prefect of Kuei-lin and the District Mavia- 
trate, who added that the wator bevan to 
Rubride on the 16th of June; but as the 
flooded ont people had ne means of supply- 
lug themselves for the time being with 
food, the Prefect and magistrate in con- 
cert with the geutry had tulen measures 
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to relieve their wants, a combination wag 
also formed with the gentry of Lung Chow, 
aud six refuges were established for the 
two places, seven gruel kitchens being also 
opened outside the city gates. There 
being every reason to apprehend that the 
mischief had extunded to other places up 
and down the stream, officers had been 
sent to Ling-ch‘tmn Hsien, Hasing-an 
Haien, Ch'iian Chow, Yang-so Haien and 
P‘ing-lo Haien to assist the local anthorities 
in ascertaining the extent of the damage 
done and reporting the result with all 
premptitude, that action might be taken 
accordingly. 

In commenting upon the above reports 
the Memorialist states that being of opinion 
that the measures already taken were in- 
sufficient to meet the wide-spread distress 
which these fluods had caused, he had 
writlen to the Financial Commissioner to 
distribute a sum of from ten to twenty 
thousand tuels amongst the sufferers as a 
preliniinary measure, and in advance of 
further funds to be raised later on, ‘The 
granaries were also to be drawn upon for 
supplies, and honest and trustworthy officers 
were to be sent to the various Departments 
and Districts which had suffered from in- 
undution to aga at the local authorities in 
ascertaining the extent of the dumage doue 
and the wamber of lives lost, 

(2) Memorial from the Governor of 
Hunan reporting the detaila of a riot at 
Ch‘ang-sha Fu provoked by a number of 
fast young men, the members vf quasi- 
religious svcieties, 

lt is the aunual custom at Ch‘ang-sha 
and Shan-hua Hsien to po out at the end 
of the Sth moon to meet the Tutelar God as 
he makes his circuit, and of late years this 
custom has extended itself to the forma. 
tion of societies or gatherings in which 
such games as the ‘lotus picker’s boat,” 
the merry-go-round, and astilt-walking area 
prominent feature, men and women dreaa- 


ing (h+mselves Up, singing licentions songs 


and indulging in extremely low behaviour. 
Kiven girls of fiftean nnd sixteen mingle in 
the throng and solicit men with ogling 
looks, to the great detriment of public 
mnorals, 

Bo h last yonr and the yoar before laat 
the Financial Commissioner put a stop to 
all there gatherings, and this year the 
acting Financial Commissioner renewed 
the prohibition by proclamation, whioh 
was the more necessary as troops wero 
being disbanded, Some of the younger 
aud dissipated members of these societies, 
who take delight in dissolute pleasures, 
none the less determined to celebrate the 
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festival on the usual day, and the Memo- 
rialist, thinking it right to support the 
Commissioner, directed the Magistrates of 
the two Districts in question duly to pre- 
vent these gatherings by the issue of pro- 
hihitory proclamations. 

The prohibition was obeyed by the heads 
of all the societies in Shan-hua Hsien, but 
the acting Magistrate of Ch‘ang-sha Haieu 
failed to enforce his warnings with sufli- 
clent emphaais, and the result was that a 
number of the members of these societies 
assembled on the evening of the I2-h of 
July, went to the Yamén of the Financial 
Commissioner, pulled down the railiors 
and forced their way into the main hall, 
which was filled with a noisy and de- 
mnonstrative crowd who declared that 
their gatherings had no right to be pro- 
hibited. The Prefect and Magistrate call- 
ed on them to go away, but they re- 
fused to retire, and the crowd of specta- 
tors outside kept increasing. The Memo- 
rialist when he heard the news sent 
& detachment of troops to put down the 
mob, and when they appeared upon the 
scene the members of the society went 
noisily away. While, however, the de- 
monatration waa going on, the Commis- 
sioner bad taken his family to the back 
of the main ball, and there being no 
one in the principal apartinent, which 
was not occupied by his family, it someliow 
cwught fire, and the ceiling and window 
framea were destroyed before the finmes 
could be put out by the troops. 

The Memorialist considers that the act- 
ing Magistrate ts vreatly to blame for these 
oocurrenoces, Which give evideice of an un- 
doubted want of capacity on lis part, and 
His Majesty is accordingly requested to 
direct that this oficer be committed to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty, 
Ile will be called upon to produce the 
leaders of this demonstration, who will be 
punished with the atmost severity. 

August 16th,—The whole of this day’s 
issue is occupied with two Memorials, the 
firat from the superintendent of the Peking 
Gendarmerie reporting the capture of a 
number of persons who have been guilty 
of rifling graves on repeated occasions, and 
wiving a history of these acts of desxecra- 
tion ; the second from the Governor- 
General of Szechuen reporting the result of 
aN enquiry into the appropriation and mis- 
application of a Mayiatracy in that province. 

August 17th.—(1) A Decreo acknowledg- 
ing with regret the receipt of an annowuce- 
meut from the Governor-Goneral Li Hung- 
chang of the death of Chou Shéug-fu, Act- 
ing Commiauder-in chief of Hunan, who was 


{lo 


(Aug. 15—18. 


ee ee ee ee ee 


grauted a hundred days leave to attend to 
the obsequies of his mother under condi- 
tions detailed in the Gazetie of July the 
12th. The most liberal posthumous 
honours are to be bestowed upon him, his 
biography is to be compiled by the State 
Historiographers office, and Memorial tem- 
ples are to be erected in his honour in the 
provinces in which his fame was achieved. 

(2) Chou Shéng-po, brother of the above- 
mentioned officer, ia appointed acting 
Commauder-in-chief of Hunan. 

(3) The remainder of this day’s isane, 
like that of the 16th is occupied with 
reports of criminal cases of no special in- 
terest. 

August 18th.—(1) A decree acknowledg- 
ing the receipt of au application from the 
Governor-General ‘T'séug Kuo-ch‘tiian for 
tle bestowal of rewards upon the officers 
of the war-vessels Kat Chi, Nan Ch'én 
and Naw Jui who, when auchored within 
the port of Chinhai in February last, 
assisted the Chékiang army in main- 
taining the defence of the place: while 
according these officers a modicum of praise 
for their effurt at the time in question, His 
Majesty considers that the rewards auli- 
cited are exceasive for the service done, 
and they are somewhat modified accord- 
ingly, 

Then follows a list of the rewards con- 
ferred which occupies four pages of the 
Guzette. 

(2) A Decree calling the attention of 
provincial high authorities to the repre- 
sentations of a Censor who states that 
cashiered officers very frequently take up 
their abode in the capital of the province, 
in which they have been serving and there 
meddle in lawsuits. Any individuals so con- 
ducting themselves are at once to the 
ordered back to their proper place of 
dumicile, 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Nanking reporting the death of 
Yang Ming-hai, General at Lang Shan, for 
whom he solicits liberal marks of pos- 
thumous distinction, ‘The name of Li Ch‘ao- 
pin, Commander-in-Chief of Kianguan, is 
appeuded to the Memorial. 

The request is granted by Rescript. 

(4) A Sub- Memorial from the same high 
ollicer reporling the steps he has taken, 
at the suggestion of the Board of Revenue, 
to place the telegraphic line between Nan- 
king aud Chinkiany on a commercial fuot- 
1s, 

‘The consideration of this project was 
delayed in consequence of the absorb- 
Ing nature of the proparatiuns against attack 
which have recently chgaged abbention, 
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but the matter has now been referred to 
Expectant Taotai Shéng Hsiian-huai, Chief 
Superintendent of Telegraphs, and Hai 
Chao-yiian and Kuo Tao-chih, two Expect- 
aut ‘Taotais associated with him. 

These officers propose that the wire from 
Nauking to Chinkiang, as well as the 
Government line to Hsia K'uan, with the 
watch stations along the line of route, 
shall be transferred to the mercantile 
branch of the administration from the Lat 
of the 4th moon, or the 14th of May. From 
that date all salaries and wages for telegraph 
guperintendenta, operators, watchmen, etc., 
will be borne by the mercantile branch of 
the administration. 

They go on to explain that the coat, as 
officially reported, of the line from Nan- 
king to Chinkiang was Tls. 15,700 oda, 
from which has to be deducted the ex- 
penses of the foreign school from January 
to June 1882, which amounted to Tis, 
3,800 odd, leaving an actual expenditure 
on work and inateriala of Tls. 11,900 odd. 
‘l'o this has to be added the cost of the line 
to Hsia K‘uan, viz: ‘Ts. 182, which gives 
a total expenditure of official capital to the 
extent of ‘T'ls, 12,100. 

H.E. Tso, they went on to say, had 
earlier sanctioned the payment of an annual 
subsidy not exceeding Tls. 3,000 to the 
commercial branch of the adminiatration 
for the Yangtaze line, iu accordance with 
the arrangements in force at Shanghai, 
Foochow, the province of Chékiang, and 
Canton, aud it was new proposed to con- 
sider the capital of ‘'ls. 12,100 above re. 
ferred to a aubaidy towards the working of 
the Yangtsze line, which will be deducted 
from the yearly government grant aud 
worked off in five years. The sum ex- 
pended in watching the line to prevent its 
being interfered with will be aunually com- 
puted by the administration and set off 
against official telegrams. 

The branch wires to the Viceroy’s Yamén, 
to Kiang-yin, and to Woosung were put up 
to expedite important communications on 
the aubject of coast defence and it would 
not be expedient to amalgamate them with 
the lines of the mercantile administration, 
They will continue therefore under official 
management and will be worked by the 
oflicers and operators in whose bands they 
low are. Que more “ Superintendent of 
official ducuments” will be added to the 
Board of Lospectora and assist Hsi Chao- 
yiiau aud his colleague in the geveral man- 
avement of the olticial aud mercantile 
brauches of the administration, ‘To this 
Tuspector a mouthly sum of ‘Ts. 262 will 
be given fur salary and expenses, which 
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will be paid out of the funds of the 
Arsenal, 

The students of Tung Wén Kuan, or 
foreign school, were originally intended 
to study Chinese and foreign literature 
simultaueously in order to fit them for 
interpretorial work and duties of a similar 
nature connected with foreign matters, 
and it is now proposed to go on with 
the education of the twenty students at- 
tached tu the school, aud to employ them, 
when their education is completed, in 
whatever capacity their talents may per- 
mit, but no fresh students will be taken on, 

In submitting the above arrangement for 
[lis Majesty’s information, in coucert with 
the Minister Superintendent of Trade for 
the Northern Sea-board and the Governor 
of Kiangsu, the Memorialist reapectfully 
requests that the Board, to whom a detailed 
list of the Othcera and Superintendents 
who have to be retained, with the monthly 
expenditure involved by the retention, haa 
been sent, may be instructed tu act accord- 
ingly. —Rescript: Let the Board of Re- 
venue take coguisance. 


Auguat 19th.—(1) Shao Yiieh-lien (Ziff 
=P) is appointed Director of the Court 


of Imperial Entertainment, 

(2) With the exception of two short and 
unimportant documents on mattera of official 
routine, the whole of this day’s isaue 
is occupied with a Memorial from the 
Governor of Kiangsi describing, with great 
mlnuteness a case of incendiarism com- 
mitted by a reprobate character out of 
spite, the dwelling house which he set fire 
to having been burut down and the con- 
flagration extending to a police station 
next door. As no lives were lost and the 
destruction of government property was 
not contemplated by the incendiary, the 
penalty to which he would have been con- 
denned, had he not died in prison, would 
have been stranguiation after the usual 
term of incarceration, 


August 20th.—A Memorial from the 
Governor-General ‘l'séng Kuo. ch ‘ian giving 
a general report of the damage caused by 
the excess of rain in the three provinces 
under his jurisdiction during the latter 
part of spring and the early summer. 

The spring raina had already filled the 
lakea and rivers to repletion when a steady 
and continuous downpour came on in the 
early part of June with few intervals of 
finy weather, and the rivers overflowed. 
All the portions of the city of Nanking and 
its suburbs that abutted on the river were 
submerged, and reports came in one after 
another from the authorities of the places 
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the low-lying lands were all under water, 
that the ripened wheat had not been able 
to be all cut, aud that some of it had 
mildewed, while the young paddy which 
had not yet taken firm root had suffered 
considerably from the floods :— 

Shang-yiian Hsien, Cliang-uing Heien, 
Chiang-ku Hsien, Lu-ho sien, Chii-jung 
Hsien, Kao-ch'un Hsien, Li-shui Hsien, 
in Chiang-ning Fu ; 

Chinng-tu) Hsien, Kan-hsiian Hsien, 
Tung-t‘ai Hsien, Pao-yiny Hsien, Hasing- 
hua Hsien, I[-chéng Hsien, in Yang-chow 
Fu ; 

‘ao-yiian Hsien, Ch‘ing-lho 
Shan-yany Hsien, in Huai-an Fa ; 

Yiian-ho tlsien, Chfang-chou Haien, Wu 
Haien, Wu-chiang Hsien, Clién-tsé Hsien, 
in Su-chou Fu ; 

Chin-t‘an Hsien, Li-yang Hsien, Tan-t‘u 
Haien, in Chin-kiang Fu. 

The embankments, the Memorialist goes 
ou to say, have also carried away in many 
places, to wit, in Liu-an Chou, Ho Chou, 
Ssit Chou,. Wu-wei Chou, Huai-ning Haien, 
T‘ung-ch‘éng Hsien, Ch‘ien-shan Hsien, 
Han-shan Hsien, Tfung-ling Hsien, Tung- 
lin Heien, Féng-yang Hsien, Huai-yuan 
Hsien, Lu-chiang Hsien, Wu-hu Haien, 
Fan-chang Hsien, Tien-ch‘ang Haien in 
Anhui; | 

Ch‘ing-ching Hsien, Chien-chiang Hsien, 
Haing-tzit Hsien, Tu-ch‘aug Hsien, Hu- 
k‘ou Haien, Té-hua Hsien, Té-an Haien, 
P‘éng-taé Hsien, Po-yang Hsien, Yii-kan 
Haien, in Kiangsi, orders have been given 
to the local authorities at the different 
places to lead on the farmers to repair 
these breaches, and to take prompt measures 
to drain off the accumulated waters in 
order to secure the autnuinn harvest. 
In the Wu-hu, T‘ung-ling, Té-an and 
P‘éng-taé Districts, where the flooda have 
been especially heavy and the distress 
proportionately great, orders have been 
given for solace to be afforded to the peo- 
ple, and the soldiery have been called out 
to strengthen, and repair an embankment 
in the Kwua-chow Sub-prefecture, the 
safety of which is of special importance tu 
the agricultural population of a very large 
area, Another embankment in T6-liua 
Haien in Kiangsi which carried away tlreat- 
ened grave danger to a large agricultural 
district, but thanks to the efforts of the 
general at Kinkiang the breach was stopped 
aud danger averted, 


Hsien, 


The Memorialist is happy to be able to 


inform His Majesty that the earnest prayers 
of himself and his subordinates resulted in 
the earlier part of July in a succession of 


namedin the following list, announcing that 
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bright days, and the waters are gradually 
subsiding, All that is now wanted is a 
continuance of fine weather which will 
enable the farmers to secure some forty or 
fifty per cent. of an autumn crop. This, 
however, 18 poor enough, and it will be 
the duty of the Momorialist and the Goy- 
ernors of the provinces coucerned to ascer- 
tain the extent of the suffering endured 
and fo report the same in due course to 
His Majesty. The Financial Commissioner 
at Nanking and his collengue in Kiangsu 
have been directed to issue relief in those 
places along tne banks of the rivers or 
adjoining the lakes which have suffered 
most severely. 

August 2lst.—A Memorial from the 
Governor-General of Chilli with reference 
to a suggestion from the Governor of 
Honan that the Ch‘ang-lu salt supplied to 
that province should be subjected to extra 
taxation, the annual total being raised 
from T'la. 60,000 to Tis. 80,000. Of this, 
Tis. 50,000 were to be devoted to paying 
off a debt on account of certain works at 
Jung-yang Haien, aud ‘I'ls, 30,000 were to 
go towards swelling the revenues of Honan, 
The Chéang-lu salt supplied to Honan, it 
would appear from the report of the Salt 
Comptroller, was burdened with an extra 
charge of 2 cash in 1807, in order to meet 
the cost of river works and supplement the 
military expenditure in that province, It 
was sanctioned by the Board, who said, 
however, at the time that as salt was sent 
to Honan from four other provinces, the 
effecta of the measure must be carefully 
watchied.. 

In the following year the Governor 
of Honan asked that the salt merchants 
might be called upon to pay Tis. 80,000 a 
year, which payment the Board of Revenue 
diverted from its original object aud wished 
to applv to the liqnidation of the debt on 
the «aforesaid works, Both Tséug Kuo- 
chéiian and the Memorialist protested in 
the following year against the arrange- 
ment, as it bore with intolerable weight 
upon the merchants, and asked for the 
abolition of the extra charges, ‘To this 
the Board would ob consent, and the 
Memorialist, in concert with the then 
Governor of Honan eventually fixed the 
charges at ‘lls. 5,000 which has been the 
amount since the autumn of 1873. This 
charge, however, hag been an exhausting 
drain upou the merchants, and they re- 
present that any additional taxation must 
come out of their own pockets and not, 
ns surmised, out of those of the con- 
aumers, aa the competition with salt from 
four other provinces in whioh Ch‘ang-lu 
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salt has to enyage, renders it impossible 
to raise the price of the latter ; they added 
that adherence to the resolve to raise the 
charges will compel them to suapeud theic 
business, The distance that the salt has 
to be carried from 'Tientsin to Honan is 
2,000 fi, and it takes months to traverse, 
While stocks have to be laid in a year in 
advance, with the result that there is a loss 
vf weight ranging from twenty to forty 
catties, The waste allowance used to be 
twenty catlies, but it is to be reduced to 
ten directly, which will involve still greater 
loss to the merchants than they at present 
undergo, 

After much peranasion and exhortation 
the merchants eventually admitted to the 
Salt Commissioner that they might possi- 
bly manage to pay the Tis. 80,000 if their 
Waste allowance were increased to twenty 
Catties. They estimated the number of 
Southern permits (yin) issued annually at 
200,000, which would be sullicient to pro- 
vide the ‘I'ls, 80,000, and if it were not 
they undertook, on the condition of the 
waste allowance they asked for being 
granted, to make the deficit good. They 
pointed out at the same time that the 
deficit on the Jung-yang works was Tis, 
300,000 or Tle. 400,000 which, at the rate 
of ‘I'ls. 80,000, would be paid off in four 
or five years, and they hoped that ag 
Boon as this debt was liquidated they 
might be absolved from the annual charge, 
the waste allowance being then reduced to 
ita usual amount. 

The above suggestion is supported by 
the Salt Commissioner and approved by 
Memorialist, who points out that any in. 
crease in the price of salt to the consumers 
renders the war agatust smugglers more 
hard to wage, hence any increased pay- 
ments that are made, amount practically 
to a contribution from the merchants, 
demands upou whom must be tempered to 
Meet theie resources.—Referred to the 
Board of Revenue, . 

Angust 22nd.—A Memorial from the 
Governor of the New Dominion requesting 
His Majesty to sauction an earlier proposal 
of the Memorialist that the Taotai at 
Urumtsi (the Chén Ti Circuit) shall be 
invested with the brevet rank of provincial 
Judge in the same manner as the ‘laotai of 
I‘aiwan, and given the control and super. 
vision of all criminal jurisdiction through. 
out the New Dominion, He will continue 
to take charge of the postal service in ad- 
dition to hia other functions. 

It ia further requested in view of the 
immense distances and desert country to 
be triverasd in the New Dominion, that 
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the law by which criminals guilty of 
offences punishable by death, or cases of 
homicide in which the seutence may pos- 
aibly be mitigated to banishment, must be 
sent on to the provincial Capital, may be 
somewhat modified for the Memorialist’s 
jurisdiction, 

The conditions of the New Dominion, 
he explains, are very different from those of 
China Proper Some of the furthest towns 
in southern Kashgaria are distant five and 
six thousand li from the provincial capital, 
and if all criminals of the classea above 
referred to, have to be sent there for revi- 
sivn of their sentences, not ouly will the 
criminals themselves, and the witnesses be 
subjected to unendurable hardship, but 
the lony desert route will afford special 
facilities for escape. It ia therefore proposed 
that all cases whatsoever, in places remote 
froin the provincial capital, shall be referred 
to the Tao-t‘ai of the circuit to which 
they belong, for scrutiny, who will himself 
re-hear any cases in which the facts do not 
appear to be accurately established, and 
in every instance will communicate the 
sentence passed to the Taotai at Urumtsi 
for fiual ratification, 

Should His Majesty be pleased to sanc- 
tion the above proposals, it is requested 
that the Board may be instructed to issue 
another seal to the Tao-t‘ai at Urumtsi. 

Granted by Rescript. 

August 23rd.—(1) A Decree calling upon 
the Imperial College of Iuscriptions to pre- 
pare votive tablets for the temples to the 
God of the Sea and the Queen of Heaven 
at a place called Lao Lung t‘ou near Shau- 
hai Kuan, These tablets are granted as 
thank-offerings ou the application of Wu 
‘Ta-ch‘6ug, Assistant Superintendent of 
Northern Trade, and recently High Com- 
miasioner to Corea, who states that at the 
beginning of the present year when the 
northern gulf waa closed by ice, he and 
his colleague (the Assistant Commissioner) 
went each to one of the aforesaid temples 
aud offered up silent prayer, whereupon 
the firm ice that bound the shore parted 
for a while and enabled their vessel to 
proceed on hor way (to Corea ?) 

(2) A loug Memorial from the Governor 
of Kiangsu reporting his inability to re- 
spond tu the cull of His Majesty to reduce 
the number of likin stations aud barriers 
in his province, as theae have already been 
reduced in numbers and staff of the luwest 
possible limit compatible with efficiency. 
Ho rocounts the reductions that have been 
made and the economies effected during 
recent years, whoreby, on the showing of 
the Financial Commissioner, a total re- 
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duction of over 110,000 strings of cash 
has been effected in the administration 
of the two Central Collectorates known 


respectively as the tos and thie 
ieee. Further reductions and amal- 


yainationa 1 the numbers and staff of the 
brauch stations connected with the Shany- 
hat likts collectorate have also reduced the 
expenditure by 7,000 strings of cash, while 
a saving of not less than Tls. 20 000 and 
upwards per auntum has been secured by 
the reduction in the staff of the two collec- 
torates by as mauy as upwards of fifty 
oflicers, In conclusion, the Financial Com- 
missioner, whose report forms the sub- 
stauce of the Memorial, begs permission to 
be excused from furnishing a detailed 
statement of expenditure other than that 
supplied half yearly to the Board, as the 
preparation of the statistics called for in 
the Decree to which this Memorial is answer 
would be an impossible task.—Rescript. 
Let the Board of Revenue take cognisance. 

(3) The Governor of Shantung reports the 
execition by the ling ch‘th process of a 
lunatic who inflicted such severe wounds 
with a wooden stool upon his father that 
the latter died shortly afterwards. 


August 24th.—No documents of import- 
ace. , 


August 25th.—(1) The Governor-General 
and Governor of Fuhkien report the des- 
patch of a second instalment of some of the 
subsidies due to Peking, viz: T'ls. 10,000 
for the office of the Imperial Household 
from the duties on tea, total contribution 
due for the year, Tis. 50,000 ;s contribution 
to Banner forces, Tls. 10,000 from the 
same source, total due, fur the year, T's. 
60,000, (or Tla. 5,000 a month); lekin 
ou foreign optum, ‘ls, 10,000, total due, 
Tle. 50,000 ; additional subsidy from duty 
and likin receipts, ‘Ils. 20,000, total due, 
Tis. 100,000. 

(2) The Governor-General of the Hu 
Kuang Province reports the circumstances 
under which the Yamén of the [Financial 
Commissioner of Hunan was besieged by a 
mob of disappointed members of a quasi 
religious society on the 12th of July, and 
three of the dwelling rooma in the re- 
sidential part of the building were burnt. 
The story differs in no respect from that 
told by the Guvernor of the Province 
which appeara in the Gazeéle of the 15‘h 
August, but the Governor-General con- 
siders that the Financial Commissioner dis- 
played extreme nervousness in not taking 
efficient measures to prevent thia demon- 
stration, and he requests that that officer 


may be committed to the Board for the de- 
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termination of a penalty. The local authori- 
ties have been assigned a fixed limit of time 
within which the ringleaders of this law- 
less demonstration are to be arrested and 
brought up for trial. 


By a Reacript appended to the Memo. 
rial the Financial Commissioner is com- 
mitted to the Buard for the determination 
of a penalty. 

(3) The Governor of Kirin and his col- 
leayue, report the destruction of an office 
known as the Huang Ti Chit, or Land 
Reclamation Office, at a place called Fu- 
asi-héng in San-hsing by a band of mounted 
banditti from Pa-yén-su-su. These ban- 
ditti, some thirty and inore in number, 
dressed up as irregular troops, surrounded 
the office in question and tried to rob it. 
A fight ensued between them and the officer 
in charge of the station and his guard, in 
which the latter was eventually obliged to 
give way, when the robbers set fire to the 
oftice after seizing the treasure deposited 
there, amounting to some 7.300 strings of 
cash. They then pillaged the shops in the 
town and rode off westwards. Soldiers 
were promptly sent in pursuit of them but 
they have not yet been caught. The officer 
in charge of the guard, a colonel, was 
wounded in the fight, as were also five of 
his men, one being killed, but although 
there was no want of courage on his part, 
the Meinorialists consider him severely to 
blame for not having taken measures to be 
acquainted with the advance of the rob- 
bers and for having failed tou beat them off 
when they did come. ‘They request there- 
fore that he may be forthwith cashiered. 
As the officer in charge of the station had 
no business to have so large a sum as 7,000 
strings of cash on his hands, but should 
have forwarded the receipts of the oftice 
from time to time to the treasury, he will 
be called upon to make the loss good out 
of hia own funds. 

August 26 h.—(1) A Memorial from the 
acting Governor of Shansi acknowledying 
the receipt from the Board of Revenuy of 
their scheme of financial reform in twelve 
articles. 

While. fully appreciating the motives 
which induced the Board of Revenue, on 
the principle that wealth is power, to con- 
sider general schemes for the consolidation 
vf the foundations upon which the finance 
of the Empire is built, and improving the 
sources from whence it is derived, an aim 
which should be furthered by every servant 
vf the state, the Memorialist regrets that 
the condition of the province of Shansi is 
not so favourable for the introduction of 
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the reforms suggested, as are the eastern 
and southern provinces of the Empire. 
Poor, however, 98 Shansi may be, and 
impossible as it is to raise funds of any 
Magnitude therein, this should not be a 
reason for venturing to refrain from put- 
ting forth every possible effort to further 
the end in view, and the Memorialist, 
dealing only with Shansi, and regarding the 
question froma local point of view, will give 


each item in the scheme of the Board his - 


Careful consideration, aided by his provin- 
cinl committee of administration, ‘Those 
which are not injurious will be adopted 
in their entirety, and all superfluous and 
Unnecessary expenditure will be cut down, 
while local officiala who continue to delay 
settlement of accounts in whioh remittances 
are due from them to the Treasury, will be 
denounced in the manner required by law, 
Lastly, any portions of the Board’s scheme 
which cannot be applied to Shausi will be 
pointed out, with an explanation of the 
reasons why they are not feasible. 

(2) The same officer reporta that the 
Weather since the early summer has been 
wet, with unseasonable alternations of heat 
and cold.. Reports having reached him 
from the authorities of Yang ch ‘ii, T ‘ai- 
yiiun, Yung-ning, Ning-haiang, Liu-fén, 
Hung-tung, Jui-ch‘eng and Shao-ch ug, 
that some of the villeges in the jurisdiction 
of these varivus Districts had suffered from 
hail, and that the whole of the summer 
wheat crop had sustained injury, he 
ordered a personal inspection of the damage 
done to be made by the Prefects and 
Magistrates concerned. From the reports 
how sent in by these officers, it would ap- 
pear that with the exception of some 
twenty villages in the Yang-ch‘ii District, 
the damage done by hail, though curtailing 
the harvest in a greater or less degree, 
was not sufficient to amount to actual 
disaster. In the above named District, 
however, the case was different, the crops 
having first suffered frem frost and then 
from hail to an extent that has rendered 
the condition of the people piteous in 
the extreme. A grant of Ts. 2,200 has 
been issued from the provincial treasury 
for distribution amongat them, that they 
May at once purchase seed corn and sow 
a Jate crop, and further action on their 
behalf will be taken when the autumn 
harvest is gathered. se ae 

(3) The Imperial Resident in Tibet and 
his colleague report that they held the 
Usual semi-annual inspection of the Tibetan 
and Ohinese troops on the 27th of April 
and following days, and distributed the 
usual rewards, consisting of nommations 


to vacancies to the most deserving, and 
prizes of silk and satin, pouches, medala, 
kuives, etc. to others, iu accordance with 
their merits, | 

(4) A Memorial from Haiti Chéng-tsau, 
Chinese Minister to Japan. 

In & previous Sub-Memorial the Memo- 
rialist reported that he had selected two of 
the students learning Japanese in his 
Legation, viz.; Lu Yung-ming, a tung 
shéng, or student holding a certificate of 
merit from his District Magistrate, and 
Liu Ch‘ing-fén, a fu shéng, or graduate of 
the third grade, to fill the post of Student 
Interpreter, 

He finds that in the echool of foreign 
languages at Canton all students of three 
years standing are examined by the Tartar 
General, Governor General aud Governor, 
aud those who pass are recommended to 
the Throne for the position of Interpreters, 
those who are shéng yiian or students hold- 
Ing literary certificates being treated as 
chiew shéng or students of the Imperial 
Academy, which gives them the privilege 
of competing at the triennial examination 
for the degree of provincial graduate at 
Peking. 

Lu Yung-ming and Liu Ch‘ing-fén have 
been pursuing their studies abruad for 
more than three years; and, it seems to the 
Memorialist that more credit is thus due 
to them than to studenta who remain in 
China, They have been repeatedly ex- 
amined by himself since he took over the 
Legation, and he fluds that they havea 
thorough conversance with the language, 
both written and spoken. He therefore 
ventures to request that they may be 
treated as chien shéng and allowed to com- 
pete at the Hxaminatious for the degree of 
provincial graduate. 

Referred to the Yamén concerned. 

August 27th.—A Jvint Memorial from 
the Governor-General at Canton and the 
acting Governor of Kuangsi giving details 
of the effects of the recent floods in various 
portions of the province. 

‘They state that there had been a great 
deal of rain 1n the eastern prefectures and 
districts of Kuangsi ever since the com. 
mmencement of summer, and the four riverg 
known as the Hsiang Chiang, Li Chiany, 
Haiin Chiang, and Liu Ohiang rose simul- 
taneously. On the 14th of June the water 
in the river outside Kuei-lin Fu, the pro- - 
vincial capital, suddenly rose over twenty 
feat and poured into the town from three 
sides, destroying public buildings and pri- 
vate dwellings and drowning certain of the 
people. Mattéra were worse at two placea 
outside the city, and numbers of depart- 
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meuts and districts in the same prefecture 
were simultaneously flooded, by, as the 
Memorialists learn, a sudden cruption of 
mountain springs, Certain districts in 
the Hasiin-chou Prefecture were similarly 
flooded on the 16th and 17th of June 
by a sudden rise of over thirty feet in 
the river, houses being swept away and 
fields fluoded. The city of Hsiin-chouw it- 
self is the centre to which the east and 
west rivers converge, aud on ‘the 18th the 
flood poured into the town and covered 
the level ground to a depth of several feet, 
carrying away public and private boate and 
rafts along the river's bank and drowning 
a certain number of people. At Huai-chi 
Hsien in Wu-chou Fu, too, great damage 
was done, the wall of the town, public build- 
ings, river bunding and private houaes all 
being swept away, and a large number of 
the ituhabitants drowned, archives, con- 
tents of granaries, and arms being washed 
away and lost, while damage was done 
simultaneously in several districts in the 
P‘ing-lo and Liu-chow Prefectures, 

While reports from these different places 
were coming in to the Memorialist Chang- 
Chih-tung, the bodies of men and animals, 
and fraginents of houses and wreckage were 
floating down the river from the Cliao- 
ch‘ing gorges, as well as the trunks of up- 
rooted trees as large as a man could circle, 
while uumbers of men and women were 
clinging to the tops of the floating trees or 
roof beams that were swiftly borne upon 
the flood, and were crying out for help in 
@ manner too piteous for words, Sostrong 
and angry was the flood that boats had 
great difficulty in getting near the victims, 
but still some rescues were effected. 

The Memorialist Li Ping-héug being re- 
sident at Lung Chow was, comparatively 
speaking, far from the scene of the disaster, 
and although he at once gave orders to 
the provincial authorities to ascertain the 
damage done and make arrangements for 
relief and rescue in concert with the gentry 
and others, written orders and reports (ook 
time to travel and telegraphic communica- 
tion was interrupted. Meanwhile the 
suffering people were awaiting relief with 
outstretched necks, aud matters were urgent, 
Kuangsi has always been known as a poor 
province, the treasures have been empty 
ever since the rebellion, wealthy inhabi- 
tunts are few, and the area of disaster 
wide. As aid therefore ovuld not be afforded 
on an extensive acale, letters were sent with 
all despatch to Canton describing the ur- 

ency of the case. 

The Memorialist Chang Chih-tung at 
once seut officers with money and rice as fast 
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as they could go to the places where the 
suffuling was most severe with orders to 
rescue the people with all possible speed, 
Unless funds areimmediately voted and sent 
to Kuangsi by agents who will supplement 
the relief that is being affurded locally, those 
who still remain alive will hardly be saved, 
while the mischief that may be wrought 
by the seditivus element would be graver 
atill. It is now therefore proposed to 
devote Ts, 10,000 of the T'ls. 20,000 due 
from Kuanugtung for last year and this year, 
to the Buard of Revenues as fund in auti- 
cipation of failure of harvest to the relief 
of Knangsi, the other Ts, 10,000 being 
expended for a similar object in Kuang- 
tuny. <A further sum of Tis, 20,000 will 
be borrowed for reliefin Kuangsi from the 
Salt Commissioner and repaid iu instal- 
ments, together with the sum of Tis, 10,000 
raised from another source, and contribu- 
tions to the amomnnt of ‘I'ls. 10,000 more, 
making ‘ls. 50,000 in all, 

The Memorial concludes with a list of 
the routes to be taken by the distributors, 
whose names are given together with the 
suns allotted to each, folluwed by a depre- 
clatory reflection upon the personal merits 
of the Memorialists to whose want of ad- 
ministrative capacity a disaster is due the 
like of which has not been experienced for 
a century and more. 

August 28th.—A further and detailed 
report from the high authorities at Canton 
in conti: uation of their earlier Memorial 
reporting in general terma the effecta of 
the floods in that province in the middle 
of June. 

They commence this report by describing 
the course which the north and west rivers 
respectively follow. The north river, start- 
ing from Chi‘ii-chiang Hsien, passes by 
Ying-lé, Hsien Fo-kang Chou and the 
Ch‘ing-yiian and Hua Districts; the west 
river following the same courseas three other 
streams below ‘I's‘ang-wu Hsienin Kuangai, 
enters the couhnues of Kuangtung, flows 
by K‘ai-chien Hsien, Féng-chtuan Lsien, 
Té-ch‘ing Chou, aud the districts of Kao- 
yao and Kao-ming, and joining the three 
other rivers at Sau-shui Hsien, Hows on tu 
the Nan-hai, or Canton, district. 

The rivers, which were swollen by ex- 
cessive rain and by the influx of mountain 
torrents in Kuangsi, suddenly rose to a 
height of 17 or 18 feet, carried away every 
embankment they met, and flooded every 
village that came in their way. In the Nan- 
hai district 41 of these embankments were 
burst, in the Sau-shui district 33 were com- 
pletelysweptaway. So with uumerousothers 
1u various districts, alist of which is given, 
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Causing destruction of houses, drowning 
of crops and loss of life to a varying extent. 
Che calamity, in short, extended over ten 
aud more departments and districts, several 
thousand dams or embankmeuts having 
been burst or overfluwed some of which 
afforded protection to a thousand families, 
aud the bursting of oe in some cases in- 
Vulving injury to scores of fy of farm or 
garden land, and destroying houses, tombs, 
property, grain aud everything Upon 
which meu are dependent for existence, 
the damaye caused being estimated at 
Several millions, while the loss of life by 
drowning is roughly calculated at over a 
thousand souls. Every one of the relief 
ayencies established by the officials and 
gentry in various parts is besieged by 
thousands of people in want of food, and 
it is doubtful whether it will be possible to 
get in an autumn crop upon those landa 
Which have been deeply flooded. No such 
disaster has been known since the 24th 
year of Tao Kuang, and, a8 earlier stated, 
the Memurialists take blame to themselves 
that the visitation should have come under 
their administration. 

In their previous report they explained 
What had been done in the direction of 
relief, and it may now be geuerally stated 
that upwards of some twenty thousand 
piculs of grain have already been distri- 
buted, some of which has been provided by 
Government, some by charitable institu- 
tions, aud sume by subscription, amongat 
the latter being a supply collected by the 
Merchants and Chinese subjects in Hong- 
koug and distributed by themselves. In 
addition to the distribution of rice, flour 
Cakes, grain, and cash were served out, 

Although the floods are no lounger high, 
the accumulated water has not drained off, 
and where breaches have been made a vast 
expanse of water meets the eye. In- 
Inediate ateps must be taken to drain this 
water off and repair the embankments if a 
late crop is to be reaped this year, fur a 
further rise of the rivers in the autumn 
would deprive the people of all means of 
Subsistence for the last half of the year, 
aud would probably prevent the setting out 
of the winter paddy, involving conse- 
quences to thousands upon thousands of 
People too painful to contemplate. After 
careful consultation with their executive 
Committee and others, the Memorialiats 
lave come to the conclusion that the 
Ouly means of meeting the difficulty is 
by calling upon the people to repair 
their own embankments and thus making 
them work for the relief that will 

e given them. Where the water is tuo 


deep for any work to be done at present, 
there is nothing for it but defer operations 
until the winter, with the exception of cer- 
tain embaukments in the Canton district, 
All these works have been carried out by 
the people at their own expense, but the 
losses which have now been sustained by 
them deprive the population of the power 
of effecting these repairs, except in a few 
villages where subscriptions can be raised 
by the wealthier inhabitants. A large sum 
will therefore be required to carry out the 
work, and uo less than ‘ls. 140,000 to Tis. 
150,000 will be wanted in the immediate 
future to commence operationa. 

It ia propused to raise a portion of this 

sum, ; 
(1) By appropriating Tls. 10,000 of the 
mouey due from the Canton Proyince to 
the Board of Revenue asa provision against 
dearth, There are Ts. 8,000 still due on 
last year’s contribution and the whole of 
this year’s, viz: ‘Tis. 12,000. 

(2) By drawing on the surplus Customs 
receipts in the Financial Commissioner’s 
Treasury to the extent of Tis. 20,000. 

(3) By subscription. 

‘hese sums will, however, fall far short 
of the total required, and the deficit will 
be made up, 

(1) By a loan of Tle. 20,000 from the 
funds of the Grain Inteudant. 

(2) By an arrangement under which the 
chi (sic) ia to endeavour to raise Ts, 
30,000. 

(3) By a contribution from the President 
P‘éng Yii-lin and other officiala amounting 
to ‘Tis. 20,000. 

(4) By contributions from the gentry and 
wealthy classes. 

The above sources will produce a sum 
of ready money to the amount of sbout 
Lls. 100,000 and upwards, and any further 
deficit must be made up as may best be 
poasible, 

It is proposed to entrust the carrying 
out of the measures indicated above to 
Chén Shao-chung, acting Commander-in- 
Chief of land forces, a native of the pro- 
vince who bears an eacellent character for 
probity and capacity, and who haa had 
experience of previous undertakings of a 
similar kind. 

August 29th.—The only document of 
interest in this day’s issue is a Memorial 
from the Governor of Kuangsi reporting 
the receipt of further particulars of the 
damage done by floods in his province, with 
which he has now to supplement his earlier 
Memorials on the subject. Since despatch- 
ing these Memorials, reports have reached 
him iu daily succession from the autheriliesof 
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I-ning, Yung-fu, Ch ‘itian-chow, Ling-ch‘uan, 
and Yang-sho in Kuei-lin Fu; Huai-chi, and 
Teng Haien in Wu-chow Fu; Kuer-p‘ing, 
Pfing-uan and Kuei Hsien in Hsiin-chou 
Fu ; and Liang-yun chow in Ssti-ch‘eng Fu, 
stating that all these ‘epartmente and dis- 
tricts have beeu flooded in numbers of 
places. Although this occurred in the 
earlier half of the 5th moon the contimuous 
downpour of heavy rain prevented the 
waters from draining off, some uf the flpods 
being caused by an overflow of the rivers, 
others by the descent of torrents from the 
hills, thereby canaing loss of life and injury 
to pergon aud property and reducing the 
people to a condition of pitiable distress 
the like of which has not been known for 
years, 

The Memorialist, ventures to hold the 
opinion that in the remedy of disasters 
promptitude is an essential feature, while 
the poverty of the Kuangsi province in 
particular with the elements of disaffection 
that still lurk there, render the conse- 
quences of any delay in the liberal dis- 
tribution of relief unpleasant to coutem- 
plate. 

The sum of Tls, 30,000 already devoted 
to relief purposes being insufficient, and 
the process of awaiting the arrival of the 
subscriptions that have been set ou foot 
being too slow, the Memorialist has de- 
cided to devote the sum of Tis. 40,000, 
which he has collected from various fuuds 
nuder his control, to the relief of ths 
sufferers,: the money beiny distributed by 
apecial and trustworthy ayents in concert 
with the local authorities. 

Upon receipt of reports of distress from 
other quarters further measures will be 
taken to relieve it, aud as 8.0 as full par- 
ticulars of the general extent of damage 
done have been ascertained, Ilis Majesty 
will be appealed to with respect to the 
remission of taxation which it may be 
necessary to ask for. 

August 30th.—(1) A Decree acknowledg- 
ing the reoeipt of a report from Pao Sén, 
President of the Board of Punishments at 
Moukden, on the results of his enquiry 
into a dispute between Wén Haii, Governor 
of Hé Lung Chiang, and Ch‘éng Ch‘ing, 
the Deputy-Governor. Memorials devun- 
ciatory of each other with respect to certain 
gold mines having been submitted by these 
officers to the Throne, the Vice-President 
above named was directed to enquire into 
the matter. He finds that the Governor, 
while not, as alleged, guilty of concealing 
true facts in his Memorial to the Throne, 
or of endeavouring to shift blame on other 
people’sshoulders and bringing false charges 


against the Deputy-Goverior, did none the 
less fail to be explicit as to the action of 
the Deputy-Governor in certain particulars. 
The latter, in his Memorial setting forth 
his version of the case and disputing the 
Governor’s statements, was also at fault for 
ignoring certain circumstances altogether. 
Both officers are therefore committed to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 

(2) A Decree ordering Chou Té-jun, 
Secretary of the Grand Secretariat, and 
formerly Minister of the Tsung-li Yamén, 
to proceed to Yiinnan by Government 
post and assist the Governor-General and 
Governor in carrying out the arrangements 
in connection with the survey of the 
Touquin froutier. Two officers are to accom- 
pany him as subordinate members of the 
mission. 

(3) Téng Ch‘éng-hsiu, Director of the 
Court of State Ceremonial, and Minister of 
the T'suny-li Yamén, is directed to proceed 
ona similar mission to Kuangsi, and as- 
sociate himself with the Guvernor-General 
and Governor for a like purpose. The 
Grain Intendant at Canton and one Li, an 
Expectant Taotai in Chihli, are to joiu the 
ataft of Téng Chi‘éng-hsiu. 

(4) A Sub-memorial from Wei Jung- 
kuang, Governor of Kiangau. 

Two years ago the Board of Punishments 
communicated to the Memorialist a Decree 
dated Auyust 29th, 1883, to the following 
effect :—‘S A Censor has called attention to 
the opening of opium divans and gaming 
establishmentsin Peking by Manchu women, 
adding that in Soochow, Shanyhai, Hang- 
chow and other places opium divans are also 
kept by women who kidnap and sell females. * 
He requested that the question of making 
this offence punishable by imprisonment 
may be considered. Let the Board of 
Punishments draw up regulations on the 
subject and submit them to the Throne for 
approval.” 

The Board replied to thia representation. 
They informed the Memorialist, to tho 
effect that there were fixed laws for the 
punishment of crimes committed by wo- 
men, and that such evil-doers as harbour- 
ers of thieves and bad characters, and 
those who gave rein to their evil. 
propensities by preying upon the wealthy, 
oould perfectly well be dealt with when 
they were found ont, and there did not 
appear to the Board to be any necessity 
for considering the question of making the 
opening of opiumdivansand gambling estab- 
lishments by women in Peking, an offence 
punishable by a term of imprisonment. 


* Seo Gazette of Angust 26th, 1883, 
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As regarded the assertion with respect to 
the opening of opium brothels at Svachow, 
Shanghai, Hangchow, etc., by abandoned 
Women, and the kiduapping and inveigle- 
ment of respectable females in the sight 
of all and with the greatest effrontery, 
they replied that the province in question 
had never to their knowledge dealt with a 
single case of the kind, aud they suggested 
that His Majesty should call upon the 
Memorialist to ascertain what the actual 
state of things was and to report to the 
Throne, after which the Board would con- 
sider what action should be taken. 

Upon receipt of the above communica- 
tion, the Memorialist called upon the Pro- 
Viucial Judge and the Tao-tai at Shanghai 
to make careful enquiry into the matter ; 
but their repert has not been sent in, 
Meanwhileasecond communication has been 
receiyed from the Board of Punishments, 
containing the opinion given by them in 
reply to a Memorial from the Acting-Gov- 
ernor-General of the Hu-kuang Provinces 
‘on the subject of the kiduapptng or invei- 
glement of women by ‘ procuresses,” who 
compelled them to sell their persons, the 
Governor-General asking that this offeuce 
might be dealt with in the same manner as 
robbery with violence. In this opinion 
the Board stated that practices of the 
nature described were not frequent in other 
provinces, but they reminded His Majesty 
that no report had been received from 
Kiangsn in reply tu the statements of the 
Censor Liu Eu-po, and a suggestion from 
them that this report should be called for 
promptly was sanctioned by Imperial Re. 
Script. oth 

Iu reply to this command the Memorialiag 
Once more called upon the Provincial Judge 
aud the Paotai at Shanghai to make careful 
enquiry into the subject, and he has now 
to ubserve with reference to the establish- 
ment of opium brothela at Shanghai, ete., 
by abandoned women, commonly called 
‘‘ white ants,” at which sales of kidnapped 
femaies take place, that amongst the mun. 


erous cases of kidnapping that have been 


dealt with during late years, women have 
hot been largely concerned. Bo that as it 
may, the establishment of opium divans into 
which men are beguiled for the consumption 
of the drug is, in point of fact, prohibited by 
law. They do exist, however, and in some 
the disreputable proprietors harbour local 
prostitutes as a decoy to their customers, 
These places are commonly called hua-yén- 
Kuan, or ‘flower opium divans,”. and in 
the first instance were not established for 
the purpose of enticing away or kidnap- 
Ping women and girls. Orders have been 
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repeatedly given to the local authorities to 
have these places closed and the offenders 
dealt with as the law required, with the 
result that the practice by this means be- 
comes less frequent. 

As regards the term pai-mat-2 or * white 
ants,” this, like lwa-yén-kuan, is also a low 
expression of country origin applied to 
a certain class of depraved female po- 
betweens, who, under pretence of recom- 
mending females for employment, fra- 
quently inveigle women and girls away, 
and forcibly sell them to men. ‘They suc- 
ceed even in getting honest and virtuous 


— Women into their toils, and heuce the name 


‘white ant,” referring to the power of 
these insects to eat through the hardest 
wood. Although, however, this name exista, 
no actual cases have ever been brought to 
light or individuals indicated by name. 
Orders have now been piven for oareful and 
strict search to be made for offenders of 
this description in the hope that should 
any exist they may be duly punished. 


Should any actual cases occur in which 
Unprincipled and vicious persons inveigle. 
away honest women and girls under false 
pretences, and act as slave brokers, they 
will be dealt with as female offeuders 
of a similar case in the Capital, who, when 
their crimes entail the punishment of 
banishment, are given as slaves to the 
soldiery of the garrisons. Those whose 
offence comes within the provisions of the 
statute regarding collusion with local bad 
characters to open brothels where women 
are concealed and sold to purchasers against 
their will, shall, as required by that statute, 
be decapitated ur strangled as the cuse may 
be, 


Such action as this, it seems to the 
Memorialist will be sufficient to bring about 
a reform of the evil practices indicated. 


August 3lst.—(1) A Memorial from the 
Imperial Commissioner and Grand Secre- 
tary ‘Tso Tsuug-t‘ang renewing lis applica- 
tion for permission to vacate his post aud 
return to his native place. 

While supremely grateful to His Majesty 
for meeting his earlier application for per- 
mission to retire with a grant of one month’s 
local leave, which command it would 
naturally be his duty to obey, he regrets 
to state that he was seized on the night of 
the 20th of July with arush of phlegm tothe 
throat and shortness of breath accompanied 
with an affection of the hands and feet and 
faintness. Remedies were promptly applied, 
but it was more than two hours before he 
caine to, and the fits have since continued 
tv come and go at irregular intervals. 
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Hia medical advisers infurm him that 
hia illness arises from a weak flow of blood 
to the heart and other causes, aggravated 
by am uncongenial climate, aud that a 
rapid recovery is impossible, 

The Memorial concludes with a repetition 
of the application for permission to retire, 
couched in the usual abject language. 

(2) The Governor-General and Govertor 
at Foochow report, tn obedience to an 
instruction from the Board, that the total 
number of summary executions in their 
jurisdiction during the spring period of 
the 11th year of Kuang Usii was eight. 

(3) The Director General of the Yellow 
River reports that the whole of the grain 
fleet, in ten sections, reached the entrance 
to the Yellow River on the 2nd of July, 
commenced to cross on the 5th, had all 
passed in on the 7th, commenced to enter 
the northern section of the canal at 5 a.m. 
on the 9th, and had all passed in by 5 ato. 
on the 11th. 

(4) The Governor-General of Szechuen 
In & Sub-memorial which is evidently a 
postscript to a longer report on the general 
financia] question, says that irrespective of 
the regular taxes ou land, the population of 
Szechuen contribute annually to the revenue 
one million several hundred thousands of 
taels, aud that the merchants also pay over 
a million taela in the form of likin. He 
considera that the increase in the revenue 
which the Board wish to effect cannot 
therefore be extracted from the population 
or the merchants, who can bear no more. 
There is only one item with which 
something might be done, and that is 
pigs. <A likin contribution of one cash 
per catty wpon pork has been voluntarily 
paid for police purposes by the people for 
Mmauy years past, the butchers collecting 
the money. On his arrival in the pro- 
vince, the Memorialist attempted to put 
a stop to this grotesque tax, but the 
people considered that its suppression waa 
a grievance, so le let them have their way. 
He now proposes to raise the tax on pork 
from one casi per catty to two. The 
lucrease Is not much, and as the majority 
of the people of Szechuen are meat eaters, it 
will be easy to manage. Reports from the 
local authorities in districts where the tax 
is collected say that the increase will be 
taken very quietly by the people, and the 
levy has accordingly been ordered to be 
made, : 

It is calculated that the present revenue 
from likin on meat for the whole of the 
province is 100,000 strings of cash, so that 
the increase will make a alight addition to 
the military expenditure fund. 


September Ist,—(1) A long Memorial 
from the Governor of the New Dominion 
with reference to the dispusal of reprieved 
Criminals under sentence of death from 
the seven northern provinces, who, it has 
now been arranged, are to the sent to the 
New Dominion. 

Regulations on this subject have already 
been under consideration both by the 
Memorialist and the Board of Punishments, 
aud the latter have requested His Majesty 
to direct the Memorialiat to adopt certain 
modifications suggested by them and tu 
frame rules which shall harmonise with 
certain provisions previously determined 
ou by the Board of Revenue. 

Iu obedience to these commands, conveyed 
to him by the Board of Punishments, 
the Memorialist now requests that banished 
criminals of the class above referred to may 
be sent in the firat instance to the Sub- 
Prefecture of ‘Ti-hua (Urumtsi) for disposal, 
after which the Districts of Fu-k‘ang, Chéi- 
t‘ai, Ch‘ang-chi, Sui-lai and the Sub-Prefec- 
tures of Chén-hsi aud Ha-ini will each be 
provided with convict avttlers in turn, the 
Kashgarian region being exempt. Those 
convicts who have families with them will 
be located on the military allotments, 
placed in charge of the officials and soldier 
superintendents, and given the usual grant 
of seed corn, oxen, etc. Single meu, or 
those who cannot farm, sill be consigned to 
the various yaméns for messenger duty or 
started in a small trade, It is requested, 
however, that as the number of criminals 
to be sent from these seven provinces 
may amount to about a thousand, the 
suygestion of the Board as to the pro- 
vision for their wants by the local 
authorities in the matter of provisions 
and transport on the line of route may be 
so far modified that payments under 
this head may be entered in the regular 
accounta. 

The question as to whether convicts 
may or may not commute their sentences 
by the payment of money on a fixed scale 
in accordance with the term already served, 
is one which His Majesty can alone 
decide. 

It is suggested, in connection with the 
remarks of the Board with reference to pre- 
cautions against the ill-treatment of the 
convicts en route, that those convicts who 
are taking their families and their belong- 
ings with them shall be authorised to 
declare the property and valuables they 
are carrying when taken before the authori- 
ty who inspects them on starting upon 
their Journey ; and that a list of these shall 
be entered on the forwarding warrant, 
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(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General of Szechuen requesting His Majes- 
ty to order the Board of Ceremonies to 
consider the claims of Mount Omei in that 
province to be included in the list of thuse 
upon which sacritice is aunually offered. 

The practice of offering sacrifices before 
such objects «s had done good service for 
the people is a cauon, the establishment of 
which dates from remote antiquity, and is 
supported by the Book of Rites, quota- 
tious from which are introduced by the 

emorialist. In Mount Omei, as Memo- 
rinliat found when he came to Szechuen, 
the charins of nature are to be found in 
Profusion, it bears a world-wide renown, 
and iu the province of Szechuen itself its 
Protecting influence is largely relied upon. 

Prayers offered to the mountain In tines 
of flood, drought, or pestilence, meet with 
prompt response, for as it is richly en- 
dowed by nature its protecting powers are 
Correspondingly exteusive. 

The benefits thus bestowed by the 
mountain have never been recoguised by 
the offer of incense on the part of the local 
authorities, aud considering how depen- 
dent the people are upon its influence for 
the preservation of its existence, the 
Memorialist considers that it should be 
included in the list of those to which wor- 
Ship ia due, as the neglect of this function 
by the authorities seems to him to savour 
of ingratitude. : 

Referred to the Board of Ceremonies, 

September 2ud.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Governor of Uliasut‘ai and his Mongol 
deputy presenting a petition to His Ma- 
jesty on behalf of the chieftain of the 
San-noin tribe of the Khalka nation, who 
has made the following representation to 
them :—“ He has been honoured with in- 
structions from the Mongoliau Superinten- 
dency to the effect that he, T6-ku-ssti-wa- 
chi-érh, had been ordered by His Majesty 
to fill the vacant post of Hopei of his méng, 
or League, and also to come to the capitul 
to return thanks for the favour bestowed, 

“Great waa T“6-ku-sstl-wa-clii-erh’s agita- 
tion upon the perusal of these commands, 
He once assumed the duties of Hopei, and 
was proposing to himself tv prepare for his 
journey to the capital to prostrate himself 
in thankful recognition of the Heavenly 
bounty and receive the sacred admonitions 
as he knelt upon his knees, when hig 
mother’s old complaint suddenly broke 
out afresh and became more serious 
day by day. Inasmuch as T‘6-ku-ssti-wa- 
chi-erh’s mother is over sixty years of age 
and her constitution has never been ro- 
bust, this sudden return of her old 


walady in the form of intermittent attacka 
refuses to yield to medical treatment, and 
T'é-ku-asti-wa-chi-érh, who himself admi- 
nisters the medicines to his mother, is 
not able to go far away from her. 

‘‘ He can, uone the less, not presume to 
delay returning thanks for the Heavenly 
grace, and he has accordingly done so on 
the spot in the Wan Shou Kung, or Im- 
perial ‘Temple, at Uliasut‘ai. He feels that 
his talents do not merit the honour that 
has been bestowed upon him, but he will 
take friendly counsel with the deputy 
Military Governor in all matters requiring 
attention, 

‘“ He respectfully requests that this re- 
presentation may be submitted to the 
Throne.” 

Reacript : We have taken cognisance. 

(2) The Governor of Shantung reports 
that there has been only one summary 
execution in his province during the apring 
quarter, _ 

September 3rd.—A Memorial from the 
Governor-General and Governor at Foo- 
chow requesting His Majesty’s sanction to 
a scheme for the coinage of copper cash in 
the Foochow Arsenal under arrangements 
which entail a modification of the old system 
aud a slight differeice in the coin itself. 
They preface their proposal with the ex- 
planation that there is a great scarcity of 
cash on the Fuhkien marketa, and all the 
money shops issue paper notes except for 
trifling sums, and in these cash payments 
there is a mixture of small coin with 
the coin of the standard size. Notwith- 
standing the fact that supplies of cash are 
frequently purchased from Kiangsu and 
Chékiang to supplement the deficit, what 
with prime cost and freight the operation 
is attended with heavy loss, and is more- 
over practically ineffectual as the supplies 
are licked up like a cup of water by a blaz- : 
ing fire directly they are put upon the 
market, 

There was so little confidence last 
year in the paper money that the distrust 
nearly caused a disturbance, and aa the 
Memorialists informed His Majesty at the 
time they made temporary loans to the 
money shops to enable them to compound 
with their creditors and by this means trau- 
quillity was secured. Jt will be thus geen 
that the cash question in Fuhkien is one of 
serious import, and that the consideration 
of measures for its ooluage is an absolute 
hecessity. 

It would appear that there is no actual 
standard for the weight of cash, but it may 
be stated as a general principle that if they 
are tuo heavy they will be melted down on 


128 





alarge scale, and that if they are too small 
counterfeit coining will flourish more than 
ever. 

The Memorialists find on reference to 
the ‘* Dynastic Institutes” that in the reign 
Shan Chih when cash was first coined (in 
the present dynasty) each coin weighed one 
mace, but the weight was subsequently 
raised to one mace two, and eventually to 
one mace four candnareens. In the reign 
of K‘ang Hai it was chanyed again to one 
mace and then to one mace four, while in 
the reign Yung Chéng the weight went 
back to one mace two, and this has been 
the standard weight since the reign Cli‘ien 
Lung. 

The supply of cash, however, has gone on 
steadily becoming scarcer sincethat standard 
was adopted, the reason being that the older 
cash contain a larger amount of copper 
than the modern ones, and the latter have 
therefore been melted down and counterfeit 
ones made from them until the original 
coins have gradually ceased to exist, 

The best way to prevent this is to make 
a coin of sufficient lightness to render its 
reduction by melting down and recasting a 
transaction that would not pay. 

In sum; however severe the law may 
be, it will none the less be impossible 
entirely to prevent the practice referred to, 
and itis this consideration that poiuts to 
the necessity of establishing a different 
standard of weight. 

Lhe mint originally established at Foo- 
chow, known as the Pao Fu Chii, was 
under the joint control of the Financial 
Commissioner and Grain Intendant. Ofti- 
cers used to be sent to Yiinnan to obtain the 
necessary supplies of copper and Jead, and 
this was coined into cash at stated in- 
tervala with moulds of the pattern supplied 
by the Board of Revenue. ‘The transac- 
tion was a losing one finaucially, and the 
inroads on the original capital were made 
good by supplementary grants, 

Lhe importation of copper and lead ceased 
on the substitution of iron cash and the 
introduction of paper money in the reign 
Haien Féug, and during the twenty years 
and more that have elapsed since that time 
the workmen have dispersed and the fur- 
naces have fallen into ruin, while the 
buildings that do remain have been con- 
verted into military store-rooms, Tlie 
establishment could not therefore be sud- 
denly restored to its original condition, 80 
that it becomes imperative to seek quarters 
elsewhere. 

When in the year 1865 Tso Tsung-t‘ang, 
who was then Governor-General at Foo- 
chow, applied to the Throno for permission 
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to build steam vessels, he explained that 
when the ship-building machiuery was sat 
up it could also be used for coining cash. 

The arsenal being fully engaged in push- 
ing forward the construction of ships when 
it was inaugurated, the other question 
could not at the time be attendad to like- 
wise, but the daily increasing value of cash 
and the cousequent rise in the price of 
every commodity now rendera its considera- 
tion imperative. 

In the opinion of the Memorialists, as 
there is a superabundance of buildings in 
the arsenal it will be unneceasary to build 
elsewhere, and as ship-building materials 
are purchased abroad, copper and lead 
could also be obtained by the same op- 
portunity and sent with these materials, 
which would be quicker and more con- 
venient than the old arrangement, 

The special duty of the subordinate 
officers at the arsenal is to examine the 
work and to study mathematica and analy- 
tical chemistry, so that the superintendence 
of a mint would Improve their scientific 
knowledge. At the head of these subor- 
dinate otticers there is a td tao, or super- 
intendeut, who lives on the spot and goes 
the round of the works with the juniors, 
so that abuses are naturally prevented. 

After a careful calculation of the whole 
question the Memorialists are therefore of 
opinion that it would be easier and more 
economical to carry on the work there than 
to establish a special department in the 
city of Foochow. 

As regards the direct question of coin- 
age, if the system is to be permaneut, two 
considerations have to be borne in mind; 
Firat, there must be no loss to the Govern- 
ment on the capital employed ; second, 
there must be no inducement to melt the 
cash down. 

Chung Ta-k‘un, a Secretary in the Board 
of Punishments and Superintendent of one 
of the schools attached to the arsenal, has 
gone thoroughly into the question, and 
states that in melting 100 catties of cop- 
per and the same amount of lead an 
allowance of 30 catties must be made 
for evaporation, which gives 170 catties of 
metal, equivalent to 32 strings of cash 
(32,000). 100 catties of Japanese copper, 
including freight, costs 18,260 cash, aud the 
cost of the same quantity of lead with 
freight attached is 7,340 cash. To this has 
to be added 6,400 for charcoal and labour, 
which vives the exact total of 32,000 cash 
that 100 catties of copper and the same 
amount of lead will yield. Experimental 
cash have been cast weighing 8 canudareens 
» lt each, which can enter into circulation, 
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aud hy the adoption of thia standard a 
Ireans is affirded of effectually checking 
destruction vf the coin by melting it down 
to the eminent advantage of the popula- 
tion, 

If the above scheme, which the oflicers 
forming the provincial committee have 
asked the Memorialists to submit to His 
Majesty’s consideration, should be ap- 
proved, some twenty to thirty thousand 
taels will at once be furnished from the 
Cefence fund as an. initiatory capital, 
furnaces will be erected in the arsenal and 
workmen engaged, The cash coined each 
Month will be issued to the money shops 
at cost price, and with the silver paid in 
exchange, further purchases will be made 
of copper and lead aud so on without 
luterruption. 

In the humble opinion of the Memo- 
rialista, of the coinazes issued by successive 
dynasty the cush known as the touche of 
the lan, and the k‘ai yuan of the Tang 
are the best. It was said by Chia I in days 
of old that if the cash be heavy it will be 
tinelted down and connterfeit coiners will 
appear in numbers, wliom severe penalties 
wiil not suffice to deter. 

Since China has entered into commercial 
relations with foreign countries gold and 
Silver has flowed out of the country every 
year in immense quantities, thus gradually 
exhausting the source of the country’s 
Wealth, aud the only way itu which the 
deficiency of supply which the people 
suffer from can be remedied is to extend the 
ayatem of cash coinage, the benefit of which 
the lower orders have now begun ta realise 
in consequence of the recent experience of 
paper money at Fvochow, and the present 
opportunity should not be lost. | 

The new cash it is proposed to Issue is 
very similar to the k‘ai-yitan, and though 
sumewhat smaller, is of considerable thick- 
ness, The gentry and others who have 
been questioned on the subject state that 
there will be no objections to its use, but 
as its adoption involved a departure from 
established forms of procedure and the 
penalties fur tampering with the coinage 
are very heavy, the Meinortalists do not 
venture to incur the reaponsibility of the 
change, and beg to anbmit their scheme for 
His Majesty’s consideration and approval, 

They would add that the weipht of the 
new cash is somewhat different from that 
formerly coined, while the actual loas from 
inelting will differ in a slight degree from 
the legal standard as well as will also the 
price of copper of lead, but as there wall be 
ho loss of capital entailed, 16 18 requested 
that this point may nut be taken into con- 


sideration.—Referred by Reseript to the 
Board concerned. 

September 4th —() Mu T‘n-shan, Tartar 
General at Fuuchow, is summoned tu Peking 
for audience, 

(2) The majority of this day’s issue is 
occupied with a Memorial from the Govy- 
eruor of Chekiang reporting the repulse 
of an attack upon the District city of 
Hsien Chitin T’ai-chow Fu by an organised 
band of members of the Kolao society and 
arabble who had been induced to follow 
them. 

His Majesty haa already been informed 
of the detaila of the capture and punish. 
ment of brigands in the T‘ai-chow Prefec- 
ture between the months of February and 
May, On the Znd and succeeding days of 
July urgent communications were received 
from the Prefeot of T'ai-chow and Colonel 
Hau Cnin-wén stating that they had heard 
that certain member of the Kolao society 
having induced the disreputable members 
of the Hasien-chii population to join them, 
Were golng about inciting the people to 
rebellion, and a day was fixed for a rising 
to take place, Great alarm accordingly 
prevailed amongst the inhabitants and re- 
inforcementsa were solicited, a battalion of 
troops from Ningpo was in the first instance 
seut by the Memorialiat in response to this 
appeal, but as rumours became daily more 
seriuus and there was reaaon to fear that 
the rising would take place befure the 
Ningpo troops conld arrive, an express was 
sent to General Yang Ch‘i-chén, stationed 
at Chinhai, to take several battalions round 
by sea to the rescue. 

Later reports from the Prefect, military 
authorities aud magistrate at T‘ai-chow 
informed the Memorialist that the rebela 
were known as the Wu-yang Shan and San- 
chieh T‘ang bands; that they had certi- 
ficates of membership made of white cloth 
upon which a number or distinguishing 
character was written ; and that they were 
inducing the ignorant folk to join their 
ranks, For each certificate 608 cash wag 
charged. They had also supplied them. 
selves with flags and weapons, aud invented 
fictitious titles for their leaders. 

The 28th of June, the reports went on to 
say, was the day agreed upon for the attack 
on the district town of Huien-chti, and the 
30th for an attack on the prefectural city, 
parties being sentahead to lie in hiding with- 
in the walls and meet their confederates 
when the attack was made, the intention 
being to effect a rising on a large scale. 

About the middle of June the magistrate 
of Hsien-chii had arrested two mon called 
Kuo and Chu, members of the Kolao 
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society, aud two more so-called leaders 
were seized in the city of T‘ai-chow by the 
district magistrate. Upon each of them 
certificates were found and they confessed 
to having combined for treasonable pur- 
poses, admitting also that they had intro- 
duced themselves into the district and 
prefectural towns with the object of re- 
sponding to their confederates outside. 

When the attack was made, one of them 
further stated that the chief leader of this 
movement was a Hunan man of the name 
of Ch'éng Hsiang, otherwise kuown as 
Chi‘éng Lavo-ta, a member of the Kolao 
nociety. 

‘hese men were decapitated on the spot 
in order tu destroy all traitors within the 
camp. 

On the 27th of June Colonel Han Chin- 
wén hucried off to Hsien-chii with his men, 
and on the road thither he saw traces of 
men and women in flight, and was told 
that the rebels would attack the town on 
the following day. He pushed forward as 
fast as he could, and on reaching the town 
he had a consultation with the Magistrate 
and made secret disposition of his men, 

Early the next morning over 2,000 rebels 
caine pouring down upon the town from 
the south, and a sortie was made from the 
southern vate, the troops issuing also from 
the eastern aud western gates, a fourth 
detachment going out by the amail south- 
ern gate. ‘These various detachments went 
out to meet the rebels who also separated 
in companies and offered resistance. Ad- 
vancing with great gallantry, the troops 
attacked the rebels on every side, and the 
latter, being unable to stand their ground, 
broke and retired discomfited. At 6 p.m. 
the troops were recalled, when it was fuung 
that they had taken 25 heads and had 
mude 26 prisoners, basides capturing a flad 
from the Wu-yang Shan company aud num- 
bers of amall arms, guns and other weapons. 
Five of the soldiers were severely wounded 
and three slightly. 

The prisoners atated upon interrogation 
that the actual rebels tumbered some 
hundreds, and that the rest were simple 
folk of the neighbourhood who had been 
induced to join them by a promise that 
they should go into the town and remove 
articles of loot. They had accordingly 
armed themeelves with staves and gingala 
and had girded bags around their waists. 

A certain individual who confessed to 
having acted as barber to the rebels was 
the first to be decapitated, and his execu- 
tion was followed by that of one of the rebel 
chiefs, armed with a foreign gun and 
sword, who was captured by the Prefect’s 
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troops on their way to the District town 
to render aasiatance. 

On the following day news was brouvht 
that the surviving revels, some scorea in 
number, had returned to a temple called 
the Ohin Féng Sst. While a detachment 
of troops was sent against them, a house 
to house search was made stmultaneously 
throughout the town, where one of the 
leaders who was waiting to co-operate with 
his confederates outside was caught and 
taken to the Prefect. 

Meanwhile the fugitives in pursuit of 
whom the troops had been sent showed 
fight, but on the arrival of reinforce- 
ments the temple was taken with a rush, 
aud with the help of spies the chief 
was captured. Tilia man, who was, it ap- 
peared, an escaped criminal, had previously 
attempted to break into the Lin-hai gaol, 
and confessed to having organised asuciety 
for treasonable purposes. He, also, was 
forthwith beheaded, as were othera who 
were caught amongst the hills, 

General Yany Ch ‘i-chén reported that on 
the 7th July he reached # place known as 
Kuang Yéu, where he toox his men into 
the hills and made a thorough search of 
the gorges and woods, on arriving at Haien- 
chit he questioned the natives whe were 
unanimous in their assertion that the yil- 
lagers had been beguiled into joining the 
rebels and that after being attacked by the 
troops they had taken refuge in the moun- 
tain gorges. The General then sent for 
the gentry, and having discoureed to them 
on the duty of loyalty and the consequence 
of traitorous conduct, informed them that 
all who would volunterily come forward 
and give up their rebel badgea would 
escape punishment. Expeditions were also 
sent in to the neighbouring hills which 
resulted in the capture of seven more of 
the more prominent of the rebels, who 
were sent on to the Prefect for trial. 

In commenting upon the above reports 
of the rising and its suppression, the 
Memorialist vbserves that the T‘ai-chon 
revion has always been infested with law- 
Jess characters, and although the extermina- 
tion of this class has been pursued with the 
utmost zeal it has been impossible wholly to 
eradicxte them, for when the soldiers np- 
pear, they disappyar and become ordinary 
citizens, ovly to re-assemble and recom- 
mence their lawless pursuits upon the with- 
drawal of the military. .He commends the 
activity of the troops and the success which 
they achieved thanks to the good fortune 
which attends His Majesty, and congratu- 
lates himself that the rising was confined 
within a narrow compass aud not allowed 
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to spread, As most of those engaged were 
hatives of the district and an indiscriminate 
xtermination of them is impracticable, he 
lag given orders that retribution sliall be 
Confined to those who have been previously 
implicated in criminal cases or those notori- 
Ons offeuders who are beyoud the pale of 
Pardon, 

The Memorial concludes with an appeal 
for the bestowal of rewards upon the officers 
Who particularly distinguished themselves 
Upon the occasion in question. 

September 6th.—(1) A Decree referring 
to the Governor-General Li H uny-chaug a 
Second petition presented to the Court of 
Censors by a native of the Wa-i District in 
Chihli, who declares that he cannot get 
Justice for the death of his father, who 


succumbed to the effects of torture applied 


to him, 

The Governor-General, who had already 

Gen inatructed to stunmon the parties for 
®Xamination, is now called upon to do go 
In person and to submit a report ou the 
Case to the ‘Phrone. 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
Of a report from the G vernor of Shantung 
announcing once more the bursting of the 
tmbankments of the Yellow River. The 

reaches, which have thia time occurred at 

hfang- ching Hsien, vary in width from 
over a hundred to a few tens of feet. A 
Bimilar mishap has occurred to the embank- 
Mont of the Yii-fu river, attended with logs 
Of life, 

‘Lhe usual orders for the issue of relief 
and the closing of the breaches are given, 
€nd penalties are awarded to the various 
Tesponsible officers from the Goveruor 

Own wards, 

(3) The Governor of Hunan reports the 
arrests and trial of two of the men who were 
actively concerned in the recent riotous de- 
Moustration in the Yamén of the Financial 

Om missioner at Ch‘ang-sha Fu, an account 
Of which will be found in the Gazettes of 
Anguat 15th and 25th. 

The men have been summarily decapitated, 
—Reoferred to the Board of Punishments, 

(4) The Governor of Hunan reports that 
& serious flood occurred in the night of the 
16th of June in the Chtien-yang District of 
that province, The river suddenly rose 40 
Or 50 feet, flooding all the land aud houses 
On either bank in a moment of time, with 
the result that over a hu»dred people were 
drowned and some forty houses destroyed, 
The waters fortuuately soon subsided, and 

Ne weather succeeded the heavy rains to 
Which this disaster is attributable. 

September 6th.—(1) The Governor of 

hensi reports that on the 10th of June 
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considerable damage was done to the wheat 
crop by hail-storms in Fu-shih Hsien, Sui- 
té Chou and its dependent Districts of Mi- 
chih and Wu-pao. A hundred aud ninety 
villages were invaded by this storm, and in 
some the wheat crop was altogether de- 
stroyed, while in others only ten, twenty, 
thirty or forty per cent. was gathered, 
Measures have been taken to relieve dis- 
tress where help is needed. Damage was 
also dune in the Yung-shou District to an 
extent which has uot yet been accurately 
ascertained, 

(2) The Governor of Fubkien reports, on 
the statement of the ‘I'av-t'ai of T’ai-wan, 
that there have been no summary execu- 
tions in Formosa during the spring period 
of the year, but that there were two during 
the winter period, the individuals being 
burglars who murdered sume police sent 
after them, 

September 7th.—No documenta of im- 


portance, 


September 8th.—A joint Memorial from 
Ming OCh‘un and Hsiang Lin, agent aud 
agsiataut agent at lami, with reference to 
the abvlition of their respective offices in 
connection with the reorganisation of the 
New Dominion, and its virtual creation 
luto @ province of the empire. 

The Memorialist Ming Ch‘un has several 
matters still in hand which it would be 
udvisable to conclude before he resigns his 
post, and he therefore begs permission 
to postpone doing so. The Memorialist 
Bsinng Lin has no unfinished work on 
hand, and accordingly requests permission 
to come ‘* North ” (sic) to do humnage to 
His Majesty and solicit further employ- 
ment, Both requests are granted by Re- 
script, 

September 9th.—The appointments to 
the post of Literary Chancellor are an- 
nounced ; the present year being the time 
for chanying the incumbents of this office : 
—Shun-t‘ien : Haiti Ying-k‘uei ; Kiangeu : 
Wang Hsien-ch‘ien ; Anhui: Kuei Héug ; 
Fuhkien ; Chu Hsio-fén ; Hupeh : Chang 
Jén-fu ; Hunan: Lu Pao-ohuny ; Honan; 
Hua Chin-shou ;Shantung: Lu Jun-hsiang ; 
Shansi: Kao tlaiel-tséng ; Shensi: Lin 
Chi; Kausu; Ch'in Shu ; Sz-chuen : Shéng 
Ping-wei ; Knangtung: Hu Jui-lan; Kuang. 
si: Li Tien-lin ; Yiinnan: Lai Huny-tzt ; 
Féng-t‘ien : Yang L. 

Lhe provinces of Chékiang, Kiangsi and 
Kuvichow retain their present Literary 
CUhaucellors. 

One of the above appointments having 
caused a vacancy in the Vice-Goyernorship 
of the Metropoliian Prefecsure, Cau I 


taéng (Fe Pe] FF) is appointed to that post. 
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September 10th.—A Memorial from the 


Governor of Kiangsi in answer to the de- 
cree calling for reports from all the pro- 
vinces as to the best means of preventing 
the eacape of criminals from their places of 
banishinent, to the frequency of which 
the Board of Punishments had drawn His 
Majesty’s attention. Leaving the question 
as Lo the practicability of making the New 
Dominion a place of banishment for cri- 
minals to the Governor of that region to 
decide, the Memorialiat begs tuo state that 
in the opinion of the Finance Commissioner 
und Judge, to whom his predecessor referred 
the matter, the orderly conduct of criminals 
undergoing sentence vf banishment is a 
matter of obvions necessity, and escapes 
from the place of banishment, being an 
infringement of the law, should not de 
allowed. These escapes, as the Board 
justly remarks, are none the less of grow- 
ing frequency, and it has become necessary 


to consider some efficient method of dis-— 


posing of the criminals in such wise as to 
secure the integrity of established usage 
aud prevent the gradual assemble of sedi- 
tious elements, 

Now criminals of the chin and liv class 
are either murderers or the perpetrators of 
murderous assaults, or thieves of « wild and 
untutored temperament whom it is dificult 
to keep in hand. While in gaol their 
eacape is a matter of constant anxiety, and 
when they arrive at their place of banish- 
ment they are allowed to live asacattered 
about, so that it is impossible to follow 
their movements at ail times, aud the 
exercise of precautions against their escape 
iy no exsy matter, When they have escaped, 
the officials responsible are denounced and 
the underlings punished, but this has no 
practical effect on the question, The secret 
of successful custody lies in giving these 
people something to do, but they are so 
vagrant and idle by nature that it by no 
means follows that they will willingly de- 
vote themselves to manual work, If they 
are posted at Customs barriers, ferries or 
postal stations as underlings, there is still 


greater reason to anticipate injury to the- 


public interests, Under these circumstances 
it would seem that the only way in which 
the question can be dealt with is to increase 
the penalty for escape. The chitin convicte 
belonging to the class of yvraver offenders 
will, as decided by the Board, be impri- 
soned for ten years upon arrival at their 
place of banishment, and on the expiration 
vf that term will ba duly disposed of. 

As regards the 2"u class, it is now pro- 
posed that criminals belonging to this cate- 
gury shall upon arcival at their place of 
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banishment be called upon to do some 
manual labour, such as hoeing, weeding, or 
carrylug water, or else serve x8 messengers 
ip some yamén, being given a daily ration 
throughout their term, at the expira- 
tion of which they will be sent back to 
the place from whence they came. Cri- 
minals of the chin and lia class (with the 
reservation above mentioned) will be locat- 
ed by the authorities of the place to which 
they are assigned, with due regard tu the 
individual circumstances of the convict, 
being called upon to reclaim waste Jand, 
build embankments or walis, clear out 
rivers, carry grain, or perform some simi- 
lar manual task, Others may be called 
upon to act as servauts or messengers, all 
being given wages and rations and inspect- 
ed from time to time. The idle and 
those who impede the progress of public 
business will be punished as occasion 
may be demand by the local authorities, 
to whom discretionary powers will be given, 
and persistence in misbehaviour will be 
punished by the imposition of the penalty 
of cangue, chaina, the iron bar, or stone 
weights as the case may be, By this means 
convicts at the various stations will have 
something to do which will keep them 
under restraint, while a living is at the 
saine time secured to them, an arrange- 
ment that may possibly prevent escapes on. 
« wholesale scale, while the infliction of 
increased penalties for attempts to escape 
will amply serve to diminish any tendency 
to insubordination, 

Seplember 11th,—A Decree granting post- 
humous honours to Téug Juny-chia, acting 
General at Ning-hsia, who was drowned 
while attempting to save the embankment 
at that place. 

S»ptember 12th —(1) Chin Shun, Gov- 
ernor of [li, is ordered to come to Poking 
for audience. Hei Lin is to act during his 
absence, the place of the latter at ‘Tarbaga- 
t‘ai being taken for the time being by Ming 
Ch‘un, at present Avent at Hami., 

(2) A Decree expressing His Majesty's 
concern at the distress which has been 
caused by excessive rain in different parts 
of the Tientsin, Ho-chien and Metropolitan 
prefectures, where rivers have overflowed 
the embankments and low-lying land has 
been submerzed. 

Asan act of special grace authorisation 
is given for the detention of 100,000 piculs 
of tribute rice on its way to Peking to be 
distributed amongst the places where relief 
is required, 

(3) A short Memorial from the Governor 
General of Szechuen, covering a Memoran- 
dum. of the action he propuses to take in 
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compliance with the scheme of financial 
reform under twenty-four heads submitted 
to His Majesty some time since by the 
Board of Revenue. 

Vhis scheme lea received the serious 
attention of the Memorialist, who has care- 
fully considered each heading with his 
Committee of Admini-tration, while the local 
Buthorities have been referred to back wards 
and forwards for full information on various 
Points, ‘The result of these consultations 
aud enquiries is, that some portions of the 
Board’s scheme can be adopted in a modi- 
fied form, and others must undoubtedly be 
Strictly conformed to, while others again 
Which practical experience has proved to 
he impracticable and unsuitable to the con- 
Qitions of the locality or the circumstances 
of the people, cannot be forced upon them, 

The total amount, inclusive of the extra 
lekin on pork, which it has been possible to 
secure for the Maritime Defence Fund after 
Months of reflection and investigation, 1s 
Ts. 310,000 ‘To altempt to “TAIBB more, 
would provoke suspicion and alarm in the 
Mhinda ot the people, who would, if tow hard 
pressed, abandon their vocations, and it 
Would give much trouble to set matters 
right. 

September 13th,—(1) P‘an Tsu-yin, Act- 
ing President of the Board of War, is 
appointed Chief Examiner at the Metro- 
politan examination for the degree of pro- 
Vincial graduate, Weng ‘Tunyg-ho, Presi- 
dent of the Board of Works, K'uei Jun, 
Senior President of the Court of Consors, 
and Tung-hua, Vice President of the Board 
of Ceremonies, are appuinted Assiatant 
Examinera, ; ; 

(2) A Sub-Memorial from Té Hsing, 
Acting Governor of Kiangst. 

Some time since, the Board of Revenue 
Communicated to his predecessor & Memorial 
from the Board to the Throne, containing 
Proposals for securing the payment by Cus- 
toma Superintendents of a portion of the 
deficits on the asseased revenne of their 
respective posts. These proposals, which 
received Hia Majesty's sanction, were in 
Bubstance as follows ; 

Commencing from the 16th of the 19th 
Moon of the 1LOth year of Kuany Hai, 
all deficits prior to that date due by Cus- 
toms authorities, irreepective of amount, 
Were to be reduced by fifty per cent, and 
Seventy per cent of the reduced sum wag 
to be paid up by the end of the 10th 
year, the balance being paid it ‘instal. 
Ments not extending beyond the IGth 
day of the 9th moon of the Lith year 
(Octoher 23rd 1885). In c»ses where the 
lifty per cent was paid within or by the 
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limit of time assigned, his Majeaty would be 
requested to remit the remainder of the 
debt, but when the limit assigued was ex- 
ceeded, this privilege would not be accorded, 
and the officers who had failed to pay over 
the whole or any part of their deficits 
would be denounced to the Throne, with a 
request that their promotion be stopped or 
that they be dismissed, while payment of 
the whole deficit would be insisted on, 
The Memorialist has now to report that 
Ho Liang-chén, prefect of Nan-ch‘ang. dur. 
ing his acting chargeof the Chi, Nan, Kang, 
Ning Circuit was short by Ts. 4,630, and 
Wen Huei the actual incumbent, was short 
by ‘I'ls. 7,210. he former has already paid 
twenty per cent. of his deficit into the pro- 
Vincial treasury, which amount is being 
trausmitted to the Board of Revenue by 
an officer who is cunveying land tax tu 
Peking. 

(3) The Governor of Kirin and Deputy 
Lieutenant Governorreport the contribution 
by a duidji and chang ching of the Ghorlos 
League of 100 horses respectively to serve 
a8 Inouits for the 200 men that have been 
enlisted to make up the complement of the 
reyular troops, ‘hese horses, which have 


— been inspected and taken delivery of, are 


young, sleek and sturdy, and at the pre- 
vailiuy prices sre worth ‘I'ls. 12 a-piece. 

It is suyvested that a button of the 
second grade be bestowed upon each of 
these officers, aud that the one should be 
viven in addition, two steps of commutative 
rank, while the other receives a peacock’s 
feather. 

(4) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shenai forwarding a memorandum of the 
economical measures he is prepared to 
undertake tm response to the scheme of 
financial reform in twenty-four articles 
drawn up by the Board of Revenue. 

He would humbly observe that the 
principle which should coutrol the manage- 
ment of property can be reduced to two 
chief factors, the one, development of 
tle source frum whence wealth is derived, 
the other, the checking of ita out-flow, aud 
the essential point is to estimate exactly 
the question of surplus and deficit and not 
to pick at and pare infinitesimal itenis, 
There should be ne dixcarding of substaica 
or reckless expenditure ; demands should 
be made on an organised system, aud ex- 
penditure should be based on regular lines. 
Pursuances of this policy will not bear with 
undue weight upon the people, and Tusperial 
interests will be duly furthered, 

The Memorialist having delivered him- 
pelf of the above general reflections, pro- 
cveds lu stute that Sheusi has sunk into a 
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condition of decadence, which he compares 
to the season of autumn, since the devas- 
tation of the province by rebellion, and 
every possible source of revenue has been 
thoroughly explored. Expenditure has 
been avain and again cut down, and after 
eareful consideration of the scheme of the 
Board, in coucert with his Committee of 
Administration, he has come to the conclu- 
sien that as far as Shensi is concerned it is 
impossible of execution. Cousidering the 
question, however, from an Imperial point 
of view, hia patriotism will not permit him 
to regard it as one with which he has no 
concer. Setting aside, therefore, those 
proposals in the scheme which do not 
apply to Shensi, these which are already 
in force, and those the aduption of which 
would be attended with numerous draw- 
backs, the remainder will be given effect 
tu in the order of their relative import- 
ance, Inu the ‘‘development’” portion of 
the scheme the item of the sale of mone- 
polies is the most important ; this system 
already exists and all that is required is to 
develup it still further. 

As regards the economical portion of 
the scheme, reductions shall be effected as 
circuinstanvces may allow. 

In a word, the scheme as far as Shensi 
is concerned, will produce more temporary 
payments than permanent and fixed re- 
ceipts. As to the treasury, they will be as 
a spoouful of water to the volume ofa 
mighty river, but coming as they do from 


a impoverished region, while practically - 


mere yraings of rice they none the leas re- 
present thousands of catties to the con- 
tributers, 

Rescript; Let the Board of Revenue 
take cognisauce. The schedule is sent 
down herewith, 

September 14th. —(1) The Court Circular 
anuouuces the receipt of a report from the 
linperial Granary Department to the effect 
that the delivery of tribute rice has been 
completed, and that the empty juuks have 
returned, 

(2) A long Memorial from the Imperial 
Ayeut at Urga with respect to the imain- 
tenance allowance granted by the Mongo- 
Jian Superintendency and the Board of 
Revenue to six additional pi tie shih, 
ov government clerks, who were recently 
attached to the Memorialist’s department. 
faving applied for an annual grant for 
the expenditure of the new departments 
thus created he was allowed ‘ls, 15 a 
mouth fur the maintenance of each writer, 
aud au allowance for extra expenditure 
was veloed, with a request that his Majesty 
would direct the Memorialist to have sumo 
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consideration for the difficulties of the time, 
aud- carry out the decision of the Board 
without intruding further requests fur 
money upon his Majesty. 

While acknowledging that the action of 
the Board is sugyested by a careful reyard 
for economy in expenditure, the Memo- 
rialist and his colleague, who have been 
the recipients of the Imperial buunty to 
no small degree, are both possessed of con- 
sciences, and would not venture to intrade 
requests for more money upon his Majesty 
were 1t not for the fact that the allowance 
granted by the Superintendency aud Board 
in Council is iusuticient to keep one man 
for half a mouth, let alone his family, in a 
place where the bare necessaries of living 
entail a daily expeuditure per head, of from 
seven to eight mace. As ‘Tai Tsu of the 
Sung remarked, ‘‘ If salary aud emoluments 
are Log acauty, yuu canuot cumimaud oficial 
purity.” 

In addition to the grants for the six clerks, 
the vew departments which these clerks 
are to occupy will each require two mili- 
tary copyists aud two runners, making, 
with the clerks, thirty in all, and the 
Memorialist now proposes to supplement the 
pay of Ts. 15 to the writers authorised 
by the Superintendency, by an additional 
Tis. 15. Besides the above, Ts. 2,400 will 
be required tu pay the copyists, runners, 
cust of stationery, ete, and ‘Vis. 500 for the 
gaol, for tlhe maintenance of which to yraut 
has hitherto been made. Lhis makus a 
total of ‘Ts, 3.000 and upwards, per anuum, 
which it is proposed to raise from rents, 
the origin of which is deseribed with much 
mhinuleness, 

September 15th.—A Memorial from Li 
Shén, President at Hsi-ning and Dnperial 
Controller of the Muuyol tribes of Koknor, 

It is an established custom for the Memo- 
rialist’s yaménu to seud a chang ching or 
secretary every three yearsto attend a 
vathering of represen!atives from the thirty- 
hine tribes under the Memorialist’s juris. 
diction ovcupying the township of Yti-shu 
and other districts in the Kokonor rezion, 
advantage being taken of this opportunity 
to settle cases of litigation that may have 
arisen between these various tribes. 

Jn the winter of 1883 the ch‘ien hw or 
head of the Pa-yéu-ang tribe at Yii Shu, 
whose name was Kuan-tai-ch‘iv-ko-la-é6rh- 
chiv-li, sent an agent to Esi-ning with a 
petition, in which he represented that of 
Jate years this tribe had been the victim of 
tyrannical oppression aud extortionate 
levies from the Té érh-ko nation or tribe 
of Szzchuen, as well as of constant raide 
upon their territory by the Kuv-lo-k‘o 
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Nation, in addition to which the tieh-wa- 
yénin libet and others, forced them to pay 
an auuual subsidy in the form of tea and 
Silver in aid of their military expenditure, 
le requested that an officer mizht be sent 
to attend a meeting of the tribes to deal 
With these irregul writies. 

Lhe Memorialist thereupon sent one 
Shnang-k‘uei, api Pich-shih, or government 
Clerk, and ‘sou Huny-sheng, au Acting 

Lajor, with au escort of twenty soldiers 
from the Ning hsia garrison and fifty 
Mouvol suldiers to the place of meet- 
Ing to deal with the matters un question, as 
Was reported to His Majesty upuu the ILth 
of June 1884, 

These ofticers returned upon the 15th 
of July of this year having fulfilled the 


object of their mission, and they have fur- 


ished the following report of their action, 

They reached the territory of the Ni-ya- 
Mu-ts‘o tribe oun the Yi Shu frontier upon 
the 2ud of August 1884, having travelled 
With all the expedition they could, and 
Were visited by the head man and uthers 
of the tribe, who stated that the King of 
the ‘l'é.érh-ko tribe of Szechuen had sent 
his Controller with 3000 meu to vccupy a 
Placs called Chéng Lo, from whence he was 
Koing very shortly we make an atlack upon 
the Ni-ya-mu-ts‘o tribe, and the clerk and 
Major were regnested bo tell them what 
they should do. 

The clerk and Major thereupon Issued a 
Bmimons which they sent to the Controller 
Of the Le-erh ko tribe calling upon him to 
Appear befure them and await the actiun 
they might take, In reply the said Con- 
troller sent a written representation in the 
following words: *' ‘he Ni-ya-mu-ts‘o de- 
Mand black mail from our people, aud 
Unless the po chang or captain of luudreds 
bf the Ni-ya-mu-wus‘o tribe is rigorously 
dealt with within the space of three days, 
My men are so Numerous that 16 will be 
Uupossible to keep them back.” 

Lhe clerk and Major then cousented to 
he po-chang being gent for aud eXainied 
With a view to dealing with him, but the 
Controller declined to putin an appearance 
at the enquiry, and on the 11th of Septem. 
ber, 1884, at the end of upwards of a 
tontl’s uelay, the po chang of the Ni-ya. 
Mu-tg'o tribe sent # man to say that the 
8-6rh-kus had brought up two brass 
UWllzera aud their troops were contem- 
Plating an immediate advance, so he earn- 
Sstly prayed for assistance, 

Lhe Major then went to Chéng-to with 
4 excort uf fifty sabres to demand an ex- 
Planation of the reason for these unau- 
thorisud and criminal hostilities, where- 


upon the Controller, having no explanation 
to give, recalled his troops aud remained 
quiescent, 

At this juncture, one Lu Ming-yang, a 
Lieutenant from Ma Hsiin in Sz-chuen, 
reached the place in the progress of a tour 
of inspection of the frontier, and the clerk 
wrote oflicially to him requesting him, as 
he was on the spot, to keep the peace, In 
due course the Lieutenant replied that he 
had laid the contents of the clerk’s despatch 
before the high authorities of Szechuen and 
expected an answer in about sixty days, 
when le would proceed to take action. 

Matters remained in statu quo until the 
10th of February last, when the Lieutenant 
informed the clerk aud Major that he had 
been called upon to summon the Controller 
of the 1'6-érh-lco tribe before him. The clerk 
then hurried off to Bathang, which he reuch- 
ed on the 20th of February, to assist in the 
enquiry, aud had an interview with the 
Lieutenant. The Controller of the ‘Té- 
éch-kos, however, never put in an appear- 
ance, aud after waiting mauy days fur him, 
the Controller returned to the place from 
whence he came, Lieutenant Lu also taking 
his departure, As the clerk and the 
Major thought it inexpedient to wait there 
indefinitely, they alao returned at the end 
of March tu the place of meeting of the 
tribes, and having summoned the different 
captains of hundreds and of thousands, 
they disposed one by one of the various 
jawsuits of an ordinary character that had 
accumulated during a succession of years, 
At the conclusion of this fuuction they 
proclaimed the benevolent intentions of 
His Majesty towards the assembled clief- 
tains, who were regaled with banquets, and 
given presents of satin, knives, purses, 
ute. 

The recipients expressed their gratitude 
for the favours that had been bestowed 
upon them, and having prostrated them- 
selves with their faces towards the Capital 
they promised to return to their respective 
pasture grounds. 

The worship of the source of the Yellow 
River at. Ao-tun-t‘a-la, and of the two 
snow-clad mountains of A-la-k‘o-no-érh and 
Ma-chiu was duly performed in the pre- 
scribed form, the litanies being recited 
with devotional care, and at the conclusion 
of the services the various tribes paid over 
theie ‘‘horse tribute” of ‘T's, 1,295, the 
whole of which sum was brought to Lsi- 
ning by the clerk aud the Major, who 
declared that the above was a full, true 
and particular account of the reasons for 
the delay that had occurred in the fuldil- 
ment of their mission, 


136 


Some time after the presentation of this 
report the ch‘ien hw of the Pa-yen-ang- 
ch‘ien tribe at Yui Shu and the po hw of 
other tribes, sent in agents one after the 
other with petitions which agreed in the 
main with the facts reported by the clerk 
and the Major, and the Memorialist would 
observe with reference thereto that the 
various tribes at Yii Shu used to beara 
high reputation for wealth and numerical 
strength. By reason, however, of their 
distance from Hsi-ning, and their proximity 
to the Kuo-lo-k‘o nation or tribe of Sze- 
chuen, they were constantly the victima of 
raids from the latter. The Té érh-ko tribe, 
under pretence of protecting them from 
these raids, tyrannised overthem at will, and 
oppressed them with forced levies to such 
an extent that the burden became unen- 
durable, and as years have gone by they 
have scattered and broken up one after the 
other, 

Tne country of the Pa-yen-ang-ch‘ien 
tribe being remote from that of the ‘T'é-erh- 
ko tribe, the former tribe and the Ni-ya- 
inti-ts‘o tribe are just able to hold their 
own, and refuse to submit to the pay- 
ment of black mail. It was for this 
reason that they incurred the anger of 
the ‘Té-erh-kos, who had the audacity to 
make war against them, I the present 
instance a wei-yian fortunately arrived on 
the spot, and the Major, who had seen 
active service aid has displayed commend- 
able bravery and tact in the campaigna in 
which he has been engaged, came forward 
in person to proclaim the Majesty of his 
Imperial Sovereign. The Coutroller, al- 
though more than ordinarily contumacious 
and recalcitrant, was none the less afraid 
to give Full rein to his intentions, aud the 
Ni-ga-mu-ts’o tribe were happily preserved 
from harm. 

The Memorialist haa written to the 
Governor General of Szeclhnen and the 
Imperial Resident in Tibet, requesting them 
to keep the people of the tribe in question, 
xs well as the ‘Tibetan tribes, wider strict 
discipline and control, and to send «flicers 
to take delivery of the money commutation 
for the horse tribute” they are under an 
obligation to pay, forwarding the same to 
the Taotai at Hai-uing, 

Rescript: We have taken cognisance. 

September 16th.—(Court Circular) Li 
Véng-pao, Chinese Minister to Germany. 
etc., arrived in Peking and attended at 
Crurt to pay his respects, (He was not 
received in audience. ) 

Sepbember 17+h,—(1) A Decree express- 
jug the Imperial reyrets at the intelligence 
vf the death of Chéng Tuu chin, formerly 
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President of the Board of Punishmenta 
and a trusted servant of His Majesty's 
predecessors. The usual posthumous hon- 
ours are bestowed upon him. 

(3) With the exception of some formal 
Memorials with regard to official move- 
meuts and transfers, the only other decu- 
mentin this day’s isaue ia a report from the 
Governor-General Li Hung-chang giving 
the particulara of the murder of his own 
mother by a man subject to temporary fits 
of lunacy. 

The man’s mother had a daughter by a 
former husband whom she was in the habit 
of assisting from her son’s stores, the 
latter’s father being dead. This angered 
the son, who constantly reamonstrated with 
his mother but without result, One day a 
quarrel took place on this subject, and the 
son ina moment of exasperation took up 
a wooden clothes-beater and struck his 
mother over the head with it, inflicting in- 
juries from which she promptly died. He 
has been executed at Pao-ting Fu by the 
ling ch‘th process, and hia head aent to the 
scene of his crime for exposure, 


September 18th.—The following are the 
subjects set for prose and verse competition 
at the firat of the three periods into which 
the Metropolitan Examination for the 
degree of chit jée now in progress is 
divided : 


(1) ‘' A minister who shows himself able 
to tolerate others [who are more talented 
than he]; such aininister will be able to 
preserve my sons and grandsons and black- 
haired people, and benefits likewise to the 
Kingdom may well be looked for from 
him.” 

(2) ‘' Tzit-hua being employed on a mis- 
sion to Ch‘i, the disciple Jan requested 
grain for bis mother, ‘The Master said, 
Give hera fu Janu requested more. Give 
her a yi, said the Master. Jan gave her 
five ping.” 

‘The Master said, When Chih was 
proceeding to Ch‘ he had fat horses to his 
carriage aud wore light furs. J have heard 
that a superior man helps the distressed 
but does net add tu the wealth of the rich. 

“Yuan Sst being made governor of his 
town by the Master, he gave him nine 
hundred measures of grain, but Set de- 
clined them. 

“The Master said, Do not decline them. 
May you not give them away in the neigh- 
bourhoods, hamleta, towne, and villages?’ 

(3) Confucius was once keeper of stores, 
and he then said, My calculations must 
be allright, thatia all [have te care about, 
He was once in charge of the public fields, 
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aud he then said, Oxen and sheep must be 
fat and strong aud superior. 

(4) Subject for verse composition : “ And 
thus release the ice-wheel’s beams to shine 
In radiant paths of light ten thousaud 
fathoms long.” 

The character Kuang to set the rhyme. 

September 19th.—(1) A Decree; When 
the provinces of Kuangtung and Kuangsi 
Were visited with floods this year to an 
eXtent that constituted a disaster, We were 
directed by Her Majesty the Empress 

owager tu issue Tis. 30,000 for relief pur- 
poses, We subsequently ordered a hundred 
thousand picula of tribute rice to be de- 
tained for distribution in the prefectures 
of Tientsin and Ho-chien, and Wen-an in 


the Metropolitan prefecture, where disaster. 


had also been met with, Our attention 
having further been been drawn to the fact 
that there waa intense distress in Hunan, 
We called for a report from the Governor 
of that province, who now states that the 
distresa caused by iuundations in the city 
of Ch‘ang-sha and the suburbs of Haianyg- 
tan Hsien has been relieved by public 
BUbscription, and that complete measures 
have been taken for the alleviation of 
distress in other places, so that Our anxiety 
On this score is somewhat assuaged, 

Ch‘én Shih-chieh mow reports that a 
large area of couutry in Shantung embrac- 
tty the Li-ch‘éng, Chang-ch ft, aud other 
Districts has been pluvged into distress 
Owing to the rising of tlie Yellow River 
during Lhe autumn freshet, the wumber of 
people affected being upwards of. three 
hundred thousand. 

The perusal of thia report has filled Us 
With feelings of sincere pity aud profound 
sympathy. We have received the com- 
mands of Her Majesty the Empress 
Dowager to the effect that, in addition to 
the relief-funds raised by the Governor, 
the works in connection with the repaica 
to the northern portion of the Palace 
Gardens which should have been effected 
this year are to be temporarily stopped, and 
from the funds for the execution of these 
works the sum of Tis, 50,000 is to be is- 
Sued in aid of the distress in Shantung, 

The Governor will see to it that this 
money is honestly distributed. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Ciangei forwarding returns of the arrearg 
of land tax due in that province, and sng- 
vesting means for the remedy of the abuses 
which exist in connection with this system, 
The report is furnished in response to an 
Imperial Decree issued on the statement of 
®& Meimorialist, whose name was withheld, 
that the arrears of laud tax owing in the 


province of Kiangsi, after making due 
allowance for remissions granted, was up- 
wards of five million taels. 

After explaining the difficulty he experi- 
enced since hia assumption of office in 
getting in his taxes, and the measures 
he has tuken, with some show of succesa, 
to expedite their collection, the Memorialist 
atates that the total amount of ting, or poll 
tax incorporated with the land tax, and 
ts‘ao, or grain tax, due from the peuple of 
the Kiangsi province between the years 
1872 and 1883, exclusive of exemptious or 
postponementa for failure of crops, is over 
Ts. 4 700,000; and allowing for the arrears 
of taxation owing by the people between 
the years 1880 and 1884 which have been 
remitted by Imperial Decree, the total 
debt up to the preseut date, as far aa the 
people are concerned, may be stated at 
Lis. 2,478,965. 

The cause of this deficit is variously 
described, but the theories enunciated are 
not based upon a thorough grasp of the 
question, the actual reason being that the 
province has never recovered from the 
effects of rebellion, while the people have 
been further impoverished by successive 
years of bad harvests, as is proved by the 
fact that the heaviest arrears are to be 
found in those Districts in which the crops 
have failed, be it from flood in low-lying 
Jands or drought ov the higher ground, 

The snyyestions offered for securing an 
amelioration of the condition of thinga to 
which the accumulation of these arrears ia 
attributable are summarised ag follows: 

1.—A closer scrutiny of the registers, 

2.—'The revival of the custom of appoiut- 
ing collectors elected by public vote. 

3 —The revival of the system of fines 
for delay in payment of taxes. 

September 20th_—A Decree. Some time 
ago, when a revolt amongst the Corean 
soldiery placed the reigning house in a po- 
sition of extreme jeopardy, Li Shih-ying 
was unable to restrain or repress the muti- 
hous troops who were demanding pay, and 
when the affair was over he took not the 
slightest notice of what had happened, with 
the result that public feeling was consider- 
ably disturbed, and he was blamed as the 
head and source of the trouble. 

The Court, in kindly consideration for a 
border dependency, commanded a general 
to go forth wlth an army tu wipe the chief 
offenders out of existence and expel the 
traitorous faction. An investigation of the 
condition of affairs prevailing at that time 
having led to the conclusion that unlesa Li 
Shih-ying was removed from his country 
there would be uo stifling the germs of 
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sedition, We gave special ordera that he 
should be placed, with due regard to his 
comfort, in the vicinity of the wetropolis 
and liberally supplied with food. We fur- 
ther allowed the King to send officers at 
certain seasons of the year to make en- 
quiry after his welfare in order to satisfy 
hia feelings of longing affection. ‘Thus, 
provision was made for the must minute 
contingencies both in guarding against 
lurking dangera, and giving full scope to 
the dictates of private affection, 


After the arrival of Li Shih-ying at Pao- 
ting Fu, the Kiny wrote twice to the Board 
of Ceremonies requesting them to pray the 
Throne on hia belalf for the release of his 
father, but as the great difficulties and 
troubles into which the country had been 
plunged were then only juat allayed, and 
popular excitement had nut quieted down ; 
as, moreover, Li Shih-ying had only just 
committed his offence, We isaued a Decree 
ordering the King to be informed that he 
must not intrude with further represeuta- 
tions, 

Three yeara have now gone by, and Li 
Shih-ying having presented a petition in 
which he appealed to his age and many 
infirmities, nud made earnest professions of 
contrition aud am-ndment, we coma ded 
Li Hung-chang to suunmon him to Tientein, 
when he satised himself by personal in- 
Bpection of the correctuess uf these repre- 
seutations. 


The Board of Ceremonies has now again 
reported that the King has sent euvoys in 
the person of Min Chung-mo and others, 
reverently to present a jetter to Ourselves 
iu which he implores the exercise of Our 
clemency in accents of urgent entreaty 
repeated again and again. ‘The Court, con- 
siders filial piety aa a foremost essential 
in the administration of Government, and 
its compassionate concern for its border 
tributaries ia specially profound ; moved, 
too, by the consideration of the time that 
{the father] has been alive to a sense of his 
shertcomingas, and aympnthising with the 
keen desire [of the yon] to be within reach 
of, and minister to lis parent, it now feels 
thatitis meet that special bounty alould be 
exercised towards them, that the yearnings 
of filial affection may be indulged, 

As an act of special grace We sanction 
the release of Li Shih-ying, and We forth- 
with command Li Hung-chang to depute 
trustworthy officers to escort him back lo 
his country We also direct the Board of 
Ceremonies to inform the King that this is 
as an extraordinary act of clameucy on Our 
part beyond the requirements of law. 


It naturally behoves Li Shih-ying to 
cherish a perpetual sense of the great 
mercy that has been shown him and care- 
fully to regulate his conduct in the closing 
years of his life, while it is still more 
incumbent on the King to take the mis- 
takes of the past keenly to heart, and 
alienating slanderers, and keeping remote 
from specious counsellors, to ally himself 
with men of virtue, keep ou good terme 
with his neighbours and be inetaut ina 
zealous endeavours to make the right 
government of his kingdom an object of 
desire, Thus may internal dissensions be 
entirely eradicated, and no insults be offered 
from without, while the objecta which the 
Court has at heart in affording protecting 
care and pity ou an ever increasing scale 
will not be defeated, and it is in the King 
that Our earnest hopes [for the fulfilment 
of these objecta} are repused. 

September 21st.—The fu llowing are the 
subjects given at the second examination 
for the degree of chit jén. 

1.—A passage from the * Yi Ching.’ 

2,—‘** He first understands the painful 
toil of sowing and reaping, how it conducts 
to ease.” 

3. —"* There are many fish in the warrens; 
sturgeons, large and snouted, tiaos, yelluw- 
jaws, mudlish and carp.” 

4,— In summer, in the fifth month, on 
the day Hsin-yu, the duke had a meeting 
with the marquis of Ch‘i, when they made 
a covenant at Al.” 

5.—A passage from the ‘Li Chi,’ 

(1) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a represeutation from «a Censor calling 
attention tothe injurious effect upon public 
morality that is caused by the assemblaye 
of women in the booths of public story- 
tellers, aud their attendance at dinners in 
public places. 

The Censor states that of late, story- 
telling rooms and booths, restaurants aud 
taverns have been largely frequented by 
women aud girls who visit theae places at 
will and gather there for meals or refresh- 
ment. 

The frequenting of public places by 
women and girla as spectators has been 
repeatedly prohibited by Decree, but the 
caution is ignored and the habit is incress- 
ingly indu'ged in. ‘This ig moat unconatitu- 
tional, and the Office of Gendarmerie, the 
Governor of the Metropolitan Prefecture, 
and Police Censors are called upon to issue 
proclamations strictly forbidding the prac- 
tice in future, and promptly arresting any 
person who ignores prohibition, taking 
means to ascertain the name of the head 
of the household responsible, who must be 
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punished accordingly. Laxity in enforcing 


this. prohibition on the part of the police. 


Or Connivanes at the offence will be visited 
on the Yaméns to which such police belong. 
(2) The Governor of Chékiang reports 
the despatch of the whole of the tribute 
rice from that province which was te be 
forwarded by the sea route. This rice, 
8Xelusive of 1,040 piculs lost by the sink- 
iny near Shanghai of th» junk which car- 
tied it, was 487,200 picule odd, all of which 
Was delivered at aud shipped from that 
Port, Of the above amount, the steamers 
of the China Merchants’ fleet, which were 
elivered over to the charge of Megara, 
Russell & Co, on behalf of the Company; 
Carried 182,200 piculs odd, and the firms 
of Butterfield & Swire and Russell & Co., 
Carried altogether 211,000 piculs odd, 
While 93,100 picula were carried by jank. 
The time taken to complete these ahip- 
ligita from first to last was only one 
Mouth, 
September 22nd, — The Governor of 
hantung describes with some detail the 
bursting of the embankments at a place in 
thie Chang Chting District in that province, 
L appears from the Memorialiat’s account 
that on the 8ch of August the water of the 
Ta-eh‘ing Ho (probably a section af the 
Grand Cana!) in the Shou-chang District 
suddenly ruse some 12 or 13 feet. The 
Yellow River that flows through this Dia- 
trict divides itself into two channels, one of 
Which, the western channel, has long been 
Obstructed, for which reason the yrain 
Junks all go by a new channel of the Grand 
Canal tu a place called Tao-ch 6ng Pu 
Where they pass into the Yollow River. 
When the water suddenly rose upon the 
Present occasion, they forced their way 
through the old chanuel (of the Yellow 
River 2) and, travelling eastwards from a 
pluce called Sun-chia Ma-t‘ou, flowed into 
the old channel of the Grand Canal; then, 
dividing Inte branches, the smialler of 
thie two flu wed jute the Show-chang aud 
Yang-ku Districts, while the larger pierced 
the new channel of the Grand Canal at 
Lao-ch eng Pa and following the great 
embaukment, passed through the Tung-a, 
Pring-yin and Fei-ch‘éng Districts tu a 
tiver called the Chav-wang Ho in the 
Chany-ch‘ing District. The main embank. 
ment bestrides this river, as 16 were, an 
exit being left for the water in the centre 
of the atream. The force of the fluods 
Carried away thia exit, making a breach of 
aome 150 feet, snd half the water entered 
the ‘u-hai river by way of the Ch‘i-ho 
District, the other half flowing into the 
La-ching river by way of Wu-lung T‘an, 


In Ch‘ang-ch‘ing Hsien, alao, the em- 
bankment at a place called Ta Ma-t‘ou was 
carried away fora length of several hundred 
feet. In neither of the above instances 
were any lives lost, but at another point in 
the Ch‘ang-ch‘ing Hsien where a breach 
occurred in the night some fifty people 
were drowned, 

September 23rd.—No documenta of im- 
portance, 

September 24th.—(1) The Governor of 
Auhuil submits a further return of Depart- 
ments aud Districts along the River which 
have suffered more or lesa severely from 
floods caused by the heavy rains in the 
earlier part of July, 

‘These numberseventeen inall, and are dis- 
tributed over the following prefectures :— 


Tai-p{ing Puvcceseseeeed waka) 


Clifih-chon Fuy...sescecces 02 
Lavchou Fu wc eccesceess 
Ho Chou and ita District,,.2 
Au-ch'ing Buy... ese 
Féng-yang Bu vcccccseeeucd 


SS: Chou and 2 Districts,..3 


Totalgiadsncsiol f 
althongh no lives have been Jost, many 
people have been rendered homeless and 
forced to roam, and their sufferings are 
mast pitiable, : 

Tls, 10,200 have heen issued for distribu- 
tion amougast the sufferers, 

(2) The Superintendent of the Huai-an 
Custums submits a return of his receipta 
during his year of office, 

The revenue of this Customs establish- 
ment, which consists of three branches, is 
rated at ‘T'ls, 254,363 regular assessment, 
and 'I'ls. 110,000 surplus asvessment, or 
Tle. 364,363 in all, 

The receipts of the Memorialist during 
his year of office were :— 


Tls, 
Hnai-an Customs ..c..cscosseseesssd0, 985 odd 
Su-ch fien jae. uaeaees adacusits 4,762 4s 
Maritime  — 5, ssesseceveneseseee 869 ,, 





Total 41,103. 





The Memorialist, in addition to the stand. 
ing reasons assigned for thia large deficit, 
viz: the opening of the river to foreign 
trade and the establishment of the Transit 
Pass system, explains that it is due in some 
mensure to the usurpation of the place of 
bean-oil by kerosene, bean-cake forming 
one of the chief articles of revenue, though 
even much of this escapes the Customs 
by the adoption of circuitous routes. 
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The apprehension caused by the pre- 
parations for maritime defence during the 
past year had likewise its effect upon 
trade generally, which was further con- 
niderably depressed by the numbers of 
bank failures that have occurred in every 
province. 

The Memorialist conelndes with the 
usual request that he may not be called 
upon to pay up the whole of his deficit, 

Referred to the Board of Revenue. 


September 25th.—(1) The Superinten- 
dent of Imperial Msuufactories at Nanking 
reports the completion of the grand order 
for silks and satins with which his depart- 
ment was called upon to supply che Board 
of Revenue and the Office of the Imperial 
Household for the year 1884. This order 
was as follows :— 

400 pieces of silk and satin with dragons 

WOVEN IM, 
For the Office of the Imperial Houshold : 
1,940 pieces of silk and-satin according 
to specification. 
500 large handkerchiefs. 

3,000 pieces of cloth. 

96 catties of ailk fringing. 

1,000 ,, of woof (?) silk. 

& 4, Of lamp wicks. 

Tha above were despatched by sea in 
charge of a special officer upon the 17th of 
July. Accounts of expenditure will be for- 
warded separately. 

(2) ‘The same officer also reports the 
completion of a number of embroidered 
Court robes which the Office of the House 
hold were commanded by Imperial order 
to call upon the Memorialist’s department 
to supply. These robes, 14 in all, with 
six sete of ‘S patches,” have beer sent for- 
ward with the grand order referred to 
above. 


September 26th.—No document of im- 
portance, 

September 27th,—(1) A Decree appoint- 
ing Chit Chieh-ch‘ang (digts Ey), Tao-t ‘ai 
of the K‘ai, Kuei, Ch‘jen, Hsi Circuit in 
Honan, 

(2) A Decree deploring the decease of 
the Grand Secretary Tso Tsung-t‘ang, a 
man of yreat and extensive learning whose 
adminiatrative capacity wag extengive mm 
1n its scupe and far reaching in its efforts. 
He was a mau of unblemished and upright 
character, and was loyal and sincere in his 
conduct of business, 

Commencing with the provincial gra- 
duate’s degree and passing on to the 
Secretaryship of a Board, he took the field 
againab the rebels and digturguished hlm- 
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self in numerous engagements, His worth 
was well-known and recognised by His late 
Majesty Wén ‘sung Hsien (Hsien Féng), 
by whom he was promoted tu the rank of 
Director of a minor Metropolitan Court. 
In the course of the reign of ‘Tung Chih 
he was engayed in the suppression of the 
“long-haired ” rebels, the Mahomime- 
dan rebels and the mien fet, thereby 
establishing his reputation more firmly 
than ever. His late Majesty Mu Tsung I 
(Ttung Chih) reposed the greatest reliance 
upon him, aud gave him authority over a 
province, advanoing him in due course to the 
Goveruor-Generalship of two provinces. 
He was further created Imperial High 
Commissioner with the direction of milita- 
ry operations in Shensi and Kansu, when 
he evolved plans for aecuring signal vic- 
tory and was enabled tu achieve yreat re- 
nown. He was next selected fur a seat in the 
Grand Secretariat, whereby special favour 
was shown him, * and after Our accession 
We called upon him to take the command 
of au expedition beyond the Wall for the 
pavification of Our frontiers aud the restura- 
tion of oder in the Mahommedan re- 
gion. Here, ayain, he distinguished him- 
self still more than ever, and as an Act of 
Special Grace We advanced him from the 
dignity of the lirat yrade of pd, or noble of 
the third deyree, to that of the second grade 
of how, or noble of the second degree, We 
suuunoned him to the Capital and placed 
him in charge of the Board of War, attuch- 
ing him also to the Grand Couneil and to 
the Taungli Yamen, where he devoted him- 
self with his wheJe heart to the furnishing 
of aid and counsel, which in every case were 
in accord with the requirements of the situa- 
tion. He subsequently filled the post of 
Guvernor-Geoeral of the Two Kiang pro- 
vinees, giving his whole attention during 
his tenure of that office to the wants of the 
people, to the great advantage of local in- 
terests. Wherever he served, whether in the 
capital or the provinces, he sedulousiy 
devoted himself the Joyal performance of 
his public duties, and can be truly said to 
have maintained a steadfast line of action 
from firat to last, 

Last year We ordered him to Fullkien 
to assume the control of military opera- 
tions, where he uever ehrunk from toil or 
was doterred by failing strength from the 
performance of his duty. Applications for 
perinission to vacate his post by reason of 
ill-health were met by repeated granta of 
coug6, and, luatly, by permission to re- 








_, * There ia said to be only one othor iustance of a che 
jen having been made Grand Secretary, 
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linguish his offices aud retire tu his uative 
place to recruit, in the hope that his re- 
covery might thereby be restured, and that 
he might long be the recipient of Our 
favour. We little thought that his sudden 
demise would take place before he could 
Start on his homeward journey, and the 
perusal of his Testamentary Memorial has 
inoved Us to the deepeat grief. 

We command that the title of Grand 
Tutor be posthumously conferred upon 
him, and that the marks of compassion al- 
lotted by law to deceased Grand S cretaries 
be bestowed upon him, ‘The sum of ‘ls. 
3,000 will be granted for the conduct 
Of the obsequies aud will be furnished 
from the Fuhkien ‘Treasury, and the 
materials for a libational sacrifice will 
be provided, over which Ku-ul-yin-pu 
(the acting Tartar General) will pre- 
side, Aaa Special Act of Grace the post- 


humonua designation of Wéu Hsiang bts 
Will be given him, and Ins tablet will ve 
placed in the temples to deceased worthtes 
1) the metropolis known as the Chao Chung 
Ssii and the Hsien Liang S-ti. Special tem. 
ples will also be erected to his memory in his 
Native place in Hunan aud the provinces 
in which he made his fame. A record of 
hia public and private acts will be prepared 
by the State Hiaturiographer’s oflice, and all 
official penalties recorded agatust his uame 
will be cancelled; A statement of the post- 
humous honours he is to receive will be 
Submitted to Us by the Yaméu concerned 
after reference tu the Jaw on the subject. 
Lhe local authorities along the line of route 
Will sew to it that due attention 1s paid 
Uring the progress of lis remains to 
his native place. His son Hsiao-k‘uan, a 
Second class assistant Secretary of a Board, 
Will have the grade of Senior Secretary be- 
Stuwed upon him, His son Hsiao Shun, 
&u Accessory Seuior Licentiate, will be 
given the grade of second class assistant 
Secretary of a Board, and he aud his bro- 
ther will each be allotted a Board in which 
to serve the noviciate as soon as their term 
of mourning has expired. His sou Isiao- 
Vung, a salaried licentinte, will be given 
the decree of chii jén or provinetal graduate, 
and be allowed tu compete at the Metro- 
Politan examination with other graduates 
of that degree. as 4s 
Yang Ch‘ang-chiin will ascertatn with all 
Promptitude to whom the hereditary title 
of how of the second yrade should descend, 
and report to Us. ‘This, that Our great re- 
furd for a faithful servant may be duly 
Innnifeated. 
September 28th.—(1) The Superinten- 
deuts of Puking Cugstums aud Octrui report 


" every effort, to collect more. 
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that the amount of duty collected by them 
on foreign opium during the year ended 
September 10th, 18°56, was Tls, 9,500.6, 
with additional leval charges for subsistence 
money and ‘' turn of the scale” amounting 
to Tle, 287. The amount remaining from 
the sum realised by fines and confiscations, 
after payment of rewards and so forth, is 
Tis. 3485. In view of the cost of the 
extra steff of clerks and runners which 
have to be maintained to check the exten- 
sive smuggling that goes on, the Memo- 
rialists request that they may be allowed 
to keep the balance of the “turn of the 
scale” money which remains after payment 
of the sum due. to the Board under this 
heading ; also that they may not be required 
to account for the mode of its expenditure. 

(2) The same officera forward similar 
returns of the regular customs and other 
dues collected by them during the same 
period. ‘T’he total sum collected was 
Tls. 172,924, showing a deficit on the sure 
plus assessment of Ts, 142,030. The 
deficit, though large, is less than that pre- 
sented by the Memorialist’s immediate 
predecessurs, and there are many reasons 
to account for their failure, in spite of 
Tirstly, the 
fluctuating valu of silver, combined with 
the high cust of the necessaries of life, was 
a bar to the importation of goods, and on 
those that were imported the merchants : 
mostly lost. The continuation of the 
restrictions upon navigation at the porte 
during the earlier part of the seasun had, 
moreover, ath effect upon the northern im- 
port trade by steam vessels, and, again, 
business waa considerably interfered with 
by the constant ruing that have fallen 
since the summer set in. 

The Memorialists conclude with the 
usual prayer that they may not be called 
upon to muke the deficit goud, 


September Z29th.—No document of im- 
portance, 

September 30th.—(Court Circular), The 
Grand Secretary Li presented his respects 
on arriving in the capital aud was received 
in audience, the Seventh Prince having 
audience the same day. 

(1) A joint Memorial from the Governor- 
General and Governor of Yitunan referring 
to an Imperial Decree dated the 3rd of 
April 1885 in which the expenditure in the 
admioistration of the Fane yang and Wue- 
hu Customs is commented on, and the 
hizh authorities of other provinces are 
called Wpon to see (iat their establishments 
of this class are not too expensively worked. 

The matter having beew referred to the 
cenlral dic i bureau, the ‘Tavtai in charge 


of that department now reports that Yiin- 
nan being a froutier province with meagre 
resources and possessing no staple commio- 
dities, the only customs stations that exist 
are for the collection of likin, and there are 
few at that. The fact that the province 
has no connection with water systema, 
large or small, and that there are no cen- 
tral points in its waterways by which 
traffic inust necessarily pass, it followa as a 
matter of course that if the barriers are too 
few in number they will be evaded, and 
that if too close a preventive ecrutiny is 
exercised the expenditure will necessarily 
be large. 

Since the year 1874. when it was deter- 
mined that the expenditure of all branch 
establishments of this nature should be 
confined to one tenth of the receipts, while 
returns of the actual expenditure incurred 
by the central establishment were te be 
sent in for approval, this rule has been 
observed, and since 1877, the rule laid 
down by the Board of Revenue that 
the expenditure of no_ establishment, 
branch or central, shall exceed one 
tenth of the receipts, and that twenty 
per cent. of the expenditure of branch estab- 
lishments shall be borne by the Central 
Office, has been strictly adhered to. Great 
pains has been taken by amalgamation and 
abolition to bring this expenditure down 
to the level required, in some lustances 
where such amalgamation or reduction 
should not have been made, and it is per- 
fectly impossible to get the expenses duwn 
auy further in this or m any other brauch 
of extraordinary expenditure. 

The Memortalists endorse the statements 
of their subordinate, but undertake to keep 
a careful watch in the future and not to 
allow any waste of public money. 


(2) In a joint Memorial, the Tartar 


General, Governor-General and Governor 
at Foochow, together with the acting direc- 
tor of the Fvochow Arsenal send in a sup- 
plementary list of officera and inen killed 
during eugagements in the river with the 
French, or those who subsequently suc- 
cumbed to wounds received on that occa- 
B10. 

The list, which is not published, is 
mentioned by the Memorialists as coutatu- 
iny G18 names. 

October 1Ist.—The Grand Secretary Li 
was recvived in audieuce. 

(1) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General and Governor of Fuhkien sub- 
mitting a Memorandum, which is not 
published, stating what steps it is proposed 
to take towards carrying out the project of 
thy Board of Revenue fur securing ecomomy 
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in expenditure and developing the resources 
of the country. | 

The province of Fubkien, they say, is 
backed by hills, and bordered by the sea, 
being neither wide in extent nor rich in 
products, while of late, trade has become 
daily more depressed, the people finding it 
correspondingly hard to make a living. 
Beyoud the regular revenue from Jand tax 
and custom dues, there are no other means 
of producing wealth, and in obedience to 
repeated decrees reductions in expenditure 
hayes been made until more are strictly 
speaking possible. Be this as it may, it 
being uone the less a duty to give the 
scheme of the Board careful consideration 
from the standpoint of local conditions, it 
was referred to the Financial Commiasioner 
and central lekin bureau to see what they 
could do towards giving effect to it. These 
officers have now sent in their report, and 
in submitting tt for His Majeaty’s infurma- 
tion, the Mewortalists bey to state that 
the soil of Fuhkien is not productive, 
the people are poor, the amount of 
land tax actually collected does not 
come up to one million taels, and it is 
upon likin, tea duties and like imposts 
that the executive is entirely depen- 
dent for its supplementary income. The 
sources of revenue have been developed 
with all the energy that is possible, and 
the expenditure was so thoroughly purged 
of all iniscellaneous charges by the late 
Grand Secretary Tso when Governor- 
Geueral of the province that every fraction 
of the receipts now reaches the public ex- 
chequer. 

The rest of this day’s issue is occupied 
with reports aud applications of a formal 
nature of which the following is a list :~ 


a.—Application from the Govyernor- 
Geueral at Nanking from a certain gra- 
duate to succeed to his deceased father’s 
title of Cha fu yu. 

b,—The Governor of Shausi requests 
that certain local authorities may be de- 
prived. of their buttons for allowing em- 
bankmeuts under their charge to carry 
away, aud that they be given a limited 
time to repair them. 

¢.—Posthumous honours are solicited 
for au Expectant Sub-prefect in Yiinnan 
who died from the effects of malarial fever 
contracted while conveying treasure to the 
army in ‘Tonquin. 

d.—The Governor of Kiangsun reports 
the escape of a condemned criminal on his’ 
way back Lo his place of incarceration, and 
requests that Lhe responsible oflicers may 
be punished, as is usual, 


Oct, 1—2.] 





e.—The Governor of Kueichow recom- 
Mmenda a Colonel to fill a death vacaucy iu 
&® regiment at Tsun 1. 

f.~The Governor-General of Szechuen 
reports, aa is custumary, on the character 
and capacity of an Expectant Sub prefect 
who has completed his first year of re- 
8idence in the province. 

October 2nd.—(Court Circular.) The 
following officers were received in audieuce. 

The Grand Secretary Li. — 

Pang Chi-y tin, Financial Commissioner 
of Yiinnan, 

Chang Yao, Governor of Kuangsl. 

(1) Téng Tseng (BBR) is «appointed 
Brigade General of the Lu Division. 

(2) Yen Mao (Fit 3%) igs appointed sub- 

irector of the tuiperial Stud Court. | 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Huuan submitting his views on the sub- 
Jeet of army reform aud | reduction of 
vstimates, aud making certain proposals to 
Which he solicits His Majesty’s attention. 

He prefaces his remarks with the general 
Teflection that the question of Imperial 
expenditure becomes daily more difficult of 
Bulution, and that amongst the various 
headings of expenditure there 18 none 80 
large as that incurred for the army, com- 
Posed ag it is both of regular aud irregular 
troops. 

The total strength of the provincial 
forces, Manchu and Green Standard, should 
be, by regulation, upwards of 770,000 men, 
costing annually over ten millions of taels 
to keep up. Such au army cannot be con- 
sidered small, nor can the sum expended be 
considered anything but larga. Lhe Court, 
Wuose executive measures are carried out on 
a large basis and with permanent objects, 
does not grudge the diatribu'ion of its wealth 
in the provision of an army, but, unfor- 
tunately, the larger this army becomes the 
weaker is its strength, and the more the 
expenditure swella the poorer the empire 
becomes. 

When the Kuangsi rebellion broke out 
at Chin T‘ien the number of rebela at the 
commencement did nut exceed 2,000 men, 
while the standing army of that province 
was 23,000 men, with 14,000 local troops 
besides, and yet 37,000 troops could not 
defeat 2,000 rebela. If the Kuangsi troops 
have proved themselves useless, other 
provinces can be placed in the same cate- 
gory. Coming down to later times, the 
suppression of the ‘ Long-haired,” Nien, 
Mahommedan and Miaotzii rebellions was 
due in every case to the irregular trovps 
from Hunan and the Huai-au region. 
Nothing was heard of successes achieved 
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by the army of the Green Standard, and 
when order had been restored, as the 


vermis Of sedition had not been exter- 
ininated, aud the regular troups were 


Incompetent, if was Inpossible to do away 
with the irreyulars altogether, so that the 
annual expenditure for the latter class of 
troops continued to be upwards of ten mil- 
lion taels a year, a drain that the taxation 
of the Empire, which is a fixed and constant 
quantity, cannot possibly stand, 

Some say that if irregular troops were 
done away with aud their place supplied 
by regulars, a cousiderable saving would 
be effected ; but such statements are made 
in ignorance of the fact that the Lang, 
or pay granted to irregulars (yung), is 
considerably higher than the Astang, or 
pay, allotted to regular soldiers (ping), 
for it ia certain that no irregular soldier 
would le:ve his home and his district to be- 
come a regular soldier upon the pittance 
given to the latter. 

If weakness is now to be turned into 
strength, and the regular troops are to be 
raised to the same status of efliciency 
as the irregulars, the ouly way in which 
this can be effected is by reducing their 
numbers, amalgamating the pay thus saved, 
aud introducing certain modifications into 
the general system under which they are 
controlled ; but the introduction muat be 
gradual. Unless these modifications are in- 
troduced, the regular troops which are now 
to be enrolled will continue to perpetuate 
the vices of the old system ; but if these 
vices are attacked otherwise than gradually 
sudden rumours of proposals for disband- 
nent or retrenchment would create a feel- 
ing of distrust through the army generally. 

To proceed to a specification of the modi- 
fications proposed, The pay of the men of 
the Green Standard army is, for cavalry 
soldiers, Tl. 1.9 per mensem, for ** fighting” 
suldiers Ts. 1.4, aud for those who only 
do garrison duty Tle. 0.9 odd. Their 
mouthly pay being so simall, the men are 
obliged to eke it out by following some 
small trade or handicraft in order to provide 
for their families. As 16 1s impossible to 
forbid them to engage in other work in 
addition to their military duties, they can- 
not be called upon to pay undivided atten- 
tion to their drill, and it follows that the 
less that is said about their proficiency the 
better. Again, when they are called upon 
to move elsewhere, as each man haa FoOUe 
to his own home where he is earning a 
living in some way or other, it takes himsome 
days to prepare histeutand camping utensils, 
to get his accoutrements in order, to dis- 


pose of hig family, or to hire a substitute 


as the case may be, so that a sudden move 
is impossible. Such delays as this are 
quite incompatible with the rapid move- 
ments that are required under the con- 
stautly shifting exigencies of warfare, 
and it was precisely because the reeular 
troops could not answer to sudden calls 
that irregular troops have been used in 
every province tu put down auy trouble on 
a large scale, 

The Memorialist now begs to solicit per- 
mission to reduce the number of regular 
troops and to give to each man the pay 
that one used to receive, which will relieve 
hiim of all difficulty in providing tor the 
wants of his family. He further proposes 
to apply to these regular troops the system 
adopted in the irregular army, viz: to 
divide every ten thousand men iuto twenty 
battalions, half of which will be employed 
on garrison duty and half on patrol duty, 
this latter duty being arranged in such 
a way that the men shell not patrol in the 
neighbourhood of their own reyiments, the 
area of the southern division being patrolled 
by men of the northern division, and so 
forth. They will thus be inured to hard- 
ship and active service, and will be changed 
periodically. In times of quiet they will 
be required to atteud drill on certain 
days, and on occasions of alarm they will 
be ready to respond when called out for 
service, Rules for their discipline will be 
distinctly enunciated, and no return to the 
waya of the old Green Standard army will 
be permitted. The ying kuan or higher 
officers will be selected from amongst 
colonels and majors who have seen active 
service, and those who display special 
qualifications and personal courage. The 
shao kuwan or subordinate officers in com- 
mand of shao, or patrols, will be selected 
from the first and second captains. 

As regards the gradual introduction of 
modifications, the necessity for which has 
been demonstrated above, as the number 
of men is now to be reduced the reduc- 
tion of officers should also be considered. 
The pay and allowances of regimental 
oflicers of the higher grade are in the 
proportion of one officer to a hundred men, 
and of ten or more men in the lower grades, 
The mode of progedure will be somewhat 
similar to that formerly adopted by Tséng 
Kuo-fan with the Green Standard army of 
Anhui, viz., to disband the weak and in- 
effective men and to stup promotion among 
the officers for the time being, but with a 
certain difference which the Memorialist 
proceeds to explain. ? 

The proposal to reduce the number of 
men will net nd favour with the ollicers, 
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who are in the habit of drawing pay for 
more men than actually carry arms, and 
of making deductions from the pay of those 
that really exist, as well ag of employing 
soldiers as their servants, so that they will 
do all they can to prevent the execution 
vf the project aud keep the old state of 
things. ‘lo meet this difficulty it will 
be necessary first to reduce the number 
of officers, and this can be doue by amal- 
ganlating two battaliona into one, Bach 
battalion being thus considerably against 
increased, its numbers can be gradually 
reduced by weeding out, thus eventually 
bringing it down to its proper complement 
without giving the officers any pretext for 
objection vr opposition, Vacancies amongst 
the ranks caused by death, dismissal, or 
the weeding out of ineffectives will not 
be filled up fur the time being, and as 
soon as a thousand vacancies have thus 
been created, 500 sturdy soldiers picked 
from the whole forces of the provinee will 
be svlected to form a new battalion, each 
man thus selected betng given double pay. 
If there are not sufficient effectives to be 
found amongst the regular troops, a selec- 
tion will be made from among the irre- 
gulars, and the battalion of regular troops 
thus formed will be governed by the 
same rules as those which control the irre- 
gular troops.—Referred by Rescript to the 
Board concerned. 

(3) A Sub-Memorial from the Goveror 
of Hunan reporting the steps he has taken 
to carry out the proposals submitted by 
the Graud Secretary Tso as a corollary to 
the general scheme of the Board for the 
increase of revenue, that increased taxa- 
tion should be imposed upon native and 
foreign opium. 

As the additional taxes [proposed by 
the Board} have already been imposed 
upon foreigu opium at the ports of entry, 
and as Hunan is an inland province 
where Iki has always been collected on 
opium, there is no occasion to levy asecoud 
impost upon it, As regards the suggestion, 
however, that Board liceuces should be 
issued for the carriage of opium and ita 
sale at given establishments, certain sums 
being paid for such licences which are to 
be changed annually, the Memorialist 
would observe that although the province 
of Hunan is not a large trading centre, 
establishments for the sale of opium, native 
and foreign, none the less exist, and it is 
therefore his duty to take measures for 
carrying out the suggestions of the Board. 

Having given orders some time siuce 
that the system of issuing licences to estab. 
lishments fur the sale of opium should be 
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a hs ee i 


experimentally introduced in Ch ‘ang-sha. 


u, Che provincial capital, forty-four estab- 
lishments of this kind have undertaken to 
Contribute anuually ‘Tls, 24 a-plece, making 
&total of Tls, 1,056, and temporary licences 
lave been issued to them seated by the 
inancial Commissioner and the likin oftice. 
‘here algo establishments for the sale of 
Opium at Hesiang-t‘an Haien, Chfang-té 
U, and Hung-chiang Kou in the Hui- 
tung District, aud orders have been 
S'ven that licences shall be furuished to 
these establishments also, seated by the 
tuancial Commissioner and likin office, 
On the same terms as at Ch‘fang-sha 
Fu, Returns will be furnished as soon as 
the arrangements have been completed, and 
& request will then be made fue the issue 


of Board liceucys to take the place of the: 


lecat ones. _ 

Foreign opium, the Memoriali-€ goes on 
to say, does not reach Hunan in larga con- 
Bignmenta, the province being contiguous to 

Vangtung and Hankow, from whence the 
greater portion auld isimpurted in-mall lots, 
tle sales by dealers not yeuerally exceeding 
‘ Parcels of ten catties, which do not come 
under the rules for Une issuing of ‘‘carry- 
lny licenses,” Nan-t's, or native opium, is 
Produced in Kuvichow and Szechuen, from 
Whence it makes its way into Hunan in 

vag or packs, carried with the carrying 
Pole or on the backs of coolles of the 
Poorest class who earn a living thereby. 
here are fixed rules for the’ payment 
of likin thereon, and precautions have, 
as it is, been taken against smugyling 
en route; but if an additional charge 
la made for licences it will probably 
interfere with the collection of the regular 
likin. Careful investigation and enquiry 
Will therefore be necessary before the sys- 
em is put in force, aud under these cir- 
Cunstances it is requested that its adoption 
May be postponed for the time being. — 
eacript : Let the Board of Revenue take 
Copnigauce. 
_ October 3rd.—(1) A Decree acknowledg- 
lng the receipt of a Memorial from Wu-la- 
bu, Supervisor at the examinations now 
1n progress, and hia colleagues, reporting 
the circumstances under which a certatun 
officer called Clu Chén-chia had entered the 
®xamination enclosure and assumed certain 
functions in connection with the conduct 
Of the examination on the strength of his 
lame having appeared by a mistake of the 


Sopyist in a printed list of the oflicurs 


Selected for examination duty issued by the 


rand Secretariat. 
Chu Chén-chia is to be committed to the 
vard fur the determination of a penalty, 


as are also the proctors and other super- 
vising officers who failed to detect the error 
that had been made, though the penalty of 
the lntter is to be in a minor degree. 

(2) A Decree ordering the issue of rice 
to the Pfu-chi T'ang and other charitable 
establishments in the metropolis and at 
Lu-kou Ch‘iao, These granta are made on 
the application of the Guvernor of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture, who represents 
that there hag been a somewhat excessive 
raiufall during the summer, followed by 
the submerging of the crops in some places 
and corresponding distress amongst the 
poorer classes, 

(3) The Governor-General at Nanking 
and the Governor of Kiangau solicit the 
bestowal of marks of Imperial favour 
upon an aged lady, the mother of a certain 
Colonel in the Governor's brigade. This 
dame, who is eighty-two years of age, has 
four sons, eleven grandsons, five yreat 
grandsous, aud one great great grandson, 
She has already been the recipient of 
honours on the occasion of the celebration 
of Her Majesty’ fiftieth birthday, but the 
fact of her now being able to gather four 
generations around her seems to warrant 
an application, submitted by numerous 
officials of the district, for the bestowal of 
special marks of distinction upon her. A 
copy of the genealogical register of the 
family in question, wheh was sent in by 
the applicants, is forwarded to the Board 
for inspection, 

Referred to the Board of Ceremonies. 

(4) The Governor of Kiangsi, referring 
to a recent Decree calling attention to the 
extravagant expendi'ure of likin eatablish- 
meuts yeuerally, reports that upon refer- 
ence to the responsible officers he finds that 
the expenses incurred in the maintenance 
of the likin establishments of that province 
have been cut down to their lowest possible 
limit consistent with efticiency of working. 
The Ya Li Tsung Chi, which has general 
supervision over all the likin and cus- 
toms collectorates in the province, checks 
the receipts and determines the effici- 
eucy or the reverse of the collectors 
etc. aud has heavy and responsible work, 
employa seven ofticora, To each likin 
banner, large and small, of which there are 
in all sixty-four, one officer is appvinted, 
the cost of the maintenauce of these 
collectorates being 8 per cent. of the re- 
ceipts, a sum that is considerably leas than 
the regulation ten per cent. The number 
of barriers has been fixed after careful 
consideration of local conditions and re- 
qtirements, and any further reduction in 
their uumber would lead in all probability 
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to the adoption by crafty traders of the 
precise route which was left unguarded by 
the removal of any given station, aud thus 
seriously affect the revenue receipts, | 

October 4th.—No documents of import- 
ance, 

October 5th.—Chang Yin-huan, newly 
appointed Minister to the United Srates, 
etc., paid his respects on arrived in Peking 
and was received in audience, 

(1) A Decree directing that Chang Yin- 
huanu, who is to vacate his pust as ‘l'ao-t‘al 
of the Ta, Shun, Kuang Circuit in Chihhi, 
be placed upon the list of expectants of the 
fourth grade of a Directorship of a Minor 
Metropolitan Court. 

(2) The Governor of Shensi reports a 
series of minor disasters from the effect of 
storms, 

Iu the Chfing-chien and Ting-pien Dis- 
tricts some sharp and short falls of hail 
on July the 2nd, 9:h and 10th doing some 
slight damage to the crops, but requiring 
no special distribution to the people, a 
smal! graut of seed corn for a supplementary 
crop having been given by the magistrate 
of one district from his own funds, 

In Shang Chow two persons were drowned, 
283 houses washed down, aud a certain 
quantity of land submerged by a sudden 
rush of water caused by heavy rains upon 
the 17th of July. 

In Lin-t'ung Hsien seven villages were 
flooded in consequence of heavy rain upon 
the Ist of August, three people being 
drowned, and with the exception of a few 
hundred acres of land where the damage 
doue was comparatively slight, the crops 
on the rest were hopelessly ruined, Steps 
have been taken to relieve the sufferers. 

October 6th.— (1) Wang Hung-nien 


84) is appointed Taotai of the 
Ta, Shun, Kuang Circuit in Chihlt. 

(23) Decrees directing the dismissal in 
perpetuity, simple dismissal, or degrada- 
tion ofa aumber of officials civil and military 
who are denounced by Chang Chih-tung, 
Governor-General at Canton, for various 
misdoings, shortcomings, and deficiencies. 
There are twenty-seven officials in all; 
most of them being expectants of office 
who have been guilty of peculation or 
an undue regard for their private in- 
terests when employed on special duty. 
One official who is characterised by the 
Governor-General as sycophantic, a brag- 
ger of hia influence with powerful ofti- 
cials, an audacious wrongdoer, and a man 
of the worst reputation, ia dismissed the 
public service in perpetuity. Others whose 
reputation is “indifferent” are put down 
a grade or two in the official acale, while 


others who have been convicted of dis- 
honesty iu the rendering of their accounts 
are temporarily cashiered pending the re- 
funding of the money, 


(4) The Governor-Goeueral ab Cauton re- 
ports that he has called upon Jai Chang, Salt 
Commissioner at Cantun, to assume the 
acting functions of Provincial Judge, the 
latter officer taking the duties of Finaucial 
Commissioner pending the arrival of the 
preper incumbent, the late Commissioner 
Kung L-t‘u having left for Huuan. 


(5) Jui Chang, in a separate Memorial, 
repurts that he has assumed the acting 
duties of Provincial Judge. After the 
usual depreciatory remarks about himself 
the Memorialist observes that tne oftice of 
Judge is the centre from which the ad- 
ministration of the criminal law radiates, 
and since commercial relations lave been 
eutered into with foreign nations questions 
of an international chaacter are freqnently 
arising, and it behoves him tu be specially 
careful to be strictly just in the exercise 
of his functions. 

October 7th.—A Memorial from the Cen- 
sor Wén Hai requesting the issue of an 
Imperial Decree forbidding women and 
viils, in the iuteresta of morality, from 
listening to professional reciters or story- 
tellers or frequenting restaurants, 

The Memorialist ventures to think that 
the capital should take the lead in the 
matter of good beliaviour and used to be a 
place of sound morality. 

Formerly nothing would induce the wives 
and families of officiala to visit temples 
or frequent the streets, while even the 
women-fuolk of the common soldier ap- 
preciated the necessity of a quiet and 
orderly life, cases of idle roaming being 
few and far belween. Of late years, how- 
ever, things have changed. The business 
atreeta wre thronged with young women, 
and though some of these are inembers of 
poor families who have no one to wait npon 
them, and are therefore the victims of 
neceasily, there is no lack of idle promena- 
ders decked out in fine array. What is 
still mere objectionable is that in the rooms 
and bovths vf professional reciters or story- 
tellers women even form part of the audi- 
ence, while restaurants and wine taverns 
also are the sceue of female gatherirgs. 

Such promiscuous intermingling of the 
sexes Without any regard for existing pro- 
hibitions is most unseemly and injurious to 
norality, and unless it be stringently pro- 
hibited the public morals are in danger of 
becoming more and more debased, a matter 
of no trifling import, 
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Tt becomes therefore the duty of the 
lemorialist to request the issue of an 
Mperial Decree calling upon the Office 
of Gendarmerie, the Governor of the Metro- 
Politan Prefecture, aud the Police Censors 
to put out proclamations strictly furbid- 
ing these practices, and stating that if 
leuceforward women resort to story-telling 
Tooms or booths or frequent restaurants or 
taverns for the purpose of joining in en- 
tertainmenis, their servants, if they are 
accompanied by any, will be arrested, Ie 
Unaccompanied by servants the women will 
themselves: be arrested and interrogated, 
aud the head of the family will be punished 
Iu their stead. If the delinquents are 
ladies belunging to the official class, the 
Officials should be denounced, and in the 


Case of soldiers’ wives the men be flogged. | 


Those who sell seats to women at these 
places should be prosecuted, and their 
establishments closed. 

While there cannot be a wholesale pro- 
hibition ayainst women walking in_ the 
Streets, the elders of families in which the 
Women indulue in the practice should be 
exhorted to consider their own good name 
aud not allow their women-folk to gad 
about the streets decked out in gaudy 
attire, For Decree see Gazette of September 
2 Lat, 

,October 8th.—(L) A Decree expressing 
Tis Majesty's regret at the sunouncement 
by the Governor-General at Canton of the 
death of Ch‘éa Chia, General of the An I 
Division in Kueichow, who signally dis- 
tinvuished himself in the recent campaign 
in Tonquiu and was covered with wounds, 
Which have now broken out afresh and 
caused his death. He is to be allotted the 
posthuinous honours assigned to provincial 
Commanders-in-Chief when killed on the 
field of bat:le, and his deeds are to be re- 
corded by the State Historiographer’s «ftice, 

. rn re . 

(2) Chiang Tsung-han ( Heo Yee ) ig 
Appointed General of the Au I Division in 
Kuvichow, 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor. 
General at Nanking stating that in pursu- 
ance of the Imperial Command to effect 
every pussible economy in ell branches of 
expenditure and furnish returns thereof 
Bhowing the reductions it is possible to 
effect, he called for a report on the nayal 
administration of the Yangtsze from the 
department concerned, and Hinds that no 
®conomies in this direction are possible, 

It appears from reports received that on 
the formation of the Yangtaze naval brigade 
by the Governor-General Tseng Kuo-ch ‘tian, 
His Majesty was requested by that otlicer to 
Bauction a charge of ‘Ts, 010,000 upun the 
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receipts of the central likin collectorates of 
Wan-nan and Ta-t‘uny iu An-hui (7) Hu- 
kfou in Kiangsi, Nanking, and the Suny- 
chiang aud Shanghaicollectorates in Kiang- 
au, ‘his sum was to go towards the pay- 
ment of salaries, wages, and rations, and to 
miscellaneous expenditure, gunpowder, 
etc., etc., for the fourteen battalions 
within the limits of the Kiangnan provinces, 
together with payments for labourand mate- 
rials inthe Nanking and Hu-kou arsenals, 
Kvery portion of this money was spent, 
and of late years, owing to the falling off in 
the likin receipts, the above remittances 
have uot come in full, while urgent pay- 
ments have none the lesa to be met, with 
the result that when the usual dates for 
paymeut come round, sums have tu be bor- 
rowed from numerous other sources to 
make up the deficit, There being, in short, 
the utmost difficulty, as itis, in making both 
ends meet, there is absolutely no direction 
In which economies cau be effected by redue- 
tion or amalgamation, or in any other 
wy. ‘Two years ago the Board demanded 
a reduction in the pay of the Yangtsze Naval 
Brigade, and a reference to the records 
will show that this demand was answered 
by an appeal addressed to His Majesty in 
the Joint names of ‘T'so Tsung-t'aug aud 
Péng Yii-lin, in which they demonstrated 
the impossibilty of making reductions and 
received His Majesty’a consent to their 
request that these should not be enforced, 

October 9th.—(1) The Governor-General 
Ta‘éu Yii-ying submits a supplementary 
list of officers and men, 112 in all, who 
have succumbed to the effects of malaria 
in Tonquin either before the recall of the 
troopa vr ou their way back. 

Lhe Board is directed by Rescript to 
allot the usual posthumous marks of com- 
passion upon a liberal scale. 

(2) A sub-Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Canton. 

In the month of January last the want. 
of funds for defence purpoves in the 
Canton province was so urgent that the 
Memorialist prayed His Majesty by tele~ 
graph to direct the Acting Governor of 
Shansi to seud Tis. 200,000 from the public 
funds of the province placed out at interest 
as a loan to Cauton, which loan would 
bear aunual interest. 

His Majesty having been graciously 
pleased to sanction this arrangement, 
various letters were received from K‘uer 
Pin, the acting Governor, to the effect that 
he had drawn T'ls. 100,000 from the “ re- 
organisation ” faud and a similar sum 
from the “iron and silk” fund (from 
which aunual provision is made from sup- 


plying the ahove artices to the capital), 
aud forwarded the amount to Tientsin for 
remittance from thence by draft to Canton, 

In due course the Governor-General Li 
telegraphed the arrival of this money in 
two instalments at Tientsin, from whence 
it was transferred by draft to Canton and 
taken over, after being duly ‘‘ shroffed,” 
by the Reorganisation Committee for milit- 
ary payments. 

The interest that has to be paid on this 
money should be thesame as that charged on 
the foreign loan from the. Hougkong and 
Shanghai Banking Corporation, viz : 9lé or 
74 Bhao (per month 7) for each tael, interest 
on the first instalment of Tls. 100 000 com- 
mencing on the 1st day of the Ist moon, of 
the List year, (Februsry 15th 1885), that 
on the second instalment of J'ls. 100,000 
ou the Ist of the 4th moon (May 14th), 
this interest being paid in half-yearly in- 
atulments, As reyards the methods of re- 
payment of the principal, this will be a 
matter for further consultation by corres- 
pondence with the Givernor of Shansi. A 
letter in the forezuiug seuse has been sent 
to the Board. 

Rescript.—Let the Buard of Revenue 
take cognisauce, 

October 10th.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledging the receipt of a report by P‘éng 
Yii-lin of the result of his investigation of 
‘certain charges brought by Weng Ch‘éng- 
hain (Minister of Tsung-li Yaméu) against 
Kuny I[-t‘u, Fivaucial Commissioner of 
Aunan, who until recently held a similar 
office at Canton. ‘This officer, having been 
accused of extorting from his ruuners 
‘bribes which had been received by them 
from gambling establishments, the Com- 
missioner P‘éng Yii lin was directed to 
‘enquire into the matter. 

He discovers that the charges of extortion 
‘of money received in bribes from his ran- 
diers and other accusations brought against 
the Financial Commissioner have either no 
‘collateral evidence to support them or are 
based on incorrect reports, The enquiries 
set on fot have, however, elicited the fact 
that which holding the office of Finaucial 
‘Commissioner Kung [-t‘u took to himself 
the daughter of one of the people under 
hia jurisdiction as a concubine, and that he 
allowed a certain Major to assume an offi- 
elal status to which he was not entitled, 
whereby that officer obtained the command 
‘of a steam-vessel. It ling also been dis- 
‘covered that a certain trader called Shih 
Ying-lin frequented his yamén and bought 
anunitions of war, ‘for which he charged 
excessive prices, (further, that the son of 


— any 


pretences for the post of Sergeant, and in 
collusion with one called Ts‘ai purchased a 
rotten eteam-vessel, the two dividiny be- 
tween them large protite from the transac- 
tlon. 

For these and other misdoings which 
have been brouxht to light Kung I-t‘u is 
sentenced to immediate dismissal from the 
public service, and certain other subordin- 
ate officials, viz: Liu Ting and Ta‘ai Shou- 
sung, Expectant Sub-prefects, Hiieh Yuao- 
kuang, Deputy Magistrate, and others, are 
sentenced to dismissal in perpetuity from 
the public service. A ‘Tao-t'ai, P‘an Shih- 
chao, is also distnissed. 

October 11th.—A Decree ordering the 
summary dismissal of six District Mayis- 
trates, three in Kiangsu, one in Auhui and 
rwo in Kiangst, who have been denounced 
by the Governu: -General Tséng Kuo-chtivn 
for want of administrative Cipacity, greed, 
trickery, incapacity caused by a broken- 
down constitution, artful and decei: ful 
ways, overbearing and improper conduct 
which c.usus Unpupularity, avarice, aud ati 
indifferent reputation, ete. These expect. 
aut officials, who have indulged in swearing 
and abusive language, thereby bringiug 
discredit on their order, are called upon 
to retire with the rauk of their grade and 
are required to return to their respective 
native places. Turee other officers are 
reduced to a luwer grade for timidity, 
inediocrily of talent, aud the possession of 
low tastes, while oue officer 1s to vacate his 
post and wait for another in consequence 
of his failure to give proper attention to 
the investiyation of a case of murder and 
robbery. 

(2) Sung Chfun (RS HE) is appointed 
Fipancial Commissiover of Hunan, 

(3) Yao Kuang-wu Ck ei) is xppointed 
General of the Nau Kau Division in 
Kiangsi, 

October 12th.—The Seveuth Prince and 
the Grand Secretary Li Hung-chaug were 
this day received in audience, 

(1) A Memorial from the Supervisor at 
the examinations for the degree of provin- 
cial graduate now in progress at the capital 


and his colleagues reporting the circum- 


atances Under which by an error in the 
published list of officers selected to do duty 
in the examination enelosure one ofticer 
called Chu Chén-chia was found to have 
heen wrongly admitted into the enclosure. 
Upon the entry of the Memorinlist and his 
colleagues iIntu the examiuation enclosure 
the names of the oflicers appointed to do 
duty during the progress of the examina- 


the said Shih was recomimonded under false | tfums were duly called from a list copied 
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October 13th —(Court Circular.) The 

oard of Ceremonies having requested the 
appointment of an officer and his deputy 
® perform the ceremony of investiture of 
Prince Ch‘ing, Yin Beileh and Wen Hui 
Were selected for that function. 

(1) A Decree granting three months 
leave to Imperial Commissioner Pfeng Yi- 
in with permission to return to his native 
Place to recruit, that high officer having 
applied for permission to vacate his post 
On the ground of ill-health. In according 
this leave His Majesty refers with appre- 
Clation to’ the President’s loyalty and 
8votion to hig country’s interests, 

(2) A Decree. The queation of the re- 
Orvanisation of maritime defence being one 
of weighty import, We called some time 


Since upon the Ministers Superintendent: 


of Trade for the Northern and Southern 
8ea-boards and others to aubmit their views 
to the Throne after due calculation and 
consideration. 
These high officers having each in turn 
aid a statement of his views before the 
Throne, We next directed the members of 
the Grand Couucil aud the Prince and 
inisters of the Tsung-li Yaméu duly to 
Consider the question in concert with Li 
ung-chang, and to furnish the Throne 
With a report. We further directed Yi 
Huan, (Prince Clifun), to associate himself 
With thuse officers in their deliberations, 
They now report that after a general 
Consideration of the whole question, they 
have to propose thata conunencement shall 
be made with the Northern Division, 
which stall be effectively trained and one 
Bquadron formed that shall Serve as a 
model, further extensions being made in 
Biiccessiun aud distributed over a term of 
eure 
: Their scheme ia extremely well adapted 
to the requirements of the case, and We 
Order that Yi Huan, (Prince Ch‘uu), as- 
Bume chief control of naval matters, the 
fleets along the coast being placed under 
his control and at his disposition. 
We also appoint Yi K‘uang, (Prince 
Ch‘ing), and Li Hung-chang, Grand Secre- 
tary and Governor-General of Chihli, as coad- 
julors of Prince Ch‘un in the management 
[of this department], and Shan Ch'ing, 
Lieutenant General of the Red Han-chiin 
anner, with Tséng Chi-tsé, Junior Vice- 
President of the Buard of War, as assistant 
administrators. 
The formation of a Northern Navy being 


at present in the initiatory stage, We com- 


mit the special control thereof to Li Hang- 
Chang ; but all the new arrangements that 
have tu be inaugurated and the matters 
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that have to be considered, will receive the 
careful attention of the above-mentioned 
Princes and high Ministers, who will 
devise systematic plans and draw up 
regulations for submission to the Throne, 
their arrangements being carried out in 
successive staves, 

(3) A further Decree from Her Majesty 
the Empress Dowager in which a suggestion 
in the Memorial of the Seventh Prince and 
others on the reorganisation of coast defeuce, 
to the effect that a high officer should be 
stationed in Formosa, is approved, and the 
post of Governor of Formosa (4 FEES ie) 


with permanent residence in the island is 
substituted for that of Governor of Fuh- 
kien. The Governor-General will assume 
the duties of Governor of Fuhkien in ad- 
dition to his own fnnetions. 


(4) T‘ao Mo (Fay ee) is appoiuted Judge 


of Chihli, and Yao Ying-ch‘i (Se He iL) 


Tao-t‘ai at Lan-chow Fu. 

(5) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General at Nanking and the Governor of 
Kianyau reporting serious damage to the 
crops inside the sea wall in the Districts 
of Chfang-shu, Ching-chiang, Chiang-yin, 
Yan-t'u, Lan-yang, Chiang-tu and T'ai- 
hsing in the four Prefectures of Su-chon, 
Ching-kiang and Yang-chou by tidal waves 
on the 10th, ILth, and 12-h of August. 

These waves, which varied in height 
from a few feet to twenty, broke down the 
sea walls in many parts and flooded the 
country inland to a considerable depth, 
drowuing the crops, washing down houses 
aud carrying away farming utensils, etc , 
nob to mention causing loas of life in some 
places. Measures have been set on fvot 
for the issue of relief to the sufferers, and 
the aum of ‘ls, 20,000 has been devoted 
to this object. 

(6) A Memorial from Lu Shih-chieh, 
Acting Governor of Anhui, reporting that 
Chany Yiu-huan, late Customs Tao-t‘ai at 
Wuhu and Minister designate to the United 
States etc., has sent a friend to Wuhnu to 
explain the items in the accounts of that 
Customs which his successor, having been 
unable to balance them, had requested that 
Chang Yin-huanu might be sent to set right, 
These accounts are now found to be correct, 
and the sums die from them to the Buardg 
of Works and Revenue will now be sent 
forward without delay. 

October 14th.—(L) A Decree expressing 
His Majesty's sincere revret at the intel- 
ligence of the death of the Grand Secretary 
Ling Kuei, a man of quist ond upright 
disposition aud of wide scholarship, who 
was Much appreciated by His Majesty’s 


-~ 


from the Grand Council list, and they were 
then sent to draw lots for the special de- 
partment in which they were to serve. 

After the gates had been closed and sealed, 
it was found that the list of officers sup- 
plied by the Board of Ceremonies, while 
corresponding in every other particular with 
the Grand Secretariat’s list, did not euon- 
tain the name of Chu Chén-chia. Upon 
this officer being called on for an explana- 
tion, he said that when he went to the Wu 
gate of the Palace on the 14th of September 
to await a possible summons for duty in 
the examination enclosure, he saw his 
name down on the list copied by the 
Grand Secretariat, and he accordingly 
hurried off to the examination enclosure. 
He could not explain the discrepancy 
between the list he went by and that of the 
Board of Ceremonies. 

Findi: g that this officer’s name appeared 
on the list from which the Memorialist’s 
checked the numbers, as well as on the 
printed lists furnished by the Gazette 
offices, it was impossible for the Memo- 
rialist to say whether or no his name had 
been actually marked off by His Majesty 
upon the list of names presented for selec- 
tion. He was accordingly told to continue 
to perform the duty alloted to him pending 
reference to the Board of Ceremonies 
The Board replied that the name of 
Chu Chén-chia was not on the list, so 
it then became certain that the’ officer had 
entered the enclosure in consequence of the 
Grand Secretariat copy of the list being 
wrong. P 

In conclusion the Memorialist and his 
colleagues request that His Majesty will 
call upon the Grand Secrariat to ascertain 
in what department the mistake was made, 
and also to direct the Metropolitan Cen- 
sorate to enquire from the Gazette offices 
how they came wrongly to insert Chu 
Chén-chia’s name in their printed lists. 

The case of Chu Chén-chia being unique, 
and there being therefore no precedent to 
determine as to how it should be dealt with, 
the Memorialists must leave it to His 
Majesty to decide whether or no he should 
be committed to the Board for the deter- 
mination of a penalty. (For Decree punish- 
ing Chu Chén-chia, see Gazette of October 

rd.) 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shautung embodying an account from the 
Financial Commissioner of the province of 
the arrangements made by that officer for 
the distribution of wholesale relief in the 
fluoded portions of the Li-ch'éng, Chang- 
clifiu, Ch‘ing-cheng and Ch‘i ho and other 
Districta which were inundated during 


ure 
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the summer fresheta and in which only the 
Immediate wauts of the sufferers had been 
supplied. The Financial Commissioner 
sent agents to concert with the local au- 
thorities in ascertaining the number of 
people in distress and assessing the damage 
done, the recipients of charity being divided 
into three classes and relief administered 
accordinyly, 

Lhe members of class one, whose houses 
had fallen and into whose villages the 
water had penetrated, 800 ching ch‘ien, or 
metropolitan cash, per adult was to’ be 
given, and half that sum for children. 
To members of class two, where partial 
injury was done to dwellings but no per- 
sonal injuries were sustained, 600 ching 
chien was to be given. To members of 
class three, whose crops had only slightly 
suffered 400 ching ch‘ten had to be given. 

The following is a returu of the numbers 
who required relief with the amount neces- 
sary to meet their wants, 


People to be relieved. Cash. Taels, 
Clase one...198,171 240,653 tiao. 
Class two,.114,310 ({ Exchange, 3 > 76,454 
Class three 43,3064 ( ¢iao 2 huudred 
———— ) cash per tael. 


Total, ..356,3('64 


There being ouly Ts. 19,000 odd in the 
hands of the relief department, the Gov- 
ernor was requested to authorise the 
supply of the deficit from the provincial 
treasury supplemented by a suin of T's. 
28,000 contributed by subscribers to the 
Coast Defence Fund. The Memorialist 
has sanctioned this arrangement and 
has ordered that no time shall be lost 
in making the distribution. He has 
further directed that proclamations be 
drawn up in concise and explicit terms in- 
forming the people of the sums to which 
each olass of sufferers is entitled, copies 
which proclamations are to be printed and 
everywhere posted up. In these pro- 
clamations it is further to be stated that 
any person who receives less than his due 
ia at liberty to complain and to indicate by 
name the individual who has defrauded 
him. 

(3) The same officer reports an accident 
to the embankments of the Wei River ia 
Té Chow, where two breaches have vccured. 
One of these had already been closed, but the 
other must wait until the autumn, when 
the waters have subsided. There has been 
no loss of life or injury to person, and no 
houses have fallen down. ‘The walls of 
Té Chow sland in some danger of being 
undermined by the water which surrounds 
It, Ne acanalis now being dug to drain 
It off, 
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Predecessors, He is given a to lo pall, and 
an Imperial Duke is directed to yo with ten 
Officers of the Guard and offer a libation 

efore his remains. He is posthumously 
given the title of Grand Guardian of the 

eir Apparent, and the honours allotted 
to Graud Secretaries are to be accorded 

im, : 

(2) The Tartar General at Shan-hai Kuan 
repurts the arrival of the contingent of 
Cavalry from the Amoor which had been 
8eut to the Metropolis for defence purposes, 
and by a Decree of the Empress haa been 
recently ordered back. ‘These troops, as 
advised by a letter from the Shén Chi Ying, 
Were to leave T‘ung Chou in two batches 
Ou the 8th and 11th of August respectively, 
and they arrived at Shan hai Kuan on the 
25th and 27th. 
upon sent otticers to the Gate to call the 
roster from the lists, and in due course 
th--se officers reported that they found that 
the numbers of oflicers and men agreed with 
the lists, viz: division number one, right 
Gftices aud 235 men, and division number 
two, five officers and 235 men, The troops 
have had a very comfurtable march, and 
the necessary carta fur the journey have 
been duly provided along the line of rgute, 


October 15th,.—(1) Lin Shu is appointed 
Chancellor of the Hau-lin Yuan. — 

(2) Chang Shan is appointed Lieutenant 
General of the Blue Mungo! Banner, 

(3) En Cheng is appointed I .spector of 
the Imperial Decree Othce, 

(4) Yeu Hsii is appuiuted Director-Gen- 
eral of the State Historiographer’s Oltice, 

(5) Chfung Chi is appointed President 
of the Wu ying Tien. | — 

(6) A Decree sanctioning an application 
from the Tartar Geueral at PFouvchuw and 
his colleagues that a recurd of the official 
career of Chang Te-shéng, late General of 
the Chien-ning Division in Fuhkien, may 
be prepared by the State Historiogra- 
plier’s Office. In addition to the above, 
aid the posthumous honvurs which have 
already been allotted to the decoased 
Officer on a liberal «cale, a title ts to be 
bestowed upon him and permission is 
granted for the erection of a Memorial 
temple to him in the city of Poochow, 

7) Chin Ch‘itan is appointed Brigade 
General of Chinhai in Chéktang. 

(8) A joint Memorial from the Grand 
Secretary Li Hung chang, the Governor: 
General at Nanking, the Governor-General 
at Foochow, and the Governor of Chékiang 
submitting a list of officers engaved in the 
Construction and working of telegraph 
lines since their inception with a request 


The Memorialist there- 


for the bestowal of rewards upon them in 
recognition of their services, 

The Grand Secretary, who speaks in the 
first person throughout the Memorial, 
reminds His Majesty that he had earlier 
expressed the opiniou that whereas tele- 
graphic systems had been universally es- 
tablished amonyst western nations, whereby 
communication was maintained with places 
thousands of miles distant from each other, 
aud messages could be despatched and 
answers received in a single day, a similar 
institution was indispensable in China for 
the expeditious working of such important 
Organisations as naval matters and mari- 
time defence. The success with which the 
adoption of a telegraphic system has been 
accomplished is undoubtedly due to com- 
bined effort and ingenuity, and the officers 
engaged in the construction and mianage- 
ment of telegraph lines have all dis- 
played exceptional zeal and activity in 
the performance of the speciak tasks 
allotted to them, whether as superin- 
tendents of works, surveyors, erectors of 
telegraph poles, connecting wires or other 
labours involving constaut work through 
all sexsons of the year along the line of 
route and expoatire to dangers of various 
kinds. Others, again, have been uure- 
mitting day and night in the transmission 
of important military messages, so busy as 
to be unable to take food or rest, the 
health of some even having suffered there- 
by. Qthers, too, have braved the hard- 
ships and perils of the ocean in bringing 
material from abroad, while the labours of 
the instructors in the school of telegraphy 
at Tientsin must not pass unnoticed, 

The more important portion of the work 
of construction in the various provinces 
having now been completed, the labours of 
those who have done such good service for 
the army and the state should not pass 
unnoticed or unrecognised, and on the 
invitation of the Grand Sceretaury Tso, 
the G-vernors-Gevieral ‘Tséne Kuo-ch‘iian 
and Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, and Governors 
Liu Ming-ch‘uan and Lin Ping-chang 
to submit recommendations of deserviny 
officers to the Throne, Shéng. Hsiian- 
huai, Director-General of Telegraphs, was 
directed to prepare a list accordingly. In 
submitting this list, which is enclosed 
with the present Memorial, the Director 
reqnested that the Canton authorities might 
be asked tu submit theiec own recommonda- 
tions to the ‘Throne and that separate action 
might be taken in connection with the 
Government line from Chihli to Féug-t‘ien. 

The Memorialist would observe that aa 
houours are grauted for the repair vf 
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breaches in the Yellow River and the trans- 
mission of correspondence with foreign 
couutries, it ia but right that the more 
valuable services of those who have been 
instrumental in the organisation of a tele- 
graphic system and energetic in the trans- 
mission of military messages should be 
equally recognised, those whose efforts have 
been lesa sigually deserving being treated 
as persons of common merit.—Rescript : 
Lat all those recommended be rewarded in 
the manner suygested, and let action be 
taken in other mattera xs proposed. 

(9) A Sub-memorial from the Grand 
Secretary Li Hung-chang calling His Ma- 
jesty’s apecial attention to the services of 
one Hsieh Chia-fu (Ria) a hsiu-ts‘ai of 
Kiangsu who has been assisting Shéng 
Hoaiian-huai, Director of Telegraphs, and 
has given much sound advice aud valuable 
suggestions which he has spared no labour 
or pains to carry out to the best of his 
ability. He has been five years in the 
telegraph department, during which time 
his diligence has been most couspicuous. At 
the time of the Chihli and Shansi famines 
he raised relief subscriptions on a large 
scale, himself heading the list, and for his 
efforts on that occasion, he was given by 
Decree the brevet rank of Director of Studies 
in the Imperial Academy. On the occa- 
siuns of extensive disastera with which the 
country has been visited during recent 
years he has never failed to join with a 
few men of a similar bent of will to his 
own iu encouraging contributions in aid of 
the distress, going himself to the rescue of 
the sufferers. Several hundreds of thou- 
sands of tacls have been collected by him 
in thls manner, while, as has long been 
known to the officials and gentry in every 
province, there is no public enterprise that 
comes tu his knowledge in which he will not 
engage. 

It is rare indeed to find a humble gra- 
duate endowed with such catholicity of 
mitd and charitable proclivities, and Hsieh 
Chia-fu is further possessed of experience 
and fact, while he is able in the conduct of 
business, makes a study of the science of 
administration, aud is well versed in fureign 
affairs. The Memorialist ventures to guar- 
antee that if he were advanced to the post 
of District Magistrate it would be a happy 
thing for the District over which he is 
placed. As he has already been given a 
brevet rank by His Majesty for lis services 
in connection with telegraphic matters, 
the Memorialist is unfortunately debar- 
red from recommending him for avy fur- 
ther reward, but he would submit to Fis 
Majesty the propriety of conferring a rank 


upon him that his abilities may have a wider 
scope and zealous effurt recéive due en- 
couravement. 

Rescript : Let Hsieh Chia-fu be retained 
in Chihli for appointment to the post of 
District Magiatrate, The Board of Civil 
Office will take note. 


October 16th.—(Court Circular )—The 
Board of Works having requested His 
Mujesty to appoint officers to estimate the 
cost of the repaira to the stone road out- 
side the Ch‘ien Men, Hsi Ching and Ch‘i 
Shih-ch‘ang were selected for the duty. 

October 17th.—(1-4) Memorials from the 
Governor of the Metropolitan prefecture 
and his colleague requesting the usual 
winter grants of grain for the various 
charitable establishmentsinand near Peking 
(aee Gazette of Oct. 3rd). 

The remainder of this day’s issue is unin- 
teresting. | 

October 18th.—The only two documents 
worthy of record in this day’s Gazette are 
Memorials from the Governor General 
at Canton denouticing a number of offi- 
ciala to Hls Majesty for various short- 
comings. ‘These Memorials are anawered 
in special decrees inflicting the suzgested 
penalties, which appeared in the Gazette of 
October the 19th. 

October 19ch,—(Court Circular.) The 
Geand Secretary Li requests parting in- 
structions, and is received in audience. 

Prince Ch‘fing returns thanks for the 
investiture of his wife with the title of 
Princess Consert,* 

(1) A Decree: Lhe sealed Memorial pre- 
sented to the Throne by the Censor Chiin 
Ai contains passages of which the wording 
is incomprehensible. Let Our censure be 
conveyed to him. 

(2) A Memorial from Liu Chin-t*ang, 
Governor of the New Dominion, request- 
ing His Majesty's sanction to the raising 
of the town of Ti-hua Chow, close to 
Urumtsi, to the zrade of a prefectural city 
and constituting it the capital of the newly 
created province of Hasin-chiang, A ma- 
yistrate, with the title of Ti-lhua Hsien, is 
to be added to the official staff of the city, 
and two officers, viz; a Treasury-keeper 
aud a Commissary of Records, are to be 
attached to the Financial Commissioner’s 
Yainén. Several other minor appolt- 
ments are also recommended. 

Referred to the Board of Civil Office. 

October 20th (Court Circular.) ‘he Chief 
Iexaminer at the recent examinations and 
his colleagues report themselves at Court 








* As the wifo of a Beileh she had the tible of Beilth 
Fy jéa, but has now recvived that of ime (Fu-chii.) 
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at the conclusion of their duties. Hsii 
8ng-shién returnga thanks upon the attain- 
ment by his son of a chté jén dexzree. 

(1) Decrees appoiuting the staff of 
examiners for the degree of Manchu chi 
jen, Sung Kuei, the Imperial Tutor aud 
Vice-President of the Board of Civil Office, 
b-ing selected as Chief Examiner. 

(2) A joint Memoria! from the Governor 

vneral at Canton, Su Yiian-ch‘un, Com- 
Mander-in-Chief in Kuangsi, and Li Ping- 
héng, acting Governor of Knangsi, report- 
ing the death of Ch‘én Chia, General of 
the An I Division in Kueichow, com- 
ing a division on the Tonquin frontier, 
Who was on the list for immediate pro- 
Motion to the post of Provincial Com- 
Mander-in-Chief, had a button of the 
first yrade, the title of batwr, the deoora- 
tion of the peacock’s feather, the distinction 
of the Yellow Riding-jacket, and an here- 
ditary title of the eightlt grade of nobility. 

Tiis utticer, they report, died at Lung- 
Chow onthe 13th of August from the effects 
of his wounds, After briefly recounting the 
eveutaof his military career, which had been 
the profession of his family from 166 found- 
ation, the Memorialists proceed ty dilate 
More at length upon his bravery during 
the recent campaign, which did not take 
the form of words but showed itself by 
te constant presence in the vau of every 

attle. 

At the battle of Chih-tso-shé at the end 
of last winter, the enemy came up in force, 
aud the deceased, who directed all the 
Invyamenta of hia officers, fought for seve- 
ral days and nights in succession, till he 
Could endure no more aud fell fainting to 
the ground from a wound he had received, 
Le was assisted off the field of battle, but 
on coming to he waved his sword, drove 
away his attendants, and swore An. oath 
that he would not leave the scene, finally 
Bucceeding in ronsing his officera to such 
Activity that defeat was turned into victory, 
Which led to the further successes of April 
last and the recapture of Wen-yuan and 

angeon, etc, Fur these victories high 
honours were conferred upon him by His 
Majesty, by whom the deceased ofticer’s 
Conspicuous gallantry was fully appreciated. 

Already severely ill at the time Ku-sung 
Was taken, efforts were made to get him 
to return to Langson, but on hearing an 
alarm of the enemy's approach he had 
himself once more carried to the front. 
When the troops returned in the mouth 
‘of May he took up his quarters in front of 
Chén-nan Kuan, and his maladies tn- 
Creased in intensity. ‘The Memoriahst 
Li Ping-heng seut a doctor to see him 
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and ordered him to Lung-chow to recruit, 
but he refused to listen, and when the 
Memorialist went later to Chéu-nan Kuan 
to inspect the works going on there he 
urged him once more to go back ; but it 
was only after letters pressing him to du so 
that he did at last go to Lung-chow, and it 
was then already too late. His body was 
covered with scars, one eye was injured, 
countless splinters of bone had come away 
from sloughing wounds, and he had sume 
ten or more bullets in his body ; indeed, 
he used to say that when he was in action 
the blood would drip from him in quarts, 
Before he was fifty years of age he was a 
broken man, and on the present occasion 
the most powerful tonics had no effect 
upon him, showing that his death was not 
the result of common sickness. When his 
illness had reached a climax he would con- 
tinue to ask about army matters and the 
enemy's movements and go forth from the 
otticers who came to see him, and would 
talk of nothing else. When the Memoria- 
list Su Yiian-ch‘un went to Lung-chow to 
consult with the Memorialist Li Piny-héng 
about defence measures they went tozether 
to see him, and his mutterings were still 
of military topics. 

The Memorial concludes with an applica- 
tion for the bestuwal of liberal honours 


upon the deceased, which are granted by 


Decree. 

October 21st.—A Memorial from the 
Military Governor at Sheng-ching and his 
colleague requesting His Majesty’s sanction 
to the adoption of an heir to an extinct 
title under the following circumstances :— 

The son of the late Grand Secretary 
Wéu Haiang, Hsi Chih by name, who suc- 
ceeded to hia father’s titled of Chi Tu Yu 
or noble of the seventh grade, was ap- 
pointed to a Secretaryship in the Board of 
Revenue at Moukden where he died on 
the 4th of June, 1884. His wife, Madame 
Kua‘rhchia, as her husband was called iu 
Manchu, presented a petition a month 
after his decease in which she represented 
that her late husband had no son, nor any 
uterine brothers, and that two cousins, 
nephews of his father, who were dead, 
had left only one son to represent that 
branch of the family. The mother of 
these two cousins, the petitioner’s aunt, 
by marriage and the sister-in-law of 
the Grand Secretary Wén Hsiang, was 
still alive, aud her only grandson, the 
issue of the cousins referred to above, 
was bound to be her chief mourner 
at her decease; hence he was debarred 
from succeeding to the vacant title and 
being adopted into-the direct line of the 


Lot : 


family represented by the petitioner’s hus- 
baud. She proposed under these circum- 
atances to adept as her husband’s heir and 
successor to his tithe one Jui Ch‘aug, a 
favourite of her husband and herself, being 
the son of Cho Ln, @ second cousin of the 


Graud Secretary Wén Hsiang whese grande . 


father was also the grandfather of Cho Lin, 
This selection was made, she explaine!, in 
conformity with the law permitting the exer- 
‘cise of predilection in the choice of a worthy 
successor to an extinct title. A siniilar 
representation in legal form was all sent 
du by the aforesaid Cho Lin, father of the 
selected heir. 

All the necessary formalities having been 
complied with, the Memorialist forwarded 
the application to the Board of Revenue 
for approval, and in due course they re- 
plied to the effect that in cases of the 
adoption of a successor inty a family which 
came under the management of the Board, 
a stamped pevealogical revister was required 
to be supplied from the authorities of the 
place of domicile. Iu the present case this 
requirement had uot been complied with, 
nor had the Manchu Colonel farnishid 
the usual stamped bond. They had fur- 
ther to point out that Jui Chfany, the 
selected heir, was au only son, and it 
waa not stated in the application whether 
both parties were williuy that the adop- 
tion should be effected, while the applica- 
tion also neglected to mention the name 
of the only son of the two cousins who 
was the graudsun of the Grand Secretary's 
brother. 

Madame Kuarhchia having been called 
‘on to supply the wauting p:ruculars, vow 
ftates,that the name of the ouly successor 
to the Grand Sscretary’s brother is Ying 
Hua, aud that he is eight years of age ; fur 
ther, that Jui Chang, the child selected 
gs successor to her husband’s title, is ten 
years of age, and that bis father is willing 
that he should be so adopted, he being 
still of middle aye with two uterine bro- 
ther alive, so that he runs no chance of be- 
dug left without heirs, A statement to the 
above effect has also been sent in by Cho 
Gin, the father of Jui Chfang. The head of 
the clan, Yung Haiang, and other members 
have likewise seut in a stam)ed declaration 
4n the same sense, but to this declaration 
the signature of Ying Hua, the only heir 
to the Grand Secretary’a brother, has not 
deen affixed, his mother explaining that she 
would not sigu for him as she wag willing 
that her boy should be adopted as the heir 
of Hast Chih the Grand Secretary’s son, 
and that the selection of Jui Ch‘ang was 
arranged by the elders of the clan. 
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This latter statement was denied by 
Madame Kuarhchia, who declared that 
she had made the selection of her own 
choics, Jui Chang being her favourite, 
aud the most worthy successor to her 
late husband. The declaration to this 
effect wns sizned by the daughter of the 
Grand Secretary Wen Haiany on behalf of 
Madame Kuarhchia, who was tvo ill to 
hold a pen, 

In commenting upon the above, the Me- 
morialist aud his colleague state that in 
view of the fact that although Ying Hua 
is the nearest relative of Hsi Chih, the 
Grand Secretary’s aon, he is the only re- 
presentative of K‘ai Chao and K‘ai Yuan, 
the nephews of the Grand Secretary, and 
that as his grandmother is alive it is 
incnmbent upon him to be her chief 
mourner, aud heis therefore debarred froiw 
adoption asthe heirof Hsi Chih, Further, 
the Grand Secretary gave all the family 
property to these two nephews, and gave 
them in addition half of his own property 
with a further present of ‘Ils. 10,000, 
treating them, in short, with extreme 
liberality. After the Grand Secretary’s 
death, the widow of K‘ai Yiian, at the 
ingtigation of K‘ai Chao, the surviving 
nephew, exacted ‘I'ls. 5000 from Hsi Chih, 
the Grand Secretary’s son, for which act 
K‘ai Chao was denounced to the Throne 
and was cashiered by Decree, being called 
upon also to refund the money and to 
enter into a bound that he would never 
molest Hsi Chih again. Hence it may 
be seen that a feud existed between K ‘ai 
Chao’s branch of the family and Hsi Chih, 
which accounts for the objection of Ma- 
dame Kuarhchia to adopt Ying Hua, the 
cadet of that branch, as her late husband’s 
heir, Although Jui Chang is a some- 
what distant relative he was a favourite of 
Hsi Chih and is beloved by his widow, 
while Cho Lin his father, who if of 
middle aye and has no fear of being 
left without heirs with two brothers alive, 
is willing that his son should be adopted 
by Madame KCuarhchia. As the arrange- 
ment is, moreover, in conformity with law 
His Majesty is reqnested out of consider- 
ation for the services and inerits of the 
Jate Grand Secretary, who was the recipient 
of the favours of four Emperors, tu sanc- 
tion the succession of Jui-ch‘ang to the 
title. —Grauted by Rescript. 

October 22ud.—(1) A Memorial from 
Ts‘én Yii-ying, Governor-General of Yiin- 
han and Kusichow, who reports that the 
Financial Commissioner having left for his 
hew post in Shansi he has transferred the 
authority to transact ordinary busiavss and 


to open despatches at Yiinnan Fu to the 
Acting Commissioner, important matters 

8inw referred to him on the frontier, while 
the Governor will be requested, as before, 
to undertake the military inspections. The 

Temorialist explains that though he is 
Under orders from His Majesty to return 
Within the frontier, he is continuing the 

efensive arrangements in progress in obedi- 
enee to earlier instructions, 

(2) The same ofticer reports the receipt 
of an application from Chang Surg-lin, 

sueral of the T‘éng yiieh division, who 
Volunteers for service in connection with 
the arrangements for frontier defence, 
explaining that he has been unable, to his 
great chagrin, to volunteer earlier for 
service outside the frontier in consequence 
of his old wounds haying broken out, 
These, he adds, are now perfectly well. 

The garrisoning of strategical points aud 
Other defensive preparations being mea- 
8ures of present urgency, snd men being 
Wanted to carry them out, it weuld, in the 
Memorialist’a opinion, be inexpedient to 
check the desire of the General, who 1s In 
the prime of years and strength, to requite 
the favours that have been shown him, 
He has accordingly been told off to euliat 
irrepulars in the Yi-hsi cirenit to Gill the 
¥Apa in the ranka and to drill them on the 
spot, after which he will proceed to take 
Up garrison duty. His place, however, at 
Iéng-yiieh muat be filled by a competent 
Officer, and the Memorialiat has selected 
Chu Huny-chang, General of the Ho-li 

ivision, to act at the former place. 

(3) A Memorial from the Acting Governor 
of Kiangsu requesting an Imperial mark 
of approbation for Chang Chia-fu, au officer 
living at Héug-ching Cuén who has given 
$1300 for the endowment of a foundling 
hospital as a check againat infanticide, and 
$300 for the repair of certain roads in the 
Vicinity of the town, It is suggested that 
the honour should take the form of an 
Imperial permission to erect an honorary 
portal. ages § 

Granted eacript. | 

October rd.—(1) The General Com- 
Mandant of the Peking Gendarmerie re- 
porta the arrest of four individuals accused 
of rifling coffins, who confessed to their 
crime when brought before him and con- 
fronted with their accusers. — 

Que man confessed to having escaped the 
Police at Huang-te‘un near Peking some 
eight years ago when they arrested a con- 
federate of his for rifling coffins. He then 
left Huang-ta‘un, where he had been living 
in a temple, aud joined his brother at 
Té-sheng K‘ou, where ho oarned his living 
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‘by taking camels out grazing, He and his 


brother came back in the spring o: this year 
and ayain took up their abode in Huang- 
ts*un from whence he made several raids on 
cemeteries in the neighbourhood during 
the summer nights iu company with cer- 
tain armed confederates, his brother being 
with him on one occasion. From one 
coffin they got jade and gold bracelets, 
from another, gold bracelets and a gold 
hairpin, from a third and fourth gold 
hairpine and earrings. A fifth attempt 
was frustrated by rain. ‘the other pri- 
soners confeased to having joined in the 
above raids on several occasions, aud au- 
other admitted having bought bracelets, 
ete , from the plunderers, all of which had 
been melted down in abaclute ignorance of 
their origin. Certain articles recovered - 
were ideutified by one individual whose 
grave-yard had been desecrated, and by 
the servant of the owner of another, 

A request that the prisoners may be sent 
to the Board of Punishments for trial 
and punishiment, and that the police officers 
who effected their arreat may be punished (!) 
is granted by a Decree earlier issued. 


(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Huuan reporting the donation by Lia 
Clino-yuan, ex-Governor of Kueichow now 
living at home in retiremant, of a consign- 
ment of arms and ammunition of various 
sorts to the value of ‘Ils. 2,500 which he 
ordered from Cauton and paid for out of 
his anti-extortion allowance while Governor 
of Kueichow. The consigumeut ouly 
reached him last autumn, and as his 
Official career has now been brought to 
a close, he begs to offer them as 3 con- 
tribution for the public service, and as 
the offer is a genuine attempt to re- 
pey past favours he doea not venture to 
solicit any Imperial mark of approbation. 
The arms consist of 60 breech-loading pieces. 
for two men to work, 100 double framed 
wioker shields, 400 steel swords of different 


kinds, 100 pikes of cow's horn, 8 heavy steel 


cavalry sabres, 98 rocket casea( ? PEt fei) 


60 cartridge belts, 60 puwder flasks, 93. 
s)x-cliambered revolvers, 29,000 cartridges 
etc, 

Rescript: Let Lin Chao-yiian be com- 
mitted to the Board for the determination 
of a reward. 

October 24th,—A sub-Memorial from the- 
Grand Secretary Li Hung chang, 

The Memorialiat has earlier reported to His 
Majesty the heavy deficits which were dis- 
covered in the accounts of the ‘Tao-t‘ai Haii. 
Jun (FRIED and others of the China Mer- 


chants Steam Navivalion Co.; how orders. 


were given for the adoption of stern mea- 
sures for the recovery of the money, and 
how the Tao-t‘ai at Shanghat and Shéng 
Hattan-huai, who succeeded to the Man- 
avership of the Company, were directed to 
go carefully into the accounts and super- 
intend the c'earing up thereof, To this 
report His Majesty replied with the com- 
mand that the officers through whose hands 
the management had previously passed and 
whose balances showed a deticit were -to 
have their accounts thoroughly audited 
and their shortcomings duly brought to the 
nutice of the ‘Throne. 

The Memorialist has now to observe that 
while a certain modicum of credit ia due to 
the officers in question for the manner in 
which they raised capital in the form of 
shares aud extended the business of the 
Company whien tt was started, the process 
of time has given birth to abuses and the 
diversion of public meaus to private ends, 
followed gradually by audacious embezzie- 
ment of the Cumpany’s funds. 

The shares in the Company owned by 
Tang T‘iug-shu as well as those of his 
younger brother have already been escheat- 
ed as a set off against the sum due by him, 
so he may be absolved from denunication 
to the Throne and subsequent punishment, 
Haiti Juv, however, who was short by the 
sui of upwards of Tls, 62,000, has failed 
to make up that amount, having paid only 
T'la. 7000 and deposited title deeds for 
house and land property as a set off against 
Tls, 140,000 odd, the value of which pro- 
perty has yet to be estimated. 


Chang Hung-lu (ie $8 WK), who was 


over Tls, 30,0U0 in default, surrendered 
shares to the value of Tis, 23,500 asa set 
off against his liabilities, leaving a deficit 
of Tis. 6,0U0 the payment of which he con- 
tinues to delay by specious pretences, and 
the Memorialist laa now to pray that His 
Majesty will order that Asi Jun, with a 
brevet rank of the second grade, expectant 
Taotai in Chekiang, and Chaug Hung-lu, 
with the brevet of Salt Comptroller, an 
expectant Taotai in Kuangtung, be cash- 
iered. The Memorialist will then instruct 
the Tacotai at Shanghai in conjunction 
with the District Mayistrate acting under 
his ordera to suminon these ocashiered 
officers before them aud proceed to the 
adoption of stern measures for the re- 
covery of the money, keeping them in 
custody until it is paid. Orders will at 
the same time be given him to join with 
Shéng Haiian-huai and others in assessing 
the actual value of the houses and land 
mude over as a set off against the liabilities 
of sii Jun, he being forced tu mako goud 
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the amount by which this valuation may 
fall shoit of his liabilities. 

By a Rescript appended to the Memorial 
the sugvestions offered are adopted, and 
the Grand Secretary is exhorted to lay 
aside all personal predilections and to see 
that the officers now in charge of the affairs 
of the company devote themselves so con- 
aclentionsly to their work as to secure a 
daily improvement in its business, 


October 23'h.—(1) A Decree censnring 
in strong terms a number of officials in 
Honan whose naines have been snbmitted 
to the Throne by the Board of Revenue 
for theic failure to send in even one tenth 
of the taxes that should be collected by 
them in their respective jurisdictions, and 
sentencing them and others who have 
collected little more than fifty per cent to 
dismissal from the public service. 

Provincial high authorities generally are 
at the same time warned that they muat 
inaist upon their subordinates paying in 
their arrears of taxes within the time 
assigned, and they sre required to denounce 
any officers who fail to comply with this 
order, 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor- 
General and Governor at Canton reporting 
the trial uf au expectant sub-prefect called 
Hatt K‘ény-pi who having been denouuced 
anonymously for barbarous and tyrannical 
acts during his incumbency of the Lu-fény 
District, was examined in 1883 by the then 
Governor-General, who found that the only 
charge that could be brought home to him 
was that of burying an old man alive, As so 
geave a crime could not be allowed to pass 
without a searching equiry, the Governor 
General requested that Hsii K‘éng-pi might 
be cashiered with a view to being placed 
formally upon his trial. The request was 
granted by a decree which exhorted the 
Governor.General to use atroug measures 
to elicit the true facts of the case. 
Upon receipt of this decree at Canton the 
local authorities were ordered to give effect 
thereto, but tlhe magistrates of the two 
Districts of Nan-hai and P‘an-yu reported 
that Haiti K‘éug-pi was nowhere to be found 
in the city or the suburbs, [un reporting 
this fact to the Throne it was requested 
that all provincial high authorities might 
be called upon to cause enquiries to be mnde 
for the absconder, a request which was 
duly complied with. (See Gazettes of June 
24th and September 12:h 1883). 

Meanwhile Hsii K‘éug-pi suddenly pre- 
sented himselfat the yamén of the Financial 
and Judicial Commissioners with the ex- 
planation that he had been staying at o 
tumple in the White Cloud Hills some 
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five miles from Canton, where he had gone 
for quiet and rest, as he waa not well, and 
lad ouly just heard that an order was out 
or his arrest. He was thereupon consigned 
to the authorities for custody; his appear- 
acy wags reported to the Throne that the 
Beneral order fur his arrest might be can- 
Colled, aud the various witnesses were 
ordered to be sent from Hui-chow Fu, the 
Prefecture in which Lu-féug Hsien, the 
Scene of the alleyed crime, is situated. 

These witnesses haviig in due course 
arrived, the trial was held and an award 
Ziven by the Prefect, after which the case 
tame before a joiut tribunal composed of 
the Financial and Judicial Commissioners 
wud a Taotai, who held a second examina- 
tion of the prisoner aud passed the case on 
to the Memorialist for revisiou. 
are, in brief, as follows: ; 

While Hati Kéng-pi was acting aa magis- 
trate of the Lu-féng district, a certain 
Villager called Ch‘éng Ch‘éug-lin incited 
his sons aud certain of their kinsmen to 
rob hia own brother of some grain. The 
brother’s wife appealed to the magistrate, 
who sent runners to arrest the said Chéng, 
Which they failed to do. More runners 
were then puton, who seized one of Cheng’s 
kinsmen, but he was rescued by an armed 
barty headed by Chéng, one of the runners 
eing wounded in the struggle, Chéng 
Chéng-wang thereby rendering himself liable 
to capital punishment, 

The magistrate, who was out on his 
rounds collecting taxes at the time, theu 
caused Chéng to be seized and taken to his 
yamén, where eudeavours were mnade to 
force him to give up the man who wounded 
the runner, Chéng replied by cursing the 
Magistrate, and the latter, afraid that the 
friends would attempt a rescue, called upon 
vue of his underlings to threaten Chéng 
with a knife in order to silence him. The 
underling thereupon stabbed Cheng in the 
throat with a knife, and he fell to the 
ground. The magistrate, seeing that Chéng 
was sorely wounded and not likely to live, 
vave orders that a pit should be duz by the 
side of the road some two feet deep, and 
into thia pit he caused Chéng to be placed 
in an upright posture and the earth filled 
in up to his waist, his arms being bound 
to his sides. ‘The man was left in that 
Position as a warning to the members of 
his clan, who were numerous and agegres- 
aive, until his decease, which shortly after- 
Wards occurred. The relatives of the de- 
Ceased were then called upon to take charge 
of the body and give it burial, and the facts 
of the case were never reported by the 
Mayistrate to his superior. 


The facta’ 
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After proceeding to consider various other 
charges against Hsii K‘éng-pi, and to ex- 
plain by the light of the man’s own teati- 
mony aud that of the priest of the temple he 
lived in how it was that he came to be so 
long at the White Cloud Hills without 
presenting himself before the authorities 
and thus causing warrants to be issued for 
hia arrest, the Memorialist proceeds to 
suggest the sentence which should be 
passed upon the prisoner. His offence in 
the first instance consisted in unau- 
thorisedly killing a man who had com- 
mitted a capital crime, for whioh offence 
he is liable to one hundred blows only. 
His guilt, however, being aggravated by 
his neglect to report the death of the man 
to his superior, the penalty should be in- 
creased one deyree in severity, and he should 
be sentenced to sixty blows with the bam- 
boo and banishment for one year, ‘here 
is, again, the further offence of having left 
the provincial capital without authority 
when under the ban of denunciation to the 
Throne and before his case was settled. 
The fact that he only went to the White 
Cloud Hills does uot mitigate this offence, 
the effect being the same as if he had gone 
to another province. 

The law days down that any oflicial hold- 
ing a substantive post who shall abscond 
while under imputations against his char- 
acter, shail, if the penalty for his offence 
be banishment, be sentenced to strangula- 
tion after the usual term of incarceration. 
In Hsti K‘éng-pi’s case, however, the cir- 
cumstances are mitigated by the fact that 
he gave himself up when he heard that 
Warrants were out for him, and there is 
nothing in the law to provide for such a 
contingency. The Memorialist therefore 
considers that his penalty should be re- 
duced to that allotted to absconding officials 
whose crime entails a lighter punishment 
than banishment, Under this penalty he 
should receive one hundred blows and be 
banished for three years. Whether or no 
he is entitled under the Act of Grace of 
1885 to any mitigation of his sentence it 
must rest with His Majesty to. decide. 
— Referred to the Board of Punishments. 

October 26th.—A Memorial from the 
Governor of Kirin and his colleague appeal- 
ing against the refusal of the Board to 
sanction the appointment of twenty ser- 
geants to make up the-force at Hun Ch‘un, 
near Vladivostock, to its proper comple- 
meut, 

They explain that Hun Ch‘un used to be 
a Colonel’s command, but in 1880, at the in- 
stance of Ming An, who was then Governor 
of Kirin and represented the importance of 
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Hun Ch‘un as a military station, it was 
raised to a Manchu Brigade General's com- 


vo 


mand, and the garrison was placed on asimi- - 


ilar footing to that maiitained at the other 
Manchurian cities with a general in com- 
mand, 
an application for the appuintmentof twenty 
sergeants at Ts. 3a month was inadver- 
dently omitted, so the Buard, on finding 
an entry in the pay sheets of the force for 
the pay of these men, have disallowed it 
on the ground that a General of a Man- 
churian garrison town has these particluar 


sergeants (HEX) allotted to him. 

‘The Memorialists now maintain that, 
practically, each general does have a cer- 
tain number of ch‘ien féng, or sergeants, 
upon his roster, but they appear as wer 
chiieh, or provisional appointments, the men 
being the same aa ling ts‘ut, or corporals, 
and they accordingly request that the de- 
cision of the Board may be overruled. 

Referred tv the Board of War. 


October 27th.—A Memorial from Se- 
lénu-o, Imperial Resident in Tibet, and 
his colleague Chfun Kang, the Assistant 
Resideut. The Memorialists have received 
x petition in the barbariun Janguaye from 


the head of the Pu-lu-k‘o-pa Rins: Nae 


Tribe or Kingdom (the ruler of tsuutan), 
which, translated into Chinese, is to the 
following effect :—*‘ Certain headmen of 
the petitioner's tribe, to wit, Chung-sa 
Pén-lo, Pa-chu Pén-lo and others, would 
not submit to his control, aud had had the 
audacity even to rebel ayainat their supe- 
riors, gathering in wumbers tu attack the 
stockude where the soldiers were quartered, 
usurping lands, burning, slaughtering, and 
pillaging. They committed, iu short, every 
sort of iniquity, aud the people were so 
sorely injured at their hauds that it 
was impussible for them to remain by 
their homes. Humbly reflecting that the 
petitioner’s little kingdom was, equally 
with Tibet, obedient to the Buddhist faith, 
and was entirely dependent upon the 
Great Emperor and the Dalai Lama for 
protection, having no other help but theirs, 
he earnestly hoped that the Memorialists 
would play the master’s part iu the crisis of 
urgent danger in which he, ‘ the little one’ 


Cay fyi, now fouud himself, and send 
Chinese and ‘Tibetan ofticers of high degree 
to enquire into the matter and take action, 
thereby saving the petitioner’s life.” | 

‘The Memorialists were in the act of con- 
sidering what steps they should teke, when 
they received a report from Li Lien-k ‘uel, 
Captain in charge of the Chiang-tzti [Gyang- 
sz’] station, stating that inteurual cisser- 
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sions had broken out in the tribe (or king- 
dom) in question, and that ils members were 
killing each other. Further, that over a 
hundred members of the tribe, men and 
women, had fled with their oxen, horses, 
and tents into Chiang-tzu Fina territory, 


from whence they wished to proceed in 
person to T’sang to submit a narration of 
their wrongs. 

The Memorialists then wrote to the ruler 
of the kingdom aforesaid, with Chuny-sa 
Pén-lo and the others, exhorting them to lay 
down their arms forthwith and await the 
enquiry and action that was tu follow, At 
the same time they instructed Captain Li 
Lien-k‘uel to concert with the military 
authorities of the place in affording due 
consolation aud comfort to the Bhutanese 
who had fled into Tibetan territory, that 
they might not become homeless vavrante ; 
they were further to prevent them from 
creating disturbauce. The Treasury De- 
partment of the Tibetan Government was 
alao written to on the subject, with orders 
to act accordingly. 

The Memorialists would respectfully 
observe that the territory occupied by the 
Bhutanese comprises the grazing grounds 
ou the Tibetan froutier, to which it is con- 
terminous, forming, in effect, a screen or 
hedge thereto*, aud standing in relation 
to Tibet as the lips to the teeth (or, as 
a first line of defence), Although the 
people are at feud with and are killing 
each other, and the strife is of a petty 
nature, inasmuch as the head of the 
kingdom has appealed to the Memurial- 
ists to enquire iuto the matter and take 
action, if euergetic measures be not taken 
to separate thy combatants, the humanity 
which influences the Court in its tender 
treatment of those who are remote will not 
be duly made manifest, Moreover, thie 
said kingdom is close to to Chiany-tzi, 
and if the internal strife of which it is the 
scene should lead to an irruption inte ‘Ti- 
betan territory, the certain consequence 
will be the spoiling of lands, a fact which 
increases the obligation to adopt rigorous 
aud energetic precautions in order to ren- 
der * our” frontier secure, 

The Memorialists then go on to state 


that they have directed one Liu Han-wén, 


a Commisaary with the rank of sub-prefect, 
who has considerable experieuce of frontier 
matters, and 18 a man of tact and ability, 
to go down with the Kablow Cha-hsi-ta- 





* Seo the Shih Ching— 

“Good men are a fence; 
The multitudes of the people are a wall ; 
Groat status ure serves ; 
Great families are buttresses,” 


Our. 27—28.] 1: 





———$_——— 
—-- — eer = 


chish acting under his orders, and whatever 
furee of Chinese aud ‘Tibetan troops they 
May deem necessary, to the. frontier of 
Pla-ko-li [? Pa-ri, wear the frontier] and 
Asycurtain the cause of the disturbance, 
summoning both parties before them and 
duly settling the dispute by such exhorta- 
tion ag may suit the circumstances of the 
“Case, Precautionary measures of au unos- 
tentious character are also to be taken at 
Chiang-tzit_ and other places, to prevent 
incursions being made into that territory 
With ita attendant spoliation of land. 
Rescript: We have taken cognisance. We 
hereby command the various officers cun- 
Cerned to take due measures for enquiring 
into and dealing with this matter, which 


Must be settled with promptitude, and 


further trouble thereby prevented. . 
October 28th,—A Memorial from Téng 
Cléug-hsiu, Director of the Court of 
State Ceremonial, cashiered but retained 
in office, aud Minister of the Tsungli Ya- 
mon denouncing in strong terms oue Kung 
-ufu, until recently Financial Comnuas- 
sioner at Canton, but now transferred to a 
similar post in Hunan. ; 
Thia officer, he states, commenced his 
career as a member of the Han-lin Yuan, 
but was transferred to the provincial line, 
being allotted an Expectant Magistracy 1 
Yiinnan. At the time of lis appointment 
tu that province a rebellion was going on 
there, a0 he tried by every means 1 his 
power to get trausferred by special appli- 
cation from other high authorities to an- 
vther province. , 
Sauction these applications for some time, 
but eventually he succeeded in getting 
appoiuted to Shantunyg, where he passed 
through the grade of prefect aud obtained 
the appoiutment of Tav-c*l of the T'éng, 
Lu, Ch‘ing Cirenit, a post which he held 
fur many years groatly to hia pecuniary 
benetit, being accounted the richest mau 
in Fahkien, his native province. From 
Shautung he went’ to Kiangsu as Judge, 
and while holding that ollice he retired in 
mourning, During his term of mourning 
he contrived to set people by the ears and 
fument litigation, specially distinguishing 
himself by claiming the temple to Chu 
Fo-tzii as his property and proceeding to 
pull it down, which act of vandalism raised 
such a atorm of indignation that he had to 
rebuild it, He next became Judge of Kuang- 
tung, where he contrived through using his 
influence with the Governor to get appointed 
acting Salt Controller as well, filling his 
pockotathereby, with theaid of hiscullectors, 
tu the tune of over ten thotsand taels, He 
further placed certain fees exacted from 
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gambling establishments, which all his pre- 
decessors who had any self-respect devoted 
to public objects, to hig private account. 
‘he year betore last he was promoted to 
the Financial Commissionership of Yiin- 
nan, but the post was not a lucrative 
one enough for him, and, as it was 
generally prophesied he would, he suc- 
ceeded after some delay in getting the late 
Governor-General Chang Shu-shéng to ap- 
ply to the ‘Throne for his retention at Can- 
ton to take charye of foreign matters. By 
this he gained time, and eventually suc- 
ceeded in effecting an exchange with Kang I 
who has uutil recently been Financial Com- 
missioner in Yannan, He interceded with 
the Governor-General and Governor for 
Hsiieh Yao-knang Deputy Magistrate of 
Nan-hai who was about to be denounced 
for fraud in connection with the purchase 
of munitions of war ; he obtained Tis, 3,000 
annually from a certain Customs establish. 
ment, in consideration of which payment 
he supported insufficient collections made 
by them, thus perpetuating the frauds 
committed by this establishment; and 
not only did he not insist upon the pay- 
ment by the territorial authorities of 
their arrears of taxation, which had reached 
the large sum of from four to five 
millions, but he wanted to cut down the 
expenditure of the regular army and apply 
the economies thus effected to the reduc- 
tion of these arrears. This scheme was 
vehemently opposed by the military, and 
nearly caused a mutiny. Again, he made 
capital out of the removal of the restric- 
tious upon the Wei-hsing lotteries, which 
he agreed to farm out to a certain 
company for $3,800,000 in consideration of a 
bribe to jiimself of $100,000. Meanwhile, 
however, another syndicate came forward 
with aw offer of $4,400,000, and the Gov- 
ernor General decreed that the monopoly 
should be sold to the highest bidder. ‘The 
Financial Commissioner did his best for 
his first clients, who had bribed him, bus 
was eventually obliged to grant the mono- 
poly to the two syudicates in combination, 
whereupon the first syndicate reduced their 
bribe to $50,000 though Kung I-t‘u tried 
hard to force more out of them. 

After referring to other acts of dis- 
houesty on the part of Kung J-t‘u in 
connection with the levy of land tax, 
aud the favouritism he displayed to 
follow-provincials serving under him, the 
Memorialist proceeds to accuse him: of 
having taken to himself as concubine 
the daughter of a mau living in Can- 
top, a certain military oflicer, a Cantonese 
whom Sung I-t'a had known in Shlan- 
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tung acting as go-between. The girl’s 
brother used his sister’s influence with the 
Financial Commissioner for his private 
ends, his aunt, wlio used to dress herself 
up as @ servaut for the occasion, being the 
bearer of communications to the Cummis- 
sioner on matters in which his assistance was 
required. Kung I[-t‘u, again was a heavy 
loser by the failure of the Fu K‘ang 
Bank, and his efforts to recoup himself for 
his losses have given him the reputation of 
being the most grasping and unprincipled 
Finance Commissioner that Canton has 
ever seen. 

The Memorial concludes with a summing 
up of the Financial Comimissioner’s char- 
acter, to which whom amongst others, 
such epithets as “ oblivious of the dignity 
due to his position,” ‘‘covetous,” ‘low 
and debauched in his tastes,” etc. are ap- 
plied, and his Majesty is requested to depute 
a high officer to make accurate enquiry 
into his acts and unsparingly denounce 
him to the Throne, that so covetous and 
tricky an officer may not be alluwed to 
escape the meshes of the law. 

October 29th—(1) A Decree ordering 
the issue, in answer to an application from 
the Censors of the Chinese portion of the 
Metropolis, of 330 piculs of grain a mouth 
for distribution to the poor atthe following 
charitable establishments : 

The orphanage at Wo Fo Sst outside the 
East City. 

Lhe Liang Chia Ytian in Brick Pagoda 
Lane in the North Qity. | 

The Chfang Chuang Sstii in the West 
City. 

Three hundred piculs of rice are also 
ordered to be served out to each of the 


following charitable establiahments whose - 


funds are not sufficient to meet the calls 
upon them for relief during the winter 
months. 

The Ch‘ung Shan T‘ang in the. Ch‘ing 
Hua Street ; 

The Po Shan T'ang in the Liang Chia 
Yiian ; 

The Kung Shan T‘ang in the Tai Ch ‘ing 
Kuan. 

(The above are night refuges for-panpers. ) 

The Mahommedan Mosque in the Chiro 
Tzit lane is also to receive 300 piculs, and 
the two gruel kitchens outside the Ch‘ao- 
yang and Fla-ta gates respectively are to 
receive 150 picula each. 

(2) With the exception of an unimportant 
document of a formal nature the whole of 
the remainder of this day’s issue is occu- 
pied with the report of the Imperial Com- 
missioner Peng Yii-lin upon the charges 
brought by Téng OCh‘éng-hatu against Kung 
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I-t‘u, recently Financial Coinmissioner at 
Canton, an abstract of which appeared in 
yesterday’s issue, For the Decree in reply 
to this report see Gazetie of October 10th. 

October 30th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
the Imperial College of Inscriptions to pre- 
pare tablets for the temples to the God of 
War and the Dragon God at K'iachta, 
these deities having manifested their divine 
powers in a conspicuous manner when 
prayed to last summer for rain. 

(2) The Governor-General at Foochow 
reports that some damave was done in that 
city and its suburba by a heavy gale of 
wind accompanied by much needed rain 
upon the 24th and 23th of Anvust A 
large number of houses collapsed, seven 
people were crushed to death, and much 
dainave was done to war junks and soldiers 
barracks along the coast. ‘he early paddy 
had fortunately been gathered and the crop 
had not long been in ear, so no serious harm 
was clone. 

The neighbouring district of Liang-chiang 
suffered more, and in Fu-ch‘ing [Tsien there 
was alsodamaze done. Orders have been 
issued for the extent of the mischief 
wrought in these and other places to be 
ascertained, and relief administered accord- 
ingly. 

(3) The Governor-General at Canton and 
the Governor report the despatch of the 
second instalment of the remittances due 
te Peking for the present year. On the 
3lat December, 1884 the fullowing Decree 
was issued. 

‘The Board of Revenue submit their 
estimates of the subsidies for the capital 
dnring the coming year, in which they 
propose that the sum of Ts. 7,000,000 
shall be set apart from the land tax and 
aalt revenue as a subsidy to the capital. 
We command that this amount be sent 
forward in instalments next year. In a 
sub-Memorial they propose that the Kuang- 
tung salt revenue shall contribute Ts. 
50,000 to the expenditure of the Ottice of 
the Imperial Household. Wecommand that 
this shall be sent forward in instalments 
ext year.” 

In a memorandum accompanying this 
Decree, copy of which was cummunicated 
by the Grand Council, the salt revenue 
of Kuangtung was charged with Ta, 
200,0U0 for Peking and Tis, 50,000 for 
interust on deposits, 

The second instalment of the above sub- 
sidies, amounting in all to Tle. 92,760 haa 
been sent forward by bills to Peking in 
charge of a special ofticer. 

October 3lst.—(1) A Memorial from Liu 
Ming-ch‘uan, Governor of Formuvan, report- 
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ing that it having been brought to his 
notice that two of the gentry of Chang-hua 

sien, called respectively Lin Wén ch‘in 
aud Wu Ch‘ao-yang, who had been placed 
in compuisory charge of two regiments of 
local militia ruised last year, were drawtug 
Pay aud rations for more men that they 
had under arma, and were guilty of other 
irregularities, he sent officers to utspect 
these regiments, It was then found that 
the regiments of Wu Ch‘ao-yang, which 
ought to have been 500 strong, was 18 men 
short, and that out of the additional 192 
long service men who ought to have been 
attached to the force there was not a single 
one. In the regiment of Lin Wen-ch*tn 
there were 49 men short and not a single 
long service man, while Lin Wen-ch‘in 
himself was not with the regiment. 
two individuals were then sent for by the 
Memorialist, when they both admitted the 
facta as established, and Wu Ch‘ao-yang 
undertook to pay back three months grant 
for his regiment, viz: Tis. 8,000. Lin 
Wen-ch‘in, however, made light of the 
matter and refused to admit that he was to 
blame at all, As Lin Wen-ch‘in is the 
wealthiest man in Chang-hua, the Memo- 
tialiat now proposes to cashier him aud to 
fine him the whole of the grant that he 
has drawn for the muintenance of his 
repiment, viz: Tls, 10,000. —Approved by 
Reserip'. 

(2) The Governor of Chekiang reports 
that he has forwarded a second instalment 
of the subsidy due to the Board of R-venue 
aud the Office of the Imperial Household 
reapectively from the salt duty and likin 
receipts of the province. 

This revenne has a charge Jaid upon it 
for the year of Tls. 220.000 tor the Board 
of Revenue, and Ts. 50,000 for the Office 
of the Imperial Household. 

November 1st,—(1) Chang Chao-tfung, 
late Governor of Fulhkien, who was cashiered 
but directed temporarily to continue the 
duties of that pust, reports thatin obedience 
to His Majesty’s commands recently re- 
ceived he has now delivered the seals of 
the Governor's Office to the Guvernor 
General, who took them over on the Gub of 
September, 

(2) A sub-Memorial from Yang Chfang- 
chin, Governor General at Foochow., 

The Memorialist would report the recetpt 
Bome tine since of a representation from 
Liang Ching-hsien, formerly prefect of 
Haing-hua, in which he states that in the 
Gays of the Ming dynasty one Hai Shih- 
iaug, actiny prefect. of Hsing-hua, and Lu 

ao-tav, oflicer of instruction in the Fu- 


These’ 


When the Emperor 


en ee 


t‘ien District, were killad by the Japaneso 
pirates, and were buried in an empty plot 
of ground to the east of the prefectural 
yaniéu, where their graves were still in 
existence though no sacrificial honours were 
paid to their vanes. 

Lo Fany-ch'i, who was Governor when 
this representation was sent tu, ordered 
enquiries to be made into the details of the 
death of these oflicers, but owing to the 
length of time that had elapsed since the 
event referred to took place there was 
nothing upow which to found an enquiry. 
He then wrote to the high authorities of 
Hupei and Chékiang, the provinces in 


which these two olticers had their place of 


domicile, requesting that enquiries might 
be instituted there, and replies have now 
been received from which it appears that 
Hai Shih-lang was a native of Huang- 
kang Hsien in Hupei aud a metropolitan 
graduate. He wasasecretary of the Board 
of Punishments, but having incurred the 
displeasure of Yén Sung, a Minister in the 
reign Chia Ching of the Ming dyna-ty, he 
was dismissed the public service, but after- 
wards rose again in the official ranks and 
became acting prefect of Yéu-p‘ing Fu in 
Fuhkien. Ju the 41st year of the reign 
Chia Ching (1563), when the Japanese in- 
vaded Hsing-hua, Hsi Shih-liang was in 
charge of the prefectural seal, and with 
the assistance of the people and soldiery 
held the tuwn againat the invaders for 
overa month. Eventually, however, the 
town fell into the enemy's hands by 
strategy, and he continued fighting de- 
sperately, recelviny many wounds until at 
last he was pierced in the side and died. 
heard of the event 
he gave him the posthumous rank of 
Secretary to a Metropolitan Court, advanc- 
ing him later to the title of Director of the 
Imperial Banqueting Court. Lu Yao-tso 
was a native of ‘Tung-yang Hsien in Ché- 
kiang serving as Director of Instruction in 
Pii-t‘ien Hsien, the District t-wn of Hsing- 
hua, On the arrival of the Japanese beneath 
the walls of the city he and his two sone 
held the southern gate, where they wore 
killed when the town was taken. 

The Memorial concludes with a request 
that His Majesty will allow the tablets 
of the two oflicers to be placed in the 
Temple to Patriotic Officers at Hsing-hua 
Fu and those of the two sons in the Temple 
to Patriotic Worthies in the same town.— 
Referred to the Board of Ceremonies. 

November 21d.—A Memorial from the 
Governor of Kuangtung reporting the 
general results of his personal tour of iu- 
spection through the iluuded prefectures 
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of Knang-chou and Chao-ch'ing in that 
province. 

As earlier reported, he left Canton on 
the 10th of Auguat and proceeded by 
stanmer to the varions flooded districts in 
these two prefectures, which he carefully 
inspected. He places them in four classes 
In accordance with the comparative extent 
of the havoc wrought, 

In the first class are Ch‘ing-yuan [sien 
and Ssti-hui Hsien. 

Iu the second class are the Canton, 
Kuang-ning, San-shui, and Kao-yao Dis- 
tricts, : 

In the third are the Districts of Hsin-hui, 
Hua Hsion, and Kao-ming. 

In the fuurth class are placed the remain- 
ing Departments and Districts, where the 
sutfering ts, according to the reports of 
Jocal authorities aud special ayents, com- 
paratively speaking light. 

In all, 45,000 chien of houses, large and 
small, have been washed down or carried 
away, some 700 people have been drowned 
or have died from the effects of expusure 
to damp, over 180 embankments or dams 
have curried away, and over 200,000 peuple 
have been plunged into want, 

Thauks to the Imperial munificence and 
the large donations with which these 
grants have been supplemented by Her 
Majesty the Empress, a liberality which 
has been widely proclaimed by the 
Memorialist and received with teara of 
joyful gratitude by the millions who have 
thereby been restured to life, relief has 
been distributed to every sufferer by the 
hand of special agents who have given to 
each in proportion to his need donations of 
money and rice, Grants have also been 
made for the repair of the broken embank- 
ments, and in Nan-hai Hsien especially, 
where the construction of these embank- 
ments was faulty ia system and obstructed 
the flow of the rivers, certain modifications 
have been introduced after personal in- 
spection by the Memorialist. 

In conclusion he states that while the 
recent flooda are of course in great measure 
attributable to the heavy accumulations 
of water caused by the rain aud brought 
down from Kuangsi, they are none 
the less due in a large degree to the 
growling practice of the people of the 
Shun-t6, Heiang-shan, Usin-hui, and ‘Pung- 
wan Districts of reclaiming the shallow 
sand-flats (at the river’s mouth) and 
bringing them under cultivation after 
banking them in. They thus gradually 
narrow the water way, su that when there 
is a rise in the rivers, the water cannot get 
away and these overflows take place. 
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The Memorialist has already given 
strict orders to the Jucal authorities to 
determine certain rigorous lines of Imita- 
tion and to allow no more embankments 
or dams:to be made there than those 
already in existence. The weather ia now 
fie, and the watera are gradually reced- 


/ ing, all land thus recovered which is not 


covered with sand being placed under cul- 
tivation, The ryined houses, too, are 
gradually being rebuilt, so that there is 
accommodation for the people, who ara 
quiet and orderly, and His Majesty need 
have to anxiety on that score. 

In a Rescript appended to the Memortal 
the Governor is ordered to cause the re- 
pair of the embankments to be proceeded 
with promptly, and to forbid by proclama- 
tion the obstruction of the water ways by 
the erection of new dams or embankments. 
Care is to be taken that this prohibition is 
duly enforced hereafter. 

Heii C ‘ang-tsn, Minister to Japan, 
reports the death of Hsieh Fu-tieh, one of 
his staff whom he tuok with him to Japan 
and enirusted with the management of the 
correspondence with Nayasaki and Pei Tsé 
(0 HU Niigata). 

This officer was suddenly seized with a 
violent illuess on the 20th of August, and 
died in a very brief space of time. He was 
the only son of his mother, a widow of over 
seventy years of age, and the circumstances 
of his death in a foreign land are 80 speci- 
ally sad and pitiful that the Memorialist 
ventures tu svulicit His Majesty’s sanction 
for the enrolment of his name in the Tem- 
ple to Deceased Worthies at Shanghai and 
the issue of ordera to the Board for the 
determination of posthumous honours for 
him on a liberal scale. 

Referred to the Board concerned. 


November 3rd.—(!) Wén Hsing (XL #) 
ia appointed Secretary of the Grand Secre- 
tariat with the brevet of Vice-President of 
the Board of Ceremonies, 


(2) A sub-Memorial from Ch‘éng Fou, 
Director General of the Yellow River, 
referring His Majesty to a decree earlier 
issued in which orders are given fur 
measures to be taken to increase the collec- 
tions of tribute grain, 


Upon receipt of this decree the Memori- 
alist at once gave orders to the Taotais 
and sub-prefects belonging to his service 
to give effect to that portion of the arrange- 
ments which concerned their department, 
and much discussion by correspoudence has 
been going on for several months, the 
result of which is now laid before His 
Majesty. 
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- The section of the Grand Canal north of 
the Yellow River should continue to be 
dealt with by the Shantung Government, 
and is therefore left out of considera- 
tion, 

The diversion of the tribute rice for the 
North in large measure from the Canal to 
the sea route since military exigencies 
rendered this arrangement necessary, re- 
sulted in the silting up of the Canal in 
numbers of placea and the general collapse 
of dams and sluices, until nothing but 
Mere thread of a water-way was left, which 
Was almost useless. Afterwards an attempt 
was made to revive the Canal route by 
sending some 109,000 picule or so of the 
Kiang-pei rice once a year by this route 
in order to keep it open, and the more 
important works in connection 
Canal were repaired, The work was exton- 
Rive, however, and money was short, so that 
all that was done was to meet temporary 
requirements by selecting the more in- 
portant points fur repair. If the quantity 
of grain to be carried next year by this 
route is to be increased there is much to 
be considered beforehand in the direction 
of repairs to and conatruction of embank- 
ments and sluices, the dredging of the bed 
of the channel and the improvement of the 
sources from which the caual is fed. The 
expenge of auch an undertaking would, 
however, be large, and it could not be 
properly carried out in a hurry, 80 ae 
what it is now proposed to do is to deal 
with the most important measures first. 

Atter a careful consideration of the whole 
subject with his staff, the Memorialist has 
come to the general conclusion that the 
only way in which obstructions on be 
avoided is by having 4 gaod supp'y of 
water at the sources from which the Vanal 
is fed and being able to turn It on OF shut 
it off with facility, while the amount of 
repairs taken in hand must be made 
pendent upon the increase of traffic which 
the Canal is required to meet. The Director 
General of Grain ‘Transport has therefore 
been asked to ascertain from the high 
authorities of Kiangau and Chékiang what 
will be the actual amonnt of grate to go 
forward next year, that estimates and pre- 
parationa may be made accordingly. fay 

The Wei Hu, one of the feeders of the 
Canal, is now reported to be dry, and 
estimates for the construction of a large 
dam in order to keep up 4 head of water 
there are now before the Throne in a 
separate Memorial. ‘Chis however, will not 
be enough, aud more sources of supply 
must be dealt with. Of these one is the 
Nan Wang Hu, which forme a basin for 
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the reception of the drainage of tlio over- 
flow of the Canal, where water collects 
during the summmer months, It is now pro- 
posed to utilise this accumulation by letting 
it into the Niu-t‘ou Ho aud theuce into the 
the Wei Hu. Other sources of supply will 
be examiued, two in particular which are 
named, and all possible feeders of the 
Canal will be improved. The above work 
is the speciality of ch'tun fu, or well- 
diggers, and as delay would be caused hy 
entrusting it as usual -to the local authori- 
ties, it ia proposed to adopt a middle course 
and make the Canal-service Tao-t‘ais raise 
the money and charge their subordinates 
with the duty of finding well-diggers for 
the work. It is estimated that with 
strict economy it can be effected for Tls. 
1,600. 

Lhe work of the most immediate neces- 
sity, however, ia the construction of the 
great dam at Hu-k‘ou (the mouth of the 
lake), for unless this dam ia built there is 
sure to be leakaye whatever head of water 
there may be. Works of this sort are 
always taken in hand at the period of 
** hoarfrost,” and if the empty grain junks 
now on their way south will only be up to 


_ date the dam can be made betimes, with- 


out being obliged to suspend operations 
(during the winter.) : 

November 4th.—The only document of 
any interest in this day’s issue is a Meino- 
rial from the Superiitendentof the Foochow 
Arsenal forwarding a return of the salaries 
and allowances given to the employds in 
the Arsenal for the information of the 
Board in order to eatablish a fixed scale of 
remuneration, This return was called for 
some time since, but its preparation lias 
beeu delayed in consequence of the pressure 
of more urgent matters during the incum- 
bency of the Memorialist’s two predecessors 
Ho Ju-chang and Chang P‘ei-lua. 

The return is not published with the 
Memorial, but the latter document entera 
into an elaborale account of the Iniatory of 
the causes which led to the demand for the 
return, and explaing that the salaries and 
allowances being calculated in accordance 
with the importance of the work done and 
the relative arduousness of the work en- 
trusted to different individuals thore has 
been considerable difference in the scale of 
salaries etc. granted to respective ollicers 
at different times, He does not feel eom- 
petent to make any alterations in the 
system adopted by much more competent 
officers than himself, and confines his 
suggeations to a proposition that superin- 
tencents in the schools and the secretaries 
shall not receive more than Ths 50 a month, 


ee em 


November 5th.—(1) A sub-Memorial 
from Li Yang-ch‘ing, Acting Governor of 
Kuvichow. 

I'he Memorialist has to report that when 
in the examination enclosure as supervisor 
of the recent examinations In that province 
for the degree of provincial graduate he 
received a Memorandum from Li Kuei-lin 
and Wang Jéu-k‘av, the Examiners, in 


which they stated that in printing the 


passage fromthe ‘Chtun Chiu’ which formed 
one of the subjects for the second set of 
papers, one character in the note appended 
to the passage was omitted. The note, in 


question should have run Mh +E 


oe but in the printed slip the character re 
was omitted. It being their duty to points 
out themselves this omission on their part, 
they begged that the matter might be 
reported by the Memorialist to the Throne 
with a request for their committed to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 

Rescript: Let Li Kuei-lin and Wang 
Jén-k‘an be committed tu the Board fur the 
determination of the statutory penalty. 

(2) A Memorial from the Imperial Re- 
sideut in Tibet and the Assistant Resident 
repurting the departure uf the latter upon 
the 3lst of August for Chiang-tzti (Gyang- 
tsz,) ‘Ling-jih, and other places in Ulterior 
Wibet for the purpose of inspecting the 
troops and the froutier stations. | 

This annual duty is taken in turns by 
the Resident and Assistant, and it falls to 
the latter this year. A report of the 
journey will be submitted on his return to 
‘Lhaswa. . ; 

November 6th,—A Memorial from the 
Director General of the Yellow River re- 
porting the steps he proposes to take in 
order to secure a large )iead of water in the 
lake known as the Wei Hu, a matter 
referred to in his report upon improving 
the navigability of the Canal, published in 
the Gazette of the third. 

This lake, which is one of the prin- 
cipal feeders of the Grand Canal, form- 
iny, a8 the Memurialist describes it, a 
water ‘box’ or “locker” of the utmost 
value to the Canal, has this year been 
abnormally dry, having only a depth of 
7 or & feet in ils devpest part and from 
1 to 2 feetin its shallower parts, while some 
places aro high and dry. The regulation 
depth is 15 feet, and the present shallow- 
ness 18 cnusud, partly by a dry sumer, 
aud partly by the extra drain on the 
resources Vf the lake in getting a sullicient 
quautily of water in the Canal to fluat the 
increased number of grain juoks up this 
yur, 
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Unless thia state of things be remedied, 
not only will it be impossible to make pro- 
vision for the increased traflic which the 
Canal will be next year required to meet, 
but in time to eqtne it will be difficult even 
to keep the Kiang-pei section of the Canal 
in a navigable condition. . 

It is now proposed, after careful consulta- 
tion with the Memorialist’s staff, to con- 
struct a large dam below a dam known as 
the Chu-chi cha, which it is believed will 
have the desired effect. The coat of this 
dam will be about Ts, 1,300, a sum which 
the annual allowance for repairs, ete., re- 
duced as it has been from Tis. 100,000 to 
Tls. 60,000, then to Ts. 40,000 and this year 
to Tis. 20,000, cannot supply. Thia amount 
is not suflicient to carry out the annual 
works fur which standing sanction is given, 
let alone meeting extraordinary expendi- 
ture, so the Memorialist hopes he may be 
refunded from the Shantung Treasury the 
sum he is now about to draw in advance 
from his annual grant. 

Request granted by Rescript. 


(2) In a separate Memorial the same 
officer applies for permission to obtain a 
special grant for certain works of an im- 
portant nature on the Yellow River bank 
the cost of which will be too heavy for his 
aunual allowance to meet. 

Rescript : We have taken cognisance, 


November 7th,—A joint Memorial from 
the Governor-General ‘'séng Kuo-ch‘iian, 
the Director-General of Grain Transport 
Sung Chitin, and the Acting Governor of 
Kiangsau reporting the steps that they have 
taken in obedience to Imperial command 
to augment the quantity of tribute rice 
despatched northwards by the Grand Canal 
and the measures they propoge to adopt in 
order to render the latter capable of mest- 
ing increased trafiic. 


The Memorialists beg to acknowledge the 
receipt of the Decree above referred to, 
whieh was as folluwa :— 


‘The despatch of the whole of the 
Kiangsu aud Chékiang tribute rice by the 
sea route is far from being an arrangement 
of a permanent and lasting character, and 
although the Canal route cannot be at once 
reverted to for the carriave of the whole of 
the tribute rice, it is absolutely essential 
that steps be taken for increasing the quan- 
lity now carried with a view to the.gradual 
extension vf the system, Lhe Canal how- 
uver lust be first set in order, and pro- 
vision made in advance for the hire of 
boats aud other matters, upon all of which 
points a careful report must be submitted 
tu bhu ‘Tlirene, 
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In addition to the above Decree tlhe 


lemorialist Suny Chitin was honoured by. 


the receipt of verbal exhortations froin 
Llis Majesty. After arrival at lis post he 
Teported lis intention of going to Nauking 
4% soon as his work would allow, and in 
Pursuauce of this intention he has vow the 
honour to report that he reached Nanking 
On the 2ud of October, where the whole 
&ubject was carefully considered by him- 
Relf and the two other Memorialista. 
They would now humbly observe that the 
dilticultiss which attend the navigation of 
the Grand Canal, with ils length of over 
2,000 ti, from ‘T*ao-ch6ng Fa to Lin-ch ‘ing 
Chou where the bed is dry and has to be 
filled from the waters of the Yellow River, 
are universally known. In addition to 


this jength there are numerous sections | 


obstructed by silt deposits, as, for instance, 
the P‘ei-chou and Su-chien sections in the 
Nanking province, the’ Yii-t‘ai, Chi-ning, 
Chii-yeh and Shou-chang sections in Shan- 
tung, and other places, where obstructions 
are annually met with during the passage 
of the grain fleet. These obstructions will 
® great every year if repairs ou a large 
Beale be not promptly put in hand, and 
even the 100,0v0 piculs or ao that now 
go forward will no longer be able to do 80. 
The Kiang-pei grain fleet, again, consists 
of some 500. boats which can be pushed 
forward only with great difficulty, what 
With shallows to got over, sections to be 
dammed, and lighreniug, but the handling 
of a larger fleet which would cover a longer 
stretch of water and could not be 50 well 
attended to in front and rear, Lae 
almost an impossible task, Hence, > : 
ajesty truly observes, the increase 2 
trattic on the Canal must be preceded by 
repairs to the Canal itself, Wilh the Shan- 
Ung section of the Canal the Memurialists 
have nothing to do, this coming within the 
province of the Governor avd Director 
sneral of the Yellow River, but as regards 
the P‘si-chow and Su-ch‘ien sections they 
have been met by an unexpected difficulty 
in the fact that the Wei Hu, the great feeder 
of these sections, ia reported to be nearly 
dry > ao much 6o that there is at present a 
Carb-road right across the bed of the Lake. 
Lhe Director General of the Yellow River 
and the Governor of Shantung, in whose 
Provinces the Jake is situated, have been 
Written to by express messenger and asked 
bo coustruct a dam to collect the water ; 
but from the condition of the Caual as 
above described it is undoubtedly inex- 
bediont to contemplate any speedy augmen- 
bation of the quautity of grain forwarded 
y this route. Luasmuch, however, as the 
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question is one affecting Imperial supplies, 
the difficulties must be energetically faced, 
and in fulfilment of His Majesty’s instruc- 
tions the Grain Intendant of Kiangsu hid 
earlier been called upon to increase the 
quantity sent forward by 100,000 piculs. 
Lhe preseut condition of the Wei Hu 
being so bad and the prospects of a sulli- 
clent supply of water next spring beiuy 
consequently uncertain, they must now 
ask permission to send only 50,000 piculs 
above the usual amount, for which 200 
odd boats will be required which number it 
will be comparatively easy to hire. 

In a Rescript appended to the Memorial 
ssuction is given, in view of the cireuin- 
stances described, for only 50,000 piculs 
extra to be sent forward next year by the 
Grand Canal, the Memorialista being di- 
rected at the same time to estimate the 
cost of clearing the sections they refer to 
and then put the work in hand. They are 
further tu write to the Director-General of 
the Yellow River and the Governor of 
Shantung to see that their portion of the 
Canal is put in order with a view to the 
gradual increase of the amount of tribute 
rice forwarded by the Canal route. 

November 8th.—(1) A Decree from the 
Empress Dowager bestowing the decora- 
tion of the peacock’s feather upon Ch‘aug 
Shan, Lieutenant.General of the Mongol 
Blue Banner Corps. Thia distinction jg 
given at the instance of the Seventh Prince, 
who reports the contribution by the officer 
in questiou of Tls, 4,000 for the purchase 
of inachinery. 

(2) The Grand Council received His’ 
Majeasty’s verbal commands tu the effect 
that as the drains aud ditches in Peking 
had not been repaired for many years and 
were now in large measure blocked up, the 
responsible authorities were to cousider 
ways of raising funds to undertake the 
setting of these in order, the work being 
done it) instalments, 

(3) A Memorial from the General Com- 
mandant of Peking Gendarmerie reporting 
the perpetration of a daring burglary upon 
the premises of an official by a discharged 
servant of the Jatter and others, who not 
ouly possessed themselves of valuables to 
a cousiderable extent but carried off one 
of the young ladies of the house. The 
burglare were promptly traced and the 
young lady and plunder were recovered, 
the burglar in chief being algo arrested. 

(4) The acting Governor of Shansi ap- 
plies for the restoration to office and rant 
of certain local officials who had with His 
Majesty’s sanction been suspended and 
deprived of their buttons for carelessness 


166 


in the enforcement of the prohibitions 
avainst poppy cultivation in that province, 

Since their denunciation two of these 
ofticers viz: the late magistrates of the 
Viian-ch‘ii district, have piven tangible 
evidence of their appreciation of their short- 
comings by assisting the present magistrate 
of Yiian-ch‘ii and the adjuining districts of 
Lin-féu and Hoaiang-ling in searching for 
and putting a stop to the cultivation of the 
poppy. A third officer, who was magistrate 
of the Ho-shun district, has turned to with 
such a will since his denunciation that tu 
districts where the cultivation was never 
very large, the poppy crop has been en- 
tirely eliminated.—Request granted by 
Rescript. . 

November 9th.—A Memorial from Tséng 
Kuo-ch ‘iian, Governor-General at Nanking, 
forwarding lists supplied by the Taotais at 
Shanghai and Chinkiang and revised by 
himself, of officers who have spectally dis- 
tinguished themselves in the inanagement 
of matters of a foreign connection during 
the past three years. 3 

Tn submitting this list at the close of 
the usual period of three years, the Memo- 
rialist explains that both Shanghai and 
Chinukiang are centres of foreign trade 
where international questions are more 
frequent than at other places, so that the 
officers, civil and military, employed there 
are selected with special reference to their 
capabilities, and without being restricted 
by exact numbers or fettered by considera- 
tio1is of seniority of service. 

The last period of three years terminated 
in the summer of last year, when the 
French Question was atill unsettled, so 
that application could not be made at the 
monient to His Majesty for the bestowal of 
inarks of approbation. The period, how- 
ever, was one of great activily in the orya- 
nisation of defensive measures, when the 
merest ‘breath of wind or cry of bird” 
was sufficient to raise the alarm of the ar- 
rival of the enemy, which rendered tlie 
conduct of affairs of an international char- 
acter a particularly thorny task, requir- 
ing specially judicious handling. The 
slightest waut of care might have resulted 
in a fiasco, and it is to the cordial spirit of 
co-operation by which the various wer yitan 
were actuated in the fulfilment of theic 
duties that the adoption of appropriate 
Ineasures in all cases is due. That internal 
disorders were prevented and the integrity 
of this wealthy area secured waa also due 
to the hearty manner in which they asso- 
ciated themselves with the naval and mili- 
tary authorities entrusted with the work of 
defeuce in the matter of keeping watch 
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and pacifying the population in many waya, 
thereby materially contributing to the wel- 
fare of the general interests and de- 
serving more than ordinary credit for their 
exertions. 

The lists snbmitted to the Memorialist 
were unavoidably large, and have been 
subjected to considerable reduction, the 
names of all those of whose services there 
is no written record, as well as those whose 
merits were of a less conspicuous kind, 
being eliminated by the Memorialist. 

Rescript :—We command that the re- 
wards sulicited be in every instance con- 
ferred, 

November 10th.—( Court Circular.)— 
Prince Po returns thanks for the bestowal 
on his son of the dignity of Exerciser of the 


Imperial Horses ( FRA ER ), Na Beiléh 
and others giving persunal thanks for the 
bestowal of the same diatinction. 

Liu Jui-fén, Financial Commissioner of 
Kiangsi, and Minister designate to Eng- 
land, arrived in Peking and was received 
in audience, ' 

(1) The following officers are honoured 
with appointments to the staff of professors 
in atteudance at the Imperial schoolrvom. 

Li P ‘ei-yitan, Compiler of the Han-lin, 

Kao Kéng-én, do. do, do. 

(2) The following officers are granted the 
privilege of riding on horseback’ within 
the ‘‘ Forbidden City” : 

Sun Yii-wén, Vice-President of the 
Board of Works and Minister of the Taung- 
li Yaméu; Fu K‘un, President of the 
Board of Works aud Minister of the Tsung- 
li Yaméu; Ch‘i Shih-ch‘ang, President of 
the Ceusorate ; Kuei Ch‘iian, Vice-Presid- 
ent of the Board of Punishments, 

(3) A sub-Memorial from Chin Shun, 
Assistant Military Commissioner and Gov- 
ernor of Ili. 

Some time ago, the Memorialist reported 
to His Majesty that he had caused a wooden 
seal to be cut for the Commissioner charged 
with the delimination of the Kashgarian 
frontier, which was consigned to the cus- 
tody of Sha-k‘v-tu-lin-cha-pu, formerly 
Commandant of the Forces at ‘Tarbagat‘al, 
and lately appointed Military Assistant 
Governor at K'obdo. This seal was taken 
by the above oflicer to Kashgar and other 
places for use in connection with the joint 
survey and delimitation of the frontier in 
concert with Nussian officials. 

He has now returned this seal to the 
Memorialist with a letter in which he ex- 
plains that the work of frontier delimita- 
tion being now over it was his duty to 
return the seal issued for that purpose to 
be deatroyed. The Memorialist thereupon 
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burnt this seal, a fact which it is his duty 
to report, 

Rescript: We have taken cognisance, 

November 11th.—The Governor of Shan- 
tung reports that he has already disbanded 
2430, and made arrangements for the dis- 

andment at an early date of 1826 more 
of the irregular troops taken on for special 
Service in connection with the defence of 
the Shantung coast. The men already 
disbanded were sent away in batches to their 
Place of domicile under charge of officers, 
hot a single one being allowed to remalu 
In the province, 

November 12th.—(1) Ch‘in Chung-chien 
(3 $i ff) is appointed Tao-t‘ai of the 
Yén-yi, Te‘ao, Chi Circuit in Shantung. 

(2) Liu Jui-fén, Financial Commissioner 
of Kiangsi and Minister designate to Bug- 
land, is called upon to vacate the provin- 
Cial post and is given instead the rank of 
expectant Director of a Metropolitan Court 
of the third grade, with perinission to wear 
& button of the second grade. 

(3) Chang Jui-ch ‘ing (ae bis SE) ig ap- 
Pointed Financial Commissioner ot Kiangsl, 
and A-k‘o-ta-ch‘un (inl 3 ERE) Judge of 
Anhui. 

November 13th.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledging the receipt of a Memorial from the 
Governor of Shantung reporting that by 
dint of great exertions hoe and those 
under him have succeeded in preventing 
any accident to the embankmeuts in the 
Chia-chuang and P‘u-chow section of the 
Yellow River from the period commencing 
With the peach and ending with the autumn 
freshet, though dangerous conditions re- 
Peated presented themselves. 

Hig Majesty expresses his extreme grati- 
tude to the divinity to whose quiet aid this 
happy result is due, and directs that ten 
Bticks of Tibetan incense be issued to the 
Governor to be by him reverently offered 
in person in the temple of the River God, 

(2) A Memorial from the high officers 
charged with the repairs to the great hall 
of the Fu Ling, or Mausoleum of Tat Tsu 
Kao Huang-ti (‘Tien Ming) at Moukden, 

These repairs are now completed, and 
the Memorialists have been informed by 
the Board of Astronomy that they have, 
in obedience to Imperial command, selected 
the mao period (5-7 a.m.) upon the 18th of 
October as an auspicions time for “* join- 
ing the dragon” (putting in the middle 
tile in the top of the roof). 5 

Action will be taken accordingly when 
the time arrives, but as the works are now 
Completed the Sacred Tablet should be 
returned to its place, and if application 
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for the selection of an auspicious time for 
the performance of this ceremony be post- 
poned until after it may possibly be too 
late. The Memorialists have accordingly 
to request His Majesty to direct the Board 
of Astronomy to select an auapicious time 
during the tenth moon aud advised the 
Memorialists beforehand that they may, 
when Lhe hour arrives, remove the Sacred 
Tablet from the Tung P‘ei-tien back to its 
place. ; 

November 14th.— With the exception of 
a few formal Memorials connected with 
official movements, the whole of this day’s 
issue is occupied with reports from the 
Governor of Shantung on the subject of 
the repairs he has effected, or taken atepa 
to effect, in the breaches of the Yellow 
River embankments. 

Iu the first he announces the closing of 
four breaches of comparatively minor 
size which were made during the summer 
freshet, at a cost of Ts, 10,000 or there- 
abouts, Two other breaches, with a width 
of 500 and 530 feet respectively, and a vary- 
ing depth of from 29 to 2 or 3 feet, have yet 
to be closed, but the work has been put 
in’ hand and the authorities have been 
limited to the month of December for ita 
completion, Tls. 60,000 have already been 
drawn from the provincial treasury for the 
expenses of this undertaking, aud much 
more will be required, provision for which 
must be made from time to time. 

Iu a second Memorial he reports the 
complete closing of two other breaches, 
and the steps he has taken to repair the 
mischief caused by a breach of the Wei Ho 
embankments and to alleviate the distress it 
caused, ‘This breach will not be dificult, 
he says, to deal with. 

Ina third Memorial he asks for permis- 
sion to relegate the supervision of examina- 
tion for the status of military chi Jén, 
which properly fails upon himself, to the 
Financial Commissioner, as he is obliged 
to attend in person to the works in con- 
nection with the two large breaches at 
Chao-chio Chuang and Sa-kou, referred to 
in his rst Memorial. 

The request is granted by Rescript. 

November 15th.—Nvu documents of im- 
portance, 

November 16th.—This being the birth- 
day of Her Majesty the Empress Dowager, 
there was uo official attendance at Court 
for business purposes. 

(1) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Shéng Ching aud his deputy requesting 
His Majesty to sanction the dismissal from 
lits oflice of a certain Imperial Clansman 
under the following circumstances ; 
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During the iluctmbency of the Senior 
Meimorialist’s predecessor the widow of 
one Slou-tai, au Lmperial Clansman, re- 
presevted that the Imperial Clausman Fu- 
ch‘png, an adopted son of her late husband, 
having died without issue, she was prepared 
to adopted one En-lu, the second son of 
Pi-ch‘ang, the late Fu-ch‘ang’s own elder 
brother, tu be Fu-ch‘ang’s sou by adoption, 
ln order to continue the succession, En- 
lu’s mother was a willing party to this 
arrangement, as were also all the meim- 
bers of the family, but on applying 
to the head of the family, Ch‘éng- 
juli by name, to make the necessary re- 
port to the authorities, he opposed the 
arrangement, aud refused to allow the 
aduptionu to be effected. ‘The Governor 
was accordingly appealed to, and the head 
of the family was ordered time and again 
to come to some arranvement; but as he 
failed to dou so the judicial authorities were 
called wpou to summou Ch ‘éoy-jui, the 
head of the family, before them. His 
general demeanour was on that occasion so 
tricky and evasive that it became maui- 
fest that he was wantonly opposing the 
adoption it was proposed to eftect, where- 
upun the Governor deprived Ch‘eng-jui of 
his office as head of the family, and wrote 
to the Imperial Clan Court for instructious 
as to the action he should take, appointing 
one Ying-jui meanwhile aa acting head of 
the family. 

The Memorialists are now in receipt of 
the reply from the Imperial Clan Court, in 
which it is potuted out that in the case of 
an offence of a comparatively trivial 
nature being committed by the head of a 
family of unemployed Imperial clansmen 
in Peking, it was allowable to deprive him 
of Imperial marks of distinction to which 
he waa entitled ; but where the offence was 
w serious one application for dismissal from 
the post of head of the family must be made 
tv the Throne, this appuintment being 
conferred by Decree. 
requiring a mere report to the Clan Court, 
which sliould be written to after the solicita- 
tion of His Majesty’s will on the subject, 

Under these circumstances the Memoria- 
lists have now to solicit His Majesty’s 
order for the diamissal from office uf the 
Imperial clansman Ch‘éng-jui aforesaid. 
Lhe question of the succession in which he 
proved himself so ubstructive having been 
settled by the acting head of the family, it 
need not be further considered.—Reacript : 
Let it be as proposed. The Yamén con- 
cerned will take cognisance. 

November 17th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Goveruor-Genoral of the Hu Kuang 


It was not a case 
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Provinces and the Governor of Hupei 
reporting the loss of two cut of a fleet of 
ten Jinks laden with copper destined for 
Peking, These juvks, which were under 
the charge of an ofticer from Yiinnan, 
encountered a sudden sqnall of wind npon 
the Zoth of July while passing Lhrough the 
rapids of Huang Sang ‘Tung in the Tung-hu 
District in Hupei, where it waa impossible 
to come to an anchor, One junk lost her 
mast and rudder and ran on to the rocks 
where she was shattered to pieces, and the 
other had a hole knocked in her bottom by 
the wreckage of the firat junk which defied 
the efforts of the crew and others to stop, 
and she sunk-in a whirlpool some little 
way down the rapid. One junk had 51,800 
catties of copper on board, and the other 
51,732. : 

When the waters of the river are lower, 
steps will be taken to recover the copper un- 
der the direction of the Prefect of I-ch‘ang 
and the Magistrate of the Tung-bu District. 
Meanwhile the etuht remaining boats have 
been sent on. As the rapids known as the 
Huang Sang Tang are historically dan- 
gerous, and the perils they offer are referred 
to in statutory works, the accident was 
undoubtedly unavoidable under the circum- 
stances of the case aud was not attributable 
to any carelessuess on the part of the wee 
ytian in charve. 

(2) The Governor-General of the Hu 
Kuang Provinces reports the sentence 
passed upon a military student with an 
hereditary title of nobility who was 
accused by an agyrieved husband of taking 
liberties with his wife, 

The husband and his father having 
caught this individual, whose name was 
Chang Jung-t‘ai, tn flagrante delicto, they 
haled him aud his paramour then and 
there befure the Magistrate. The state- 
ments of Chang Jung-t‘ai being unsatis- 
factory, application was made to the Throne 
for sanction to his deprivation of noble 
rank witha view to placing him formally 
on his trial. This came on in due course, 
and the guilt of the parties having been 
established, Chang Juny-t‘ai has been sen- 
tenuced to deprivation of his tithe and a 
hundred blows with the heavy bambovu 
without the option of redemption by a 
money payment. The guilty wife is to be 
exposed in the cangue tor one month and 
to receive a hundred blows. She will be 
given back to her husband to take again 
into hia home or not, as he pleases. As 
the offence in question was conmitied 
previous to the Act of Grace of the present 
year both parties will be absolved from the 
corporal punishment and exposure in the 
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cangue to which they have been respective- 
ly sentenced. 


(3) The Governor of Shéng Ching reports 
the death from natural causes of an Im- 





perial Clansman while confined in the place | 


of imprisonment known as the ‘‘high 
wall” (5348) or ‘empty house” (22 BP) 
reserved tur offenders of that class. ‘The 
body was examined by a corpse inspector, 
aud the brother of the deceased expressed 
himself ready to certify that his brother 
died from natural causes without going 
through the formality of an inquest.—Re- 
8cript: Let the Yamén concerned take 
Coguisance, 

November 18th (1) A Decree expressing 
His Majesty’s gratitude for the protecting 
care youchsafed by the deity of the Yellow 
River in the ‘Lung-ming District of Chihlt, 
Where the summer and autumn freshets 
have gone by without mishap in spite of 
the water reaching an abnormal height and 
accidents being constantly threatened. 

‘Ten sticks of ‘Tibetan incense are to be 
sent to the Governor-General with Instruc- 
tions to depute the ‘Tao-t'ai Hsii Ch‘ien- 
shéu to take it to the temples of the River 
God at Kao Ts‘un, Li Lien-chuang, and 
Huang Chuang, and there reverently mako 
offering thereof, 

(2) A Decree announcing the result of 
an enquiry into the conduct of Kuei Haiang, 

mperial Agent at Urga, who was charged 
by a Ceusor with having been perverse and 
faulty in his administration and with hav- 
ing extorted contributions from the people 
Under false pretexts etc, . 

Shao Ch‘i, Goveruor of Ch‘ahar, having 
X2en sent to enquire into the matter, 
has now found that one of the charges 
as completely broxen down, and that in 
the other, though certain fines were levied, 
they were applidd to public purposea, vig., 
or supplying certain officers with salary 
and so forth. ‘Lhe conduct of one of his 
agéuts, however, a certain tabunang called 

lu-tu-na-ma, who was sent to raise con- 
tributions of brick tea, and beat and impri- 
Soned those who were behindhand with 
payment, reflects seriously upon the Agent, 
who had, moreover, never reported the 
Organisation of these subscriptions, though 
he attempt to raise them had already been 
attended with success. : 

Iu all these points the action of Kuei 
Isiang was far from being satiafactory, 
and he is committed to the Board for the 

etermination of a severe form of penalty. 
Lhe tabunang Shu-tu-na-ma is to be banished 
to the Amur, there to be put to labour of 
* painful kind, Miuor penalties are inflicted 
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on other officers whose conduct has been 
found not to be free from blame. 

November 19th.—No documents of im- 
portance, 

November 20th.—A Memorial from the 
Governor of Chékiang reporting the pay- 
ment by the present Customa ‘lao-t‘ai at 
Ningpo and certain of his predecessors of 
fifty per cent of the amount by which the 
native Customs receipts at that port have 
fallen short of the assessed revenue. 

The Buard of Revenue wrote some time 
since to the Memorialist to say that they 
had suggested to His Majesty that the 
officers responsible for the deficit on the 
native Customs receipts at Ningpo for the 
uiuth year of Kuang Hsii, amounting to 


Tis, 17,042, and also for the tenth year, 


amounting to Tis. 16.961, should be called 
upon to make good thirty per cent of these 
deficits, amounting to Tls, 5,112 and ‘I's. 
4,918 reapectively. They had also pug- 
gested to His Majesty that all officers re- 
sponsible for repayment of short collections 
of Customa duties previous to the 3rd of 
November 1884 should be called upon to 
make good only half of the fifty per cent of 
these deficits which they were under a 
under a liability to pay. To these sug- 
gestiona, tlhe Board informed: the Momori- 
alist, His Majesty had signified approval, 
aud orders were issued by him accordingly, 

The Tao-t'ni at Ningpo, Hsiieh, Fu- 
ch‘éng, who is charge of the Ché Mai Kuan, 
has now reported that during the year 
ended 9th of Augnat 1883 there were two 
officers in charge of the Chékiang Maritime 
Customs, viz: Jui Chang, now promoted, 
aud Wén Chung-han, now Tao-t'ai at Wén- 
chow. The total owing for the year, when 
reduced by seventy per cont, amounted to 
Ils. 5,712, which had further to be reduced 
by fifty per cent, leaving a balance due: of 
T's. 2,656. Of this sum Jui Chang was 
responsible for Tls, 1,136, which would be 
Bent from Canton, where he is stationed ; 
the balance of Tis. 1,420 had been sent to 
the Tao-t'ai Wén Chung-han. 

With regard to the deficit on the collec- 
tion for the year ended July 28th, 1884, 
this had to be collected from ofticers who 
had charge of the Customs during that 
and froin that period and from. whom the 
following sums were due: sO 

Deficit Tle. 16,961; seventy per cent. 
further reduction ‘I'ls, 2,459, 

Wen Chung-han, amount due...Tls, 471.3.7 


Jui Chang, ‘5 29 «> 55 947.6.8 
Ma P‘i-liang, 3 99 ee 5, 922,2.6 
IIsiieh Fu-ch‘éng, ,, yy ee 5, 116,1.3 


a 
———— 


Total 2,459 (sic) 


—_—_—_—————— 


Of these amounts all have been paid with 
the exception of that due from Jui Chang, 
who has been written to tosend the money 
forward, 

November 21st.—(Court Circular.) Sé- 
léng-0 paid his respects on his return to 
the capital after visiting his parents at 
Ch‘ing-chou, 

(1) A Decree in answer to a representa- 
tiun from the Imperial Equipage Depart- 
ment complaining that there are large 
arrears of renta on lands in Chihli due to 
that department, and requesting that these 
and the rents for the present year may be 
ordered to be paid promptly, as the Depart- 
ment was in urgent need of funds. The 
Governor-General Li Huug-chang is in- 
structed to see that these arrears and the 
present year’s rents are seut forward in full 
within the year. 

(2) A Decree acknowledging tha receipt 
of the report of the Board ot Revenue in 
answer to an application from the Governor 
of Shantung for permission to devote a 
certain portion of the auhsidy die from 
that province to Peking for the relivf of the 
sufferers by flood. 

Although relief has been universally dis- 
tributed in the districts where the distress 
prevails, the winler season has now set In, 
and the poverty-stricken people have no 
means of earning their livelihood. The 
sum of Ts. 50,000 is therefore allowed to 
be appropriated from the land-tax due for 
coming year from Shantung to be distri- 
buted amongst the sufferers. 

(3) Lu Fu-lin, Governor of Shensi, re- 
ports that he reached Uesi-an Fu on the 
13th of October, and took over charge 
from Pien Pao-ch‘iian on the 2Uth of 
October. 

(4) Ting Pao-chéng, Governor-General 
of Szechuen, applies for and is granted 
forty days’ leave from work in order to 
recruit his health, which has been failing of 
late. 

He says he has been a soldier for 17 or 
18 years, and the exposure has told upon 
his system. Thanks to his strong constitu- 
tion he las hitherto been able to shake off 
the malarious attacks with which he is 
constantly seized, but two years ago he 
had a rheumatic fever which laid him on 
his back for forty days. Although the 
outward aymptoms eventually disapperred 
his constitution was considerably shattered, 
and a certain weakness in his limbs re- 
mained, necessitating support when muv- 
ing. The difficulties and troubles of the 
time were such that he made an effort to 
bear up against his maladies, but during 
the condnet of the recent examinations he 
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was suddenly seized with paralytic symp- 
toms, which compel him to ask for forty 
days’ reat from his work in order to under- 
go medical treatment. 

November 22nd,—(1) A Decree ordering 
the issue of an additional two months’ pay 
and rations to the unemployed Imperial 
Clansmen and Gioro, or collateral relatives 
of the Imperial House, in view of the cold 
season now approaching. A prant of an 
additional month’s pay and rations ia also 
made to the widows of the above classes 
over and above the one month’s pay and 
rations they already receive. 

(2) A Decree ordering the preparation 
by the Imperial College of Inscriptions of 
tablets fur three temples in and near the 
district city of Fang Hsien in Hupei, the 
deities of which have never failed of late 
years to respond to prayers offered to them 
during periods of drought or excessive rain. ’ 

(3) A Decree ordering half the pay of a 
Beileh to be issued tv the widow of the 
Beileh Tsai Chféng (son of Prince Kung), 
as a special act of favour and au assistance 
towards her support. 

(4) A Decree: Li Féug-pao, who wears 
a button of the second rank and has a 
brevet of Director of a Metropolitan Court 
of the third grade, his name being recorded 
for appointment to the post of Customs 
Tao-t‘ai, is a person of a low type of moral 
character and of depraved conduct. He is 
an adept in the art of pushing his own ends, 
aud his misdeeds have frequently been the 
subject of denunciation to the Throne. 
We command that he be cashiered and 
never again employed in an official capacity. 

(5) A Decree ordering the dismissal in 
perpetuity of a Secretary in the Board of 
Revenue who is an opium smoker, and has 
been guilty of frauds and irregularities. 
As thia officer was placed in the first class 
at the triennial scrutiny held this year, 
steps are to be taken to ascertain the name 
of the officers by whom he was recom- 
mended, and these are to receive a penalty 
for their carelessness. 

(G) A Decree ordering the bestowal of 
an additional month’s pay aud rations upon 
the officers and men of the Hight Bauner 
forces and Green Standard regiments in 
Peking in view of the hardships they will be 
exposed to in the execution of their duty 
during the cold season which is now 
yradually coming on. 

(7) Liu Ming-ch‘uan, Military Commia- 
sionerin Formosa, applies forthe bestowal of 
poathumoura marks of Imperial compassion 
upon Pi Ch‘ang-ho, an expectant T‘i-tu, 
and others who have succumbed since the 
7th moon to the pestileutal disease which 
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has worked such havoc among the troops 
in Formosa duriug the sunmer.—Grauted 
by Rescript, 

(8) The. Assistant Governor at K‘obdo 
reports the issue of a passport by himself 
to certain Lamas of the Turbet tribe to 
Visit Hsi-ning for devotional purposes. 
This passport is issued in conformity with 
@ precedent on record which requires that 
When Mongols or others wish to yo to Tibet 
or Hei-ning for devotional purposes, a 
Passport is to be issued to them and the 
fact simultaneously reported to the Throne. 

November 23rd.—Chang Yin-huan, Min- 
ister to the United States, etc., requested 
pone instructions and had audience of 
eave. 7 

(1) A Decree acknowledging with expres- 
sivus of profound gratitude the receipt of an 
announcement from the Director General of 
the Yellow River to the effect that all the 
embankinents on either side of the portion 
of the Yellow River in his jurisdiction have 
been put in a state of efficiont repatr, 
and repeated dangers which threatened 
the works in Hsiang-fu Ting have been 
averted by effurts of the Director-General 
and his staff. Ten sticks of Tibetan in- 
conse are to be issued to that officer, with 
directions to offer them reverently before 
the River God, as a thankoffering from His 
Majesty for the deity’s protecting care. . 

The Decree goes on to enjoin upon the 
Director General the necessity of vigilance 
in the work of inspection and watch, aud 
concludes with an authorisation to submit 
a list of officers who have been active 
in their work for the bestowal npon 
them of marks of approbation. Pa Act- 
ing Financial Commissioner of Honan, 
whose valuable assistance has been specially 
alluded to by the Director General ue & 
Separate Memorial, is committed to the 
Buard for the determination of a liberal 
form of reward, and the Tao-t‘ai at K a 
fong Fu, also on the Director General's 
recommendation, is given a patent of rank 
of the second grade for bestowal upon his 
relatives. , 

November 24th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
the issue of 800 piculs of grain to the divi 
kitchens opened in Tung Chow for the 


relief of the poor. ; 
(HBR) is ap- 


(2) Tfang Ching-sung : 
Pomt Tao-tfai of Formosa, with brevet 
rank of Provincial Judge. ” 
(3) A Memorial from the Governor-Gen- 
eral of Shensi and Kanan reporting a case 
of homicide under the following circam- 
Stances : = 
One Su Kuo-chu, a native of Hsiao- 10 
Ch‘éng in the sub-prefecture of Ku-y tian 
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Chou, had been a major in the army, a 
rank he had earned by a series of distin- 
guished services ; but he retired ten years 
ago tu his place of domicile and took 
to farming. A certain distant relative of 
his, Su Chia-wu by name, used to frequent 
his house and was intimate enough for Su 
Kuo-chu’s wife not to withdraw when he 
appeared. About two years ago, Su Chia- 
wu called at the house about dusk, when 
he found Madam Su sitting alone upon 
the &‘ang, her husband being in the atable 
yard feeding the horses. Su Chia-wu sat 
down by Madam Su’a side upon the k‘any 
and pressed her hand, while he made 
adulterous proposals to her. Madan Su 
objected, and loudly abused him, attracting 
the attention of her husband, the Major, 
prepar- 
ing for a run, He tried to stop him, 
Whereupon Su Chia-wa hit the Major 
with his fist. The Major then picked up 
a wooden rolling-pin lying close to haud 
and struck Su Chia-wu over the head with 
it, whereupon Su Chia-wu butted at the 
Major with his head, and determined to 
fght it out to the death. The Major 
avoided the rush by stepping aside, aud 
once more brought the rolling-pin down 
upon Su Chia-wu. The latter then drew. 
his knife and stabbed the Major in the 
back, whereupon the Major snatched the 
knife from Su Chia-wu and stabbed him in 
the spleen as he was stpppiug to pick up 
the rolling-pin, and the fell to the ground 
aud died forthwith. The Major then took 
ey body and threw it down a disused 
well, 

The Jaw lays down that when a husband 
kills a man who has been guilty of the 
offence of attempted adultery, he shall be 
subject to the penalty for unauthorised 
murder of a person guilty of a criminal act, 
which is death by strangulation after the 
usual term of incarceration. Su Kuo-chn 
has accordingly been sentenced to death 
by strangulation, ‘The village headman 
who neglected to discover the circumstances 
of the homicide is sentenced to eighty 
blows, which is the punishment for mis- 
demeanour, but he will be absolved from 
the infliction of the penalty by the Act of 
Grace of this year, 

November 25th.—(1) Decree. Some 
time since Liu Ao, Taotai of Taiwan, waa 
denounced to the Throne being charged 
with covetousness, turpitude, trickery 
deceit and numerous evil ways, 

We thereupon directed that tho said 
oficer should be cashiered and arrested for 
interrogation, and that his property both in 
his place of offico and domicile should be 
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confiscated, We further deputed special 
officers, in the person of Hsi Chén and Wei 
Jung-kuang, to go to the spot and enquire 
into and deal with the matter. These 
officers have now ascertained the facts of 
‘the case and laid them before the Throne. 

As regards the various charges of em- 
bezzlement and irregularity brought against 
Liu Ao in connection with the salt ad- 
ministration and miuiyg matters, witnesses 
were examined by the Cumuiissiouers and 
papers scrutinised, and the conclusion 
come to was that while many matters had 
been badly managed there was no actual 
embezzlement perpetrated, nor was the 
Taotai in collusion with others for the 
commission of fraud. They found, how- 
ever, that there ts no record of his having 
reported the fact that General Kao Téng- 
wu, now cashiered, had paid into the 
Taotai’a yamén the sum of Tis. 11,600 odd, 
or that he had appropriated Tls. 4,500 
from the grant for camp followers for ex- 
penditure in the fori of gratuities. Fur- 
ther, that he charged more than Ts. 
10,000 for the trausport by sea of the 
troops enlisted by his son Liu Chi-nau in 
excess of what was actually expended. 

The said ex-Taotai caunot, therefore, 
exculpate himself from the penalty Jaid 
duwn for robbery of public funds by the 
officer who superintends the administration 
of then, and We hereby command that 
Liu Ao be sentenced, as proposed, to death 
by strangulation after the usual term of 
jucarceration. ‘The Governor-General and 
Governor will forthwith depute ofticers to 
escort him to the Board of Punishments 
for imprisonment, A limit of time will be 
fixed for the recovery from him of the 
amount of his defalcations which is not 
covered by his confiscated property. 

The Decree then goes on to comment 
upon the imperfect summary of the evidence 
of one Hsiieh Shu-hua furnished in the 
report, that individual alleging that he 
cave $10,000 to one Chang Hain, but 
whether or no the latter paid it over to 
Liu Ao he could not say. Also to the 
statement of one Wang Ching-yiin aud 
others that $25,000 were annually paid into 
the Taotai’s yamén as fees in connection 
with the likin on foreigu opium. The 
Commissioners have dismissed these matters 
as Unnecessary of consideration, as there is 
no evidence to go upon. This, however, 
cannot be. allowed, and the Board of 
Punishments are called upon to go care- 
fully into the matter as soon as all the 
documents in this case are before them. 

General Kao Teng-yii, already cashiered, 
is banished into servitude on tho military 
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post roads for his complicity in the frauds 
of Liu Ao, which he countenanced by issu- 
ing receipts for payments which had not 


' been actually made. 


A sub-prefect called Hu P‘ei-tztt, who 
conntved at the Tao-t‘ai’s frauds well 
kuowing of their perpetration, is dismissed 
the public service in perpetuity, and ordered 
to be ** driven back” to his place of domi- 
cile. A certain Colonel called Chaug Fu- 
shéng, who has been many yearsin Formosa, 
and bears an indifferent reputation, is alsu 
dismissed the public service, 

(2) A Decree expressing the Imperial 
regreta at the announcement of the death 
of Li Tsung-hai, formerly Governor-General 
at Nankiug, 

(3) A Decree ackuowledging the receipt 
of a Memorial from Heii Chih-hsiany, Sub- 
Director of the Court of Sacriticial Worship, 
calling attention to the annually increasing 
havoc wrought by the Yellow River in 
Shanturg and urging the necessity of 
putting the embankments in a state of 
efticiency, while united efforts are made 
for clearing the channel and giving the 
waters free access to the sea. He sngvests 
that funds shonld be collected in aid of this 
work, and requests that the head-quarters 
of the Director-General of the Yellow River 
be transferred tu Shantung. 

His proposals are to receive the due 
consideration of the Board. His further 
suvgestion that orders should be issued 
for the recommendation of any person or 
officer with a thorough knowledge of riverine 
matters is not wanting in perception, and 
high officials, metropolitan or provincial, 
are called upon to recommend any such 
officers that they can speak posilively about. 
(4) A Decree authorising the cunstruc- 
tion of additional cells in the examination 
auclosure in Peking, the present number 
being insufficient for the accommodation 
of candidates. 

Lhe Goveruor of Shuu-t‘ien is to inspect 
the place im concert with the various 
Buards concerned, aud to furnish a report 
to the Throue as to the action it is pro- 
osed to take, 

(5) A anb-Memorial from the Imperial 
Agent at Urea, 

The Memorialist would further report that 
no rain had fallen at Urya this your nearly 
up to the time of the summer solstice, and 
the vegetation, thoush some had sprouted, 
was all so parched and yellow that a 
drought was imminent, while the aandy tract 
of country occupied by the Juehet‘'u and 
setsen tribes had suffered from drought 
for yoxrs in succession, and not a blade of 
gtass was to be seen, with the result that 
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famine stared the population in the face 
aud the live stock was dying in large nuin- 
bers. Reports of impending disaster cume 
in from one tribe after another, and the 
postal service becaine delayed or iter- 
rupted, until the Memorialtst felt that 
unless rain promptly fell both human aud 
animal life must succumb. 

Harassed and sore vexed by what his 
own eyes showed him and what he had 
heard from others, the Memorialist held 
personal consultation with the K‘an-pu, 
or Abbot, Nomenhan Pa-lo tany-ch‘ulana- 
pa-lo, aud requested him to entreat the 
Cheptsundampa Hut‘ukt‘u to pray on the 
Memurialist’s behalf for rain that the lives 
of all might be spared. ae 

The said Hutukt'a, after duly purifying 
himself by fasting and ablution, went im 


o ra | id hl 
person to the front of the Han Shan Tem- 
made the circuit 


ple with his disciples and n 
OF it on foot, the procession chanting as 
they went with all reverence and sincerity. 
Clouds then unexpectedly began to cover 
the heavens upon the 10th of the moun, 
followed by refreshing showers which re- 
Vivified the withered herbage, and thus 
secured an average wheat harvest to the 
Intense joy and gratitude of the people. 
ht-ports of copious and ample rains came 
in from the Jushet‘u aud Tsetsen tribes 
and the country under the juriadiction of 
the Lamaist fraternity. 

The Memorialist yaaa observe 
when the deity of any temple does B00 
service for the people the Statutes deaaale he 
“pplication being made to His Majesty for 
the bestowal of tableta or titles, but peas 
is no special clause in the Statutes provia~ 
ing for the recognition of the morons 
hervice which has now been performe >Y 
the Cheptsundampa Hutfukt'u. As ie 
Memorialist and his collengue would no 
venture to suggest what from the recogni- 
tion of these services should take, aaa 
humbly implore His Majesty to septa 
Whether they may be recognised yy ene 
beatowal of some mark of distinction.— 
Neseript ; Let the Yamén concerned .con- 
sider and report. 

November 26.h.—No docu 
portance, 

November 27th.— 





ments of im- 


A Memorial froin the 


Governor of Kueichow reporting the death 
ofa captain in the army while im prison 
for having murdered the aub-prefect of the 
two in whielt he lived. ‘The circumatnances 
of the murder are as follows ; 

Tsung Haien-tien, the murderer, was 
captain in a regimeut stationed at Kuel- 
bua and held a title of hereditary nobility, 
When the Momorialist received Eis Ma- 


173 


A tes 


_— -———— oem ee wee 





jesty’s approval last year to the steps he 
proposed to take for the prohibition of 
poppy cultivation, it was discovered by 
one of his agents that Tséng Esiou-tien 
had rented a portion of the drill ground to 
a farmer for growing opium, for which act 
he was in due course cashiered. Tsdny 
Hsien-tien being wrongly under the im- 
pression that he owed lis dismisaal in part 


to the machinations of the aub-prefect, Wu 


by name, a) impression which gained 
weight.by the refusal of the sub-prefect to 
say a word in his behalf, he determined to 
revenge himself by killing the sub-prefect, 

With this object in view, he accompanied 
the sub-prefect when the latter went to burn 
incense at the Temple to the God of War 
upon the dist of March 1885, and while the 


—sub-prefect was kneeling and performiny his 


prostrations, he stabbed him through the 
back with a knife he had carried concealed 
up his sleeve. The sub-prefect fell face- 
forwards on the ground, and Tséng having 
withdrawn the knife was about to stab the 
Major of his regiment who was kneeling 
next to the sub-prefect- and who had been 
tire immediate instrunient of his dismissal, 
when a rush was made upon him by the at- 
tendant soldiers and police. He then tried 
to cut his own throat, but the knife was 
wrested from him and he was arrested and 
thrown into prison. ‘The sub-prefect shortly 
afterwards died, and ‘'séng Hsien-tien was 
in due course ordered to be placed on his 
trial, as was reported to the Throne at the 
time, and a Rescript received directing the 
prisoner to be summarily executed after 
his aes had been clearly established upou 
trial, 

The Memorialist had given orders for 
the prisoner and witnesses to be brought 
to Kuei-yang Fu to be consigned to the 
Prefect for trial, but Tséng Heien-tien, 
who was in bad health when he went 
to prison, had, he was informed, died sub- 
sequently to his interrogation. An officer 
was sent to inspect the body and make 
euqiiries into the cause of death, and these 
being satisfactory, sentence was ordered to 
be passed by the prefect, and, the verdict 
having been duly subjected to the approval 
of the Judge, the case was sent on to the 
Memorialist with a suygestion that although 
the death of the prisonerlegally put an eud 
to the case, the crime was of so glaring o 
nature that it did not seem reht that the 
deceased should be allowed to escape its con- 
sequences by his premature decease, Upon 
this subject a separate Memorial has been 
addressed to His Majesty. 

November 28th.—(1) The title of Impe- 
rial Ligh Commissioner is bestowed upon 
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Mu-t‘u-shan, Tartar General at Foochow, 
and he is directed to associate himself with 
the Governuers of the three Manchurian 
Provinces in the management of lien ping, 
or field force, of that repion., - All the 
Military Deputy Lieutenant-Governors of 
the various Manchurian towns are to be 
subordinated to him. 

(2) In a Sub-Memorial reporting his re- 
tucu from Nanking to Soochow at the close 
of his duties as the Supervisor during the 
progress of the provincial examination, the 
Acting Governor of Kiangsu states that in 
the proyressof his journey through the places 
in the Chinkiang and Ch‘ang-chou Prefec- 
tures which had earlier suffered from the 
effects of a tidal wave, the wants of the 
sufferers had been duly attended to by the 
authorities and gentry, Iu places which 
had not been fl»oded the earlier rice crop 
had formed, he noticed, into ear, which 
was hanging down in yellow clusters. The 
later crops and the cotton had respectively 
sprouted into ear and formed tuto pod, 
while the people were quiet and orderly. 

(3) Ch*ung-shan, an Imperial Clausman 
and Deputy Lieutenant-General at Chin 
Chow, reports that the leave of absence 
which was granted to his son last summer, 
through the Imperial Clan Court, for the 
purpose of escorting the Memorialist’s 
family to his present place of abode, has 
now nearly expired. As the Memorialist’s 
duties, however, absorb all his attention, 
some one ig required to attend to his do- 
mestic concerns, aud he would beg permis- 
sion to retain hia son, who is out of em- 
ployment, for that purpvse.—Granted by 
Rescript. 

(4) The Governor of Chekiang reports 
the despatch of an inatalment.of the con- 
tribution due to Peking from the revenue 
derived from the Chekiang salt duties aud 
likin. This revenue is charged with a con- 
tribution to the capital of Tls, 220,000 and 
Tis. 50,000 for the office of the Imperial 
Household. | 

November 29th,—(1) A Decree expreas- 
iug His Majesty’s regrets at the intellizence 
of the death of P‘éng Tsu-lsien, Governor 
of Hupei. The usual posthumous honours 
are to be beatowed upon him, and all 
official penalties recorded aguinst his name 
are to be cancelled. 

(2) A Memorinl from the Governor of 
Shantung reporting that the “ hoar-frost”’ 
freshet haa gone by without mishap to the 
works in the upper portion of the Yellow 
River, though there were many moments 
of imminent danger requiring the exercise 
of strenuous exertions on the part of the 
officers concerned to prevent. 
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For Decree ordering ten sticks of Tibetan 
iucense to be issued as a thank-offering 
to the River God, see Gazette of November 
23rd, 

(3) The same officer requests permission 
to appropriate a sum of ‘T'ls, 50,000 from 
the land tax due next year of Peking to 
supplement the funds already raised by 
subscription that it is found necessary to 
distribute to the sufferers by inundation, 
in order to enable them to tide over the 
winter, Although relief has already been 
universally granted, it is impossible for the 
people to make a living in the winter sea- 
son, and the pangs of cold and hunger will 
press them sore, Inu addition to relief dis- 
tribution, it is hoped to establish refuges 
in the suburbs of Chi-nan Fu, where the 
poor will be taken in and fed with gruel. 

See Gazette of November 21st. 

The Governor of Uliasut‘ai and hig col- 
league report the annual inspection of 
the twenty postal stations to the south of 
Ulhiafut‘ai, with satisfactory. results. This 
duty should properly be performed by the 
Mongol noble who acts as assistant tu the 
Military Governor, but in order not to put 
too heavy a strain upon the resources of 
the station officers a subordinate officer 
may be sent instead, this arrangement being 
sanctioued by usage. 

The Memorialists state that since the 
misceé]laneous service to the western cities 
was taken off this route and the labours of 
the stations thus lightened, the work hag 
been performed by the officers and soldiers 
with zexsl and regularity, and they now 
learn from the officer who was deputed to 
inspect the stations that, thanks to the 
regularity of the rains this year, there is 
plenty of grass at all the twenty stations 
and the courier service has been carried 
ont with despatch. An inspection was made 
of the tents and other equipmenta supplied 
to the statious, and these were found in 
order. The horses also were found tu be 
in good condition, and after being counted 
were duly branded. 


November 30th.—(1) Wang §& 


Sung-ling 


(ESR) is appointed Financi:l Com- 


missioner of Kiangsu, and Tan Chiin-p‘ei 


(23599 58) Governor of Hupei. 

(2) A sub-Memorial from the Governor 
of Chékiang, 

Upon the retirement into mourning of 
Tsung Yiian-han, Prefect of Ningpo, some 
time since, the Memorialist recommended 
Hu Yiian-chieh, one of the expectant class 
who had earlier served as prefect, for ap- 
pointment to the vacant post, No answer, 
however, has as yot been received from the 


Board, and Ch‘én Ju-chi, the acting Pre- 
fect of Ningpo, having now died, Hu 
Yiian-chieh has been seut to Ningpo to 
act. 

(3) A sub-Memorial from Yang Chang- 
chiiu, Governor-General at Fuochow. 

On the retirement of Tso Taung-tang 
upon extended leave he was commanded by 
His Majesty to consign his peal us Imperial 
Gommissioner to the Memorialist for trans- 
mission to Peking by the hands of a trust- 
worthy officer. 

In obedience to these commands, Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang aent the seal he had Mae 
Imperial Commissioner—N umber 18 under 


the character J&—duly enclosed in an 
envelope, with his archives and register of 
irrevular troops, by the hand of an agent 
to the Memorialist. upon the 4th of Sep- 
tember. The Memorialiat thereupon de- 
puted Chou Tzti-ta, Assistant Secretary 1 
the Board of Revenue, and an expectant 
Captain called Ch‘én, to take the Imperial 
Commissioner’s seal with all reverence 
Peking and deliver it to the Board o 
Ceremonies. ae 

Rescript : The Board of Ceremonies W 
take coynisance. 

December 1st.—Tho only document wor- 
thy of record in this day’s issue 15 @ Memo- 
rial from the Governor of Ch‘ahar reporting 
the reault of hia enquiries into a eit oO 
charges brought by a denunciater, W — 
name is withheld, against the tapers 
Ageut at Urga. The report 18 dong an 
Uninteresting, but a summary of the ae 
clusions come to will be found in the Ga scette 
of the 28th November in which the Decree 
acknowledging this report appears. 

Decarnbar Bud—-(1) A Decree ordering 
Yii Lu, Governor-General of the Hu iene 
Provinces, to act as Governor of ee 
pending the gah of the newly appolnte 
Governor ‘Ian Chun p’el. eee 

Q) Jui Chang, Salt Commissioner at 
Canton, is appointed Judge of Ranges 
his post at Canton is conferred upon Wang 


Yii-taao (=F fifi Be- 

(3) A Memorial from the Governor o 
Kirin and his colleague reporting the tra 
of a certain Vain Ch'i Ye at San-heing m 
that province who had been accused by 
a widow, his kinewoman, of breaking into 
her house with a view to pioking a quarrel, 
stabbing herdog and smashing her furniture, 
An enguiry was instituted, but the Y7x 
Ch Yii was obatinate and refused to eub- 
mit to the finding of the Court, and the 
inatter having been referred to the Memo- 
rialists they ordered a second trial to be 
held by a» Court composed vf three ollicers, 


to her mother-in-law, 


Re 
_—— 


who have endorsed the finding at the ear- 
lier euquiry. The facts are, in brief, as 
follows :—Sung-k‘é, the defendant, was 
employed as a writer in the Yaméu of the 
Military Governor of San-hsing and was 
appointed tu du duty at a. Customs barrier. 
Iu going to and from his work he used to 
pass the house of a soldier called ‘I's‘ao, who 
was constautly away on duty, and he was 
in the habit of stepping in and chatting 
with the man’s wife. One evening when 
he was there it came on to rain, and the 
soldier's wife and mother asked Sung-k‘é 
to stop tre nizht, Sung-k‘6é accepted the 
invitation, and took advantage of the 
hospitality offered him to commit adul- 
bery with the soldier's wife, unbeknown 
A linproper in- 
timacy being thus established it was fre- 
quently renewed. After a while Sung- 
k‘6 having succeeded to the title of Yiin 
Ch't Yt went to the Capital to be inveated, 
and on his return did not resume his in- 
timacy with the soldier’s wife, whose maiden 
name, it has been omitted to mention, was 
Ko, Ts‘ao, however, having eventually 
learned about the previous conduct of his 
wife with Sung-k‘6, divorced her and sent 
her back to her mother’s house ; where she 
resuined her name of Ko, Here Sung-k‘é 
renewed the intimacy, and was constantly 
in the habit of spending the night in the 
louse, 

A connection of his, one Té-chi by name, 
wishing to see him, and obtain a coat which 
he had lent to Sung-k‘6 some time back 
and which Sung-k‘é had, as a matter of 
fact, pawned, went to the woman Ko’s house 
one evening as being the most likely place 
to find him. Sung-k‘é was not there at the 
moment, but the woman Ts‘ao invited 
Té-chi in, and they sat talking together for 
atime. Meanwhile Sung-k‘é came to the 
house, and seaing through the window the 
the two sitting tovether, he jumped to the 
conclusion that Té-chi was also a lover of 
the woman T's‘ao. Euraved at this and at 
Té-chi’s effrontery in wanting to get 
back his coat while he had not paid offa 
debt lie owed him, Sung-k‘é forced his way 
into the room and aasailed Té-chi with a 
stick, and the latter, while the woman Ko 
aud her mother were trying to keep Snng- 
k‘6 back, made his escape with Sung-k‘é at 
his heels, who, however, failed to cateh 
him. Sung-k‘é then went to Té-chi’s 
mother's house to remonstrate, and he 
had «a quarrel with her, whereupon he 
smashed a number of articles standing 
on the table, and then left in a rage. 
Ie returned the next morning, and upon 
knocking at the door the dog flew at him ; 
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so Sung-k‘6 drew his knife and stabbed 
it. He then went into the house to look 
for ‘Té-chi, aud as he could not find him, 
he claimed from the mother payment of 
Té-chi’s debt to himself. After much per- 
auasion on the part of the head of the 
family, who had been called in by Té-chi’s 
mother in anticipation of a second visit 
from Sung-k‘@, the fatter wag at last per- 
suaded to go away and wait till Té-clii could 
borrow the money to repay him. 
had left, Té-chi’a mother brought a charge 
agalust lili in the court. 

The law lays down that adultery on the 
part of an ofticial shall anbject the offuuder 
to dismissal and the infliction of one hun- 
dred blows, the adulteress being exposed 
fora month in the cangue, in addition to the 
receipt of ove hundred blows. Sung-k‘é 
has been sentenced accordingly, the lighter 
penalty for misdemeanour which he has 
incurred for smashiug crockery and furnt- 
ture and stabbing a dog being foregone in 
favour of the heavier one; but he has been 
called upou to make the value of his break- 
ages good. The woman Ko will, as usual, 
be allowed to cummute her sentence 
by amoney payment, which will be credited 
tu the public funds. Té-chi will receive 
eighty strokes with the whip. 


December 3rd.—Ch‘éng Kuei (BR AE) 
is appointed Grain Taotui of Kiangsu. 

December 4th.—(1) A Memorial from 
Yaug Yo-pin, Assistant Military Commis- 
sioner in Fuhkien and formerly Governor- 
General of Shensi and Kansu, reporting 


the conclusion of the work of the disband: 


ing the ‘‘braves” enlisted by him for 
service during the late hostilities, and the 
settlement of his accounts, with the return 
to store of the uninjured arms and am- 
munition, previous to retiring to his native 
place to resume his ministrations to his 
mother which were interrupted by a call for 
his services during the late hostilities. 


The Memorialist has already submitted 
a general statement of hia expenditure ina 
Memorial sent from Ch'iiau-chou. He has 
now to record the obligations he is under 
to Admiral P‘éng Chfu-han, K‘uei Chin, 
the ‘aotai of the Circuit, and Ch‘éng 
Won-lan, Expectant Taotai of Kuang- 
tung, for the aid they rendered him when 
he went to Amoy to superintend the em- 
barkation of the troops for conveyance by 
stenmer to Hankow. ‘These troops were 
carried in vessels of war sent from Nanking, 
aud merchant sleamers chartered for the 
occasion, and a telegram has been received 
from the Governor-General at Hankow 
sunouneivg the arrival of the wholo of 


After he 
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them by the commencement of the 8th 
moou. 

With regard to his disbursements of the 
Ts. 183,000 received from Hunan, Hupei 
aud Kiangsi, aud other minor auins paid 
by the Graud Secretary ‘'so and others, he 
has rendered an account to the Foochow 
Reorganisation Committee of all expendi- 
ture over and above disbursements for the 
purchase and carriage of guns, rifles, am- 
munition ete, 

As regards the arms and accoutrements 
with which the troops were furnished, the 
Memorialist has been supplied, by an ofti- 
cer in the Military Store Departineut, with 
aretarn of military supplies contributed 
by the undermentioned officers, which are 
still in store in T‘ai-pei Fu, never having 
been used ; 

The Governors-General Li Hung-chang 
and Chang Chih-tung, a joint contribution 
of 1,000 Mauser rifles and 500,000 car- 
tridyes, Cuang P‘ei-lun, late -Director of 
the Foochow Arsenal, 18 amall Krupp guns 
with 663 cases of ammunition and wheels. 
Peng Yii-lin, President of the Board of 
War, 700 rifles and 500,000 copper capa, 


‘here are besides, the report went on to 


say, 4,458, Remington and Winchester 
rifles of which 3,020 rifles and cartridges 
and a Jarge quantity of ammunition of 
various kinds had been received from Nan- 
king, other high officers having supplied 
the rest: After deducting sixty rifles kept 
back for defence purposes, and a cortain 
quantity of ammunition, and allowiug for 
loss and breakage, there are 4,100 rifles 
still in stock which have been issued to the 
various garrisons for drilling purposes. 

The bilance of the ammunition, shields, 
tents, gongs, bells, drums, trumpets, flays, 
uniforms, sappers-and-miners’ tools, petards 
etc. have been distributed between the 
military stores of T‘ai-pei Fu and Amoy 
and other places. | 

The Memorialist concludes with a tribute 
of thanks to the various Governors-General 
aud Governors who have assisted him 
in the movement of the troops under his 
command, and alludes especially to the 
provision made by the Grand Secretary 
‘Tso, the Tartar General Mu-t‘u-shan, the 
Governor-General Yang Ch‘ang-chun and 
the Governor Liu Ming-ch‘uan for the 
transport of himself and his men to For- 
mogsa, 

Having no arrears of work in hand, 
the Memorialist now bega to state that 
in accordance with His Majesty’s grucious 
permission he proposes to leave by the 
steamer Z'éng Ying on the Gth of October 
fur his native place, there to minister to 


Dec, 4—8.] 


the wants of his mother in the declining 
years of her life. 

Rescript: Let the Board 
take cognisance. 

December Sth.—(1) A Decree: Fresh 
breaches having repeatedly been made thus 
year in the river embankments in Shan- 
tung, reducing the people to a pitiable 
condition of distress, ‘Lhe Governor was 
instructed on several occasions to raise 
funds for the relief of their wants, and the 
aum of Tis. 60,000 was issued from the 
Privy Purse as a contribution in aid of 
this expenditure. The cold weather has 
how set in, and there is still a large number 
of people from whose land the water has 
not yet retired, so that they have neither 
reating place nor means of livelihood, their 
distressful condition perenne a double 
Measure of our sympathy. 

We are in receipt of commands from Her 
Majesty the Empress Dowager ordering 
that the sum of Tis.. 500,000 from the 
aniount due to the Palace this year by the 
Board of Revenue ia to be issued tu the 
Governor of Shantung for distribution 
amongst the sufferers, and we have ac- 
Cordinyly to instruct the said oe 
in reverent sympathy with the intent 0 
Her Most Gracious Majesty, to depute 
competent officers to verify by inspection 
the districts in which suffering exists au 
lo distribute the money accordingly, the 
chief ubject to be borne in view being that 
the bounty actually reaches those for whom 
it is intended. ‘The Governor will at the 
same time take the necessary steps for the 
issue of winter relief on & liberal scale, 
and will report to us from time to time 
what he is doing in this regard. 

(2) A Decree: Tsai Haiin, Prince nae 
has repeatedly asked for Jeave since a 
beginning of this year, aud the number o 
days congé he has obtained are paamaanin 
This is most improper, and We comman 
that he be committed to the Imperial Clan 
Court for the determination of a penalty. 

In future, Princes and high Ministers 
must positively be diligent 1n the aie 
ance of their functions, and will not be 
allowed to make illness a pretext for ap- 
plications for leave unnecessarily, that due 
importance may be attached to the duties 
eutrusted to their charge. ea 

(3) A Decree drawing attention he : 
frequency with which the Chamberlains o 
the Imperial Guard have Jately abseuted 
themselves from their turn of duty on one 
pretext or another, thereby allowing the 
Guarda to become Inx in their duty froin 
want of proper supervision. These high 
officers are to see to it that their functions 


concerned 


of the authorities, 


177 


ce 





are duly performed in future, and any de- 
reliction of duty on the part of their sub- 
ordinates will be visited upon the Cham- 
berlains themselves. 


December 7th.—Hsii Ch‘ang, Minister 
of the I'sung-li Yamén, is appointed Direc- 
tor of the Court of Sacrificial Worship. 

There are no documents of interest in 
this day’s issue, 


December 8th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Governor of Hunan reporting the 
assault by certain soldiers and others at 
Héug-yang Hsien on a Colonel and a Lieu- 
tenant who had been sent there to keep 
order during the progress of an enquiry 
into the death of one of the residents which 
was attributed by the people to the action 
The Lieutenant suba 
sequently died from the treatment he re- 
ceived. 


The General of the Division was then 
sent to the prefectural town to assist the 
prefect in enquiring into the circumstances 
of the riot and bringing the offenders to 
justice. The report has now been received, 
from which it would appear that on the 
day the assault touk place, the relatives 
of the peraon into whose death an en- 
quiry was to be held had got together 
a number of soldiers and roughs and sur- 
rounded the Colonel’s Yamén at which a 
Colonel Ts‘ao, who lad been sent down to 
keep order during the enquiry, was paying 
a visit, and when Colonel Ts‘ao came out, 
set upon himand beathim, A Lieutenant, 
Ku T'ing-jui by name, went to the Colonel’a 
rescue and was beaten so severely that he 
afterwards died. Neither the acting 
Colonel in command of the regiment nor 
the Major came out of his Yaméu to 
quell the mob, nor, after certain seizures 
were nade and the names of the soldiera 
implicated were given up, did either send 
them forward for trial, pretending that 
the men had hidden themselves. All they 
did was to deprive the men of the rations 
due to them. Jt is requested that the 
Acting Colonel and the Major, the dia- 
cipline maintained by whom can be ap- 
preciated by the above facts, and who have 
both been removed from their commands 
by the Governor General, may be com- 
milted to the Board for tle determination 
of a penalty. They will alao be called 
upon to produce the guilty soldiers within 
a given limit of time. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Kirin and his colleague the Deputy Lieu- 
tenant Governor reporting the death of a 
resident at San-haing in consequence of a 
beating administered to him by one Si pu- 
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wei-o, a Yiin-ch't-yiin charged with the 
duties of police superintendent in that 
town. 

The deceased, whosename wasChing Ch ‘i- 
ming, was on bad terms with a quondam 
business partner of his who had turned him 
out of the shop for stealing the proceeds of 
the business, The two met in the street in 
theautumn of the year before last, and began 
to fight. Chin Ch‘i-ming, who was the 
worse for drink, cut open his adversary’s 
head with a brick-bat, and the two were 
arrested by the police and taken before the 
SuperintendentSé-pu-wei-o, who, instead of 
reporting the case to his captain, the proper 
officer to deal with the delinquents, ordered 
Ching Ch‘i-ming and Hsii Ch‘uan his adver- 
sary both to receive fifteen blows with the 
bamboo. Ching Ch‘i-ming. who, as stated, 
was the worse for drink, did not take his 
punishment submissively,so he was ordered 
to receive another fifteen blows and to be 
kept in custody until he found security 
for his future good behaviour. Atthe end 
of three days he was bailed out by a friend, 
but before being released he was piven 
fifteen blows more, and he died three days 
later from the effects of a chill taken when 
he was in a low condition of health induced 
by the beating he had received. 

Sé-pu-wei-o has been sentenced to re- 
ceive a huudred blows, to be followed by 
banishment for three years. He will also 
be called upon to pay T's. 10 for the burial 
expenses of Ching Ch‘i-ming. 

December 9th.—(1) A Decree acknow- 
ledying the receipt of a report from Chany 
Yuo, Governor of Kuangsi, charged with 
the special duty of repairing the moata 
round the city of Peking, announcing the 
completion of this work, Chang Yao is 
commended for his energy in satisfactorily 
completing the work by the time allotted, 
aud also for the manner in which he has 
kept the suldiera engaged upon it under 
proper control, He is committed to the 
Board for the determination of marks of 
distinction upon the most liberal scale, and 
his son Chany Tuan-pén, at present a second 
class Assistant Secretary in the Board of 
Works, is to be given the rank of Senior 
Secretary and to await an appointment to 
that poat in the Board to which he properly 
belongs. Three generals employed in the 
work are also to be liberally rewarded, and 
a list of the names of the most deserving 
of his officers are to submitted by Chang 
Yao with a recommendation as to the re- 
wards to be bestowed upon them. By the 
special command of Her Majesty the Em- 
press ‘I'ls. 10,U00 are to be distribuled 
amongst the suldiers engaged in this work, 


the money being furnished by the Peking 
Field Force department. 

(2) A Memorial from theacting Governor- 
General of the Hu-kuang provinces and 
the Governor of Hupei referring to earlier 
instructions received from His Majesty 
calling their attention to the murder 
of certain boat trackers committed by a 
body of irregular troops near Nan-ning Fu 
in Kuangsi on their way from ‘Tonquin to 
Hupelh for disbandment. The Memurialists 
were called upon to give orders for the 
production of the murderers and to insist 
upon their being forthcoming by a. given 
date. (See Crazette of 14th August). 

The Memorialists have now to report 
that they received some time ago a de- 
spatch on this subject from the acting 
Governor of Kuangsi furnishing them with 
the details of the occurrence as described 
by the prefect and magistrate, together 
with a copy of his Memorial to the Throne. 
Enquiries were then made, and it was 
found that as the battalion in question 
under General Hu Ting-k’an was composed 
mostly of Hunan men, arrangements 
had been made for its disbandment in 
that province, and an oflicer had been 
sent down to carry the arrangements 
out.. As this oflicer had not yet re- 
ported the arrival of the battalion in 
Hunan, orders were sent by express mes- 
senger to General Hu Ting-k‘un to ascer- 
trin by a given date who the murderers 
were, and to give them up for transmission 
to Kuangsi, where they would be duly 
tried. Tha General has now replied to the 
following eff-ct :— 

He states that on arrival at Nan-ning 
Fu after the march from Lung Chou, so 
many of his men were sick that he hired 
18 junks into which he embarked them, and 
pushed on for Wu-chou Fu, all the boat- 
men and othera being provided by the 
junkmen. Two days «after leaving Nan-ning 
they reached Yung-shuu Hsien and auchored 
for the night below the town, leaving again 
at daybreak the next morning and passing 
through the rapids at which the homicide 
was alleged to have been committed. On 
the day upon which he, the General, was 
stated inthe Magistrate’sreport to havegone 
with his card to the latter aud applied for 
trackers or rapid pilots, he was already at 
Héng chou, He never applied for trackers, 
nor did his men go ashore to seize them, 
He further denied that there was anyone 
of the name of Li Yung-p‘ing, the soldier 
arrested for the homicide, vorne on the 
books of his regiment, or that he had 
received any Despatch from the Prefect or 
Magistrate on the subject, Being now 
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Under orders to ascertain who the mur- 
derers were and to surrender them, he had 
to report that over sixty of his men died after 
leaving Nan-ning Fu, and that the orders 
calling upon him to surrender the guilty 
parties reached him the day after the men 
had been paid off and had dispersed to 
their homes. 

Such was the General’s report, and the 
Officer seut down not being able to get 
More from him than a positive denial of 
the whole circumstances, brought bim up 
to Hupei, where he repeated his denial to 
the Memorialists. 

They have to observe that the boats con- 
taining Hu Ting-k‘un’s men reached the 
San-chow rapids in Nan-ning Fu on the 
29th of the moon, and a quarrel arose 
between the soldiers and villagers in con- 
sequence of the former insisting upon hay- 
ing trackers, which resulted in the death of 
two of thé villagers. One of the soldiers 
called Li Jung-p‘ing was arrested, and the 
Murders were duly reported to the Magis- 
trate who inspected the bodies and took 
depositions. In their reports, both Prefect 
and Mavistrate further declared that on the 
day in question when the General heard of 
the disturbance he had hia men hurriedly 
recalled to the boats, and that the men, 
Seeing the villagers collecting 1m response 
to the beating of alarm gongs, retired has- 
tily to their boats, with 12 or 13 men they 
had seized, whom they took on board and 
forced to pilot them over the rapids which 
they then and there proceeded to cross, the 
13 nen being released on arrival at Heug- 
chow. The Magistrate wrote to tle 
General begging him to deliver up the 
murderer, but he never received an answer 
to his letter. ; 

The above facts are clearly established, 
and were further verified by the Prefect, 
who went to the spot to enquire into the 
matter by orders of the Governor ; and yet 
the General denies the circumstances of 
the stay altogether, impugns the accuracy 
of the dales given, and says that he was ab 
Héng-chow when the alleged events took 
place ; also that he had eighteen boats and 
hot twenty, and that he never heard from 
the Magistrate, while he asserts that there 
is no such name as Li Jung-p‘ing borne 
upon his books, Finally, he declares that 
he is the viclim of a gross injustice on the 
part of the Prefect of Nan-ning, aud per- 
tinaciously disputes that officer s story. Tt is 
evident that the General is relying on the 
absence of witnesses ¢o evade his responst- 
bility for hia want of control over his men, 
aud as it would cause trouble and hardship 
to bring all tha witnesses from Kuangai to 
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Hupei to be arrayed against him, the 
Memorialists would suggest that the Gene- 
ral be cashiered for the time being and 
sent to Kuangsi under escort, to be inter- 
rogated and the true facts of the case eli- 
cited from him with a view to the arrest of 
the murderer and the severe punishment 
of the General, should he prove to have 
willingly screened the offenders from 
justice.—Request granted by Rescript.. 
December 10th.—A Decree announcing 
His Majesty’s intention of proceeding to the 
Ta Kao Tien on the 13th inst., to pray for 
snow. Prayers are to be offered at the same 
time at four other State temples and pre- 
sided over by two princes and two beileh. 
December 11th.—(1) A Memorial from 
Hsii Chih-hsiang, Sub-Director of the 


Court of Sacrificial Worship, directing His 


Majesty's attention to the increasing havoc 
wrought by the Yellow River and praying 
that measures may be speedily considered 
for placing the works in an efticient condi- 
tion in the interests of human life and the 
maintenance of tranquillity within the Em- 
pire. His Majesty was pleased to peruse 
certain representations submitted by the 
Memorialist upon the subject of river 
works in Shantung in the month of Da- 
cember last. A year has now elapsed, 
and yet there are breaches in the lower 
portions of the river that remain unclosed, 
while in the upper sections fresh breachea 
have occurred, inundating the country 
for hundreds of miles, In the month 
of September last Her Majesty the Em- 
press was pleased to order the cessation 
of the work that was going on in the 
northern pleasure grounds of the Palace, 
and the devotion of the money thus set 
free to the relief of the sufferers from these 
inundations, thereby giving evidence of 
the unceasing sympathy with which she 
cares for the welfare of her people, and 
winuing the gratitude of all hearts. Nona 
the less, the evil remains uncured. The 
aame thing will happen next year that 
has happened this ; as soon as one breach 
has been stopped another occurs on the 
other bank; silt and sand accumulate, 
and avy attempt to check their progress 
makes matters worse, while it is equally 
impossible to stem the flood when the 
waters are out. To be of lasting benefit, 
the work must be done effectually once for 
all, and this end can only be compassed by 
a combination of forces and the collection 
of adequate funds, while responsibility 
must be concentrated in the hands of com- 
petent individuals. By thie means only 
can success be ensured, and the constant 
anxiety of the Court in the quarter in 
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question be relieved. With Their Majesties’ 
permiasion the Memorialist will proceed to 
explain himself. 

It ia a universally acknowledged fact that 
the old exits of the Yellow River into the 
sea are blocked by accumulations of sand 
for many hundreds of l1, but the gigantic 
and costly nature of the work required to 
remove these obstructions sugyests the 
raising of embankments in the hope that 
by widening the bed of the river and sacri- 
ficing a certain quantity of land for its use 
its power for mischief may be somewhat 
curtailed, the fact being ignored that ac- 
cumulations are gathering in the lower 
portion of the river, andthe longer attention 
to these is postponed the greater the obstruc- 
tion becomes. As embankments are in- 
creased so does the force of the river grow, 
until the bed when regarded from above has 
the appearance to the eye of an axe, witha 
wide back narrowing to its edge, in which the 
water flows with the same rapidity as rain 
down the slope of a roof. Breaches may 
be closed as soon as they occur, but fresh 
ones only break out, causing an annual ex- 
penditure of hundreds of thousands of 
taels, which might as well be thrown into 
the river for all the good they accomplish, 

Another consideration to be borve in 
view is the shifting nature of the river's 
course, which sometimes flows one way 
and at othera takes a diametrically oppo- 
site direction. If, by chance, it should 
work its way into the metropolitan pro- 
vince, there ia no knowing where it may 
stop, and the contingency is preseuted of 
moillions of starving people, the weak 
amongst whom will lie down and die, 
while the sturdier ones take to wholesale 
theft and brigandage. The lurking embers 
of sedition which still exist in every pro- 
vince may thereby be fanned into flame, 
and a disastrous rebellion thus be created. 
What the Memorialist fears more than 
insults from without is trouble within. 

While recognising, however, the import- 
ance of clearing a passage for the waters of 
the river over the piling up of embankments, 
the fact must be faced that the former 
process will be ten times more costly than 
the latter. The Court is at present occu- 
pied with the,consideration of measures of 
maritime defence, and the reorgauisation 
of the national armaments the advantage 
of which ia not to be gainsaid ; but mari- 
time defence has for its object the guarding 
against insult from without, while river 
1nprovements are a provision against in- 
ternal trouble, and both are urgent matters 
of present state policy. He understands 
that the annual requirements for maritime 


defence donot fall short ofsome Ts. 5,000,000 
to Tis. 6,000,000. The undertaking of 
river improvements on @ large scale will 
require some ten millions or 80, but when 
once the work is done the necessity fora 
large annual expenditure will be avoided, 
and he feels sure that the Court will not 
grudge the outlay of ten millions in the 
interesta of the people aud the preservation 
of millions of lives. | 


It will be necessary, however, to success 
that responsibility be vested in given in- 
dividuals. ‘The Governor of Shantung, 
with the numerous calls upon his atten- 
tion, has no leisure for such an undertak- 
ing even were he ten time as able a man 
as Ch‘én Shih-chieh, the present incum- 
bent, and punish him as one would for 
failures, the end in view would not be fur- 
thered one whit, 


The Director General of the Yellow 
River used to have jurisdiction inShantuug 
as well, and as accidents occur year after 
year in the Honan section over which he 
at present presides, this portion might be 
entrusted to the Governor of Honan and 
the Director General removed to Shan- 
tung, where lie should be given sole control 
and undivided responsibility. It is essen- 
ttal, however, that the otice be entrusted 
to a worthy and competent Minister, in 
whom great conlidence should be placed by 
His Majesty and upon whom high powers 
should be conferred. It is further suyp- 
gested that this high officer be in the first 
instance directed to make a careful survey 
of the whole ground and ascertain its 
features, while gauging popular opinion on 
the subject, and furming his conclusions 
without bias and regardless of contumely, 
the notables of the proviuce on their part 
viewing the matter in a catholic spirit and 
froin the stand-point of the general inter- 
est, 

The general lines upon which action is 
to be based having been laid down, the 
work should be proceeded with, when, if 
the money be not wasted, success will be 
assured. 


The Memorialist then proceeds to sug- 
gest that officers who have a genuine 
speciality in this direction should be re- 
commended to His Majesty for employ- 
ment upon the work, and he dwells upon 
the importance which previous Emperors 
attached to this subject, and suggests that 
the Heada of Boards in Peking be directed 
to deliberate on the action to be taken or 
that it be considered by a Grand Council 
of State. 

(For Decree see Gazette of Noy. 25th.) 
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(2) A Memorial from Chi‘ing Yii, Gov- 
ernor of Féug-t‘ien, aud his colleague. 

There is a standing rule that officers and 
soldiers shall be sent every two years be- 
tween the li hsia and mang chung solar 
periods from Féng-t‘ion to the Hunting 
Reserves to take sixty young deer, which 
are brought to Féug-t‘ien and placed in an 
enclosure where they are kept until the 
cold weather and then sent to Peking to 
stock the [imperial parks. 

Vhe time for taking these young deer 
having come rouud again this yerr, a 
colonel, Na-ch‘in, was sent at the proper 
tine in the summer with soldiers to pro- 
cure them; but he has only succeeded in 
takiny thirty-one head, explaining as the 
reason for his want of success that deer 
are scarce in the Reserves, 

The Memorialists find on reference to 
the records that when an ofticer fails to 
take less than half of the sixty deer that 
are biennially required for stocking the 
Imperial parks, le is denounced to ne 
Majesty in the Memorial dosed ee 
action taken, and permission is aske os 
the officer to be allowed to make good the 
humber in the following year. Ags in the 
present instance more than half the ie 
scribed number has been taken, it is hope 
that His Majeaty will postpone capri 
tions of the Colonel’s shortcomings, au 
allow him to make good next year the 
twenty-nine head that are required to 
complete the irae ue peea a 

equest grante escript, 

Pe igth.—A Sub-Memorial from 
Hsii Chih-hsiang, Sub-Director of the cou 
of Sacriticial Worship, referriug His eee y 
to a Decree recently issued enjoining ne 
exercise of more care in the holding of the 
preliminary testexaminationsfor a ee 
competing FF Peking for the degree of Fr 
vincial Graduate. 

Vat the close of this Decree 1t was see 
that the question of increased anette a 
tion in the Peking examination ae 
considered, in Council on the 21st of Jan- 
nary, 1883, might be allowed to drop. : 

The Memorialist would venture to : - 
serve that kung shéng (salaried Para 
or chien shéng (students of the aa rte 
dewy) from other provinces hee phe 
compete at the examination heldin Pe g 
for the provincial graduate bac Sie u 
the statutes require that the pang s ute 
first man on the list of successful candt- 
dates, shall be taken from amongst the 
hsiw ts‘ai of Chihli. Thus, while the 
hsiang sli) examination tm Peking affords 
an opening for the advancement of talent 
throughout the Highteeu Provinces, it is 
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evident that the examination enclosure is 
actually intended for the accommodation 
of graduates of the Metropolitan Proviuce. 

On the last occasion the preliminary 
examination was very strict, but only some 
hundred or so of candidates from other 
provinc+s were rejected, while over two 
thousand candidates were rejected by the 
Literary Chancellor of the Metropolitan 
Prefecture. This was not due to excessive 
rigour on the part of the Literary Chan- 
cellor, but neither were the whole of the 
two thousand rejected ones devoid of 
scholarship. ‘The real reason for the re- 
jection of so many was that the number to 
be admitted had to be limited by the num- 
ber of cells available in the examination 
enclosure. While candidates who are 


rejected for literary incompetency can have 


nothing to say, those who are shut out 
because there are not enough cella to accom- 
modate them have a grievance. Nine out 
of ten scholars in Chihli are so poor that 
they have to come on foot to Peking with 
their food on their backs, and His Majesty 
will appreciate their feeling when they see 
others going into the examinations while 
they have to turn back with tears of 
vexation, 

two thousand additional cells have been 
coustructed this year at Canton, and yat 
men have to grieve in solitude for want of 
similar facilities in the first city of the 
Empire, a state of things which vexes even 
those scholars who succeed iu entering for 
competition, 

The Memorialist trusts that these con- 
siderations will induce His Majesty to 
direct the Governor of the Metropolitan 
Prefecture and all the Buards concerned to 
consider in concert the carrying out of an 
arrangeinent which was already ayreed 
upon nearly three years ago, (For Decree 
see Gazette of November 25th.) 

December 13th,—No documents of im- 
portance. 

December 14th.—Liao Shou-héug, Min- 
ister of the Tsungli Yamén, reports himself 
on his return from his duties as Examiner 
in Kiangsi. 

(1) A Decree: The Board of Revenue 
represent that a police master of the 
Southern city has allowed his uuderlings 
to rob and plunder, while the Censor of 
the Southern division of the city and others 
represent that certain clerks in the pay 


_ departinent of the Board of Revenue have 


absconded in fear of punishment, and that 
false accusations are unserupulously bronght 
avalnet the police authorities, The Cen- 
sors of the Cuntral Division of the city, 
aguin, report thst certain clerks in the 
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Board of Revenue have absconded in the 
night, and request that orders may be given 
for their apprelension, 

These reports involve charges, on the 
one hand, against government olerks who 
are atated to have absconded froin justice, 
and, on the other, avainst police constables 
who are charged with making pretexts for 
robbery and pillave, the truth or falsity of 
all of which accusations must be sifted to 
the botiom. 

Lhe Board of Punishments will sum- 
mon the witnesses and parties concerned, 
and subject them ¢o animpartial and search- 
ing interrogation, reporting the true state of 
the case to the Throne. 

(2) A Sub-Memorial from Ting Pao- 
chéng, Governor-General of Szechuen. 

The various Hat‘uké‘u of Chamdo are in 
the habit of presenting offerinys of tribute 
to His Majesty once every five years, aud 
the time fur the presentation of these offer- 
ings came round laat year, but the function 
was delayed because the articles were not 
all ready. 

The Commissary and Military Officer 
at Chamdo now report that the various 
Aut'uké's have informed them of the re- 
verent completion of their tribute offerings, 
which have been despatched from Chamdo 
on the 3rd of August in the charge ofa 
Kfanpw, or Lamaist’ Abbot, and others, 
Upon receipt of this report the Memorialist 
at once sent orders by express messenger 
to the various atations inside and outside 
the frontier that due care was to be taken 
of the mission, which was to ba inet and 
escorted on its way. On the arrival of the 
mission at Ch‘éng-tu Fu officers will be 
deputed to send it northwards, aud mean- 
while the Memorialist begs to make the 
foregoing report to Llis Majesty in concert 
with the Tartar General. 


December 15th.—Liu Jui-fén, Minister 
to England and Russia, had audience of 
leave, 

(1) Yao Wén-kuang (MkACHE) is ap- 
pointed General of the Shan Au Cuén Divi- 
gion in Shausi, 

(2) Heng Ming, Assistant Governor of 
Uliasut‘ai, is permitted to vacate his post 
on the score of ill-health, and is retained 
in the capital for employment. 


December 16th.—Prince Kung returns 
thauks for a present of silks and satins. 

(1) Chang Tuan-ch‘ing, the present Fi- 
naucial Commissioner in Kiangsi, ia trans- 
ferred to a similar post in Anhui, and his 
place in Kiangsi is teken by Lu Shih-chieh. 

(2) Haieng Lin (TEE) is appointed Aa- 
sistaut Governor of Uhasut‘ai. 


December 17th.—No documents of im- 
portance. 

December 18th.—(1) A Memoria] from 
Yii Lu, Acting Governor General of the 
Hu Kuang provinces, reporting the death 
of Pfevg ‘Tsu-hsien, Governor of Hupei. 

The Governor, as His Majesty 18 aware, 
was attacked with dysentery during his 
superintendence of the provincial examina- 
tions last autumn, and applied for amonth’s 
leave, which he wasobliged to have renewed 
for another month, though he still con- 
tinued to attend to all important matters 
of business that came within his proviuce. 
The Memorialist, who used constantly to 
go aud see him, noticed that he was 
very feeble and that his appetite deterior- 
ated day by day. He urged him not tv let 
his mind be troubled, but to devote his 
attention to recruiting his streveth with a 
view to rapid recovery ; but the Guvernor, 
sensible of the great favours that had been 
shown him by His Majesty, and apprecia- 
tive of the many difliculties of the time, 
announced lis inteution of reporting him- 
self for duty as soon as his leave had ex- 
pired. His illuess, however, took an un- 
expected turn for the worse ou the 17th 
of Nuvember, and the Governor, knowing 
that he would never be up again, dictated 
his ‘Testamentary Memorial, which he en- 
trusted to the Memorialist for presentation ; 
as his end approached lhe made no reference 
to his.private affairs, and he ‘‘ vacated his 
post” at9a.m. on the 28th. The Memo- 
rialist at once sealed up the Seal of Office 
and other insignia of the deceased, and 
deposited them in the Treasury of the 
Financial Commissioner. 

The Memorial concludes with a enlogy 
of the deceased, who had served his coun- 
try faithfully for over thirty years, and of 
whose sincerity of heart, justice, and ur- 
banity the Memorialist had personal ex- 
perience during the six months they work- 
ed together. His death has been univer- 
sally deplored by all classes. 

For Decree see Gazette of December 18th. 

(2) A Memorial from the Governor of 
Héi-lung Chiang and his colleague. The 
force of 500 men at Hu-lun-pei-érh aud 
Pu-té-ha being unable to go through their 
drill whenevor the snow is deep, thia drill 
is abandoned for three months every year 
in the interests of economy. ‘the same 
rule should naturally be observed this 
winter, but 250 men from Hu-lun-pei-érh 
have already been sent, in part to slrength- 
en the various guard stations that have 
been newly established, which are not sulti- 
clently manned, and in part to open up the 
mountain roads aud expel the Mo-ho gold 
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miners. The men remaining at these two 
towns, 360 in all, will not be drilled for 
three months commencing from the 6th of 
December, aud the money thus saved will 
be devoted to defraying the expenses of 
the 200 men sent from the town of Heh- 
lung Chiang to the Mo-ho. 

Doseiteer 19th.—(i) A Sub-Memorial 
from P‘éng Yii-lin, Military High Com- 
Inissioner at Canton. er 

‘The climate of Kiangsi and Tonking 18 
torrid, and where the frontiers jul there 
is a succession of mountain ranges covered 
With rank jungle and awamp 1 which 
inalarial vapours are perennial. Last year 
when the troops from Hanan and Huai-an 
crossed the frontier for duty in the field, 
they were, being strangers bo the country, 
accustomed to its climate. To add to the 
iiischief, it so happened that the weather 
was excessively wet and changeable, hot on 
day and cold the next, so that the malaria 
poison was intensified, Again, all the men 
in the van of the army were obliged to live a 
holes dug in the ground, in order to avo 
the large shells that burst over. them, auc 
they wore further exposed to the steaming 
heat which caused pestilence to run we 
more at riot, until the living and the ae 
lay mingled together, and the ranks 0 
a whole battalion were voided in a few 
days. After a while there were NO oe 
left, Jarge pits had to be dug, into which 
the dead were laid in flocks like sheep, no 
less than from ten-to twenty thousand men 
having died from first: to last, of whom a 
large number were possibly killed by the 
enemy without the fact having been ascer- 
tained or reported. | 

‘The Memorialiat would venture to re- 
mark with reference to this pitiable state 
of things, that the soldiers 1 question, 
who were doing their duty in the ranks of 
battle and went forth on distant service 
With their lances upon their shoulders, 
were the victims of a malignant polsoll, aud 
died ove after the other, phantom fires 
playing over their lonely graves 1n 4 distant 
land into which their bonea were thrown. 
The oflicera and men reburnlns from Tou- 
king as they passed through Kuangs!, were 
Unauimoua in the assertion that the cries 
of the ghosts of these dead men could be 
heard in the atill watches of a cloudy night. 
Although their case 1S somewhat different 
to that of soldiers who have been killed in 
battle, they none the lews gave their lives 
for their country, and are therefore certain 
ofa place un thie compassionate ligart of His 
Majesty. 

The circumstances, moreover, are very 
similar to those which occurred in the frst 
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year of the reign Chia-ch‘ing, but they 
have never been brought to His Majesty’s 
natice, iu consequence of the withdrawal 
of successive Governors of Kuangsi before 
they could be aacertuined and reported. 
As a feeling of disappointment has thereby 
been caused amongst the army generally, 
aid the relatives of the deceased are 
weepiug in silence, the Memorialist would 
humbly ask His Majesty whether the Goy- 
eruor of Kuangsi could not be instructed 
tu call upon commanders of regiments, and 
other oflicers, to ascertain the names of all 
the soldiers who have dted in camp, and 
submit a list thereof to the Board, that they 
also may share in the marks of compassion- 
ate distinction which have been accorded 


by His Majesty to the officers who have 


died, aid to the officers and rank and file 
who have been killed in battle, : 

Rescript: Let him write to the Gov- 
ernor of Kuangsi calling upon him to aascer- 
tain the precise particulars and report 
them to the Throne. 

Deceinber 20th.—(T) A decree in answer 
to a request from the Governor of Ch‘ahar 
and others for permission to effect certain 
reforms in the postal service of Mongolia. 
These officers complain that the effete con- 
dition into which the postal service has 
lapsed of late, is due to the fact that the 
Mongol officers and soldiers appointed to 
serve at the various stations do not actually 
go there, which leaves these slations insuili- 
ciently manned, 

Lhe Decree yoes on to aflirm the neces- 
sity of the Mongol oflicers and soldiers 
who are appointed to assist in the postal 
service going to the stations at which they 
are called upon to serve, aud the Governor 
of Ch‘ahar is to insist upon the faithful 
performance of this bounden service, in 
accordance with constitutional usage of 
loug standing, any attempt at evasion 
thereof being followed by denunciation 
of the individuals by name to the Throne. 

(2) A Memorial from Liv Ming-ch‘uan, 
Governor of Fohkien and Military. High 
Commissioner in Formosa, denouncing Liu 
Ao, ‘laotai of Formosa aud the Pescadores, 
on four chief counts, viz. disgraceful avari- 
ciousness, deceit, insubordination, and in- 
numerable misdemeanours, 

The Memorialist has earlier reported to 
His Majesty that he had suspended Linu 
Ao from his duties, for acting in collusion 
with dishonest merchants in the appropria- 
tion of likin receipts, and he has now to 
state that since Liu Ao entered upon. his 
duties of Tao-t'ai of Taiwan and the 
Pescadores, the whole contro) of military 
wnatters, including the administration of 
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the military expenditure, has been in his 
individual and sole control, a responsi- 
bility which he should have recoynised 
by giving his whole mind to the placing 
of military matters upon a better fout- 
ing, It was only after the arrival of 
the late Shén Pao-chéng in Formosa that 
any attention was paid to the defences of 
Southern Formosa, but during the years 
that Liu has held the post not only has he 
neglected to make any proper arranvements 
for Northern Formosa and the Pescadores, 
but he has not added a single fort or earth 
work to those constructed by the late 
Governor-General Shén Pao-chéug at An- 
p‘ing or Takow, aud nota single efticient 
inusket or cannon has been bought by him, 
though he wasted enormous sums every 
year. None of his troops were drilled, 
and he availed himself of the reductions in 
pay kept back for absentees, to cloak the 
frauds he perpetrated by drawiny pay for 
troops wlio were non-existent. The result 
was that the strength of the regiments fell 
off more and more, day by diy. 

As regards the question of salt adminis- 
tration in Formosa, Hsia Hsien-lun, the 
predecessor of Liu Ao, devoted great 
energy to its organisation, with the result 
that the annual revenue from this source, 
after deducting working capital and pay 
allowances, was $178,000. When Liu Ao 
succeeded him, he contrived, by the employ- 
ment of his creatures and connivance at 
their shortcomings, to reduce the receipts 
to some $120,000 to $130,000, showing 
that the decay in the prosperity of this 
department also dates from the accession 
of Liu Ao to office, 

The lekin upon opium, tea, and camphor 
throughout I’ormosa was farmed out to 
merchants under arrangements made by 
Chang Méng-yiian, a former ‘lsotai, when 
he took over office, and Chang Méug- 
yiian beiug a man of honest and spotless 
character, not a jot of the receipts ever 
adhered to his fingers, but it has come to 
the Memorialist’s ears that since Lin Ao 
took over the office he has annually appro- 
priated to his own uses some $30,000 from 
opium likin, and $10,000 from tea and cam- 
phor, over and above the regular duties. 
It is, therefore, since Liu Ao arrived that 
frauds have been perpetrated in the likin 
revenue department. 

As regards coal-mining enterprise in 
Northern Formosa, this has never paid, 
owing to the want of competent men to 
manage the matter. The monthly expendi- 
. ture in connection with the mines used, the 
Memorialist is informed, to be from Ts. 
4,000 to Tls. 5,000, butsince Liu Ao took over 
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the management of the concern it has risen 
to Ts. 6,000 or Ts. 7,000, and, later to 
Tila, 8,000, showing that the waste has in- 
creased gice the management came into 
his hands, 

It was the duty of Liu An, in his Iocal 
Official capacity to exercise proper surveil- 
Jauce over his staff of ofticers und to secure 
the peace and prosperity of the people, 
but the Memorialist learus that he appor- 
tioned appointments to the highest bidder, 
piving the most lucrative ones to those who 
paid him best and following these tempo- 
rary appointments up by preferment to 
to substantive posts, high and low; in 
short, taking part in a universal system of 
dishonesty that had personal gaiu for its 
sole end and object, leaving no time for 
attention to adininistrative business. ‘The 
result was that cases of murder and rob- 
bery continued to accumulate day’ by day 
and month by month, aud not a single mur- 
derer was ever arrested, herein displaying 
the eonfusion and demoralisation in the 
administrative system that has come about 
siuce the accession of Liu Ao, 

After the arrival of the Memorialist in 
Formosa he found that the said Taotai bore 
the worat possible reputation. He was 
charyed in a formal petition by Chang 
Haing-o, a former acting Mayistrate of the 
Chany-i District, with leaving no stone 
unturned by which he could line his 
pockets, thereby enriching himself to the 
extent of ‘Tls. 500,000 a year. 

The Memorislist then proceeded toenquire 
into the ex-magistrate’s charges item by item, 
the result of whith was the discovery that 
exclusive of the military pay «nd supply 
departinent which was under his manage- 
ment, and the returns of expenditure cun- 
nected therewith, andaccordingyly in his own 
hands and offering no means of detection, 
the amount of the Taotai’s appropriations 
in the matter of the fonr items of military 
expenditure, salt administration, lekin, and 
coal, was over some T'ls. 200,000 per an- 
uum. 

Although it has not been poasible to 
ascertain the precise details, the general 
facta are known to every one in Formosa 
acd Fuhkein, while Ho Chiug, the late 
Governor-General sent special officers on 
several occasions to enquire into the 
misdoings of Liu Ao, which he openly 
alluded to to everyone lhe met, but none the 
less he hushed up and bore with, being 
unwilling to expose him outright. Liu 
Ao, when he found he had a supporter, 
became more despotic than ever, and fol- 
lowed his own bent in every casa without 
the slightest apprehension cor hesitation. 
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He published in book form all the personal 
recriminations which had been indulged in 
in the correspondence between HoChingand 
himeelf, in order to manifest the Governor- 
Generals’ shortcomings, aud he distributed 
this book through all the provinces. 

During the twelve months that the 
Memorialist has been in Formosa the said 
‘l'ao-t‘ai has never once asked his instruc- 
tions or awaited the Memorialist’s endorse- 
ments upon his reports in the conduct of 
any matters in Formosa, such as the en- 
listment of irregulars, the expenditure of 
public monies, the appointment of olticers 
for special duty, or the temporary filling up 
of vacancies, and whenever the M emurialist 
did object to anything, he paid nv atten- 
tion whatever to his ovjections. 

In the month of November last year he 
addressed a Memorial in his own name to 
the Throne in which he referred to him- 
self as having been directed by Imperial 
Command to deal with the defeuces of 
Southern Formosa, implying thereby that 
he was not amenable to superior authorily. 
He informed the Memorialist that he had 
drawn up this Memorial for preaentation 
to the Throne. The Memorialiat does not 
know whether it ever came under the 
Sacred Glance, but the draft of the \e- 
morial was printed in the foreign nesws- 
papers and distributed throughout te 
mosa, in Fuhkien, the jurisdictions of the 
Southern and Northern Maritime divisions, 
and Canton, 

Furthermore, after the Imperial troops 
retreated from Kelung on the 1st of ae 
last year, the funds for the pay of the 
soldiers in Nor. hern Formosa were ineuffi- 
cient, and not only did the Tao-t*al Bae 
all assistance, but on the 7th of October 
he suddenly wrote to K‘al-hua, the acting 
Commander-in-Chief, and General T's ‘uo 
Chih-chung, telling them to Imcrease the 
allowance for camp followers to the twelve 
battalions in Northern Formosa to the i 
- complement of 192 men, dating from the 6th 
of August. The Memorialist thereupon 
arranged that three of the battalions uuder 
Sun K‘si-hua should begin to receive the 
extra grant from the 21et of August, while 
the rest of the battalions should commmence 
to do soa month later. The Tao-t’a knew 
perfectly well that there was »o monty tn 
Northern Formosa to pay the troops with, 
and his intention was to necessitate the 
early disbandment of the various batta- 
lious. Fortunately at this juncture the 
Tamait: Customs sent a remittance of Tls. 
50,000 and over Tia. 100,000, more were 
discovered in the Prefectural Treasury 
cheat in ‘Tai-pei Fu, which had accumu- 
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lated from the surplus revenue derived 
from various items, and so the crisis was 
tided over. | 

In the month of November His Majesty ; 
with anxious thought for the danger which 
threatened Formosa, issued peremptory 
commands to various provincial high au- 
thorities to come to the aid of the island 
with contributions of munitions of war aud 
funds, a continous supply of which then 
bevan to flow in. 

In October and November, although the 
port was blockaded, the blockade was not 
strictly euforced, so the ‘Taotai, fiuding 
that commutication between the mainland 
aud Northern Formosa for the trantsport 
of military stores was atill open, wrote in 
the end of December to the foreign Con- 
sula (7?) potuting out that the biuckade was 
ineffectual, In the middle of December 
he reported to the Meimorialist that he 
had given instructions for a sum of Tis, 
2,000,000 to be raised by conbribulion 
throughout the whole of Forinosa, but he 
never issued the necessary orders to the 
several District Magistrates. He further 
informed the Memorialist that payment of 
these contributions into his chest had com- 
menced on the 26th of December, that 
gleps had already been taken to purchase 
wac material, aud that the pay of the troops 
required for the defence of the island was 
secured. He therefore wrote to request 
Tao Tsung-t'ang, Yang Ch‘ang-chiiu and 
the Memorislist to draw up a Memorial to 
this effect, writing at the aume time to the 
provincial high authorities iu a similar 
sense, With the apecial object of dispelling 
His Majesty’s fears, aud allaying any an- 
xiety the Court might entertain for the 
rescue of Formosa, and preventing the 
provincial authorities from contributing 
stores and money for the defence of the 
island. 

The Tao-t‘ai has not yet taken steps to 
raise the subscriptions he talked of, his 
action being simply a cunning device to 
hamper the progress of operation which 
were of the most vital importance to For- 
mosa, but space will not allow of a detailed 
exposition of hia crafty designs, 

Ch‘en Ming-ch‘ih, expectant Tao-t‘ai of 
Kiangsu, has informed the Memorialist 
verbally that at the end of last year he 
was deputed by Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, Gov- 
ernor-General of Fuhkien, to pruceed to 
T‘aiwan and ascertain the amount of the 
publio mouey in the Treasury chest, and 
he stated in his written raport that during 
the period between Aupust and January 
the chests of the Taotai and Prefect con- 
tamed with earlier deposits aud monies 





newly paid in, a sum amounting in 
all to Ts. 1,900,000, besides which there 
were the accumulated deductions on ac- 
count of the pay of absentees, with the 
reserve fund for the purchase of grain, the 
two iteins amounting to over ‘I'ls, 200,000. 
Deducting from the revenue derived from 
the ‘famaui Customs receipts and the Lilian 
and salt tax in North Formosa, a sum of 
T'ls. 120,000 appropriated to that section, 
another of fla. 70,000 set apart for the 
pay of the troops in the same area, and a 
third item of ‘Tis, 150,000 reserved by the 
Taotai for the use of the Chang-hua and 
Chia-i districts, the sum total, therefore, 
of the monies which Southern Formosa 
had in hand during the period specified 
was Tls, 1,000,000. Yet in the beginning of 
Jauuary the ‘'aotai declared that there was 
no money to pay for the troops in Southern 
Formosa and there was imminent danzer 
ofamutiny! Now, if it was actually the 
case that he was without fuuds, he must 
have been guilty of enormous misappro- 
priations ; if it was not the case, he has 
exposed himself to the still more serious 
charge of keeping back on various pretexts 
funds with which he ought to have come 
to the assistance of the Northern portion 
of the island. ; 

During the year ending with the middle 
of June last, the total expenditure in 
Northern Formosa for pay of troops, re- 
wards, etc., and arrears of pay did not 
reach Tle. 1,000,000, Now, according 
to the report of the Taotai, the troops 
in Southern Formosa were paid every 
forty-five days, It is difficult, therefore, 
to understand how in six mouths over 
Tis. 1,000,000 were spent in pay. As the 
Taotai has the sole control of his accouut- 
aucy, it is more than probable that he has 
been making surcharyea, either by falsify- 
ing the accounts or pretending that he has 
spent money which he really never did 
spend, and if hie depredativns are to be 
put a stop to, his accounts ought to be 
examined item by item. 


After Liu Ao was suspended, the Memo- 
rialist at once deputed Lu Po-yang, ex- 
pectant Taotai of Kiangsu, to go to South- 
ern Formosa and to seal up all the accounts 
and papers in the accountancy office, in 
concert with the Taotai and Prefect until 
an examination of them should ke made, 

Seeing that the various charges ageinat 
the Tuotai are of a very grave hature, com- 
prising, as they do, accusations of grasping 
avarice, infraction of the law, embezzle- 
ment of huge suma of public money, the 
hampering of military operations and in- 
subordination, it becumes the duty of the 
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Moemorial'st to request that His Majesty 
will command that Liu Ao be deprived of 
his rank as a preliminary step, and, fur- 
ther, to beg that a special officer of probity 
and high standing may be sent to Formosa 
to enquire into the whole case, in order 
that the law may be vindicated ond a warn- 
ing example administered to covetous and 
dishonest persona. 

The Memortaliet has to add that space 
does not admit of enumerating all the 
offences of the accused, and that he has 
therefore merely set forth the circum- 
stances connected wish the Military, Salt, 
Likin, and Cval departments, and denounced 
him thereon. He begs to submit for the 
consideration of Her Majeaty the Empress 
and His Majesty the suggestion as to whe- 
ther or no the Yamén of Liu Ao in For- 
mosa and his residence and property in 
Hunan ought to be searched aud put under 
ofticial seal pending further action, 

For Decree see Gazette of November 
25th. , 
December 21st-22nd,—The whole of the 
issues of these two days is occupied with 
the report of Elsi Chén and Wei Jung- 
kuang, the high officera sent to Formosa to 
enquire into the charges brought against 
Liu Ao, Tao-t‘ai of Formosa, by Liu Ming- 
ch‘uan, the Military Commissioner aud 
Governor of Fulhkien. 

December 23rd.—(1) Ts‘ao K'o-chung, 
Naval Commander-in-chief in Kuangtung, 
is allowed to vacate his post on the plea of 
ill health, and in a separate decree an 


officer called Fang Yao ( Fr ie) is appointed 
to succeed him. 

(2) A Decree lamenting the death of 
Chang Chia-hsiang, Junior Vice-Presidént 
of the Board of Civil Office, and one of 
His Majesty’s Instructors. A to lo pall is 
to be furnished for his obsequies, a Betleh 
and ten officers of the Guard are to offer a 
libation before his remaina, Tls. 2,000 are 
to be granted from the Privy Purse in aid 
of his funeral expenses, and all penalties 
recorded against him are to be cancelled. 
His son Chang Yu-p‘ei is to be given the 
title of chi 741 and to be allowed to compete 
for the degree of Metropolitan graduate, 
while his other two sons are to be presented 
to His Majesty by the Board of Civil Oftice 
so soon as they shall have reached a fitting 
age. 

December 24th.—The Governor of the 
Metropolitan Prefectures reports a fall of 
snow in Peking to the depth of two inches 
and upwards. Pien Pao-ch‘iian, Governor 
of Honan, had audience of leave. 

(1) Li Hung-tsao is appointed Junior 
Vice-President of the Board of Civil Odtice, 
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and Chou Chia-mei is to succeed him as 

acting Senior Vice-President of the same 
oard, : 

(2) Fang Yu-S)-éng (FFP) #8 appointed 

General of the Shao Lien Division in 

Kuangtung. 

(3) ‘the Governor of Shantung penee 8 
the progress of the steps he is taking to close 
two large breaches in the Yellow River 
embankments at Sao-kou and Chao-chuang 
which have earlier been reported to the 
Throne, ‘he curreut is so strong at ure 
chuang and the water 80 deep that the 
Memorialiat has been obliged to cut two 
channels of derivation in order to etal 
the pressure upon this breach which ce 
hopes to close, simultaneously whe as 
other, in the early part of Decem ner, a 
soon as the channels of derivation are 
completed. 

(4) The same officer reports the con- 
clusion of the work of clearing the Shang- 
tung purtion of the bed of the Ko-chin ey 
at the request of the Goveruor-Genera a 
Hung-chang, through whose province Me 
Hoaiian-hui river runs entering the Ko-chin 
river and thence emptying into the ge 
The section of the river now vr 7 
48,000 feet long, with a surface Ww! i o 
80.90 feet and a varying depth of oe 
two to three feet. She total coat, inclu ; 
ing voluntacy- subscriptions to the awoun 
of Tis, 4,800, was Ta, 9,800. ; ¢ 

December 25th.—The greater abe ae oF 
this day’s issue ia occupied with a Memo 
rial from Hsi Chéu, special high commis- 
Sioner sent to investigate the wate 
against the Tao-t‘ai of Formosa, ae 
colleague, reporting on the case 0 Oe 
Ch‘éng, captain of the Yang Wu - ae 
during the naval engagement at “B00 
anchorage Inst year, who wae ate 
by the late Tso Tsung-tang aud also 
Governor-General for deserting hie ebtp, a 
had been accordingly seuteuced to deat a 

The Memorialists’ instructions being 
the effect that this matter was 60 oe 
of the objects of their sabes eae ri ved 
went to Pagoda Anchorage at the c : 
clusion of their enquiry Mt yo All 
took up their quarters at the Arsenal. Sie 

The charges against Chang Ch th be 
that, although he was Military foe y 
or Commodore, and hence In oan a 
the fleet, he did not go on boar Me ow 
wutil the flag which was the aigna wf ba 
tle had been hoisted, and that after ring 
only one shot he ran his ship close ln shore 

ted her. 8 
ake lsat is Chang Ch‘éug’s own 
version of the story, as aubmitted by him- 


self :— 


He states that he was in command of 
the Yang Wu, and that at 7 a.m. on the 
23ed of August last year, when the tide 
was high, he made ready for action, as 
he expected that an engagement would 
shortly take place. At L p.m. the enemy sud- 
denly opened fire with their big guns, and 
orders were promptly given to the guuners 
ou board the Yang Ww to return the fire. 
In a very few moments the vessel was badly 
injured, and heeled over and sank, where- 
upon he was thrown into the river and 
carried by the current to a creek up stream 
near a Village called Chiin Chu Heiang, 
where he was picked up out of the water 
by a Lieutenant called Wu. He was not, 
he said, acting as Military Secretary or 
Commodore, and all he could do was to 


fight his own ship, 


Enquiries were thereupon addressed by 
the Memorialists to the Officer-in-charge 
of the Arsenal, who replied that Chang 
Ch‘éng was appointed to the post of Mili- 
tary Secretary or Commodore five years ago 
by Admiral P‘éng Ch‘u-han, but that when 
Chang P‘ei-lun came to Foochow he asked 
permission only to appoint Chang Ch‘éng 
as Colonel of the Min An division, with 
chief command of the vessels of war belong- 
ing to that division, sending at the same 
time a copy of Pfeng Ch‘u-han’s letter of 
appointment to Chang Ch‘éng to the Board. 
Hence it would appear that Chang Ch‘éng 
had held the positon of Commodore for 
some years, and all that can be said for 
him is that he was not appointed to the 
office by Chang P‘ei-lun. 

Further evideuce was taken from one 
Jung Shang-ch‘ien, a cadet and gunnery 
instructor on bvard the Yang Wu at the 
time of the engagement, and a seaman 
called Wu, the former of whom stated that 
Chang Ch‘éng was acting as Commodore, 
and that the whole squadron was under his 
leadership. At the commencement of the 
7th moon last year there was a blow from 
the north, accompanied by high tides, and 
when the tide was ebb the stern of the 
Yang JV pointed directly towards the bows 
of Courbet’s ships, At ten o'clock on the 
23rd of Auguat, he, the deponent, suddon- 
ly saw the flag on the mainmast of Courbet’s 
ship Jowered half way down, and he at once 
told Chang Chéng to get ready, Chang 
Ch ‘éug erroneously imayvined that this was 
the signal of the death of an officer in the 
French ship, but while the point was being 
discuased the flag on Courbet’s ship was 
agaiu hoisted and the gune in the tops 
poured ont a perfect hail of bullets, which 
killed a number of people. He and an- 
other cadet theu fired three rounds at 


Courbet’s ship from the stern gun of the 
Yang Wu, and five men were struck 
down. By this time the stern of the Yasg 
Wu had been biown away by a fish 
torpedo, and the engine-room had been 
destroyed by a shell which burst the boiler, 
«efter which there were several feet of 
water in the hold, aud the vessel turned 
over on her side. Chang Ch‘éng at first 
took refuge behind the must in order to 
avoid the shells, but le afterwards stood at 
the head of the skylight, from whence he 
signalled to the engineer to start the en- 
gines ; and after the vesael was destroyed he 
jumped into the water, though when this 
was, he, the deponent, did not kuow. 

Wu, the seaman, deposed that he was 
captain of the bow gun of the Yang Wu. 
At 1 p.m. on the 23rd of August, the 
‘‘fighting flag” waa hoisted, and his ship 
thereupou hoisted theirs, but the halyards 
broke ; the French ships opened fire and a 
torpedv boat also came; the ship’s carpen- 
ter took a hammer and slipped the coupling 
of the anchor chaiv, whereupon Chang 
Ch‘éug gave orders tu start the engines and 
turned the vessel round, firing the guna at 
the French ships; there were tlree broadside 
guns On the ship which were also fired two 
or three times each; as the Yang Wu 
turned, the French guns kept on striking 
her, and in a very sliort time she was 
sinashed, and turned over on her side, over 
a hundred men being killed. He, the 
deponent, jumped into the water at the 
same time as Ohang Ch‘éug, but he did not 
kuow where Chang Ch‘éng got ashore. 

The evidence of the Eugineer of the 
Yang Wu, Kuo Heiin by name, who is now 
at Nanking, was also taken, as well as that of 
a fireman ou board the ship, and their state- 
ments corroborated the evidence taken by 
the Memorialisis. Euquiry, too among the 
luhabitauts of Chiin Chu Hsiang elicited 
the universal statement that Chang Ch’éng 
did actually get ashore there out of the 
river. Another witness has been sent for 
aud has not yet arrived, but as the actual 
facts as above related have been av clearly 
ascertained, he need not be confronted 
with the accused. 

The Memorialists would observe that 
Chang Ch‘énug was not in supreme oom- 
mand at the engagement of Pagoda An- 
chorage, nor could he alone decide whether 
or no the battle should take place, 
so that, as His Majesty’s Dvoree most 
truly remarks, the blaine cannot be laid on 
him alone. Nevertheleas he had long since 
heen appointed Commodore, while the 
Yung Wu, which he commanded, was the 
firat fighting slup in the Foochow squa- 
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dron. Before the action commenced, he 
had made wo preparation whatever, and 
when the near approach of hostilities had 
already transpired, he continued to look on 
and engage in discussion, When the fight 
had actually commenced he could not make 
au energetic resistance or sell his life like 
Ch‘ény Ying and othera in the defence 
of his ship, aud although enquiry has shown 
that he did not join his ship just before 
the fivhting commenced, nor did he fire 
but a single shot, his conduct in deserting 
his vessel under the circumstances showed 
a coutempt for the foe and personal cow- 
ardice fur which he has been properly 
sentenced by His Majesty to decapitation 
after the usual term of incarceration. It 
appears, therefore, to the Memorialists 
that the matter requires n» further con- 
sideration. —Rescript: Let the Buard of 
Punishments take coguisance, 


December 26th.—(1) Chang Hsii (fe Be ) 


is appointed Financial Commissioner uf 
Kuaugtung. 

(2) A Decree acknowledging the receipt 
of a joint report from the Boards of Works 
aud Revenue upon the proposals with re- 
ference to the Yellow River submitted by 
Haiti Chih-hsiang and others, in which re- 
port it is requested that a high oflicee may 
be sent to make a careful survey of the 
whole ground. 


Since the bursting of the bank of the 
Yellow River at Tung Wa-haiang over 
thirty years ago, the bed of the river haa 
been continually raised higher and higher 
by deposits of silt, which force the water to 
one side or the other, and annually cause 
overfluwa or breaches. 

The Court has spared no expense in 
taking the necessary precautions against 
mishap, but the measures for keeping the 
river under control have not gone beyoud 
the construction of embankments, clearing 


obstructions, and arranging for the diver- 


sion of the water iuto separate channels. 

The matter has formed the subject of 
repeated representation from Our servants, 
and of consideration by provincial high 
authorities, but the views adopted are by 
no means uniform, and no definite opinion 
has ever been come to, while the annually 
recurring disasters from fluod to which the 
provinoe of Shantung is subj-cted cause 
Us continual disquietude of mind. 

Lhe breaches at Sao Kou and Chao 
Chuang which occurred thia year have not 
yet been closed, and there is imperative 
ueed for the general conditions of the con- 
figuration of the land to be critically in- 
vestigated aud a definite and immutable 
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course of action decided upon after careful 
consideration, for this alone will serve to 
do away with the havoc which the river 
works create, and preserve the lives of the 
people. 

Woe have already commanded Chang Yao 
to inspect the river-ways of Shantung, 
and we now order him to proceed thither 
by Government post. He will select ee 
necessary staff he requires with care, au 
they will also travel with him at Govern- 
ment charge. ; 

We positively charge the gaid soe 
to mapect the river personally, both in the 
Upper and lower sections, and to cola 
detinitely the actual channel by which the 
Yellow River should with best advantage 
be carried into the sea. He will further 
carefully consider what should be done in 
the direction of embankment creda a 
basing his opinion upon the mea 
the en foraadon he ee gather ar 
an extensive collection of the genera 
views which are expressed on the subject, 
and he will aubmit an estimate of the cost 
of the middle way which he may juries 
upon, awaiting Our commands with reLer 
ence thereto. _ 

(3) His Majesty announces his irre 
of engaging in a further series of sta 
prayers fur anow upon the 29th inst. 


4) Chane Yao, Governor of Kuangsl, 
ee fie couclcalon of the work of pee 
ing the moats round Peking. This Pile 
Was commenced at > a.m. upon the Lot ae 
Auguat, the time selected by the Imperta 
Board of Astronomy as being rear aie 
pitious, and was concluded on the 4th o 
December. 

The section on the northern face of oe 
city between the point known as oa as 
Tai, or fisherman's terrace, and the - in e 
lung Bridge, has been left untouched, ae 
did not affect the reat of the mouts. P he 
work on the canal, also, bebween the L z 
hua and Tung-pien Gates, has atte “ 
porarily postponed pending the ing 
off of the water by the Grain se Nae 
when all the gram has been brough Sea 
The repairs to this section will ba under- 
taken next spring. ; 

December 27th.—(1) A Decree ordering 
the immediate dismissnl of Kuel Hsiang 
Imperial Agent at Urga, in conformity a 
the decision arrived at by the Boar ‘ 
War, eto., to whom his shortcomings 1p the 
matter of certain extortionate practices 
indulged in by his subordinates were re- 

for consideration. 
to) Wau Chung-han, the present Taotat 
at Wéachow, is appointed Judge of Shensi. 


(3) Sé Léng-o, the Imperial Resident in 
Tibet, is transferred to the Imperial Agency 
at Urga, and Wén-sho, Sub-ohancellor of 
the Grand Secretariat, is appointed to the 
Residentship in ‘Tibet, with the brevet 
ravk of Deputy Lieutenant-General. Both 
oflicers are authorised to proceed to their 
respective posts by government post, and 
pending the arrival of Sé Léng-o at Urga, 
the duties of agent are to be performed by 
Nahsiinch‘ok‘otfu, the Mongol Agent. 

(4) A Sub-memorial from the Board of 
Revenue, 

On the Ist of the moon, Sun Chao-lin, 
Chfai Tafun-i and others, clerks in the 
pay department vf the Memorialiat’s Board, 
complained that two days previously their 


families had been ejected by a body of 


police and others, their women-folk beaten, 
their houses robbed, and the doors sealed wp. 

The Pulice master of the southern city 
was thereupon sent for and called upon to 
explain, when he said that his runners had 
reported to him that the house belonged to 
some clerks in the Board of Revenue who 
had abandoned it andabsconded, The matter 
was then brought to the notice of the Police 
Censor and the house was closed and sealed ; 
enquiry was then made of the Police 
Censor, who stated that it had been re- 
ported to him that Sun and Chai, clerks 
in the Board of Revenue, had closed their 
doors aud absconded, so he had given 
orders for seals to be put on the doors 
pending further action. On receipt of the 
Board’s enquiry he had personally iuter- 
rogated the pulice Magistrate who declared 
that the houses had been taken over be- 
cause the occupants had absconded, that 
he had himself taken the inventory, and 
that nothing was stolen, nor were any 
women ejected. Thea Oensor went on to 
say that the action taken was in perform- 
auce of a public duty ; that the statements 
both of the clorks and police were ex-parte, : 
and that the absconding clerks must be sent 
to him for interrogation, aud then passed 
on to the Board of Punishments to be dealt 
with, 

Next followéd a Memorandum from the 
Board of Punishments who stated that the 
case of certain absconding clerks had been 
brought to their notice by the Police 
Censor of the Southern division, and they 
wished to know what offence the said clerks 
had committed, and whether or uo they 
had absaconded. 

The Memorialists have to state that the 
registers in the military pay department of 
their Board being now in process of 
acrutiny, all the Olerks and others attached 
to the department are iu daily atteudance 
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sleeping at night in their offices, and there 
lias been no question of absconding at all. 
They are ata loss to understand why the 
Police Master should falsely state that the 
clerks had absconded and proceed to seal 
their doors up, keeping such insufficient 
control over his runners that they com- 
mitted acta of robbery. Then, when the 
Board enquired of the Censor who was 
responsible, their enquiries were met by 4 
hasty and ill-advised repetition of the 
ex-parte statements of the Police-master, 
and they were further told to send their 
clerks to the Police Censor to be parsed 
on by him to the Board of Punishments. 
Finally, while the Memorialists were con- 
sidering the action to be taken, the Censor, 
without awaiting their reply, simply turned 
the case over to the Board ot Punishments, 

The Memorialists venture to hold the 
opinion that in the event of any clerks 
doing duly in the various Yaménsa of Pek- 
lng being guilty of irregularities or breaches 
of the law, it naturally devolves upon their 
immediate superiors to ascertain the nature 
of their offence aud to send them to the 
Board, and if they should be concerned in 
outside litigation and take refuge in their 
own Yamén they can be indicated by name 
and be produced, 

In the present instance the clerks in 
question were both at their Yamén and 
performing their ordinary duties, nor has 
anything been heard of their creating 
trouble outside. How comes it, than, that 
the Police Master of the southern division 
of the City seals up their residences aud 
allows his underlings to piunder them, 
reducing their women folk to the condition 
of homeless wanderers? ‘The Censor, 
furthermore, takes no pains to discover the 
ing and outs of the case, but accepts aud 
holds to the false statement of the Police 
Master that the clerks have absconded, 
Ashe declared they had absconded, how 
came he to ask the Hoard to produce them ? 
His action appears to the Board to be so 
tinusual that they have to request His 
Majesty to instruct the Court of Censors 
to ascertain by searching enquiry the 
precise reason why the Police Master 
innde a false report, and if their en- 
quiries should lead to the discovery of 
any extraneous incidents, that they may be 
called upon, as a preliminary step, to de- 
nounce and punish the said Police Master. 
They would further request that the police 
runners be sent to the Board of Punish- 
ments for examination. 

They have to add that seven houses in 
all have, according to the Censor’s letter, 
been closed, and it ia necessary that the 
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names of the owners of the other five 
should be ascertained, The clerks Sun and 
Ch‘ai will continue to do duty at the 
Board and will be ready to appear when 
called for to give evidence, but as there 
is much work to do in connection with 
the inspection of the registers of the pay 
office, 1t is hoped they will be sent back 
to the Board at the conclusion of their 
examinatiou, and not be detained in cus- 
tody. For decree see Guzette of December 
14th. 

(5) A memorial from the Censor of the 
ceutral division of the Chinese cities of 
Peking giving hia version of the above 
affair, asserting his conviction that Sun and 
and other clerk called Ho have absconded, 
and adding that five others have absconded 
in connection with certain frauds which 
have recently been brought to light. He 
prays that the Police authorities of Peking 
may be commanded to arrest these persons 
and hand them over to the Board of Punish- 
ment as a warning to extortionate clerks 
generally, and in the interesta of the Board 
of Revenue. (See also Gazette of Decem- 
ber 14th.) 

December 28th.—(1) A Memorial from 
the Censor of the southern division of the 
Metropolis giving his version of the closing 
of certain houses belunving to clerks in the 
Board of Revenue who were supposed to 
have absconded, and praying His Majesty 
to direct the Board of Punishments to get to 
the bottom of the matter by searching in- 
terrogation. 

He states that on the 4th and Sth of 
December the Police Master of the 
southern division of the City, Li Sien-chia 
by name, reported to him that one Sun and 
other clerks in the pay department of the 
Board of Revenue, had absconded, leaving 
seven houses vacant, 

As the Board of Revenue was in 
process of investigating and dealing with 


the question of pay issue, and the abscond- 


ing of these clerks was a sudden act, 
the memorialist and his associates were 
afraid that the opportunity would be 
taken by lawless characters to plunder 
these houses and possibly give rise to 
further trouble which, ag police anthori- 
ties, it wae their duty to prevent, so 
orders were given for the houses to be 
officially sealed for the time being under 
the superintendence of an assistant Police 
Magistrate, and they were further placed 
under the surveillance of the police, while 
the Board was written to on the subject. 
While the case was in process of inves- 
tigation, and during the progress of a read- 
ing and exposition of the ‘* Sacred Edict” 
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by the memoriaiist in the temple to the 


God of Medicine upon the 6th of Decem- 


ber, & petition was presented to him by 
one Tai An, a clerk in the Board of 
Punishments aud the father of Yang Chung- 
yén, aclerk in the pay department of the 
Board of Revenue. ; 

Tu this petition it was stated that certain 
Police runners, falsely asserting themselves 
to charged with the duty of aflixiug official 
Beals, had frightened and beaten the 
women folk, driven them out into the 
streets, and made a clean sweep vf the 
contents of the house, Shortly afterwards 
a@ memorandum was received frum Po Ch‘, 
@ secretary in charge of the Superintend- 
enucy department of the Board, Informing 
the Moemorialiat that similar complaints 
had been made by two clerka called Sun 
and Ch‘ai, ‘Lo this a suitable reply was 
sent which is on record. 

Sui Tien-chia, the Police Master, next 
reported that Po Ch‘i when he summoned 
him, the Police Master, for interrogation, 
had angrily struck the judicial table and 
made use of abusive language towards him, 
further compelling him to enter jute cer- 
tain recognisances. 

The Memorialist and his associates were 
greatly surprised at this intelligence, and 
they would now observe that the long eata- 
blished system of fraudulent appropriations 
which is carried onjby the clerks in the pay 
department is extensive in Its proportions, 
and the general stampede of clerks that re 
now taken place ia due, as 1s universa y 
known, toa fear lest they should be a 
verely dealt with in connection with the 
misdemeanours of Fu Haien, 4 Becton) 
of their departmeut who has been eget 
dismissed. Having now learnt that ° 
past is to be ignored and. preceulyns 2 y 
taken againat future delinquencies, e 
clerks have returned, and trumpe 7 up 
false charges in the hope of cloaking | ie 
mistake, forgetful of the fact that 1 i 
outrages they complain of did actua ly 
tuke place, they should at least ee : 
ported the circumstance at the police 9) ~ 
the next day. How comes it, it may : 
asked, that they put this duty off for sbi 
days and that the Board then sudden fee 
fur the Police Master? It may be 4 de 
that it waa not only one house that was 
abandoned, but that seals have been put on 
two other houses in the central division 
of the City. The pillage which has been 
falaely laid to the charge of the police is 
absolutely denied by them, and nothing 
therefore but an investigation of the facta 
by criminal process will enable the actual 


circumutauces to be ascertained, 
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It accordingly becomes the duty of the 
Memorialist to request His Majeaty to 
command the Board of Punishmeuts to 
sift this case to the bottom and to deal 
with the delinquents with uncompromising 
severity. 

(2) The Superintendent of Customs at 
Huat-an reports the completion of au order 
for 900 pencils of various kinds for Im- 
perial use at a cost of Tls. 2,432. 

December 29th.—(1) Yitan Fén-ch‘ih 
(HEA th): Secretary of the ‘I'sung-li 
Yamén, is appointed Tao-t‘ai at Wénchow. 


(2) A Memorial from Liu Ming-ch‘uan, 
Commissioner of defeuce in Formosa and 
Governor of Fulikien, reporting the steps 
he has taken to confiscate the property of 
Liu Ao, late Tao-t‘ai of Formosa, now 
under sentence of death. 

On receipt of a secret communication 
from the Graud Council conveying Hig 
Majesty’s approval of tne Memorialiat’s 
earlier suggestions, he at once handed Lin 
Ao over to the custody of the acting Prefect 
of T‘ai-pei, and delegated two officers tu 
proceed by steamer to the city of T'ai- 
wan Fu and there confiscate any property 
they could find at the place of Liu Av’s 
official abode. 

Iu due course these officers reported that 
on the 19th of September they carefully 
collected all the property they could tind 
in Liu Ao’s official place of residence, and 
put seals on his treasury. ‘They then sent 
for brokers, who valued the confiscated 
property at Tls. 1,300 odd, as by list en- 
closed. They added that Liu Ao had sent 
his son, with some members of his family, 
on two occasions with boxes of valuables 
to Hunan, his place of domicile, and had 
only kept a concubine or concubines and a 
few women servants at his official resi- 
dence, which accounted for the amall 
amount of money and valuables found 
there, 

In reporting the above for His Majesty’s 
iuformation, the Memorialist has to add 
that the Commissioners Hsi Chén aud Wei 
Yung-kuang reached T'ai-pei Fu on the 
2nd of September, and left at the conclu- 
sion of their enquiry upon the llth of 
October. 

(3) A Mewmorial from the Governor of 
Hunan reporting the steps he has taken to 
effect a similar seizure of the property of 
Liu Ao at Lin-hsiane Hsien in Yo-chow 
Iu. 

The seizure was effected by the Prefect, 
the Acting Magiatrate and another, who, at 
Memorialist’s direction, went to the home 


| of Liu Ao with the utmost secrecy, 
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The house contained 68 chien, aud ita 
only occupants were a concubine of Liu 
Ao’s father, and his second son's wife and 
her little boy. His three sons, with their 
families, were with him at his post. 

A thorough search of the premises was 
made, which led to the discovery of the 
following articles ; 47 trunks containing over 
400 articles of clothing ; 56 bales of cloth ; 
200 articles of clothing and female orna- 
ments ; 1,100 articles of crockery, meal 
and wood ; 40 and more title deeds repre- 
senting a value of some ‘I'ls. 10,000 to ‘Ils, 
15.000; $140 in ready money, aud 420 
piculs of grain. 

The trunks having been duly numbered, 
seals were put upon them, asywell as upon 
all the other articles found in the house 
and the house itself, over which a guard 
was placed. ‘The title deeds were handed 
over to the District Mayistrate to be de- 
posited in his chest, 

A neighbour, anu official related to the 
family, and a person who kept the accounts 
of the establishment deposed upon exam- 
ination that none of the property had 
been removed or concealed and entered 
into recoguisances to this effect, their 
bounds being deposited with the rest of the 
papers relating to this case, together with 
a plan of the house, 

Rescript:—We have taken cognisance. 
Let the property and house in question be 
put under seal, and let officers be set to 


guard it until the case has been decided 
and: our further pleasure made kuown. 


December 30th.—No documents of im- 
portance, 


December 3ist.—Chang Yao, Governor 
of Kuangai, had audience of leave on his 
departure for Shantung. 

(1) The Acting Governor-General at Foo- 
chow reports the despatch of a second iu- 
stalment of the subsidy due to Peking for 
the present year, 

The total subsidy required for the year 
is made up of the following sums :— 





For the Imperial Household......... 50,000 
Additional general subsidy from li- 
kin and customs dues ..............- 100 000 
For northern defence ...........cc0eee. 140,000 
Contribution to N E. froutier de- 
FOINCO LUNG ossncsscdecnrsdcsviwecsciaees: 80,000 
370,000 





The remainder of thia day’s issue is oo- 
eupied with a jotut Memorial from P‘eng 
Yii-lin, Imperial Commissioner of Coast 
defence in Kwantung, and the Governor 
General and Governor of the Proviuce, 
reporting the result of their investigation 
into certain charges of engaging in land 
lotteries brought against a certain Colonel 
Li-yao and others, The details are uuin- 
teresting. 


